Where Should We Cast the First Stone in Condemning War Crimes?
By Jim Smith

(From John 8)
Protecting a woman about to be stoned for adultery by people Jesus perceived as hypocrites, Jesus said,
He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.

Do we have prostitution in SF? Did a now-defunct progressive SF newspaper, for many years, earn a
great deal of revenue from prostitution advertising?

Has prostitution been associated with the U.S. military? Did the U.S. Army and Navy forces avail
themselves of the comforts provided by prostitutes throughout Asia in the postwar period? Did any
of our Asian allies in Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, the Philippines, and Vietnam make money off
prostitution set up to serve U.S. forces?

Has prostitution increased or decreased in China since Deng Hsiao-ping came to power?
Do gitls from poor farming families in China come to Shanghai and sometimes end up as prostitutes?

In the 1960s, a different type of Chinese government issued statements—often on Radio Peking—saying
that “The U.S. imperialists are worse than Hitler.” Any idea why they used such strong language? Were
they justified? That was during the Vietnam War, when U.S. imperialist forces attacked the Vietnamese
people. Were there brothels in Vietnam serving U.S. troops in those days?

Do we have a monument to Vietnamese victims of U.S, imperialist atrocities?

We do have a monument in Washington DC honoring U.S military war dead. Is there any monument in
Washington in memory of Vietnamese women and children killed by U.S. bombing?

The Japanese government and Japanese conservative political leaders are attacked for visiting Yasukuni, a
shrine honoring Japanese war dead, including military fighters some would call war criminals.

Does San Francisco have a monument glorifying U.S. imperialism and colonialism in Asia?

At Union Square, on May 13, 1903, Theodore Roosevelt dedicated a monument to the U.S. Navy's
victery on May 1, 1898, when Commodore George Dewey steamed into Manila Bay in the
Philippines; 200,000 San Franciscans crowded the streets to see the event. The Chronicle's editorial page,
declared that ". . . this city is destined to become the future seat of empire."

Atop an 83-foot column, sculptor Robert Aitken designed a 12-foot statue of Victory carrying a laurel
wreath in one hand and Neptune's trident in the other. The SF municipal report of 1901 explained that
Dewey "added glory to American arms and gave the United States a position in the world as one of the
great powers, thus extending American influence and exalting American citizenship.

Today imperialist rivalry between Chinese imperialists on one side and Japanese and U.S. imperialists on
the other is intensifying. China and Japan are in an arms race. Each government is mounting propaganda
campaigns against the other. Could some of the impetus for monuments to victims of Japanese war

crimes come from Chinese imperialist rivals? Millions of Japanese citizens are disgusted by the



activities of Prime Minister Abe, Osaka Mayor Hashimoto and other right-wing Japanese politicians and
academics who deny Japanese war crimes and promote Japanese patriotism and imperialism.

Do we have any right-wing pro-imperialist politicians in ﬂle U.8.?7 In San Francisco?
Do we have any monuments in the city to victims of U.S. war crimes?
I would urge the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to think a little more deeply about these issues and
hold off on monuments to particular sets of victims of war crimes committed by non-U.S. forces. We
should particularly hold off on such monuments while we have a disgraceful monument glorifying U.S.
imperialism in the center of our city.

In the early 1900s, Filipinos resisted American occupiers, sustaining heavy casualties. Stanley Karnow, in

his history of the islands, "In Our Image," wrote that "an estimated 200,000 people died, the
overwhelming majority of them Filipine civilians."
We should be concerned about war crimes, and the brutality of the Japanese Imperial Army and Navy
inflicted on “comfort women,” including Chinese, Korean AND Japanese women should be condemned.
But if we want to condemmn war crimes in Asia, shouldn’t we first address our own war crimes. The
annual observances of the dropping of Atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki are approaching. Was
the killing of more than 100,000 civilians with two atomic bombs justified? Or was that a war
crime? Arguments saying it was justified are regularly made in our history textbooks and on our big city
newspaper editorial pages.

He who is w/o sin cast the first stone.
Our time and efforts can be better spent on working for international unity against imperialism be it
Chinese, Japanese or American. Let’s start by getting rid of the Dewey Monument and cancelling the
Blue Angels festival. We can also discuss developing a peace park with proper monuments and

exhibits in memory of all victims of imperialist war.

James B. Smith

1985 Grove Street

San Francisco, CA 94117
Email: luckyj67@gmail.com



Carroll, John (BOS)

From: Caldeira, Rick (BOS) ,

Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2015 9:28 AM

To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS); BOS Legislation, (BOS)

Subject: FW: RE: Resolution Based on Propaganda

Attachments: comfort women 1.pdf; comfort women 2.pdf, comfort women 3.pdf; comfort women 4.pdf;

comfort women 5.pdf; comfort women 6.pdf; comfort women 7.pdf

Categories: 150764

For File No. 150764

From: KATO Ken [mailto:kenkato.hra@nifty.com]
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2015 9:27 PM

To: Caldeira, Rick (BOS)

Subject: Re: RE: Resolution Based on Propaganda

Dear Deputy Director Caldeira,
Thank you very much for including my message in the file.

| would very much appreciate it if you could also include the attached documents to the file. These are interrogation
report on "comfaort women" by the U.S. Office of War Information Psychological Warfare Team in 1944, and is the most
important document on this issue written by a trustworthy third party officials.

Today's meeting of the Board of Supervisors has been reported by Japan's major newspaper the Sankei Shimbun, with a
circulation of 1.61 million, on its front page and millions of Japanese people are watching it very closely.
http://www.sankei.com/world/news/150719/wor1507190022-n1.html

I am hoping that the Board of Supervisors will show discretion and fairness in looking into what really happened 70 years
ago.

