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From: Ramona Rideout
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS); PrestonStaff (BOS)
Subject: Comments re Webster SAFEWAY Closure (Objection)
Date: Tuesday, January 23, 2024 12:50:22 PM
Attachments: Safeway Closing 3.2023 Sunny Commentsdocx.docx

 

To Whom It May Concern;

Attached please find the comments of my neighbor regarding the pending closure of the
Safeway on Webster. She's a terrific, clear and concise writer, so I hope someone will read
them at today's meeting.

Thank you,
Ramona Rideout
"An ounce of data is worth a thousand pounds of opinion."

mailto:ramonarideout@gmail.com
mailto:board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org
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Safeway Closing 
 
 
Susan Roos 
66 Cleary Court #1301 
 
I join with my neighbors in urging the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to prevent the closure of the Webster Safeway. 
 
If the Webster Safeway store closes, it will have a negative impact on the Western Addition neighborhood and on 
thousands of residents of this area. 
 
Many people, perhaps most, who are served by Safeway cannot afford to shop at Whole Foods or Trader Joe’s.  Many 
cannot drive to stores outside the neighborhood. 
 
Safeway is a full-service grocery store with departments such as Organic Produce. Butcher, Bakery, and Pharmacy,  
Safeway carries a range of product choices, from generic to brand names to gourmet.  So it serves customers from a wide 
range of economic levels. 
Safeway is open early for customers who have jobs and other commitments during the day.  It serves a diverse population 
of residents. 
 
Safeway is the anchor for the other shops in the Webster Center.  If Safeway closes, it will affect the other businesses and 
probably cause a number of other closures, leaving vacant stores and the problems that situation can bring. 
 
Again, I urge the San Francisco Board of Supervisors to prevent the closure of the Webster Safeway. 
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From: lgpetty
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS)
Subject: Support Item 35 # 240047 Agenda 1-23-24 Fillmore Safeway Keep It Open & Work with Community
Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 3:43:14 PM

 

Dear Supervisors,

The Fillmore Safeway store is 2 blocks from my home in a low income LIHTC senior
housing development with 172+ other seniors. 

Most of us rely on Safeway for our groceries, especially low-priced staples and
produce, banking at the Wells Fargo branch inside, and getting medicines from the
Safeway pharmacy.

To lose all this would be a disastrous hardship for us and all of the Western Addition
and Japantown residents.

This area has the largest concentration of seniors in the city. It will be cruel and
inhumane to all of us for Safeway to abandon the area and turn it into a food desert.
(For a long and unpredictable number of years.)

The suddenness of the Safeway decision and short timetable come as a shock, but
not a surprise. It has been apparent for some years that Safeway's heart was not into
serving this neighborhood. Safeway has  not been adequately staffing the store for
proper stocking, customer service, or for loss prevention, and they were not
maintaining the parking lot. 

These add up to longterm disrespect for customers and the neighborhood. 

We have many questions, particularly about the affordability of the proposed
"housing." We do not need market rate units with a handful of BMRs. At very least,
we need 100 per cent affordable rental housing.

Also, this development proposal for 13 story buildings would further urbanize an
already highly urbanized area. Note that still more high rises are in the works for
nearby Plaza East and Freedom West. 

Is the whole of the Western Addition to be an airless sunless landscape of massive
apartment buildings so high-priced that essential workers, families, and seniors can't
afford to live in the area and are pushed out?

Meanwhile the Safeway property construction process would be almost endless with
no guarantee that anything would ever get built, especially anything that benefits the
community. 

mailto:lgpetty@juno.com
mailto:board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org


What are we to do while we're waiting for a not-guaranteed, vague possibility of a
(likely boutique) replacement supermarket? Are we to live and die on chips and soda
from a corner store?

And what of the surrounding buildings housing small businesses and the dialysis
facility? They have the same owner. What is their fate?

Please urge Safeway to stay until construction actually starts, and return afterward.
Urge this giant corporation to meet and work with the community. 

