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PREPARED INCOMMITTEE | B
I FILE NO.. 170816 | TR2AT MOTION:NO.

- [Appeinitrent; ImmjgrantnghisCommlssmn~RuslanGurvlts]

Motion appointing Ruslan Gurvits {residency requirement waived); term ending June 6,

MOVED, That the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco.dogs |

nafter designated person fo'serve-asa memberof the Immigrant

|l Rights Cormmission, pursuant o the provisions of Adiiriistrative Code, Section 5:201, forthe |

xo oo~ OF OF AN ol R e

il tarm specified:
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atihis fime. The Rules Committes hias cerfified that Ruslan Gurvits is qualified to. |

(N9

seive on the Immigrant Rights Commission.

4. After exercising due diligencs; the Board.of Supervxsors concludes that there is no
other possible represéntative, who is a resident of San Frr’anéis;‘:vci,‘a‘nﬂ;wﬁq hasthe i
$pecific experience, skills, or qualifications possessed by this applicant, and whois

-~ “Wiling fo serve on the Immigrant Rights Commission at this fime; and, be it

FURTHER MOVED, That the Board of Supenisors walves the residency requirement |

1| for. Ruslan Glirvits, as allowed in cases Where no gualified City resident, willing to serve, can

besfound, Bursuant 1o Charter, Section 4101, that requires person(s) appointed to boards,

__\.

- ‘sommissions, and advisory bodies established by legisiative act of the Board of Supervisors

1l 1o be-resident(s)-of the City and Courity-of San Fraricisco.

O

1| Rules Committee g
.BOARD OF SUPERVISORS" : Page 2}
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Evans, Derek

From: - Pon, Adrienne (311)

Sent: : Tuesday, July 11, 2017 12:32 PM ,

To: Safai, Ahsha (BOS); Fewer, Sandra (BOS); Yee, Norman (BOS)

Cc: Sandoval Suhagey (BOS); Pagoulatos, Nick (BOS) Choy, Jarlene (BOS); Evans, Derek
Subiject: FW: candidate for a position with IRC .

Attachments: Immigrant Rights Commission - Jun 28 2017 - 8-17 AM.pdf

Dear Supervisors,

Thank you for your support of the Immigrant Rights Commission. | will be unable to attend tomorrow’s hearing for your
consideration of the appointment of Russ Gurvits to the IRC but wanted to state my full support for his candidacy. There
is a significant Russian-speaking population in the City and we worked hard to recruit a candidate with the experience,
interest and language skills needed by the community. Mr. Gurvits will represent his community and all immigrants well
and we welcome your approval of his candidacy. . :

Thank you,

Adrienne

ADRIENNE PON

Executive Director | OFFICE OF CIVIC ENGAGEMENT & IMMIGRANT AFFAIRS
City & County of San Francisco

50 Van Ness Avenue | San Francisco, CA 94102

Telephone: 415.581.2358 (ask for Melissa Chan, Executive Coordmo’ror/Ofﬁce Manager)
|415.581.2317 {(direct) | Website: OCEIA | Immigrant Rights Commission

Cdnne¢t with OCEIA: @[

From: Ruslan Gurvits [mailto:rgurvits@berkeley.edu]

Sent: Monday, July 03, 2017 12:33 PM _

To: Safai, Ahsha (BOS) <ahsha.safai@sfgov.org>; Fewer, Sandra (BOS) <sandra.fewer@SFGOV1.onmicrosoft.com>; Yee,
Norman (BOS} <norman.yee @sfgov.org>

Subject: Fwd: candidate for a position with IRC

Honorable Supervisor Safai, Fewer, Yee and Staff Sandoval, Pagoulators, and Choy

I, Ruslan Gurvits, have been recruited by Ms. Adrienne Pon, Chair of the Immigration Rights Commission, to
become an Immigration Commissioner representing, advocating, and working on behalf of immigrants.

I want to introduce myself to you. I am extremely honored to have fhis opportunity to share my story with you
and hopefully work with you and other public officials to advocate on behalf of our communities.

I immigrated to the United States from Ukraine when I was seven years old as a refugee. I am so fortunate and
thankful for since then becoming a US Citizen. I dedicated my childhood towards helping other immigrants by

1
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translating legal documents and accompanying them to doctor appointments to help them communicate with
medical professionals. I have witnessed my parents struggle in their new home and thus understand the
challenges that come with immigration.