Yours truly,

Ken Kato
Director, Human Rights in Asia

————— Original Message -----

>From: "Caldeira, Rick (BOS)" <rick.caldeira@sfgov.org>

>To: KATO Ken <kenkato.hra@nifty.com>

>Subject: RE: Resolution Based on Propaganda

>Date: Mon, 20 Jul 2015 15:48:11 +0000

>

>

>Your e-mail has been received and included in File No. 150764.
>

>From: KATO Ken [mailto:kenkato.hra@nifty.com]
>Sent: Monday, July 20, 2015 7:51 AM
>To: Caldeira, Rick (BOS)



>Subject: Resolution Based on Propaganda

>

>Dear Deputy Director Caldeira,

>

>| have learned that the Board of Supervisors is going to adopt a resolution tomorrow that urges the City and County of
San Francisco to establish a memorial for so called "comfort women."
>https://sfgov.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=3866247&GUID=1B765573-9914-

>45FE-8F03-B40036DAF02D

>

>Regrettably, the issue is riddled with propaganda and | urge that you refer to reliable official documents, such as U.S.
Army report written in 1944, in order to ascertain the veracity of the claims and avoid defaming U.S. ally on false
charges. The issue has become a major human rights problem for the Japanese people who have been suffering from
defamation campaigns.

>

>Many South Korean people, influenced by fictional TV dramas and cartoons, believe the women were forced to
become sex workers, however, documentary evidence show that there was no Korean woman forced to become a sex
worker by the Japanese authorities. They were very well paid and according to a U.S. Army document, socme even
married to Japanese soldiers.

>In a reply to a parliamentary question, the Japanese government stated on 16 March 2007 that they found no evidence
of coercion by the Japanese authorities in recruiting "comfort women". Until now, there is no evidence to the contrary
despite extensive and thorough researches conducted by various actors.

>

>Testimonies made by former "comfort women" change from time to time and sometimes contradict historical facts.
For example, one of the most famous former "comfort women" Ms Kim Hak-sun told the media and the Tokyo District
Court in Japan that she was sold to a Korean brothel by her mother, and then three years later her step father sold her
10 a brothel used by Japanese soldiers. However, she later changed her testimony and told the media: "A commissioned
officer took me to the next room which was partitioned off by a cloth. Even though I did not want to go he dragged me-
into the room. | resisted but he tore off all of my clothes and in the end he took my virginity. That night, the officer
raped me twice." She accused Japan of making her a sex slave.

>

>t is true that many Korean "comfort women" had hard time after the Second World War. In 1992 a former "comfort
woman" Ms Moon Ok-ju sued the Japanese government demanding to pay back her postal savings she deposited in just
a few years until 1945 and the amount was 26,145 Japanese Yen which is equivalent to US$1,000,000 today. Many
Japanese people, including ethnic Korean Japanese, lost their savings after the war owing to hyperinflation and | feel
sympathy for "comfort women" who endured the hardship.

>

>However, the Japanese government cannot compensate for their losses. Japan and South Korea signed the Treaty on
Basic Relations on 22 June 1965 and in the Agreement on the Settlement of Problems Concerning Property and Claims
and on Economic Co-operation between Japan and the ROK, both countries agreed that it has been "settled completely
and finally."

>http://www.ioc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/~worldjpn/documents/texts/JPKR/19650622.T9

>E.html After receiving tens of billions of dollars (in current value)

>from the Japanese government, South Korea's military government lead by the incumbent president Pak Geun Hye's
father paid only a small amount to individuals seeking reparations, but Japan cannot intervene on South Korea's legal
affairs and cannot be responsible for the action of the military government. This is basically South Korea's internal
affairs.

>

>An interrogation report by the U.S. Office of War Information Psychological Warfare Team in 1944 tells us the truth
about "comfort women". You can see it on the website of Mr. Tony Marano in Texas who received it from the National
Archives.

>http://texas-daddy.com/comfortwomen.htm ,

>t says very clearly: "A 'comfort girl' is nothing more than a prostitute or 'professional camp follower'"
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>Their lifestyle was: "They lived in near-luxury in Burma in comparison to other places. This was especially true of their
second year in Burma. They lived well because their food and material was not heavily rationed and they had plenty of
money with which to purchase desired articles. They were able to buy cloth, shoes, cigarettes, and cosmetics to
supplement the many gifts given to them by soldiers who had received 'comfort bags' from home.

>While in Burma they amused themselves by participating in sports events with both officers and men, and attended
picnics, entertainments, and social dinners. They had a phonograph and in the towns they were allowed to go
shopping."

>It was amazing for me to find out that: "However there were numerous instances of proposals of marriage and in
certain cases marriages actually took place.”

>However, for humanitarian grounds, the Japanese government cannot announce the fact that "comfort women" were
well-paid prostitutes, and Japan's consideration for the old women has been taken advantage of by North and South
Korea. '

> ‘

>| hope you would understand that the Japanese government's position is based on the rule of law. Japan already made
an unlawful compromise and paid a huge amount in the 1990s and 2000s, and cannot bend the Treaty or deny historical
facts anymore.

>

>

>South Korean media estimated that there are about 100,000 South Korean sex waorkers in the U.S., the EU, Australia
and Japan and hundreds of thousands in their home country nowadays, but they cannot save one million dollars in just a
few years like "comfort women". In 2011, South Korean sex workers threatened to set themselves on fire in a
demonstration to protect their brothels and one protestor complained her earnings have plunged from as much as
$9,200 a month to about $3,700 after police crackdown.
>http://www.nbcnews.com/id/43650531/ns/world_news-asia_pacific/t/s-korea
>n-sex-workers-threaten-set-themselves-fire-protect-their-brothels/

>Decades later, South Korean sex workers in San Francisco might demand apology and compensation from the U.S.
government.

>

>Finally, | would like to point out that raising the issue of military prostitution is not in the interest of the U.S. In 1945
when the U.S. military occupied Japan, something called the Recreation and Amusement Association was established in
Japan for U.S. soldiers. | do not want to go further and | hope you will not ignite a row over it.