And yourselves ask hard questions of the owner/developers about the specifics and
financing of their plans and urge their committment to act responsibly toward, and
with, all of us neighbors.

Thank you, 
Lorraine Petty
Senior
Fillmore resident
Voter



From: Harry Breaux
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS)
Subject: Please save Safeway
Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 4:17:07 PM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

Dear Supervisors,

I live at 1280 Laguna Street @ Ellis.

It’s a 12-story, 130+ unit senior building and we will be devastated and have a difficult time replacing the function
of the Fillmore/Webster Safeway. There is no reasonable replacement within walking distance.

Since most shoppers of this store do not use cars, the parking lot is large enough to be reduced and accommodate
whatever building is needed for additional housing.

The area holds many low income housing units and all would be negatively impacted by this change.

The developers should not be allowed to destroy this Safeway and inflict such a difficulty on such a vulnerable
population for such a short-sighted and financially motivated justification. They should be compelled with whatever
ability you hold to provide plans for a project that also incorporates this store.

I feel it is your obligation to protect the citizens of this area over those of the interests of the economically propelled
real estate concerns.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

Harry Breaux
1280 Laguna Street Apt #7F
San Francisco, CA 94115-4276
(415) 819-7550
hbreaux94114@icloud.com

mailto:hbreaux94114@icloud.com
mailto:board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org


 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Judith Beck
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS); Mayors Staff (MYR); Breed, Mayor London (MYR); st-francis-

square@googlegroups.com; Board of Directors St. Francis Square
Subject: Safeway Closing
Date: Monday, January 22, 2024 11:48:14 PM

 

I am writing about the announced closing of the Safeway 2 blocks from my
house, on Webster St. To be truthful, I rarely shop at Safeway, though I did get
half my Covid shots there and I occasionally make a purchase. Even so, I am as
riled up about the prospective closing, and the lack of process, as the rest of my
neighbors. I recognize the role of this store in our neighborhood and the
disrespect shown by its sudden, uncommunicative exit.

I’m sure Safeway is making a killing from selling its lot to a big real estate
developer. It is making a killing in other ways, too, dealing a severe blow to the
primary nexus of our community and jeopardizing the bodily and mental health
of families and elderly or disabled residents who depend on it.

The O’Farrell/Fillmore intersection is the heart of our Fillmore neighborhood.
Fillmore Plaza is used both for official programs that benefit our community
and as a small enterprise social gathering spot. The Farmers’ Market takes
place across the street. Fillmore Center Plaza and the Fillmore and O’Farrell
roadways themselves host festivals, observances, and celebrations. The small
local shops flanking the Safeway lot and opening out onto Fillmore are a
spillover draw from Safeway shopping trips. Safeway closing would adversely
affect all of that, especially if the proposed housing would completely close off
O’Farrell St. as a pedestrian corridor between Webster and Fillmore. (The
curbs and cars of the parking lot already impede foot traffic and the lot entirely
blocks vehicular through passage.)

Safeway is the sole full, basic grocery option for certain Fillmore residents –
the not-rich, senior, disabled people trying against odds to continue living
independently in this increasingly unaffordable place, the longtime working
residents pressed for time by today’s demands for overwork just to hang on.
Mollie Stone, while near, is esoteric and unaffordable for most of us. Lucky is a
long way off, and so is the Safeway on Church and Market. Trader Joe’s, slated
for 555 Fulton, is not a basic grocery store; it carries unusual items but lacks
other, ordinary ones. Ending Safeway removes a convenient, walkable food
source. For some of these neighbors, a trip to Safeway means even more: a
little exercise, a respite from isolation at home, a chance to run into neighbors,
and a ritual or routine that helps stave off dementia or depression. In these
ways, Safeway, here for so long and centrally sited, acts as community glue.

