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Ai11endu1ent of the whole 
in Committee. 12/19/05 

I FILE NO. os!4 s ORDINANCE NO. 

[Public Works Code - landmark trees""significa_gt trees. and penalties for violations.] 

Ordinance amending the Public Works Code by amending Section 801 to add to the 

purposes; by amending Section 802 to modify various definitions; amending Sections 

802, 806, and 809 to redefine nuisance trees as hazard trees; amending Sections 802 

and 803 authorizing the Urban Forestry Council to succeed to the powers and duties of 

the Tree Advisory Board and to assume new duties; amending Section 806 to allow for 

appeals of decisions concerning removal of street trees that are the responsibility of 

City departments and to extend the notice period to 30 days for removal of street trees 

that are the responsibility of private propertv owners: amending Sections 806 and 807 

to require imposition of in lieu fees under specified circumstances; adding Section 

810A to define significant trees and establish a regulatory program governing their 

removal: amending Sections 804. 807. and 808 to make conforming changes regarding 

significant trees; amending Sections 804, 807, 808, and 810 concerning landmark trees 

and procedures to designate, nominate, and remove landmark trees; amending Section 

811 to create civil penalties and fines and to modify provisions on administrative 

penalties; requiring the Offic_e of _th_eJ,.egislative Analyst to prepare a report concerning 

financial incentives related to landmark trees; and making environmental findings. 

Note: Additions are single-underline italics Times New Roman; 
deletions are strilfcthraugh italics Times /'le;\' Remen. 
Board amendment additions are double underlined. 
Board amendment deletions are strikethrough normal. 

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: 

Section 1. Environmental Findings. The Planning Department has determined that the 

, actions contemplated in this Ordinance are in compliance with the California Environmental 

11 Qoolity Act (C,lifoml' Poblic Reooo<ceo Code "'liooe 21000 et "q.). S'ld dete<ml°'lioo ;, 
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on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File No. 
.q . . . I 

1 '"I'> •/and 1s incorporated herein 1 

by reference. 

Section 2. The San Francisco Public Works Code is hereby amended by amending 

Sections 801. 802, 803, 804, 806, 807, 808, 809, 810, and 811, to read as follows: 

SEC. 801. PURPOSE. 

The San Francisco Urban Forestry Ordinance is enacted to further the following 

public purposes: 

(a) To realize the optimum public benefits of trees on the City's streets and 

9 public places, including favorable modification of microclimates, abatement of air and noise 

1 O pollution, reduction of soil erosion and runoff, enhancement of the visual environment, and 

11 promotion of community pride; 

12 (b) To integrate street planting and maintenance with other urban elements 

13 and amenities, including but not limited to utilities, vehicular and pedestrian traffic, and 

14 enhancement of views and solar access; 

15 (c) To promote efficient, cost effective management of the City's urban forest 

16 by coordinating public and private efforts within a comprehensive and professional 

17 management system; 

18 (d) To reduce the public hazard, nuisance, and expense occasioned by 

19 improper tree selection, planting, and maintenance; 

20 (e) To provide for the creation of an equitable, sustained, and reliable means 

21 of funding urban-forest management throughout the City; 

22 (f) To create and maintain a unified urban-forest resource, enhancing the 

23 City's overall character and sense of place. 

24 

25 1. 
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I. 
1 I ~ _ __Tu_J;ecognize that trees are an essen.tial part of the C(ity's aestheij(; 

2 em1ironment a~rid that the remoyal of important trees sJ:ioulg be addressed thro~h approgriate 

3 public parjicipation apd dialogue_ includirig the Califorol<LE.nvironmental Quality Act !Public; 

4 Reso!Jrces Code Secttons _2J 000 et s~ 

5 SEC. 802. DEFINITIONS. 

6 Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, 

7 (a) "Administrative cost" shall mean 20 percent of the Department's actual 

8 replacement cost, or a minimum of $100, whichever is greater. 

9 

10 111 

11 

:: II 
14 

15 

(b) "City" shall mean the City and County of San Francisco. 

(c) "Community Boards" of San Francisco shall mean the neighborhood 

mediation/dispute settlement service established under the auspices of The Community Board 

Program, Inc. 

(d) "Department" shall mean the Department of Public Works of the City and County 

of San Francisco. 

(e) "Director" shall mean the Director of the Department of Public Works or the 

16 Director's designee. 

17 (f) "Ex officio" shall mean a current employee of any City department, or California 

18 or federal agency whose appointment to the Tfee-/Je.tml Urhan Forestry Council has been 

19 approved by the Director of the Department o(the Environment. 

20 

21 
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(g) "Injure" or "injury" shall mean any act which harms or damages a tree, including 
I 

·I but not limited to impact, cutting, carving, painting, transplanting, or knocking over, and 
! 

includes but is not limited to the following: injurious attachment of any rope, wire, nail, 

I! advertising poster, or other contrivance to any street tree as sctforth in Scctiens 675 and 675. I ef 

I the J,funicipal Pelice Cmk subject to the provisionsgf !bis Article; intentionally or negligently 

11 
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allowing any gaseous, liquid, or solid substance that is harmful to a tree to come into contact 

with a tree; setting fire or intentionally or negligently permitting any fire to burn when such fire 

or the heat therefrom will injure any part of any tree; pruning which in and of itself will kill or 

cause a tree to decline; or severing of all or part of a tree. 