S .

>Thank you for your consideration,

>

>Yours truly,

>

>Ken Kato

>Director, Human Rights in Asia

>

> ,

>P.S. If evidence emerged that "comfort women" were forced to become sex workers by the Japanese authorities, the
Japanese government will certainly make a formal apology. | will be the first one to strongly demand it.

>Until such evidence emerges, accusations based on inconsistent testimonies are defamation.
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PREFACE -

This report is tased on the information obtained fram the
interrogation of twunty Korecn "ocamfort rirls" and two Jopanese
oivilians oapbured nround the tenth of Lujust, 1944 in the mopping up
operations after tho fall of Livitkyina in Burma.

The report shows how tho Japanese rooruited these Koruan
Yoaufort girls", the conditions under whioh they lived and worked,
thoir rolations with and reaction to the Japanese soldior, and thelr
understandins of tho militery situation,

A "comfort -,irl" is nothing more thon o prostituto or
“"professional oamp followor" attachod to the Japansse Armmy for the
benefit of tho soldiers. The word “oamfort -irl" is peculiar to the
Jopaness, Other reports show tho "oconfort girls" heve been found
wherever it wws nocessary for thi Japeneso Army to ficht, - Zhiy
roport howevor deals only with the Korean "caufort girls® recruited
by the Japancse and attadied %o thoir Army in Burma. Tho Jopnnoese
are reported to heve shipped some 703 of theso ;irls to Junia id 1942.

RECRUITINGy

Barly in Mey of 1942 Jspsnese apents aryrived in Korea for
the purpose of enlisting Korean girls for “ooamfort sorvice" in newly
sonquered Japaness torritories in Southenst Asia, The naturo of this
Wgervios" wrs not specified but it wes assumed to be work conaected
with visiting the wounded in hespitals, rolling baendages, and
generelly making the soldiers happy. The induccment used by these
agonts was plenty of monsy, an opportunity to peoy off the fenily
debts, oasy work, cnd the prospect of e new lifc 4in a now land -
Sinyapore. On the basis of thesu false ropresentations sy sirls .
enlisted for overseas duty end wers rewarded with an 2dvenco of o
few hundred yen.

The majority of the girls wore ijmorant and uneduc:ted,
elthou.h a fow had toon connocted with "oldest profescion on cartht
‘-:oforo‘. The contract thov signed bound thua to Army roomlatiosas asl

to wor' for tho “house imnstor" for a period of from six mants
voar depending on tho fenily dobt for wiich thoy were adwnz
4 ~ i 2 3 4
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Approximetely 800 of theso 5irls wure recruited in this
manner rnd they landed with their Japanose "house mastor® at Ranroon
around Ausust 20th, 1942, Ther camo in groups of from ei-ht to
twonty-two. From heru they were distributod to warious perta of
Burme, usually to fair sized towns noar Japanoss Amy ocamps., :
Eventually four of these units reached the Myitkyins vicinity., Ther
woros Kyoel, Kinsul, Bakushinro, ond Mamoya. The Kyool house wre
callod the "Maruysme Club", but was changed whon the p;irls recched °
Myitkyina as Cols Maruyoms, oommander of the garrison at Lvitlgrine, '
objocted to the similarity to his neans.

PERBONALITY

The interrogations show the average Koroan ®ocomfort zirl®
to be about twenty five years old, uneducntod, childish, whiaasieal,
and selfish, Bhe 18 not pretty either by Jopanese or Ceuocnsian
atandards, 8he is inolined to bu egotistiecal end likes to talk
sbout herself, Her attitude in front of stringers is quiet and
demure, but she "inows thou wiles of a woman." 8he olaime to
dislike her "profsssion® and would rathor not talk either mbout it
or her family. Because of the kind treatment she recoived ns &
prisonsr from American soldiers at Myitkyina end Ledo, she fesls
that they are mere omotional than Japanose aoldiora. 8he ia ,
afraid of Chinese and Indian %rOopa. ht e “ o

[

LIVING AND WORKING CONDIT IONS1

: In Myitkyine the girls were usually quartered in e large
two BYory house (usually a school btuilding) with a separatc room
for each girl, There each girl lived, slept, and trinseocted
business. In Myitkyina thelr food was propared by and purchsseod
from the Yhouse magter® as they received no regular ration from
the Japanese Army They lived in near-luxury in Bumma in
oamparison to other pluces. This wes especlally true of their .
soocond year in Burmme, They lived well becuuse their food and

" matorisl wes not heavily rationed and they had pleanty of money
with which to purchase desired erticles, They were able to
buy olath, shoes, olparettes, and comnotios to supplenent tho
meny GLftd given to them by soldliers who hud received ¥oomfort

: bngl" from hoame,

o s mxih in Bum thoy amused thenselves by partioipntmg
TR .Y aportn ovents with both offlcers. and men; and attended

picnios, entertainments, end sooial dinners. They had e phono-
"7 greph) and in tha ‘towns they were allowed %o go ahapping.

