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Planning Commission Motion No. 18269
Environmental Impact Report Certification

Hearing Date:
Case No..
Project Address:
Zoning: .

Block/Lot:

Project Sponsor:

Staff Contact:

HEARING DATE: FEBRUARY 10, 2011

February 10, 2011

2008.0021E

3711 19% Avenue

RM-4, RM-1 and RH-1(D)

40-X and 1Height and Bulk District '

7303-001, 7303-A-001, 7308-001, 7309-001, 7309-A-001, 7310-001,
7311-001, 7315-001, 7316-001, 7317-001, 7318-001, 7319-001, 7320-
003, 7321-001, 7322-001, 7323-001, 7325-001, 7326-001, 7330-001,

7331-004, 7332-004, 7333-001, 7333-003, 7333-A-001, 7333-B-001,

7333-C-001, 7333-D-001, 7333-E-001, 7334-001, 7335-001, 7336-001,
7337-001, 7338-001, 7339-001, 7340-001, 7341-001, 7342-001, 7343-
001, 7344-001, 7345-001, 7345-A-001, 7345-B-001, 7345-C-001, 7356-
001, 7357-001, 7358-001, 7359-001, 7360-001, 7361-001, 7362-001,
7363-001, 7364-001, 7365-001, 7366-061, 7367-001, 7368-001, 7369-
001, and 7370-001

Seth Mallen, Parkmerced Investors, LLC
3711 19% Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94132

Rick Cooper — (415) 575-9027
rick.cooper@sfgov.org

ADOPTING FINDINGS RELATED TO THE CERTIFICATION OF A FINAL
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED PARKMERCED PROJECT

MOVED, that the San Francisco Planning Commission (“Commission”) hereby CERTIFIES the
Final Environmental Impact Report identified as Case No. 2008.0021E, Parkmerced Project, 3711
19th Avenue (“Project”), based upon the following findings:

1. The City and County of San Francisco, acting through the Planning Department
(“Department”) fulfilled all procedural requirements of the California Environmental
Quality Act (Cal. Pub. Res. Code Section 21000 et seq., “CEQA”), the State CEQA Guidelines
(Cal. Code of Regulations Title 14, Section 15000 ef seq., (“CEQA Guidelines”) and Chapter 31
of the San Francisco Administrative Code (“Chapter 31”).
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A. The Deparﬁnent determined that an Environmental Impact Report ( “EIR”) was required
and provided public notice of that determination by publication in a newspaper of
general circulation on May 20, 2009

B. On May 12, 2010, the Department published the Draft Environmental Impact Report
("DEIR”) and provided public notice in a newspaper of general circulation of the
availability of the DEIR for public review and comment and of the date and time of the
Planning Commission public hearing on the DEIR; this notice was mailed to the
Department’s list of persons requesting such notice.

C. Notices of availability of the DEIR and of the date and time of the public hearmg were
posted near the project site by Department staff on May 12, 2010.

D. On May 12, 2010, copies of the DEIR were mailed or otherwise delivered to a list of
persons requesting it, to those noted on the distribution list in the DEIR, to adjacent
property owners, and to government agencies, the latter both directly and through the
State Clearinghouse.

E. Notice of Completion was filed with the State Secretary of Resources via the State
Clearinghouse on May 12, 2010. ’ '

2. The Commission held a &uly noticed public hearing on the DEIR on June 17, 2010, and
received public comment. The period for acceptance of written comments ended on July 12,
2010.

3. The Department prepared responses to comments on environmental issues received at the

. public hearing and in writing during the 61-day public review period for the DEIR, prepared

revisions to the text of the DEIR in response to comments received and based on additional

information that became available during the public review period, and corrected errors in

the DEIR. This material was presented in a Comments and Responses document, published

on October 28, 2010, distributed to the Commission and all parties who commented on the
DEIR, and made available to the public at the Department at 1650 Mission Street.