(h) "In-lieu fee" shall mean a fee deposited into the Adopt-A-Tree Fund and 

imposed by the Director. The in-lieu fee shall be equal to the replacement value of a tree(s) to 

be removed or trees that have been destroyed or as otherwise specified in Section 811. In the 

case of trees required to be planted by Section 143 of the City Planning Code, yet excused 

under Section 143(d} of the Planning Code, the in-lieu fee shall be equal to the City's cost to 

plant and water a tree for two years. 

(i) "Interested San Francisco organization" shall mean a San Francisco 

organization or individual that has made a written request to the Department for notification of 

proposed street tree removals in a specified area(s) or_"neighborhood(s). 

U) "Landmark tree" shall mean a tree so designated pursuant to Section 810 of this 

Article. 

(k) "Landscape material" shall mean any tree, shrub, groundcover or other plant. 

(I) "Maintenance" shall mean those actions necessary to promote the life, growth, 

health, or beauty of a tree. Maintenance includes both routine and major activities. "Routine 

maintenance" shall include adequate watering to ensure the tree's growth and sustainability; 

weed control; removal of tree-well trash; staking; fertilizing; routine adjustment and timely 

removal of stakes, ties, tree guards, and tree grates; bracing; and sidewalk repairs related to 

the tree's growth or root system pursuant to Section 706 of this Code. "Major maintenance" 

shall include structural pruning as necessary to maintain public safety and to sustain the 

health, safety, and natural growth habit of the tree; pest and disease-management procedures 
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as needed and in a manner consistent with public health and ecological diversity; replacement 

of dead or damaged trees. Pruning practices shall he in compliance with International Societv of 

Ahoricullure Best Man9gem_ent Practices and ANSI Pruning Standards, whichever is more protective 

4 I o(tree preservation. 

5 (m) "Median strip" shall mean the dividing area in the public way between opposing 

lanes of vehicular traffic. 

(n) "Notice" shall mean written notice by personal delivery or by mailing, either by 

8 letter or postal card, postage prepaid to the last known address as the same appears on the 

9 

1

1 City's most recent assessment rolls. 

10 (o) "M:isanee HazanLtree" shall mean any tree that poses aD ifY\minent hazard to 

11 person or property. I.he Direct2r may determine that a tree may be deemed~.a nuisance 

12 hazard if it or any part of it: (1) appears dead, dangerous, or likely to fall,_e_ven.after prop~ 

13 maintenance activities pre r:ierformed to elimioate dead or dangerpus~rts; (2) obstructs or 

14 damages a streetL-& sidewalk or other existirig.structurf; (3) harbors a serious disease or 

15 infestation threatening the health of other trees; (4) interferes with vehicular or pedestrian 

16 traffic; _Q.r~(5) obstructs official street cleaning activities; or (6) poses any other significant 

17 hazard or potential hazard, as determined by the Director~rovi<!ed, hoy.iever jhat fe(lsib.~ 

18 m(jasures have b0en applied to abatE? any syQhJJazgfil.J>.uchas applicable maintenance 

19 a\:tivities listed in Sectjgn 802(1) of this Article. Th.e Director's deteJmination .. shallb.e in writin_g. 

20 (p) "Person" shall mean any individual, firm, partnership, association, corporation, 

21 company, or organization of any kind. 

22 

23 

24 
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(q) "Planting" shall mean putting or setting into the ground or into a container to 

i grow and irrigating until self-sufficient. 

I 
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(r) "Removal" shall mean any intentional or negligent moving, carrying away, 

elimination or taking away of part or all of a tree. 

(s) "Replacement value" shall mean the actual cost to the Department of replacing 

a tree or landscape material removed or destroyed with a comparable size and species of tree 

or with comparable landscape material. Certain trees or landscape material, because of their 

size, species or historical significance, cannot be replaced from available nursery stock. In 

such case, "replacement value" shall be determined pursuant to the valuation formula 

adopted by the International Society of Arboriculture, as amended from time to time, plus the 

Department's actual costs to replace the tree. "Replacement value" shall include the 

Department's administrative costs. 

(t) 'Sidewalk" shall mean the area between the curbing and the abutting private 

property lot line, whether paved or unpaved, as legislated by the Board of Supervisors and as 

reflected in the Department's official maps. 

(u) :Significant Tree'.'sh9JI mean a tree so.defined in Section 810A of this Article. 

(v) "Street" shall mean the vehicular travel-way portion of any public street, avenue, 

boulevard, lane, road, parkway, freeway, or other public way. 

(vow) "Street tree" shall mean any tree growing within the public right-of-way, including 

unimproved public streets and sidewalks, and any tree growing on land under the jurisdiction 

of the Department. 