. FRIOB. 8YBTEMs. ‘ -

Tho oonditicns under whioch they transaoctsed business
- waere rorulated by the Aymy, snd in oonsested areas regulations
. wore atriotly enforoed, The Army found it nsoceesary in courestod
.,%% ,areas to install a system of prices, prioritica, and schedulos

’

CTTT 8y RRG Tvuriou s untta-operabing. 4n o~ particular ariaw. Aeourding wroe

to interrogations tha averags system wrs as [ollowsg
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1. 8oldierg 10 A to B B 1,80 yon 20 to 30 ninutes
2. W08 o 5 PU to 6 Al .B3Q0 yon 30 to 40 minutos
A Ofﬂ.oorl - !’M to 12 Bl 6,00 yen 30 to 40 minutoes

!lwn were cvamgo prioces in Oentral Buma. Officers were cllowod
%o stay overnight fgr twenty yen. In Myitlkyina Ool. Marwrena
‘Lelashed the priou ‘to almoat one-half of tho average pricc. ‘
" SCHEDULES s C

l'ho soldiers often oomplainod about congeation in the
houses, (n many ocoasions $hey were not served and had to leave
. o8 the army was vory strict about overstaying leave, In order to
! .overcome this problem the Anmy set aside certain days for certain
' ~units . Usually two men fram the unit for the day were mtationod
' at the house to identify eoldiers. 4 roving MP was also on hend
‘ to koep order, Followingy is the schedule used by the¥KyoeiMhouse
for the warlous unite of the 18th Division while at lLiaymyo:

. Sunday we=-—ew--= 18th Div, Hdgs. Staff
T Mondey m~~em-=a— Gavalry
Tuesday =-e~wem~- Bnglnoers
Wodnesday ==~—=-== Day off and weskly physical exam.
Thursday ==-w=we-- Medlos
Friday e-ecessw- Mountain artillery
Saturday we—ewe=- Transport

Officers wors allowed to come soven nipghts a wecls The szirls
{ ooglainad thet even with the sohedule congestion was so greet that

they oould not care for all guests, thus ocausing 111 feslin: wiong
many of the soldiers, :

8oldiers would ocome to the house, pey the price end not
tickets of ocardboard about two inchos square with the pricc on
the left side and the nmme of the house on the othor side, Each
soldierts identity or renk was then established after which he
®took his turn in line®, The girls woro allowod the prerogativo

of refusing a ouatomer. This was of'ten done if the person were
oo drunk,

PAY AND LIVING COWDIT IONS:

The "house master' received fifty to sixty per cont of

“the ~irls' pross earnings deponding on how much of a debt each
girl hed inourred whon she sipgned her contract, This moant that
in an averags month a rirl would gross about fiftoon hundred ven,

" Bhe turned over seven hundred snd fifty to the "mester®. Y-ny
"nnsters® made life wery difficult for tho pirls by oherpgin: them
high prioos for food B.nd other articles,

In the latbor part of 1943 tho Army issucd ordors thot
certain girls who had paid their dobt could return hamu. Sono of !
the yirls were thus ellowed to roturz to Korea.

The interrogabions further show that the health of These
girls was Good., They were well supplied with 21l types of
; contracoptives, end often soldiers would brins their own which

oo SEERE i |
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had boen suppliod by the amy. They were woll trained in looling,
aftertboth themselvos and custamors in the matter of hy eino., A
r¢ uler Japaneso &rmy doctor visited the housos onoo a wo i and
any zirl found discased was givon troatment, secluded, and even-
tavll\r sunt to a hospital. This sume procedure was carried on
within tho ranks of the Army itsolf, but it is intcrestiny to
note that a soldier did not lose pay durins the period he vms
confined,

RELCTIONS TO JAPANESE SOLDIERS

In their relations with tho Japanose officers mnd wen
only two nemes of any confequenco camu out of interrosations.
Thoy were those of Col. Maruyama, conmander of the parrison at
Eyitiqrina, and Maj.Gen. Mizukemi, who brought in reinforcomoents. |
Tho two were exaot opposites, Thu former was hard, selfish and
repulsive with no consideration for his meny the latter a :oo0d,
Irind mon end a fine soldier, with tho utmost conasideration for
thoso who worked under hims. The Colonul was & constent habitue .
of tho houses while tho Generael was novor nown to have visited
thems  With the fall of Myitkyina, Col, Maruyama supposedly
deserted while Gen. Misulemitoommitted suicido becauss he could
not svacuate the men

i

SOLDIERS' REACT IONSt

The avurapge Jepanese soldier is embarrassed sbout boing
seen in a "oamfort house" according to one of tho sirls who ssid,
"whon the placo is packed he is apt to be eshamed if he has to
.walt in line for his turn®. However thers were numerous
instancus of proposals of marriasge and in ocertajn ocases narriapses
actually took placc,

&1l the girle apgrecd that the worst officers and men
who camo to see Lhem wore those who were drunk end lsavin:; ®r the
front the following day. 3ut all likewiso agredd thet evon though
very drunk the Japanese soldier nevor discussed military unatters
or secrets with thems Though the irls might start tho oconvorse~
tion sbout same military matter the officer or enlisted man would
not talk, but would in faot "seoold us for discuasing suoch un-lady
lile subjeots. Ewen Col. Maruyams when drunk would never discuss
such nmatters »

The soldiers would often express how much they enjoyed
receivin; mapazines, letters and newspapors from hamt::s They also
mentioned the receipt of "comfort ba-s" filled with camned :joods,
maraszines, soap, handkerchiefs, toothbrush, miniature doll,
lipstic), and wooden clogse The lipstick end clo;s woere
deolinitoly feminine and tno nirls couldn't understand why the
people at hame were sendin; such articles, They speculetod thet
{he sender could only have had themsulves or the “native -iris"
i rind,

REACTION TO THE NILITARY SITUATION:

It uppoars tiat they “wew vory littlo aout tho nilitery
situstion around Nyiticyina ovon up to and including, the tine of
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their rotruat end capture. There is howcver some inForastion
viorth noting

* "I tho initial attacl on Mritlorine end th( air strip
eloout two hundred Japantse died in ‘outtle lonving aont two
huidred to defond tho town, Ammunition was verw low.

"Cols Maruyame dispersed him ru=.  Durin: tho followin:,
dars tho onony worae shooting haphazardly overywhere., It was a waste
siince they didn't seun to aim et any particular thing. The
Jepanoso soldiers on the other hand hed orders to fire one shot
et 2 time and only wher thoy werc sure of a hit,"

Tafore thou enemy atticked on tho woeot air strip,
soldiors stotioned around Myitkyina wero dispatched olsuvhere
to stun the fllied attack in the North and Wost. About four
hundred nen were loft behind, larzely fram the 1l4th Re,bucnt,
Evidontly Col. Maruyama did not expect the town to bo attacked,
Lotor Maje Gene Mizulmmi of the 56th Division brousht in
reinforcements of more than two rusimenta but thuso wore upabloe
to hold the town.