In many ways, I am the walking representation of the American Dream and all this country stands for. As an

~ immigrant refugee, I have been fortunate to be accepted to UC Berkeley and since then graduated with degrees
in Economics and Public Policy. I have been fortunate to have access to healthcare, information, knowledge,
and opportunity. I understand the struggle. I am thankful for it. I want others to have the same opportunities that
have been blessed to me. ‘

As a Jewish immigrant from Ukraine, I would be the only Russian-speaking and Jewish immigrant
representative on the commission. There are an estimated 800,000 Russian speakers in the San Francisco Bay
Area region (hitp://www.russianamericanmedia.com/who-we-are/russian-americans/demographics/), many of
which are immigrants. There are an estimated 400,000 Jewish people in the San Francisco Bay Area
(http://www.jweekly.com/2015/11/06/bay-area-jewish-population-nears-400000/). These estimates demonstrate
the significance of having 1 representative on this committee who can speak to, advocate, and be accessible to
these persons. '

As the grandson of Holocaust survivors, I represent what America is capable of. While I am a fluent Russian
speaker and Jewish, as an Immigration Commissioner, I would represent, advocate on behalf of, and work for
all immigrants including but not limited to those from the Latino, Hispanic, and Asian commumtles regardless
of legal status.

Thank you for your attention,

Russ Gurvits
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City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco 94102-4689
Tel, No. 554-5184
Fax No. 554-5163
TDD/TTY No. 554-5227

BOARD of SUPERVISORS

VACANCY NOTICE

IMMIGRANT RIGHTS COMMISSION

Replaces All Previous Notices

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN of the following vacancies and term expirations (in bold),
appointed by the Board of Supervisors:

Seat 1, Angeles Roy, term expires June 6, 2018, must have a demonstrated knowledge
of and interest in the health, human service, educational, or employment issues that
affect immigrants residing in San Francisco and shall reflect the geographic, ethnic, and
sexual orientation population of San Francisco, for a two-year term.

Seat 2, Haregu Gaime, term expiring June 6, 2018, must have a demonstrated
knowledge of and interest in the health, human service, educational, or employment
issues that affect immigrants residing in San Francisco and shall reflect the geographic,
ethnic, and sexual orientation population of San Francisco, for a two-year term.

Seat 3, Ryan Khojasteh, term expiring June 6, 2018, must have a demonstrated
knowledge of and interest in the health, human service, educational, or employment
issues that affect immigrants residing in San Francisco and shall reflect the geographic,
ethnic, and sexual orientation population of San Francisco, for a two-year term.

Seat 4, succeeding Andrei Romanenko, term expired June 6, 2017, must have a
demonstrated knowledge of and interest in the health, human service, educational, or
employment issues that affect immigrants residing in San Francisco and shall reflect the
geographic, ethnic, and sexual orientation population of San Francisco, for the
unexpired portion of a two-year term ending June 6, 2019.

Vacant seat 5, succeeding Leah Chen Price, resigned, must have a demonstrated
knowledge of and interest in the health, human service, educational, or employment
issues that affect immigrants residing in San Francisco and shall reflect the geographic,
ethnic, and sexual orientation population of San Francisco, for the unexpired portion of-
a two-year term ending June 6, 2018.

Seat 6, succeeding Mario Paz, term expired June 6, 2017, must be an immigrant fo the

United States, appointed in accordance with Charter, Section 4.101, and have a
demonstrated knowledge of and interest in the health, human service, educational, or
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Immigrant Rights Commission
VACANCY NOTICE ‘ :
June 22, 2017 ’ Page 2

employment issues that affect immigrants residing in San Francisco and shall reflect the
geographic, ethnic, and sexual orientation population of San Francisco, for the
unexpired portion of a two-year term ending June 6, 2019.

Seat 7, succeeding Celine Kennelly, term expired June 6, 2017, must be an immigrant
to the United States, appointed in accordance with Charter, Section 4.101, and have a
demonstrated knowledge of and interest in the health, human service, educational, or
employment issues that affect immigrants residing in San Francisco and shall reflect the
geographic, ethnic, and sexual orientation population of San Francisco, for the
unexpired portion of a two-year term ending June 6, 2019.

Seat 8, succeeding Felix Fuentes, term expired June 6, 2017, must be an immigrant to
the United States, appointed in accordance with Charter, Section 4.101, and have a
demonstrated knowledge of and interest in the health, human service, educational, or
employment issues that affect immigrants residing in San Francisco and shall reflect the
geographic, ethnic, and sexual orientation population of San Francisco, for the
unexpired portion of a two-year term ending June 6, 2019.

Seat 9, Elahe Enssani, term expiring on June 8, 2018, must be an immigrant to the
United States, appointed in accordance with Charter, Section 4.101, and have a
demonstrated knowledge of and interest in the health, human service, educational, or
employment issues that affect immigrants residing in San Francisco and shall reflect the

geographic, ethnic, and sexual orientation population of San Francisco, for a two-year
term. :

Seat 10, succeeding Melba Maldonado, term expired June 6, 2017, must be an
-immigrant to the United States, appointed in accordance with Charter, Section 4.101,
and have a demonstrated knowledge of and interest in the health, human service,
educational, or employment issues that affect immigrants residing in San Francisco and
shall reflect the geographic, ethnic, and sexual orientation population of San Francisco,
for the unexpired portion of a two-year term ending June 6, 2019.