mailto:judy.beck@juno.com
mailto:board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org
mailto:MayorsStaff@sfgov.org
mailto:mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org
mailto:st-francis-square@googlegroups.com
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We also worry about the housing that will come. 5 or 6 storeys, spread across
the lot could work fine, interspersed with landscaping (think Friendship Court
or St. Francis Square). As proposed, at 13 storeys, it is yet one more out-of-
scale eyesore imposed on our much-abused, much-ignored district. We fear that
it will be out of reach financially for current or displaced community members
– one more hit of gentrification. We also picture it being both visually
monolithic, ugly, and inhospitable, like many of the surrounding
Redevelopment structures, and closed off to outside foot traffic. We are afraid
that these buildings will not be good, open neighbors, that they will serve to
shut down the vibrant hub that is the Fillmore/O’Farrell juncture, that their high
prices will further inflate the neighborhood economy, driving out even more
longtime residents in a place whose African American population has already
been decimated from 60% to 10% by Redevelopment.

Our final complaint is about the manner in which this transfer is taking place –
with zero consultation with or consideration for the community. One more
time, in our Fillmore/Japantown/Western Addition home, as with Japanese
camp imprisonment and all the phases of Redevelopment, decisions that
massively affect us are being made for us, about us, without us, by those in
higher places with money and power. We were not informed of the sale until it
was a done deal. Even now, if you go into Safeway, you will find not a single
word about the closing or the land sale. To pick up and leave, without a word of
community engagement, is a slap in the face of our infamously beleaguered
district of San Francisco.

Jane Jacobs was a brilliant and assiduous New York City citizen-expert on
community public safety. She did her work in reaction against Redevelopment,
a program which originated in her city and was being unleashed on
neighborhoods there, including her own. Fillmore/Western Addition is the
poster child for the ruthlessness and failure of Redevelopment, as imported
from New York to San Francisco. We are still suffering the destructive
aftermath of that trauma, so Jacobs’ observations are highly pertinent here. She
found that a crucial factor in neighborhood vitality and safety is 24-hour highly
mixed use of a zone – mixed purposes, mixed ages, mixed kinds of people –
exactly what the Webster/Fillmore/O’Farrell intersection provides. Shutting the
all-night store will change that area from one of safety to one of danger, from
whenever Safeway leaves till whenever the next occupant arrives, and if that
occupant excludes 24-hour open access and use, ever thereafter.

NEWS FLASH

I worked on this letter the better part of yesterday, and today we got the news
that Safeway is postponing its departure till next January. That is a relief and
I’m sure we have the public hue and cry, along with advocacy from the
supervisors (especially District 5’s Dean Preston), neighborhood organizers,
and the mayor to thank. I am glad of this respite and only admonish that the
parties involved – Safeway, Alliance, and our politicians – use it constructively
to listen to our community and heed our concerns. Do not override us. We



know how to keep our home safe and thriving. We don’t want to be trod
underfoot again.

Sincerely,

Judy Beck



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Conny Ford VP
To: Conny Ford
Cc: Board of Supervisors (BOS); Mayors Staff (MYR); Breed, Mayor London (MYR); st-francis-google group
Subject: Re: Safeway Closing
Date: Tuesday, January 23, 2024 5:23:18 AM

 

Thank you Judith - this is well written and right on point. Now, we,within our community and
around our community, must continue to demand respect and our right to remain. Hopefully,
we see each at the rally in front of Safeway this morning at 9. Conny

On Jan 22, 2024, at 11:47 PM, Judith Beck <judy.beck@juno.com> wrote:

I am writing about the announced closing of the Safeway 2 blocks
from my house, on Webster St. To be truthful, I rarely shop at
Safeway, though I did get half my Covid shots there and I
occasionally make a purchase. Even so, I am as riled up about the
prospective closing, and the lack of process, as the rest of my
neighbors. I recognize the role of this store in our neighborhood and
the disrespect shown by its sudden, uncommunicative exit.