(wax) "Tree" shall mean any large perennial plant having a woody trunk(s), branches, 

and leaves. Trees also.shall include palm tree§. 

(x) "Tree Advisory Board" or "Tree Board" shall mean a beam ofpri'.>ate citizens te be 

appointed and to perform specific duties as set forth in Section 803 of this , 4rticle. 
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(y) "Urban forest" shall mean all trees on public streets and rights-of-way within the , 

borders of the City and County of San Francisco, ffltti any trees growing on land subject to the 

jurisdiction of the Department, and llllV other trees suhfect to the provisions o(/his Article. 

(z) "Urhan Forestrv Council" shall mean the Urhan Forestrv Council as estahlished under 

the Environment Code Chapter 12. 

SEC. 803. TREEADVISG.WYBOARD; ES7:4BL!SHMENT, APPGINTAfENT URBAN 

FORESTRY COUNCJL; ADDITIONAL POWERS AND DUTIES. 

(a) There is herehy eslahlished an advisory board to he knov:n as the Tree Alfrismy Board 

consisting of nine pri:·ate cili:e11s, at least three of"rhom shall be professionally trained and 

experienced in " tree relatedfield. Al/ memhers oftiw Tree Board shall ser»e without compenstztion. 

Members shall be appointed hy the Director for a term of.four yC€1rs and shall ser.oe at the Directc;r's 

pleasure. All terms shall commence 30 days after the enactment of this Article. J,femhers mar serve 

successive terms without /imitmion. At !cast one memher shall he selectedfrom a lisr ofpersons 

nominated by the Directer-, one frem a list neminated by the }.fayer, and ene.fi'om a list 11eminatcd·by 

the Board efSupervisers. At least enc D(}partment representati:'C shall serN as (ill ex officio nonveting 

memher Yfthe Tree Beard. Any Citv agenc:', State agency, erfcderal agency may request 1if-the 

Directer an appeintment lri the Tree Boc1rd as ""' ex officio nonvoting member. 

(hf- The Tree Board shall meet at !east six times a year and shall estahl-ish its ew:z opernting 

"""cc·'i '"e" ·"4 'c4 at a ·n '·1i111u-n s 11al' """" ''· .. ~uh''c wt'ce 'leerhg "elhg agenda w1d ot4c·· f , v ,n ff .) ''I • I ' I 'I , r ' I 1 TTTT::;l:::rt:f'tt:':-j ' n , I • ' , , I J • I ' I' I I 

procedural rCtjuiremcnts ofSection 3.500 of the San ,k;·ancisco Charter. 

H(c"'f}--The Tree Board Urhan Forestrv Council shall serve in an advisory capacity to the 

Director or his designee on matters relating to this Article and to tree management in the City. 

The responsibilities of the Tree Board Urhan Forestrv Council may include but shall not be 

I limited to the following: 
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(1) Studying the problems and determining the needs of the City concerning 

its street tree planting and maintenance programs, and advising the Director in this regard; 

(2) Preparing for the Director an annual report detailing the state of the urban 

forest; 

(3) Recommending to the Director appropriate species of trees to be planted 

on City streets or other areas under the Department's jurisdiction; 

(4) Working with the Community Boards of San Francisco in developing 

guidelines, standards, and procedures for the mediation of conflicts between property owners 

over the protection of views, solar access, planting/removal of trees, and other tree-related 

issues; 

(5) Working with the Director concerning the maintenance of an Urban 

Forestry Management Plan; 

(6) Developing and recommending for Board of Supervisors' acjoption 

Jmifillm_criteria for establishing designating "landmark" status for trees under the jurisdiction of 

the Department and uniform criteria, rules, an(j procedures for the removal of "landmark" trees 

pursuant to Section 81 O; 

(7) Making recommendations to the Director on appeals of applications for 

tre_e removal; 

L~Recommending to the Director information to be distributed to the public 

concerning the selection, planting, and maintenance of trees throughout the City; and 

(g~) Recommending to the Director desirable City tree programs and 

activities, including legislation and funding mechanisms. 

(b) The Urban Forestry Council shall perfOrm such other duties assigned to it under the 

Municipal Codes. 
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SEC. 804. JURISDICTION. 

(a) Department's Jurisdiction. The Department shall have jurisdiction over the 

planning, planting, maintenance, and removal of trees in any street or other public right-of-way 

as defined in Section 244 of this Code; over any landscape material in any street median, 

center strip, or other landscaped portion of a public right-of-way; over trees and other 

landscape material in other public spaces under the jurisdiction of the Department; tHtd over 

nuisance hazard trees on private property oo+y as specified in Section 809 anp 81 OA_of this 

Article· over landmark trees as specified in Section 810; an<;l ov~r significant trees.as specifi~d in 

Section 810A. 

SEC. 806. PLANTING AND REMOVAL OF STREET TREES. 

(a) Planting and Removal by the Department. 