4. The Department has prepared a Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR), consisting of the
DEIR, any consultations and comments received during the review process, any additional
information that became available, and the Comments and Responses document, all as
required by law.

5. Project Environmental Impact Report files have been made available for review by the
Commission and the public. These files are available for public review at the Department at
1650 Mission Street, and are part of the record before the Commission.

6. On February 10, 2011 the Commission reviewed and considered the FEIR and finds that the
contents of the FEIR and the procedures through which the FEIR was prepared, publicized,
and reviewed comply with the provisions of CEQA, the CEQA Guidelines, and Chapter 31.
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7. The Planning Commission finds that the FEIR reflects the independent judgmént and
analysis of the City and County of San Francisco, is adequate, accurate and objective, and
that the Comments and Responses document contains no significant revisions to the DEIR,
and hereby CERTIFIES THE COMPLETION of the FEIR in compliance with CEQA and the
CEQA Guidelines.

8. The Commjésion, in certifying the completion of the FEIR, finds that the project described in

it:

A. Will result in the following significant and unavoidable project-specific environmental
impacts: '

1) Elimination of a visual/scenic resource of the built environment through the demolition

of the existing garden apartment buildings and the removal of the existing landscaping;

2) Impairment of the significance of the Parkmerced historic district, an historical resource,
through the demolition of the existing garden apartment buildings and removal of existing

landscape features on the Project Site;

3) Construction-related transportation.impacts in the project vicinity due to construction
vehicle traffic and road construction associated with the realignment of the existing light rail
tracks;

4) Traffic impacts at 8 intersections, including;

o Junipero Serra Boulevard/Sloat Boulevard/St. Francisco Boulevard/Portola Drive -
Significant contribution to LOS F conditions during the weekday PM peak hour and
weekend midday peak hour;

e Junipero Serra Boulevard/John Daly Boulevard/I-280 Northbound On-Ramp/I-280
Southbound Off-Ramp/SR 1 Northbound On-Ramp -~ Significant contribution to LOS F
conditions during the weekday PM peak hour;

e 19t Avenue/Sloat Boulevard — LOS E to LOS F in the AM peak hour;

e 19% Averme/Winston Drive — LOS D to LOS E in the weekend midday peak hour and
significant contribution to LOS F conditions during the PM peak hour;

e Sunset Boulevard/Lake Merced Boulevard — LOS C to LOS E in the PM peak hour;

¢ - Lake Merced Boulevard/Winston Drive — LOS C to LOS E in the AM peak hour and LOS
D to LOS F in the PM peak hour; ‘

e Lake Merced Boulevard/Font Boulevard ~ LOS D to LOS F in the AM peak hour and LOS
C to LOS F in the PM peak hour; and ’

¢ Lake Merced Boulevard/Brotherhood Way — LOS D to LOS E in the AM peak hour, LOS
C to LOS F in the PM peak hour, and LOS C to LOS E in the weekend midday peak hour;
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5) Traffic impacts on the following freeway segments:

* Southbound State Route 1 (Junipero Serra Boulevard) weaving segment between the on-
ramp from Brotherhood Way and the off-ramp to John Daly Boulevard - Significant
contribution to LOS E conditions during the AM peak hour, and LOS E to LOS F during
the PM peak hour; and

e Northbound State Route 1 (Junipero Serra Boulevard) weaving segment between the
Brotherhood Way on-ramp and Brotherhood Way off-ramp, due to uncertainty of
proposed mitigation to remove the loop onramp and replace it with a left-turn onramp,
which is subject to Caltrans’ jurisdiction.