It wag the concensus among the «irls that Allicdd
boaahings were intense and frightening and bocause of thom they
spent most of thoir lest days in foxholes. One or two evon
eerriod on work theres  The comfort houses were bomvod and
several of the girls wore wounded and killed.

RETREAT AlD CAPTURE,

The sbory of the retroat and finel capture of the
Yoomfort girls" is sanowhat vapuo and confused in their own
minds. From various roports it eppears that the following
ooocurroeds ‘on the night of July 3lat a party of sixty threo
pouople inoluding the "oamfort :irls" of threc houses (Ralmu-
shinro was morged with Kinaui), fomilios, and holpers, started
scross tho Irrswnddy River in smnll beats. They eventnally
landed samewheore noer Waingmaw, They stayed theru until
aupust 4th, but never eptered Weinguaw. Fram theru they
followed in thepath of a group of soldiers until Aujust 7th
whon thero wes a skirmish with the onemy and tho partr split
up. The rirls werc ordercd to follow tho soldiorc afbor a
hroe hour intoerwl, Thoy did this only to [ind thunscelves on
the banl of a river with no siym of the soldiors or any neans
of crossinzy Thuy roemoined in ¢ nonrby houso muntil Auwrust 10th
whenr thoy werou coptured by Keciin sovlliors lod by on kEn lish
o™icure Thuy were talen to Lyitlkyina and thun to the Le:do
etockado whore the intoerrojations whicl fomn tiie Lasis of this
roport tool place.

FROPATAIDA

The pirls Jaww practicdl- iothar, o any propy oo b
Ioctlotes that had Lo used o winst the Jdaprmasus Tion, e b saon
o Qow low{loets in tha hinnds of Lo soldiovs btat :,o.':{: o hes.
ROV oviere i Jo p 151, ﬁl o

woyo npntle to widerstid the as B

soldiern rermwsoed Lo disoucs tlon it the  3rlo.,




romemborcd & leaflof. ebout Ools Yeruyema (apparectly it wea
Myitkyina Troop ippesl), but she did not believo it. Othors heerd
the aoldiors disoussing lqefleta from timo to finc but no tan;idlo
raunrks regulted from their eevesdroppings Howover it is intcrost.
ing te notu that one ofmcer qmpreuod the riew thet *Japan can't win

this war®, ' .
REQUESTS, . i:j.
,Nq» of ‘ﬁgjp % vE M}“;J{a 1 wdspeckor
used at mwlm,m, o cvprhoar ors ;fentim e
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Carroll, John (BOS)

From: Caldeira, Rick (BOS)

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2015 8:29 AM

To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS); BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: Resolution Based on Propaganda

"Categories: 150764

For File No. 150764

From: KATO Ken [mailto:kenkato.hra@nifty.com]
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2015 7:51 AM

To: Caldeira, Rick {(BOS)

Subject: Resolution Based on Propaganda

Dear Deputy Director Caldeira,

| have learned that the Board of Supervisors is going to adopt a resolution tomorrow that urges the City and County of
San Francisco to establish a memorial for so called “comfort women.”
https://sfgov.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=3866247&GUID=1B765573-9914-45FE-8F03-B40036DAF02D

Regrettably, the issue is riddled with propaganda and | urge that you refer to reliable official documents, such as U.S.
Army report written in 1944, in order to ascertain the veracity of the claims and avoid defaming U.S. ally on false
charges. The issue has become a major human rights problem for the Japanese people who have been suffering from
defamation campaigns. ‘

Many South Korean people, influenced by fictional TV dramas and cartoons, believe the women were forced to become
sex workers, however, documentary evidence show that there was no Korean woman forced to become a sex worker by
the Japanese authorities. They were very well paid and according to a U.S. Army document, some even married to
Japanese soldiers. ,

In a reply to a parliamentary question, the Japanese government stated on 16 March 2007 that they found no evidence
of coercion by the Japanese authorities in recruiting “comfort women”. Until now, there is no evidence to the contrary
despite extensive and thorough researches conducted by various actors.

Testimonies made by former “comfort women” change from time to time and sometimes contradict historical facts. For
example, one of the most famous former “comfort women” Ms Kim Hak-sun told the media and the Tokyo District Court
in Japan that she was sold to a Korean brothel by her mother, and then three years later her step father sold herto a
brothel used by Japanese soldiers. However, she later changed her testimony and told the media: “A commissioned
officer took me to the next room which was partitioned off by a cloth. Even though | did not want to go he dragged me
into the room. | resisted but he tore off all of my clothes and in the end he took my virginity. That night, the officer
raped me twice.” She accused Japan of making her a sex slave.

It is true that many Korean “comfort women” had hard time after the Second World War. In 1992 a former “comfort
woman” Ms Moon Ok-ju sued the Japanese government demanding to pay back her postal savings she deposited in just
a few years until 1945 and the amount was 26,145 Japanese Yen which is equivalent to US$1,000,000 today. Many
Japanese people, including ethnic Korean Japanese, lost their savings after the war owing to hyperinflation and | feel
sympathy for “comfort women” who endured the hardship.

However, the Japanese government cannot compensate for their losses. Japan and South Korea signed the Treaty on
Basic Relations on 22 June 1965 and in the Agreement on the Settlement of Problems Concerning Property and Claims
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and on Economic Co-operation between Japan and the ROK, both countries agreed that it has been “settled completely
and finally.”

http://www.ioc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/~worldjpn/documents/texts/IPKR/19650622.T9E.html

After receiving tens of billions of dollars (in current value) from the Japanese government, South Korea's military
government lead by the incumbent president Pak Geun Hye's father paid only a small amount to individuals seeking
reparations, but Japan cannot intervene on South Korea's legal affairs and cannot be responsible for the action of the
military government. This is basically South Korea's internal affairs.