I’m sure Safeway is making a killing from selling its lot to a big real
estate developer. It is making a killing in other ways, too, dealing a
severe blow to the primary nexus of our community and jeopardizing
the bodily and mental health of families and elderly or disabled
residents who depend on it.

The O’Farrell/Fillmore intersection is the heart of our Fillmore
neighborhood. Fillmore Plaza is used both for official programs that
benefit our community and as a small enterprise social gathering
spot. The Farmers’ Market takes place across the street. Fillmore
Center Plaza and the Fillmore and O’Farrell roadways themselves
host festivals, observances, and celebrations. The small local shops
flanking the Safeway lot and opening out onto Fillmore are a
spillov:00.  Connyer draw from Safeway shopping trips. Safeway
closing would adversely affect all of that, especially if the proposed
housing would completely close off O’Farrell St. as a pedestrian
corridor between Webster and Fillmore. (The curbs and cars of the
parking lot already impede foot traffic and the lot entirely blocks
vehicular through passage.)

Safeway is the sole full, basic grocery option for certain Fillmore
residents – the not-rich, senior, disabled people trying against odds to

mailto:connyrford@gmail.com
mailto:board@sfsquare.org
mailto:board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org
mailto:MayorsStaff@sfgov.org
mailto:mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org
mailto:st-francis-square@googlegroups.com
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continue living independently in this increasingly unaffordable place,
the longtime working residents pressed for time by today’s demands
for overwork just to hang on. Mollie Stone, while near, is esoteric
and unaffordable for most of us. Lucky is a long way off, and so is
the Safeway on Church and Market. Trader Joe’s, slated for 555
Fulton, is not a basic grocery store; it carries unusual items but lacks
other, ordinary ones. Ending Safeway removes a convenient,
walkable food source. For some of these neighbors, a trip to Safeway
means even more: a little exercise, a respite from isolation at home, a
chance to run into neighbors, and a ritual or routine that helps stave
off dementia or depression. In these ways, Safeway, here for so long
and centrally sited, acts as community glue.

We also worry about the housing that will come. 5 or 6 storeys,
spread across the lot could work fine, interspersed with landscaping
(think Friendship Court or St. Francis Square). As proposed, at 13
storeys, it is yet one more out-of-scale eyesore imposed on our
much-abused, much-ignored district. We fear that it will be out of
reach financially for current or displaced community members – one
more hit of gentrification. We also picture it being both visually
monolithic, ugly, and inhospitable, like many of the surrounding
Redevelopment structures, and closed off to outside foot traffic. We
are afraid that these buildings will not be good, open neighbors, that
they will serve to shut down the vibrant hub that is the
Fillmore/O’Farrell juncture, that their high prices will further inflate
the neighborhood economy, driving out even more longtime
residents in a place whose African American population has already
been decimated from 60% to 10% by Redevelopment.

Our final complaint is about the manner in which this transfer is
taking place – with zero consultation with or consideration for the
community. One more time, in our Fillmore/Japantown/Western
Addition home, as with Japanese camp imprisonment and all the
phases of Redevelopment, decisions that massively affect us are
being made for us, about us, without us, by those in higher places
with money and power. We were not informed of the sale until it was
a done deal. Even now, if you go into Safeway, you will find not a
single word about the closing or the land sale. To pick up and leave,
without a word of community engagement, is a slap in the face of
our infamously beleaguered district of San Francisco.

Jane Jacobs was a brilliant and assiduous New York City citizen-
expert on community public safety. She did her work in reaction
against Redevelopment, a program which originated in her city and
was being unleashed on neighborhoods there, including her own.
Fillmore/Western Addition is the poster child for the ruthlessness
and failure of Redevelopment, as imported from New York to San
Francisco. We are still suffering the destructive aftermath of that
trauma, so Jacobs’ observations are highly pertinent here. She found
that a crucial factor in neighborhood vitality and safety is 24-hour



highly mixed use of a zone – mixed purposes, mixed ages, mixed
kinds of people – exactly what the Webster/Fillmore/O’Farrell
intersection provides. Shutting the all-night store will change that
area from one of safety to one of danger, from whenever Safeway
leaves till whenever the next occupant arrives, and if that occupant
excludes 24-hour open access and use, ever thereafter.

