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Introduction to Amendment 

The purpose of this proposed 
amendment to Municipal Elections 
Code Section 510 is to allow the City 
to opt out of printing the names of 
supporters and opponents with local 
ballot measures if doing so avoids a 
ballot exceeding six cards.
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• The San Francisco Board of Supervisors previously opted out of AB 1416 via ordinance for 
any election conducted in Fiscal Year (FY) 2023-24, including the March 5, 2024, election. 

Underlying this MEC amendment is Assembly Bill (AB) 1416 which requires the 
printing of the names of supporters and opponents on ballot labels for local 
measures unless a county’s Board of Supervisors opts out.  

• The Department’s current request to the Board to opt out is related to the expected large 
number of local measures that will appear on the November 2024 ballot.



Changes to a Measure Layout
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Prior to State Law State Measures Only State and Local Measures



Impact on Measure Layout
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Number of measures per card 
(both sides)

12 8

Without Supporters/Opponents With Supporters /Opponents

Number of measures 30 30

Number of cards 2.5 3.75

The Department estimates that listing Supporters and Opponents on the ballot would decrease 
the number of measures that can fit on a card by 33%.



Operational Considerations 
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While a six-card ballot will slow the processing of ballots, a ballot greater than 
six cards will significantly impact many election-related operations. 
• The Department’s ballot printing vendor would need to modify and slow its 

processes for assembling vote-by-mail ballots. 
• The United States Postal Service (USPS) would need to modify how it processes 

outgoing and returned vote-by-mail ballots due to the weight and size of 
envelopes. 

• The Department would need to manually process the possible 400,000 returned 
vote-by-mail ballots, including hand-opening each envelope due to the limitations 
of the Department’s ballot processing equipment. 



Results Reporting Considerations
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The Department is preparing for high turnout in the November 5, 2024, election. 
• Even if the ballot is limited to a six-card ballot for the November election, the 

Department still expects needing at least one extra week to process and count 
ballots, compared to the time needed to process ballots for the recent March 
primary election. 

• Every incremental one-card increase greater than six cards will significantly 
impact and slow the counting of ballots and the release of election results. 

• However, if opting out would still result in a ballot with more than six cards, the 
Department will then print the names of supporters and opponents of local 
measures on the ballots.
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