An interrogation report by the U.S. Office of War Information Psychological Warfare Team in 1944 tells us the truth
about “comfort women”. You can see it on the website of Mr. Tony Marano in Texas who received it from the National
Archives.

http://texas-daddy.com/comfortwomen.htm

It says very clearly: “A ‘comfort girl’ is nothing more than a prostitute or ‘professional camp follower"”

Their lifestyle was: “They lived in near-luxury in Burma in comparison to other places. This was especially true of their
second year in Burma. They lived well because their food and material was not heavily rationed and they had plenty of
money with which to purchase desired articles. They were able to buy cloth, shoes, cigarettes, and cosmetics to
supplement the many gifts given to them by soldiers who had received ‘comfort bags’ from home.

While in Burma they amused themselves by participating in sports events with both officers and men, and attended
picnics, entertainments, and social dinners. They had a phonograph and in the towns they were allowed to go
shopping.” :

It was amazing for me to find out that: “However there were numerous instances of proposals of marriage and in certain
cases marriages actually took place.”

However, for humanitarian grounds, the Japanese government cannot announce the fact that “comfort women” were
well-paid prostitutes, and Japan’s consideration for the old women has been taken advantage of by North and-South
Korea.

I hope you would understand that the Japanese government's position is based on the rule of law. Japan already made
an unlawful compromise and paid a huge amount in the 1990s and 2000s, and cannot bend the Treaty or deny historical
facts anymore.

South Koréan media estimated that there are about 100,000 South Korean sex workers in the U.S., the EU, Australia and
Japan and hundreds of thousands in their home country nowadays, but they cannot save one million dollars in just a few
years like “comfort women”. in 2011, South Korean sex workers threatened to set themselves on fire in a demonstration
to protect their brothels and one protestor complained her earnings have plunged from as much as $9,200 a month to
about $3,700 after police crackdown.
http://www.nbcnews.com/id/43650531/ns/world_news-asia_pacific/t/s-korean-sex-workers-threaten-set-themselves-
fire-protect-their-brothels/

Decades later, South Korean sex workers in San Francisco might demand apology and compensation from the U.S.
government.

Finally, | would like to point out that raising the issue of military prostitution is not in the interest of the U.S. In 1945
when the U.S. military occupied Japan, something called the Recreation and Amusement Association was established in
Japan for U.S. soldiers. | do not want to go further and | hope you will not ignite a row over it.

Thank you for your consideration,

Yours truly,

Ken Kato _
Director, Human Rights in Asia



P.S. If evidence emerged that “comfort women” were forced to become sex workers by the Japanese authorities, the
Japanese government will certainly make a formal apology. | will be the first one to strongly demand it.
Until such evidence emerges, accusations based on inconsistent testimonies are defamation.



Carroll, John (BOS)

From: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2015 11:04 AM

To: BOS-Supervisors; BOS Legislation, (BOS)

Subject: : File 150764 FW: Anti-Japanese Racism By SF Board of Supervisors
Attachments: ltr-comfort%20women-1.docx

Categories: 150764

From: Dana Sack [mailto:ds@sackrosendin.com]

Sent: Sunday, July 19, 2015 6:10 PM

To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)

Subject: Anti-Japanese Racism By SF Board of Supervisors



Dana Sack
One Kaiser Plaza, Suite 340
Oakland CA 94612
510-286-2200
ds@sackrosendin.com

July 16, 2015

Board of Supervisors

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco CA 94102

Re: Resolution No. 130632 — Bashing Japanese Citizens Over WWII
Dear Supervisors:

Please vote No on the racist anti-Japanese motion regarding the war crimes committed by the
fascist government which took over Japan and drove its people to war. That government was
conquered. That government is gone. The current people of Japan have had a constitution
dedicated to peace ever since, and have abided by the literal terms and the principles which it
represents.

Why do members of the Board of Supervisors believe that it is alright to insult the current
peaceful people of Japan, and not pass similar resolutions and build similar monuments to the
Native Americans and Africans slaughtered and enslaved by Americans, or the Tibetans and
Uighurs attacked by the Chinese, or the Native Americans slaughtered and enslaved by the
Spanish throughout Central and South America, or Christians and Jews slaughtered and exiled
throughout the Arab world? Why single out the Japanese living today for conduct by people long
dead and a government conquered, its leaders imprisoned and executed?

I am a native San Franciscan and the product of San Francisco schools and one of its universities.
I majored in Chinese history and politics in college.

This resolution will not solve any problem and will not promote better relations among any of
the parties. It will encourage anti-Japanese passions in Korea and China, and it will insult and
demean the peaceful people of Japan. It could even promote and encourage a fascist movement
in Japan which has been a fringe element since the war. This resolution will make the problem
and the bad feelings in that part of the world worse.

Please do the right thing and vote no.

Very truly yours,

Dana Sack
Dana Sack



Carroll, John (BOS)

From: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2015 11.05 AM

To: BOS-Supervisors; BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: File 150764 FW.: Resolution Based on Propaganda
Categories: 150764

From: KATO Ken [mailto:kenkato.hra@nifty.com]
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2015 7:50 AM

To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)

Subject: Resolution Based on Propaganda

Dear Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place,

| have learned that the Board of Supervisors is going to adopt a resolution tomorrow that urges the City and County of
San Francisco to establish a memorial for so called “comfort women.”
https://sfgov.legistar.com/\/j’ew.ashx?M=F&ID=3866247&GUID=1B765573-9914-45FE—8FO3—B40036DAF02D

Regrettably, the issue is riddied with propaganda and | urge that you refer to reliable official documents, such as U.S.
Army report written in 1944, in order to ascertain the veracity of the claims and avoid defaming U.S. ally on false
charges. The issue has become a major human rights problem for the Japanese people who have been suffering from
defamation campaigns.

