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August 5, 2019 
 
 
Planning Commission  
Attn:  Jonas Ionin 
1650 Mission Street, Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA  94103 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
On July 30, 2019, Supervisor Brown submitted the following proposed legislation: 
 

File No.  190839 
 

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to allow a grocery store use that is a 
formula retail use in the Fulton Street Grocery Store Special Use District 
(“District”), on Fulton Street between Laguna and Octavia Streets, subject to 
conditional use authorization, and adding criteria for such authorization; clarify 
the definition of a grocery store use within the District; eliminate square footage 
requirements for commercial uses in the District other than a grocery store and 
for subsequent uses in a location previously approved for a grocery store; extend 
the time period for effectiveness of controls for the District to five years from the 
effective date of the Ordinance; and making environmental findings, findings of 
consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning 
Code, Section 101.1, and findings of public necessity, convenience, and welfare 
under Planning Code, Section 302. 
 

This proposed ordinance is being transmitted pursuant to Planning Code, Section 302(b), for 
public hearing and recommendation.  The ordinance is pending before the Land Use and 
Transportation Committee and will be scheduled for hearing upon receipt of your response. 

 
 Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

        
 By:  Erica Major, Assistant Clerk 
        Land Use and Transportation Committee 
 
c: John Rahaim, Director 
 Scott Sanchez, Acting Deputy Zoning Administrator 

Corey Teague, Zoning Administrator 
 Lisa Gibson, Environmental Review Officer 
 Devyani Jain, Deputy Environmental Review Officer 
 AnMarie Rodgers, Director of Citywide Planning 
 Dan Sider, Director of Executive Programs 
 Aaron Starr, Manager of Legislative Affairs 
 Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning 
 Don Lewis, Environmental Planning 
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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 
 

[Planning Code - Fulton Street Grocery Store Special Use District] 
 
Ordinance amending the Planning Code to allow a grocery store use that is a formula 
retail use in the Fulton Street Grocery Store Special Use District (“District”), on Fulton 
Street between Laguna and Octavia Streets, subject to conditional use authorization, 
and adding criteria for such authorization; clarify the definition of a grocery store use 
within the District; eliminate square footage requirements for commercial uses in the 
District other than a grocery store and for subsequent uses in a location previously 
approved for a grocery store; extend the time period for effectiveness of controls for 
the District to five years from the effective date of the Ordinance; and making 
environmental findings, findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight 
priority policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1, and findings of public necessity, 
convenience, and welfare under Planning Code, Section 302. 
 

Existing Law 
 
Grocery stores are permitted in the Fulton Street Grocery Store Special Use District (SUD), 
pursuant to Planning Code Setion 249.35A, but existing law does not allow for a formula retail 
grocery store.  Section 249.35A also requires that any commercial use in the SUD in addition 
to the grocery store, and any use that replaces the grocery store, occupy a maximum of 3000 
square feet of floor area. 
 

Amendments to Current Law 
 
This ordinance would allow conditional use authorization for a formula retail grocery store in 
the SUD, and would clarify the definition of a Grocery Store within the SUD.  It would also 
require, as part of the conditional use authorization requirement, that the project sponsor of a 
formula retail grocery store provide information to the Planning Commission regarding its 
commitment to accept payments from individuals through assistance programs such as the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP), the 
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC), and other 
similar assistance programs.  The ordinance would also require the project sponsor to prepare 
a projection of food affordability at the proposed location and submit it for review by the 
Planning Commission as part of the conditional use authorization.   
 
In addition, the ordinance would eliminate the maximum square foot requirement for other 
commercial uses in the SUD, including those that may be subsequent to the grocery store 
use.   
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The ordinance would also limit applicability of the SUD controls to a grocery store approved 
by the Planning Commission within 5 years of the effective date of the ordinance. 
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