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[Accept and Expend Grant - Retroactive - Heluna Health - Patient-Centered Outcomes 
Research Institute (PCORI) - $133,515] 
  
Resolution retroactively authorizing the Department of Public Health to accept and 

expend a grant increase in the amount of $33,632 from the Patient‐Centered Outcomes 

Research Institute (PCORI) through Heluna Health for a total amount of $133,515 for 

participation in a program, entitled “Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute 

(PCORI),” for the period of October 1, 2020, through September 30, 2021. 

 

WHEREAS, The Patient‐Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI), through 

Heluna Health (HH) as a pass-through entity, has agreed to fund the Department of Public 

Health (DPH) in the amount of $133,515 for participation in a program, entitled “Patient-

Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI),” for the period of October 1, 2020, through 

September 30, 2021; and 

WHEREAS, PCORI is funding a study to compare two mobile health technologies for 

supporting pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) use among cisgender men, transgender men, 

and transgender women; and 

WHEREAS, Individuals in three sites in the US (San Francisco, Miami, Washington, 

DC) will be enrolled in this study to compare the impact of these mobile health strategies on 

PrEP adherence and continuation, satisfaction with medical care, and patient engagement in 

a 12-month study; and 

WHEREAS, The grant does not require an Annual Salary Ordinance Amendment; and 

WHEREAS, A grant increase of $33,632 from $99,883 was approved for the period of 

October 1, 2020, through September 30, 2021; and  

WHEREAS, A request for retroactive approval is being sought because DPH received 

the award on July 29, 2021, for a project start date of October 1, 2020; and 
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WHEREAS, The grant budget includes a provision for indirect costs in the amount of 

$26,703; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That DPH is hereby authorized to retroactively accept and expend a grant 

in the amount of $133,515 from the PCORI through HH; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That DPH is hereby authorized to retroactively accept and 

expend the grant funds pursuant to Administrative Code, Section 10.170-1; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Director of Health is authorized to enter into the 

Agreement on behalf of the City. 
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Recommended:    Approved: _____/s/__________________ 

Mayor 

______/s/_____________ 

Dr. Grant Colfax    Approved: ______/s/_________________ 

Director of Health      Controller 
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Program Director/Principal Investigator (Last, First, Middle): Liu, Albert

           DETAILED BUDGET FOR INITIAL BUDGET PERIOD        
  FROM        

            DIRECT COSTS ONLY       10/01/20 09/30/21
List PERSONNEL (Applicant organization only)
Use Cal, Acad, or Summer to Enter Months Devoted to Project
Enter Dollar Amounts Requested (omit cents) for Salary Requested and Fringe Benefits

NAME
ROLE ON 
PROJECT

Cal. 
Mnths

Acad. 
Mnths

Summer 
Mnths

INST. BASE 
SALARY

SALARY   
REQUESTED

FRINGE    
BENEFITS

                                                                                                                                                              
TOTAL

Liu, Albert
PD/PI

0.20 12.00  197,300 39,460 13,811 53,271

Jonathan Fuchs
Co-PI

0.05 12.00 197,300 9,865 3,453 13,318

Susan Buchbinder
Co-PI

0.05 12.00 197,300 9,865 3,453 13,318

Hyman Scott
Co-PI

0.10 12.00 199,300 19,930 6,976 26,906

SUBTOTALS 79,120 27,692 106,812
 CONSULTANT COSTS

0
 EQUIPMENT (Itemize)

   
  0
 SUPPLIES (Itemize by category)

 
 

  0
TRAVEL

 INPATIENT CARE COSTS  0
 OUTPATIENT CARE COSTS  0
 ALTERATIONS AND RENOVATIONS (Itemize by category)

 0
 OTHER EXPENSES (Itemize by category)

0
CONSORTIUM/ CONTRACTUAL COSTS

 SUBTOTAL DIRECT COSTS FOR INITIAL BUDGET PERIOD (Item 7a, Face Page) DIRECT COSTS 106,812
CONSORTIUM/ CONTRACTUAL COSTS 25.00% FACILITIES AND ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS 26,703
 TOTAL DIRECT COSTS FOR INITIAL BUDGET PERIOD 133,515
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San Francisco Department of Public Health (SFDPH) 
Population Health Division – Bridge HIV 

Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) 
 

BUDGET JUSTIFICATION 
October 01, 2020 - September 30, 2021 

 
A. PERSONNEL 
B. MANDATORY FRINGE 
 
1.  0.20 2232 – Senior Physician Specialist: Albert Liu 
 Annual Salary $197,300 x 0.20 FTE for 12 months = $39,460 

Mandatory Fringe Benefits (@ 35%) = $13,811    $53,271 
 
 
 
2.  0.05 2232 – Senior Physician Specialist: Jonathan Fuchs 
 Annual Salary $197,300 x 0.05 FTE for 12 months = $9,865 

Mandatory Fringe Benefits (@ 35%) = $3,453    $13,318 
 
 
 
3.  0.05 0943 – Manager VIII: Susan Buchbinder 
 Annual Salary $197,300 x 0.05 FTE for 12 months = $9,865 

Mandatory Fringe Benefits (@ 35%) = $3,453    $13,318 
 
 

4.  0.10 2232 – Senior Physician Specialist: Hyman Scott 
 Annual Salary $199,300 x 0.10 FTE for 12 months = $19,930 

Mandatory Fringe Benefits (@ 35%) = $6,976    $26,906 
 
 
 