Many South Korean people, influenced by fictional TV dramas and cartoons, believe the women were forced to become
sex-workers, however, documentary evidence show that there was no Korean woman forced to become a sex worker by
the Japanese authorities. They were very well paid and according to a U.S. Army document, some even married to
lapanese soldiers.

In a reply to a parliamentary question, the Japanese government stated on 16 March 2007 that they found no evidence
of coercion by the Japanese authorities in recruiting “comfort women”. Until now, there is no evidence to the contrary
despite extensive and thorough researches conducted by various actors.

Testimonies made by former “comfort women” change from time to time and sometimes contradict historical facts. For
example, one of the most famous former “comfort women” Ms Kim Hak-sun told the media and the Tokyo District Court
in Japan that she was sold to a Korean brothel by her mother, and then three years later her step father sold her to a
brothel used by Japanese soldiers. However, she later changed her testimony and told the media: “A commissioned
officer took me to the next room which was partitioned off by a cloth. Even though I did not want to go he dragged me
into the room. | resisted but he tore off all of my clothes and in the end he took my v:rgmlty That night, the officer
raped me twice.” She accused Japan of making her a sex slave.

It is true that many Korean “comfort women” had hard time after the Second World War. In 1992 a former “comfort
woman” Ms Moon Ok-ju sued the Japanese government demanding to pay back her postal savings she deposited in just
a few years until 1945 and the amount was 26,145 Japanese Yen which is equivalent to US$1,000,000 today. Many
Japanese people, including ethnic Korean Japanese, lost their savings after the war owing to hypermflatlon and | feel
sympathy for “comfort women” who endured the hardship.

- However, the Japanese government cannot compensate for their losses. Japan and South Korea signed the Treaty on
Basic Relations on 22 June 1965 and in the Agreement on the Settlement of Problems Concerning Property and Claims
and on Economic Co-operation between Japan and the ROK, both countries agreed that it has been “settled completely
and finally.”



http://www.ioc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/~worldjpn/documents/texts/JPKR/19650622 . T9E.html

After receiving tens of billions of dollars (in current value) from the Japanese government, South Korea's military
government lead by the incumbent president Pak Geun Hye's father paid only a small amount to individuals seeking
reparations, but Japan cannot intervene on South Korea's legal affairs and cannot be responsible for the action of the
military government, This is basically South Korea's internal affairs.

An interrogation report by the U.S. Office of War Information Psychological Warfare Team in 1944 tells us the truth
about “comfort women”. You can see it on the website of Mr. Tony Marano in Texas who received it from the National
Archives. '
http://texas-daddy.com/comfortwomen.htm

It says very clearly: “A ‘comfort girl’ is nothing more than a prostitute or ‘professional camp follower”

Their lifestyle was: “They lived in near-luxury in Burma in comparison to other places. This was especially true of their
second year in Burma. They lived well because their food and material was not heavily rationed and they had plenty of
money with which to purchase desired articles. They were able to buy cloth, shoes, cigarettes, and cosmetics to
supplement the many gifts given to them by soldiers who had received ‘comfort bags’ from home.

While in Burma they amused themselves by participating in sports events with both officers and men, and attended
picnics, entertainments, and social dinners. They had a phonograph and in the towns they were allowed to go
shopping.”

It was amazing for me to find out that: “However there were numerous instances of proposals of marriage and in certain
cases marriages actually took place.” '

However, for humanitarian grounds, the Japanese government cannot announce the fact that “comfort women” were
well-paid prostitutes, and Japan’s consideration for the old women has been taken advantage of by North and South
Korea.

| hope you would understand that the Japanese government's position is based on the rule of law. Japan already made
an unfawful compromise and paid a huge amount in the 1990s and 2000s, and cannot bend the Treaty or deny historical
facts anymore.

South Korean media estimated that there are about 100,000 South Korean sex workers in the U.S., the EU, Australia and
Japan and hundreds of thousands in their home country nowadays, but they cannot save one million dollars in just a few
years like “comfort women”. In 2011, South Korean sex workers threatened to set themselves on fire in a demonstration
to protect their brothels and one protestor complained her earnings have plunged from as much as $9,200 a month to
about $3,700 after police crackdown. ‘
http://www.nbcnews.com/id/43650531/ns/world_news-asia_pacific/t/s-korean-sex-workers-threaten-set-themselves-
fire-protect-their-brothels/ :

Decades later, South Korean sex workers in San Francisco might demand apology and compensation from the U.S.
government. '

Finally, | would like to point out that raising the issue of military prostitution is not in the interest of the U.S. In 1945
when the U.S. military occupied Japan, something called the Recreation and Amusement Association was established in
Japan for U.S. soldiers. | do not want to go further and | hope you will not ignite a row over it.

Thank you for your consideration,

Yours truly,

Ken Kato ‘
Director, Human Rights in Asia



P.S. If evidence emerged that “comfort women” were forced to become sex workers by the Japanese authorities, the
Japanese government will certainly make a formal apology. | will be the first one to strongly demand it.
Until such evidence emerges, accusations based on inconsistent testimonies are defamation.



Carroll, John (BOS)

From: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)

Sent: . Monday, July 20, 2015 11:07 AM

To: BOS-Supervisors; BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: ‘ File 150764 FW: Letter in support of Resolution #72
Attachments: SF_CW_support.pdf

Categories: 150764

From: yukoyukoyukoyuko@gmail.com [mailto:yukoyukoyukoyuko@gmail.com] On Behalf Of SANS Nuclear
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2015 8:09 AM

To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS); Lee, Mayor (MYR)

Subject: Letter in support of Resolution #72

July 20th, 2015

Mayor Edwin Lee

City and County of San Francisco
City Hall, Room 200

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodiett Place

San Francisco, California 94102

Dear Mayor Lee and the Members of the Board of Supervisors,

We are writing to you in support of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors for building a memorial to
commemorate of the victims of "Comfort Women" system.