(1) Planting. The Department may determine to plant a new tree(s) in a 

sidewalk or public right-of- way. When the Department determines to plant a new street 

tree(s), the Department will undertake maintenance responsibility for such new street tree and 

shall send a courtesy notice to the abutting property owner prior to planting such new tree. 

Any objections to the proposed work must be submitted to the Director in writing and 

postmarked with in 30 days after notice by the Director. The Director shall consider such 

objections and may hold a hearing, in the Director's discretion. The Director's decision on the 

matter shall be final and nonappealable. 

(2) Removal of Street Trees. No street tree shall be cut down or removed by 

the Department unless: 

(A) The Department gives 30 days' prior written notice to the owner of the 

property abutting the affected tree; and 
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(B} Thirty days prior to the removal date, the Department notifies all 

interested San Francisco organizations and owners and, to the extent practical, all o~ner!;; 

9_nd occupants of properties that are on or across from the block face where the affected tree 

is located. In addition, 30 days prior to the removal date, the Department shall post a notice 

on the affected tree. 

(3) Appeal of Tree Removal. 

(A) If within 30 days after the giving of notice for street tree removal, as 

specified in Subsection (a)(2}, or if within 15 days after the giving of notice for removal of a 

1111/s,mee ha::qrd street tree, as specified in Subsection (a)(4}, any person files with the 

Department written objections to the removal, the Director shall hold a hearing to consider 

public testimony concerning the proposed tree removal. Written notice of the date, time and 

place of the hearing shall be posted on the affected tree, provided in a newspaper of general 

circulation, and sent to the objecting party, the owner of the property abutting the affected 

tree, and all interested San Francisco organizations, not less than seven days prior thereto. 

(B) The Director shall issue his or her written decision and order on the 

objections after the public hearing specified above. 

(C} The Director's decision shall be final and nonappoalableappealable tothe 

Bgard of Appeal~. 

(4) Removal of Mlis<1:1ce Hazard Street Trees. 

(A) No nuisance hazard street tree shall be cut down or removed by the 

Department unless: 

(i) Tho Department gives 15 days' prior written notice to the owner of the 

property abutting the affected tree; and 
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(ii) Fifteen days prior to the removal date, the Department notifies all 

interested San Francisco organizations and owners and, to the extent practical, owners and 

occupants of properties that are on or across the block face where the affected tree is located. 

In addition, 15 days prior to the removal date, the Department shall post a notice on the 

affected tree. 

(B) Nuisence Hazard street tree shall have the same meaning as 

"1111isaneehazard tree" in Section 802( o) except that a :zuisence hazard street tree is located 

within the public right-of-way and is the maintenance responsibility of the Department. 

(5) Emergency Removal. In the case of manifest danger and immediate 

necessity, as determined by the Director, the Department may remove any street tree 

immediately. After such emergency removal, the Department shall make a reasonable effort 

to notify ovmers QLovide notice of the necessity for such.action tp the 01"i!llir ofJhe.prooofL' 

g,butting th~_ affected tree, "!!I interest(2d San Francisco_oraanizations and, to the extent 

practical, all owner.sand ,occupants of properties that are on or across from the block face 

where the affected tree was removed and interested San Francisco organizations of the 

necessity for such action. 

(b) Planting and Removal by Persons Other Than the Department. 

(1) Planting and Removal Permits. It shall be unlawful for any person to plant 

or to remove any street tree without a valid permit for such work issued by the Department. All 

permits for the planting or removal of street trees issued by the Director for residential 

properties shall be recorded on the Report of Residential Building Records in accordance with 

Section 351 of the Housing Code. All work associated with a street tree permit must be 

completed within six months of issuance, unless an extension has been granted by the 

Department. 
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(2) Planting. An abutting property owner who desires a permit to plant a 

street tree shall apply to the Department on the designated form. If approved by the Director, 

a permit to plant the specified species of tree(s) shall be issued to the applicant. There shall 

be no administrative fee imposed for a permit to plant a street tree unrelated to property 

development. The Director's decision on a street tree planting permit shall be final and 

appealable to the Board of Appeals. 

(3) Removal. 

(A) An abutting property owner who desires a permit to remove a street tree 

shall apply to the Department on the designated form. Such application must be accompanied 

by an administrative fee in accordance with a fee schedule adopted by the Director. The 

Department may grant or deny the permit in accordance with the following procedures and 

reauirements. If the Department grants a tree removal permit, it may-shall require that another 

street tree be planted in the place of the removed tree or impose an in-lieu fee unless it. m<Jkei> 

):Nritten findi11g_§det9iling the basis for waivilJ9-lhis requJrement. 