NEWS FLASH

I worked on this letter the better part of yesterday, and today we got
the news that Safeway is postponing its departure till next January.
That is a relief and I’m sure we have the public hue and cry, along
with advocacy from the supervisors (especially District 5’s Dean
Preston), neighborhood organizers, and the mayor to thank. I am
glad of this respite and only admonish that the parties involved –
Safeway, Alliance, and our politicians – use it constructively to listen
to our community and heed our concerns. Do not override us. We
know how to keep our home safe and thriving. We don’t want to be
trod underfoot again.

Sincerely,

Judy Beck

-- 
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email
to board+unsubscribe@sfsquare.org.
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Holly Owen
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS)
Subject: WEBSTER ST.SAFEWAY
Date: Tuesday, January 23, 2024 9:07:05 AM

 

TOTHE Board, i had gone to the SAFEWAY in the Marina for years,then while in the
FILLMORE found the One which is to be torn down for housing.Before learning of this
I  realized the whole group of employees were so much nicer and kept thinking
that,plus not all the self centered /privelaged buyers;which are in my
neighborhood.SO,I WENT BACK THIS PAST WEEKEND,I  bought somethings,but
when got home realied I  was charged too much,so went back;GOD kept me from
getting wet,so knew I  was blessed,then as I  came out,heard the petition,so looked it
up and am writing.PLEASE keep this SAFEWAY OPEN,THEY ARE THE BEST
ONE,I'VE BEEN TO,plus housing can be built somewhere else,don't tear down this
store,the neighborhood nees a grocery less intimidating and cheaper than MOLLE
STONE or WHOLEFOODS;both where entitled folks are prominant,there are
regular/poorer folks that need a grocery they  feel welcome;including myself.THANK
YOU! SINCERELY,HOLLY OWEN

mailto:azraeldelamorte@aol.com
mailto:board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org


 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Stephen Torres
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS)
Cc: Safai, Ahsha (BOS); ChanStaff (BOS); Preston, Dean (BOS); Peskin, Aaron (BOS); Waltonstaff (BOS)
Subject: Support of File No. 240027 Resolution Urging Safeway Inc. to Reverse Decision to close store at 1335 Webster

Street
Date: Tuesday, January 23, 2024 11:56:14 AM

 

Stephen Torres
3158 Mission Street, Apartment No. 3
San Francisco, California 94110

January 23, 2024

The Board of Supervisors of the City & County of San Francisco 
Legislative Chamber, Room 250
City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102

Dear President Peskin and Members of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors,

  I am writing to you in support of Supervisor Dean Preston’s resolution (File No. 240027) 
urging Safeway Incorporated and all associated holding companies to reverse their 
decision to close their store located at 1335 Webster Street. 
  With the recent streamlining of development at the state and municipal level, it is all the 
more incumbent upon all of us to advocate and do everything within our power to ensure 
that our most vulnerable communities do not become food deserts as a result of the closure 
of supermarkets, grocers, and other markets due to the expected increase of real estate 
speculation and transactions. 
  The people of the Western Addition have already suffered greatly at the expense of 
unfettered development and speculation and these communities are endangered of 
complete disappearance. The risk of losing a major fresh  food source for these 
communities should be met with the action and concern reflecting the crisis that it is.
  Please adopt this resolution swiftly on behalf of the communities of the Fillmore, 
Japantown, Western Addition, and all of San Francisco so that a clear message be sent to 
Safeway and its parent companies, present and future, that if they are to do business in our 
city, they must center and include the communities they purport to serve.

Sincerely,

mailto:stephenjontorres@gmail.com
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Stephen Torres
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