Seat 11, succeeding Michelle Wong, term expired June 6, 2017, must be an immigrant
{o the United States, appointed in accordance with Charter, Section 4.101, and have a
demonstrated knowledge of and interest in the health, human service, educational, or
employment issues that affect immigrants residing in San Francisco and shall reflect the
geographic, ethnic, and sexual orientation population of San Francisco, for the
unexpired portion of a two-year term ending June 6, 2019.

Report: Annual report to the Board of Supervisors and the Mayor on the review and
evaluation of the services and programs in place for immigrants residing in San
Francisco, any outstanding needs, and recommendations and plans as to a program for
responding to the health, human service, and employment needs of immigrants in a
manner that is not duplicative (pursuant to Administrative Code, Section 5.201(d)(5)).

Sunset Date: None.
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Tramiigrant Rights Commissicn
VACANCY NOTICE ) . .
June 22,2017 L - Page3

Additional irformation relating to the Em*mgrant Right sCommiSéxOn may be tha.éfned‘by
reviewing Adminisirative Code, Section at hitp/lwww. sﬂ:»o' arcfafmumcadns or

by visiting their website hﬁp H’NWW STgoV. orqilmmmran’c

Pursuant{o Board of Superwsors Rules: of Order 2.19 (’\ﬂotron No. 05-92) all- appllcants
-Applying for this Commission must.con plete and submit; with the pplication; a copy
(not ongmal) of Form 700, Statement of Ecoriomic Interests. App lcatrons will 7ot be:
considered if a. copy of Form 700 1s not received. Form 700 Statement of Economic
Interests, may be obtained at hﬁp //www beos qullorm’[GO

Jmerested persons may obtaln an apphcauon from the Board of’ Supervisors webs.tte at
‘ '*-i/wvvw sfbos.orafvacancyapplication or from the Rules Commitiee Clerk, 1 Dr..
Carlton B, Goodlett Place, Room 244, San Francisco, CA 94102-:4689. Compleaed
apphcauons should be:submitted to. rhe Clerk of the Board. Al apphcan’ts musibe -
residents of San Franmsoo unless oLherwnse stated.

Next Stepss Apbhcants who jmeet mxmmum quahr_lcatlons Wﬂl be’ comacLed by the
Rulgs Commltt e : :

hearting. Mémbers of the Ru A v i
meeting and ‘applicant(s) may be asked fo state their quahf icationis, The appomtmem(s)

of the individual(s)-who are Fecomm ended by. the'Rules Committee. will be forwarded to
thé Board of Supemsors for firnal approval

Please ] Note_ Depsndmg upon_ the posting date; & vacéncy may-have: already been f:!led
To determi e if-& vacaricy forthis Comm/ssmn is still-available, or if you require:
.additional‘information, please cal! the Rules Cominiftes Clerk at (415) 554- 7702

- Flrthei Note: Additionaf seafs on this body may: be avaziabfe fhrough oiher appomnna
aufhonf_les lnc/ud/na the Mayofs Ozf‘ ice:

Angela Galvillo
Clerk'of the Board

DATEDIPOSTED; Jupe22, 2047
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San Francisco
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Date Printed: March 17, 2017 Date Established: ) June 6, 1997
Active

IMMIGRANT RIGHTS COMMISSION

Contact and Address:

Adrienne Pon

Immigrant Rights Commission
50 Van Ness Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94102

Phone: (415) 581-2360
Fax: (415) 581-2351
Email: adrienne.pon@sfgov.org

Authority:

lAdministra’tive Code, Section 5.201 (Ordinance No. 211-97) ]

. Board Qualifications:

The Immigrant Rights Commission consists of fifteen (15) voting members. Eleven (11) voting
members are appointed by the Board of Supervisors and the other four (4) voting members are
appointed by the Mayor.

At least elght (8) members shall be immigrants to the United States who are appointed in
accordance with Charter, Section 4.101. It has been past practice that six (6) of the immigrant
members are appointed by the Board of Supervisors and two (2) immigrant members are
appointed by the Mayor. All members must have a demonstrated knowledge of and interest in
the health, human service, educational, or employment issues that affect immigrants residing in
San Francisco and shall reflect the geographlc ethic, and sexual orientation population of San
Francisco. :

The term of each member of the Commission shall be two years; provided, however, that the
members first appointed shall, by lot, classify their terms so that eight (8) members shall serve a
term of three years and seven (7) members shall serve a term of two years. In the event a
vacancy occurs during the term of office of any member, a successor shall be appointed to
complete the unexpired term of the office vacated in a manner similar to that for the initial
member.

The Immigrant Rights Commission shall advise and make recommendations to the Board of
Supervisors and the Mayor about issues affecting immigrants residing in San Francisco.

- "R Board Description" (Screen Print)
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San Francisco
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Report: Annual report to the Board of Supervisors and the Mayor on the review and evaluation
of the services and programs in place for immigrants residing in San Francisco, any outstanding
needs, and recommendations and plans as to a program for responding to the health, human

service, and employment needs of immigrants in a manner that is not duplicative (pursuant to
Administrative Code, Section 5.201(d)(5)).

Sunset Date: None.

"R Board Description" (Screen Print)
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