(B) Thirty days prior to the removal date th_e Depa_rtment shall give notice to 

all interested San Francisco omanizatiornL<JnQ.., to the extentpracticable,Jh..e o):Nners and 

occupants of progerties th;;it are on or across from the bJock face or adjacent to where the 

affected tree is located. In addition, +G~Q days prior to the removal date, the Department shall 

post a notice on the affected tree. If within +G30 days after the giving of such notice any 

person files with the Department written objections to the removal, the Director shall hold a 

hearing prior to removing the tree. Written notice of the date, time and place of the hearing 

shall be posted on the affected tree and sent to the objecting party and all interested San 

Francisco organizations not less than seven days prior thereto. 
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(C) The Director shall issue his or her written decision and order on the 

objections after the public hearing specified above. 

(D) The Director's decision shall be final and appealable to the Board of 

Appeals. 

(c) Planting and Removal ~City Agencies, Commissions, or Qther_Departments. If 

a City agency, commission, or department other than the Department of Public Works desires 

to plant or remove a street tree, such agency, commission, or department shall be subject to 

the provisions of Subsection (b); provided, however, that for purposes of street tree removal, 

the notice and procedures for Director's hearings set forth in Subsections (a)(2) and (a)(3)fA} 

and (B) shall apply. 

SEC. 807. DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS URBAN FORESTRY PROGRAM; 

POWERS AND DUTIES. 

(a) Arterial Planting Program. The Department shall continue its program of 

appropriate street tree planting along major traffic routes and commercial streets throughout 

the City. 

(b) Neighborhood Planting Program. The Department shall continue to encourage 

and support neighborhood planting programs. Support may include, but need not be limited 

I to, provision of trees and materials, sidewalk cutting and removal, planting labor, technical 

advice, and organizational assistance. The Department is hereby authorized to donate such 

1 funds, materials and labor to neighborhood planting programs as are deemed by the Director 

'[ to be in the public interest and in the interest of the promotion of the urban forest. 

(c) Public Education. The Department shall undertake an on-going program of 

ii 

public outreach and _education in order to promote public understanding of the City's urban 

I forest and public adherence to the standards and procedures established under this Article. 
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(d) Authority over Site Development Plans. 

(!I The Department shall have the authority to review and comment on site 

development plan applications received by the City's Central Permit Bureau that pertain to the 

planting, alteration, or removal of street trees. The Department shall also have the authority to 

review and comment on site development plan applications that pertain to the alteration or 

removal of landmark trees designated pursuant to Section 810(a) of this Article and sj-9,nificant 

trees pursuant to Section 810A of ~his A_rticle. Protection of such trees dilllru:Lconstruction 

shall be required in accord<;ince.with Section 808(~thisArticle._ Removal of such tre_es 

sh<;ill besubject to_the applic<;ible rules~and.proc;~dures for removal set forth in Section 80.Q, 

810, or 81 O.A of this Article. 

(2) If the Zoning Administrator modifies or waives the requirements of 

Planning Code Section 143 pursuant to Planning Code Section 143(d), the Department 

mayshal[ impose an in-lieu fee of the property owner so excused. Further, if a property owner 

is required to plant a street tree pursuant to Planning Code Section 143, the Department 

GaRshall require that the property owner maintain such tree or replace any such tree that 

subsequently dies or is removed by any person, or pay an in-lieu fee. lhe D.epartflljl_nL~h.aJ! 

follow th.e requirements set forth herein for tree replacement or payment ofan in-lieu fee 

unless it makes written findings detailing the ..... basis for waiving sa.id requirements. 

( e) Adopt-A-Tree Fund. Pursuant to Section 10.117-77 of the Administrative Code, 

the Department shall maintain an Adopt-A-Tree Fund to enhance the urban forestry program. 

(f) In-Lieu Planting Program. The Department shall develop and implement an In-
1. 

I Lieu Planting Program to offset the loss of street trees,Jlignificant tre~and landmark trees due 
I, 

!I to removal, destruction, or death. The In-Lieu Planting Program shall also compensate for the 

\1 ioss of trees required to be planted by Section 143 of the Planning Code, yet excused by the 

11 
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Zoning Administrator pursuant to Planning Code Section 143(d). The Department may~ha_ll 

impose an in-lieu fee in accordance with a fee schedule adopted by the Director where a 

street tree is destroyed, removed or is excused from planting where otherwise required by 

Planning Code Section 143. The Department may also shgllassess an in-lieu fee or such other 

penaltv as set f(1rth in Sec1ion 81 J as mitigation for violation of the requirements of this Article. 

Jhe Department shall follow the requirements set forth tjerein f~~ment of an in-lieu fee 

unless it makes written findings detailing the b3;isis for waiving said requirements. As set {Orth 

in Section 811 inffi-lieu fees shall be deposited in the Adopt-A-Tree Fund. 

(g) Tree Adoption Program. The Department shall develop and implement a tree 

adoption program to allow persons to donate money for the purpose of tree planting and 

maintenance. Money donated to the City and County for the purpose of tree planting and 

maintenance shall be deposited into the Adopt-A-Tree Fund. 

SEC. 808. PROTECTION OF TREES AND LANDSCAPE MATERIAL 

(a) Injury to or Destruction of Trees Prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any person to 

intentionally, maliciously or through gross negligence injure or destroy a street treeL &-any 

tree on City propertyL a significant tree_,_QZ'. a landmark tree. Removal of a tree under City order 

or removal in accordance with a permit issued pursuant to Section 806, 810 or 810A of this 

Article is exempt from this prohibition. 