6) Potential transit impacts due to the exceedance of the available transit capacity of Muni
transit routes serving the Project Study Area, due to uncertainty of proposed mitigation to
provide additional transit vehicles, which is subject to SFMTA's jurisdiction;

7) Potential transit impacts to the M Ocean View light rail due to route realignment and
subsequenit increased travel time, due to uncertainty of proposed mitigation to provide
additional light rail vehicles or install transit signal priority, which are both subject to the
SFMTA's jurisdiction;

8) Potential transit impacts due to increased vehicular traffic resulting in increased travel
times for operations of the Muni 17-Parkmerced, 18-48% Avenue, 28-19% Avenue; 28L-19t
Avenue Limited and 29-Sunset bus lines, as well as SamTrans bus service along the Lake Merced
Boulevard corridor, due to uncertainty of proposed mitigation to provide additional transit
vehicles or install transit preferential treatments, which are both subject to SEMTA's jurisdiction;

9) Transit impacts due to increased travel times and effects to operations of the Muni 17-
Parkmerced, 28-19% Avenue and 28L-19% Avenue Limited and 29-Sunset bus lines, as well as
SamTrans bus service along the Lake Merced Boulevard corridor;

10) Noise impacts due to increased trafﬁc;

11) Light rail noise and vibration impacts;

12) Noise impacts due to operation of stationary noise sources potentially exceeding noise
level standards;
13) Construction-related toxic air contaminates impact;

14) Operatlonal reglonal air quality impacts;

15) Temporary wmd impacts during phased construction;
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16) Potential wind impacts due to the proposed Special Use District, which could result in
exceedances of the wind hazard criterion or increases in the area subject to winds greater than 26

mph;

17):  Operational biological impacts to spec:ial-stafus spedies, including interference with bird
or bat movement and migration corridors and raptor nest sites due to operation of the 51 wind

turbines on the western periphery of the Project Site;

B. Will contribute considerably to the following cumulative environmental impacts:

1) A cumulative impact to the Parkmerced historic district, an historical resource, through
the demolition of the existing garden apartment buildings and removal of existing landscape
features. .

2) Cumulative traffic impacts at 13 intersections, including:

e Junipero Serra Boulevard/Sloat Boulevard/St. Francis Boulevard/Portola Drive;

¢ Junipero Serra Boulevard/fohn Daly Boulevard/I-280 Northbound On-Ramp/I-280
Southbound Off-Ramp/SR 1 Northbound On-Ramp; '

s 19% Avenue/Sloat Boulevard;

e 19% Avenué/Winston Drive;

o 19t Avenue/Holloway Avenue;

¢ Brotherhood Way/Chumasero Drive;

e Sunset Boulevard/Lake Merced Boulevard;

o Lake Merced Boulevard/Winston Drive;

s Lake Merced Boulevard/Font Boulevard;

e Lake Merced Boulevard/Brotherhood Way;

¢ Lake Merced Boulevard/John Muir Drive;

¢ John Daly Boulevard/Lake Merced Boulevard; and

o Lake Merced Boulevard/Gonzalez Drive;
3) Cumulative impacts to traffic at four freeway segments on State Route 1 (Junipero Serra
Boulevard):

¢ Southbound between the Brotherhood Way on-ramp and John Daly Boulevard off-ramp;

¢ Northbound between the off-ramp to Northbound I-280 and the John Daly Boulevard
on-ramp;

s Northbound between the John Daly Boulevard on-ramp and the Alemany Boulevard off-
ramp; and ‘ . '
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e Northbound between the Brotherhood Way loop on- and off-ramps, due to uncertainty
of proposed mitigation to remove the loop onramp and replace it with a left-turn
onramp, which is subject to Caltrans’ jurisdiction;

4) Cumulative impact to transit capacity under 2030 cumulative conditions by contributing
transit ridership to screenlines expected to exceed available transit capacity;

5) Cumulative nojse impacts due to increases in traffic from the Project in combination with
other development; and

6) © Cumulative air quality impacts;

I hereby certify that the foregoing Motion was ADOPTED by the Planning Commission at its
regular meeting of February 10, 2011. : ‘

<
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. - ’f‘j__‘,_,—'
LindaD. Avery - 7~
Commission Secretary
AYES: Commissioners Antonini, Borden, Fong, and Miguel
NAYS: Commissioners Moore, Olague, and Sugaya
ABSENT:
ADOPTED: February 10, 2011
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