We are NYC-based group of activists and researchers organizing educational programs and actions for social
and environmental justice. We are deeply troubled by Japanese Nationalists in Japan as well as in the US who
are attempting to revise the history of “Comfort Women” system. They claim that the memorial is an attack on
Japanese Americans, and that similar memorials elsewhere in the U.S. have resulted in widespread hate crimes
against Japanese residents, even though no such incident has been reported to authorities.



We are sure that you are already receiving a great number of messages from Japanese far-right groups in
opposition to the proposed memorial. We want to assure you that these antagonistic nationalists and historical
revisionists do not speak for the Japanese-American communities.

We appreciate your interest in addressing this very important issue, and we recognize your efforts as one of the
important steps to learn lessons from the atrocities advanced by colonialism. We hope that the Board of
Supervisors will express full support for the victims and survivors of the women harmed in the "comfort
women" system. ' :

Sincerely,

Members of Sloths Against Nuclear State



Sloths Against Nuclear State
227 E 7™ Street Apt 7G
Brooklyn, NY 11218

July 20th, 2015

Mayor Edwin Lee

City and County of San Francisco
City Hall, Room 200

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102

Dear Mayor Lee and the Members of the Board of Supervisors,

We are writing to you in support of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors for
building a memorial to commemorate of the victims of "Comfort Women"
system.

We are NYC-based group of activists and researchers organizing educational
programs and actions for social and environmental justice. We are deeply
troubled by Japanese Nationalists in Japan as well as in the US who are
attempting to revise the history of “Comfort Women" system. They claim that
the memorial is an attack on Japanese Americans, and that similar memorials
elsewhere in the U.S. have resulted in widespread hate crimes against Japanese
residents, even though no such incident has been reported to authorities.

We are sure that you are already receiving a great number of messages from
Japanese far-right groups in opposition to the proposed memorial. We want to
assure you that these antagonistic nationalists and historical revisionists do not
speak for the Japanese-American communities.

We appreciate your interest in addressing this very important issue, and we
recognize your efforts as one of the important steps to learn lessons from the
atrocities advanced by colonialism. We hope that the Board of Supervisors will
express full support for the victims and survivors of the women harmed in the
"comfort women" system.

Sincerely,
Members of Sloths Against Nuclear State



Carroll, John (BOS)

From: Board of Supervisors, (BOS)

Sent: Monday, July 20, 2015 11:08 AM

To: . BOS-Supervisors; BOS Legislation, (BOS)

Subject: File 150764 FW: In Support of Establishment of a Memorial for "Comfort Women"
Attachments: SF_CW_BOS.pdf

Categories: 150764

From: yukoyukoyukoyuko@gmail.com [mailto:yukoyukoyukoyuko@gmail.com] On Behalf Of SANS Nuclear
Sent: Monday, July 20, 2015 8:28 AM

To: BreedStaff, (BOS); Board of Supervisors, (BOS)

Subject: In Support of Establishment of a Memorial for "Comfort Women"

July 20th, 2015

The Honorable London Breed
President of the Board of Supervisors
City and County of San Francisco
City Hall, Room 244

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Plac¢

San Francisco, California 94102

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,

We are writing to you in support of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors for building a memorial to
commemorate of the victims of "Comfort Women" system.

We are NYC-based group of activists and researchers organizing educational programs and actions for social
and environmental justice. We are deeply troubled by Japanese Nationalists in Japan as well as in the US who
are attempting to revise the history of “Comfort Women” system. They claim that the memorial is an attack on
Japanese Americans, and that similar memorials elsewhere in the U.S. have resulted in widespread hate crimes
against Japanese residents, even though no such incident has been reported to authorities.



We are sure that you are already receiving a great number of messages from Japanese far-right groups in
opposition to the proposed memorial. We want to assure you that these antagonistic nationalists and historical
revisionists do not speak for the Japanese-American communities.

We appreciate your interest in addressing this very important issue, and we recognize your efforts as one of the
important steps to learn lessons from the atrocities advanced by colonialism. We hope that the Board of
Supervisors will express full support for the victims and survivors of the women harmed in the "comfort
women" system.

Sincerely,

Members of Sloths Against Nuclear State

Sloths Against Nuclear State
227 E 7" Street Apt 7G

Brooklyn, NY 11218



Sloths Against Nuclear State
227 E 7 Street Apt 7G
Brooklyn, NY 11218

July 20th, 2015

The Honorable London Breed
President of the Board of Supervisors
City and County of San Francisco
City Hall, Room 244

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, California 94102

Dear Mayor Lee and the Members of the Board of Supervisors,

We are writing to you in support of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors for
building a memorial to commemorate of the victims of "Comfort Women"
system.

We are NYC-based group of activists and researchers organizing educational
programs and actions for social and environmental justice. We are deeply
troubled by Japanese Nationalists in Japan as well as in the US who are
attempting to revise the history of “Comfort Women” system. They claim that
the memorial is an attack on Japanese Americans, and that similar memorials
elsewhere in the U.S. have resulted in widespread hate crimes against Japanese
residents, even though no such incident has been reported to authorities.

We are sure that you are already receiving a great number of messages from
Japanese far-right groups in opposition to the proposed memorial. We want to
assure you that these antagonistic nationalists and historical revisionists do not
speak for the Japanese-American communities.

We appreciate your interest in addressing this very important issue, and we
recognize your efforts as one of the important steps to learn lessons from the
atrocities advanced by colonialism. We hope that the Board of Supervisors will
express full support for the victims and survivors of the women harmed in the
"comfort women" system.

Sincerely,
Members of Sloths Against Nuclear State