(b) Injury to or Destruction of Landscape Materials Prohibited. It shall be unlawful 

for any person to intentionally, maliciously or through gross negligence injure or destroy any 

landscape material in any street median, center strip, or other landscaped portion of a public 

right-of-way under the City's jurisdiction, except as authorized by the Department. 

(c) Construction Work: Protection of Trees Required. It shall be unlawful for any 

person to engage in any construction work on private or public property without first taking 
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steps to protect street trees~J?ignifjca11t trees., {znd landmark trees from damage, including 

damage caused by soil compaction or contamination,excavation, or$ace.rne11t of concrete.or 

other payement oxJm1illlfilion rpalerial. Jle~vati~onstru~n,_or streeJ work.is planned 

within the. dripline pf a significant tree, aAA-landmark trees QJ a tree~on any street or other 

publicly owned property near any excavation, construction, or street work .said tree(slshall be 

adequately protected. If ~construction work result5Jn.11lli. injurv or damillle tosuc;h trees~ 

the responsible pal!Jijesl may be subjE)Ct to the~enalties.filli..forth in Section 8J 1 of tl}is 

6rticle"° 

SEC. 809. l•iU/5'.4NCE H,J.ZARD TREES; ABATEMENT. 

(a) Notice to Property Owner(s). Upon a finding by the Director that a tree on private 

property or a street tree for which a property owner is responsible is a "nuisance hazard tree" as 

defined herein, the Director shall 2rovidenotice to the property owner(s) which describes the 

condition creating the nui.mnee hazard, the actions required to be taken to abate the :'luisance 

hazard, and the date by which compliance must be completed. Required action may include 

replacement or removal of the tree in ac.cordance with <lJ:mlicable r§9.uire,,ments and 

m:ocedures provided in this Article for removal of the. subject tree. In cases of extreme danger, 

as determined by the Director, the Director may require immediate compliance. 

(b) Director of Public Works To Abate Nuisance Hazard if Owner Fails To Do So. If 

the responsible property owner does not undertake in a timely manner the abatement action, 

as required by said notice, the Director may perform necessary work to abate the 

nuisanccha::ard. The cost of such abatement, including labor, equipment, materials, inspection 

services, and administrative costs, shall be an obligation owing by the responsible property 

owner( s) to the City. 
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1 (c) Method of Enforcement and Collection of Lien. The Department shall send 

2 notice of assessment of costs to the responsible property owner. Such notice shall include a 

3 statement that payment is due within 60 days of the mailing date of the notice. If a responsible 

4 property owner fails timely to remit payment, the Department shall send a second notice of 

5 payment due. Such second notice shall include a statement that failure timely to remit 

6 payment in full to the City within 30 days of the mailing of the second notice shall cause the 

7 Director to institute lien proceedings pursuant to Sections 706.4-706.7 of this Code. 

8 Enforcement and collection of liens for costs associated with 11uisa11ceha:ard tree abatement 

9 shall be in accordance with Sections 706.4-706.7 of this Code, except that all monies received 

10 in payment of such liens, with the exception o(en(orcement costs, shall be credited to the Adopt-

11 A-Tree Fund. 

12 SEC. 810. LANDMARK TREES. 

13 (a) Designation Criteri<l_. VVith the advice Bf the Tree Board and following a public 

14 hearing, the Director shall adopt criteria for the designation of landmark trees, which criteria 

15 shall include consideration of the age, size, shape, species, location, historical association, 

16 visual quality, or other contribution to the City's character. UpoR-the recommendation of the 

17 Director, the Board of Supervisors may designate as a "landmark tree" any street tree or any 

18 tree on property under the jurisdiction of the Department meeting the criteria adopted by the 

19 Director, or-may rescind such designations. Any perSBR-seeking to have a tree designated as 

20 a landmark must pay all costs related to the Board of Supervisors hearing. 

21 (b) Advise the Zoning Administrator. Upon request by the Zoning 

22 Administrator, the Director shall advise the Zoning Administrator regarding landmark trees on 
I, 

23 i a proposed construction site. The Department-sha1t propose measures to protect landmark 

24 trees on a construction site against damage to trunk, roots, and branches. 