 Total Salaries         $79,120 
 Total Fringe         $27,692 
 
TOTAL PERSONNEL:        $106,812 
 
C. TRAVEL         $0 
 
D. EQUIPMENT        $0 
 
E. SUPPLIES         $0 
 
F. CONTRACTUAL        $0 
 



 

G. OTHER         $0 
 
 TOTAL DIRECT COSTS       $106,812 
 
H. INDIRECT COSTS (25% of total salaries & benefits)   $26,703 
 
 TOTAL BUDGET:        $133,515 



From: Altman, Claire (DPH)
To: Chan, Connie (BOS); Mandelman, Rafael (BOS); Safai, Ahsha (BOS)
Cc: Jalipa, Brent (BOS); Hsieh, Frances (BOS); Prager, Jackie (BOS); Chung, Lauren (BOS); Liu, Albert (DPH);

Validzic, Ana (DPH); Wong, Greg (DPH)
Subject: 2/15 Budget & Finance: DPH Retroactive Items
Date: Thursday, February 9, 2023 2:10:10 PM

Hello Supervisors Chan, Mandelman and Safai,
 
The Department of Public Health (DPH) will request approval for two (2) retroactive items at the

February 15th Budget & Finance committee meeting. We’ve provided a brief description of the grant
and our DPH representative. Please let us know if you have any questions.
 
File 230103 - Accept and Expend Grant - Retroactive - Heluna Health - Patient-Centered
Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) - $133,515 - Resolution retroactively authorizing the
Department of Public Health to accept and expend a grant increase in the amount of $33,632 from
the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) through Heluna Health for a total
amount of $133,515 for participation in a program, entitled “Patient-Centered Outcomes Research
Institute (PCORI),” for the period of October 1, 2020, through September 30, 2021.
&
File 230104 – Accept and Expend Grant – Retroactive – Heluna Health – Patient-Centered
Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) - $134,528 – Resolution retroactively authorizing the
Department of Public Health to accept and expend a grant increase in the amount of $34,645 from
the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) through Heluna Health for a total
amount of $134,528 for participation in a program, entitled “Patient-Centered Outcomes Research
Institute (PCORI),” for the period of October 1, 2021, through September 30, 2022.
 

Description: Both grants are from the Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI).
PCORI is funding a study to compare two mobile health technologies for supporting pre-
exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) use among cisgender men, transgender men, and transgender
women. Individuals will be enrolled in this study to compare the impact of these mobile
health strategies on PrEP adherence and continuation, satisfaction with medical care, and
patient engagement. These grants do not require ASO amendments and partially reimburse
DPH for four existing positions.

 
Reason for Retroactivity: The PCORI grants are recurring grants received by DPH. The initial

grant for an amount of $99,883 was received on November 25th, 2020, for a project start date

of October 1st, 2020, through September 30th, 2021. This initial grant was accepted through

the Controller’s office and was set up in the budget for FY22. On July 29th, 2021, DPH received
a grant increase of $33,632 (file 230103) to the initial grant which increased the total grant
amount to $133,515, which is over the $100K threshold for grants requiring BOS approval.
Regretfully, there was a misunderstanding regarding the thresholds for grant increases, and
this grant increase was not set up as an accept and expend until the error was discovered on

May 18th, 2022. Once the error was identified, the A&E packet for this grant increase was sent

to the Controller’s office for review on May 23rd, 2022, and was forwarded to the Mayor’s
rd



Office June 3 , 2022, for introduction. However, this grant increase was held while it was
determined whether it was subject to the Behested Payments legislation.

During that time, DPH received a second PCORI grant in the amount of $99,883 for

the period beginning October 1st, 2021, through September 30th, 2022. On April 27th, 2022,
DPH received a grant increase to the second grant in the amount of $34,645 (file 230104).
After the budget was created, this grant increase was submitted to the Controller’s Office on

May 18th, 2022, for review and subsequently forwarded to the Mayor’s Office on June 3rd,
2022, for introduction. Once it was determined that both PCORI grants were compliant with

the Behested Payments legislation, they were introduced by the Mayor on January 31st,
2023.
 

DPH Representative: Albert Liu, MD, MPH | Clinical Research Director, Bridge HIV, Population
Health Division, Department of Public Health | email: albert.liu@sfdph.org

 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration,
 
Claire
 
Claire Altman (Lindsay), MPH
Senior Health Planner | Office of Policy and Planning
San Francisco Department of Public Health
claire.altman@sfdph.org – updated email address
 



City and County of San Francisco Department of Public Health 
 

 

London N. Breed 
Mayor 

 

 

 

(415) 554-2600 101 Grove Street San Francisco, CA  94102-4593 
 

 
TO:   Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
 
FROM:  Dr. Grant Colfax 
   Director of Health 
 
DATE:                         2/1/2023 
 
SUBJECT:  Grant Accept and Expend  
 
GRANT TITLE: Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) - 

$133,515 
 
Attached please find the original and 1 copy of each of the following:  
 

 Proposed grant resolution, original signed by Department 
 

 Grant information form, including disability checklist  
 

 Budget and Budget Justification 
 

 Grant application: Not Applicable. No application submitted.  

 Agreement / Award Letter  

 Other (Explain):   
 

 
Special Timeline Requirements:  
 

Departmental representative to receive a copy of the adopted resolution: 
 

 

Name:  Gregory Wong (greg.wong@sfdph.org) Phone:  554-2521 

Interoffice Mail Address: Dept. of Public Health, 101 Grove St # 108 

Certified copy required  Yes      No  

 