25 
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(c) Removal; Special Permit Required. Except in the case of manifest danger 

and immediate necessity, landmark trees shall be removed only upon a determination of the 

Board of Supervisors following a public hearing. The Director shall issue criteria governing 

such determinations. If the Board of Supervisors determines that removal of a landmark trBB 

is necessary or permissible, it may impose such reasonable conditions on the permit for 

removal as it deems necessary to compensate for the loss of the tree, including but not limited 

to the replacement value of the tree, and administrative costs, or contribution to the /\dopt /\ 

Tree Fund. /\ny person seeking permission to remove a landmark tree must pay all costs 

related to the Board of Supervisors hearing. The l[rbaQ Forestry Council shall develop and 

recommend for.adoption by th0 Board o[SupervisorsllilifQ!ID_criteriaforJhede§lg_nation of 

laQdmar.k tree5, which criteria shall include_con5ideratio[l ofthe gge, size, shape, SJ!?Cies~ 

locati~istorical association, visual qua~_or oihfil_contribu:tiQn to the. Cily'.s character, a,g 

fil?1furth.fulction 81_0(f)('f\(AHE\ below. Upon adoption _by the Board of Svpervisors, the 

designation criteria shcill apply to all treeswitb.in the territoriaJUmits ofthe City and Qount~·-gi 

San Francisco. Pending adoption of criteria for designation _of landmark trees, the Urban 

Forestiyyouncil. affected.City departments. and_ the Boai:d_Qf Supervisors shall rel_'{()nJ_ll_e 

a0neral critesia sej forttun_SectioQ 81Qlfl(4l!Al-1El. 

!PJ pesignatio!lE[Qcess. 

~~,_____j1L.Nominati0ns. 6 tree may be nomim;ited. for designation as a landmark 

tree by any of t_he following parties: jil the property owner whose property contains the 

subject tree by a written reauest to the Urban Forestrv Council: (ii) the B_oarci of Slffierviso~ 

Planning Commission, or Lar],dmarks Preservation Advisory Board by adoption of a resolJJ.tiQ_n 

of intent to nominate a tree for landmark status: or..liiil the director of any City aQ?ncy or 

Supervisor McGoldrick 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 18 

12/19/2005 
n: \land use \jmala mu t\boards up \peski n \treesa p4, doc 

I 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

\1 

I 
' 
' 

dep;;iJtment_by filingg,nominationJfilter with the Urban fore~ouncil E.Qcl1tree no_minciteq 

for landmarktree status sha]Lbe the subject of a separate individl,Jal no£!lilliitiorL 

==~12,,,l~. Content of NominaJions. Nomination.s sll.a!Ll2e m;:ide in \Nritfill:lJo the 

Url;lan Fo_restry Cou_ncil and shall include the.basLs for the nominatiQU, whi.ch may ad,dress one 

or more otthe adopted designation criteri.a. includirigjbe factors listed below in Section 

81 O<fll4 llAHEl b51low~JheJo.1:,__afili.llli§..ofillock. and street address of the subject property: 

one or more picture.s of the tre~nd any other information that th.e nominating property owner 

or entity believes. WOL!ld be pertioenqo thE;l nomination. 

J3) .. Urban Forestrv~!J!1QIJ:::!~ring.and Determi_i;iatJ2.n..The--11.rbao Forest!}' 

Council sh.all hoj~ublic.bearing 011.a n0mination_within qO days of receipt of a c;ompleted 

ng.mination re.guest. and.shall determio.e.whether.the .tree.gualifiesas.a l<Jndmark tree 

pursuant to.the adopted designation criteria. After the c.onclusion ofthe.Jlliblicbearing. th.e 

Urban Forest!}' Coui;icil shall adopt writtetLfiDding5 thalfil),ecify the.basis for its decision to 

appro1,1e or reject the nomination ;:ind shall forward these finding5t0Jhegi:mjicant for the 

nomination and the ;:iffected property owner. .Jf the Uri{an fore.§!!;:v Council de.terminruhat 

the subiect tree meets.the.adopted designation criteria. it shall forward.fillld d_ec;isio_n to the 

Director, as to a tr~e onprivate properl:v,, or to the subject City agency. commission or 

department. as to a tree on City-owned prope.~Jf th_51 Urban Forest!}' Counc;il rejects the 

nomination. theCoui;icil shall not acc;512t iJ new request for ,the subjeQ!.treefor three years 

from the d;:ite of its decision. If the Url:Jan Forestry.Coul)cil determinesthat a tree qualifie~ 

a landmark tree. its \NJitten findings oi:i.tti.E!nomination shall be forwarded. along with all)! 

recommendations of relevant Citx agencies. commissi,ons or departments. to the Board of 

Su2ervisors f~ c;onsigeration nursuai;it to Section .81 O(b ll 4) of this Article. Jf the Urb<Jn 

Forest!}' Council fails to forward said findings to the Board. of Supervisors within QO cJm:s o.f 
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the UrbanForestrv Counc.iJ'.s receipt of the nomin<;1tioq requesLthstBoard of Supervisors may 

in its discretion schedule a public he<;1ring on tlliLD.mnLnation,Jn which_ event. the fail um.of the 

j,JrbanForestry Council .. to foi:ward said findings within the 90 da~filiQd shalL.constitvte its 

approvcil of the nomination. 

(4 l Designation. Upon Jhe recommendation of the Urb<;1n Forestrv Council. 

the soard gf SuJ:lervisors may designate as a ''IBndJllilIJsJre.e" any tree_wilbinlb§_Nrr.iiQrial 

limits qJ the City and County of San Francisco that meets the adopted design<;1tion criteria_, or 

may rescj11d such designations. If the Urban.EQrestrv Coµncil do.es not issue findings in a 

!imely.manner pursuant to S.ubsection lb\(~), the Bpard_of $.upervisors,sh9ll adopt its own 

findLngs as part of the designatign of a landmark t(llli, 

fs'.l Land.mark TreeDesjgnation Recorded Notice and Official Book. Upon Board of 

Supervisors designation of a la11dmark tree. the Department or affected agency shall record a 

notice onthe subject prooerty concernil}g the landm,erk tree. The Department also shall 

recordtheJandmark tree desiQ,natiolJ in ao.ottLci&llillik entitleg Landmark Trees. If the 

Jamlmfil!U@.e is a .. street tree!Jnder the maintenance responsibility of the Department, the 

De.Q.,ertment shall re.cord the lanom.cir.Js.treede;;;ign9.t[Qn in a ~arate section,,of the Landmcirk 

Tree book th_at is reserved for thos .. e laridmark trees und.er the mainten9nce res29nsipility of 

the Department. Jhe Department shall mai11tain this.boQk for public.review and update iton a 

reg]Jlar basis with toe assistance ofaffected @g~,11cies" 

.cQl... TemporaryQesignation ofL.andmar,k Tree status. At the tlme a mem.per of the 

Board of Supervisors introduces a resolution l'.)f intent to initiate a.nominationarid submits to 

the. Clerk of the Board of Supervisors the infqrmation required fo,r a landmark treenomination 

request as set forth in section 810(bll2Lthe subject tree sh9ll be temporarijy,i:;lesignatedas a 

landmark tree C'tempgrary designationJ,and be subject to the provisions governing landmark 
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1 irefil~Jorth~herein while,procee(:Jings are pendi,llilpn the landmark tree designation. At. thEJ 

2 time tbe Planning Commission pr Landmarks f>res_erv;;itio.n Advisory Board adopts a res.olution 

3 ofjnten_t to jnitia.te a. nomination. temporary .designatiori of the. subject tree shall occur. If thEJ 

4 DirectoE of the Department or the director of any_ill_hfil..9ity.agency. commission or department 

5 initia.~.1.illKLmarktree design;;itioa,_llio:morary designation shall occur when the Urbal] 

6 forestry <;ouncilQdopts a _resoJution determining tb.illJhe subjec;t tree ~lifies for landmark 

7 tre~~Jlli!ddition .the Director of the l;)ep;;irtrnent sh;;ill have the authority to iss_ue an 

8 emeraericy order JhatJemporarily dfil;jgn;;ites a tr_ee OJ:LR.rivate propertY...flr on any property 

9 under the jurisdictiop ofthe Department to,1;1revent the im!Ilfil!iate removal of 9 tree. ~on 

1 O initia_tion of a riomjnatjon pursy.ant to this Section, the enillv..initiating nomination. sh.all 

11 immediately inform the Director y;ho shall immediat~cause anotice to be providedto the 

12 relevant depa.rtment or private property owner informlf:l!l..them of the special.Rermit ancj 

13 fillliroval requirements pursuant to Section 8.1 O(f.LJf 180 d13ys have elapsed from the date of 

14 temporary designcition and finaLactLonon landmark tree qesignation h.as not been completed. 

15 theJempora.~§jgnation status for thesubject tree shall expire unless the Board of 

16 , Supervisors adopts a resolution to extend thetemporary designation ... Such extension shall 

17 not exceed 90 additjonal days . .Although the subject tree ultimately may be dEJsignajed as§ 

18 lao..dillil.rk_tree s9metime after expirationof temp.orary designation st9tu!;. once the teffi2orary 

19 designation has e.)illir.fill.Jhe ;;iffected treeshall not b.e subject to a new temporary designation 

20 for a\.leC!!;t tw.<:>.v.earsJrorn. the date of temporaJY designation. IJ the Urba.n Forestry C9ul]cil 

21 rejects anomination under sybsection (b)(1t.thetemporary,de_sigriation shall automatically 

22 ter(D.inate~ 

23 ~) Zoning Administrator. The Zor1inJLAdmi~trator shall be required to iden\jfy 

24 designated landmark tree(s) on proposed developmel]t or construction sites and to notify the 

25 
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I Urb~.in Forestrv..Council ~rid the Departm.ent or affected Cjty agen~commi§.sion or 

department The Zoriing Administrat0r an.d the Department or.sucb.Qther City Agency, 

commission or department. with juJisdiction, shall be required to impose measure.s to_ protect 

such landmark trees on a construction site <l9ainst damageJo trunk. ro.~ and branches.in 

accordans;..e with Section 808(c) of this /\r:ticil3. Removal of suph trees shall be subject to the 

rules and procedures.for removalQf l;3ndmar~_tree~1;ovid_ed in thi.s Section. 

ill Ren:ioval Crite.ria and.. Pr0cedlJ res_, 

~~~11"")~=-Removal Criteria_Ihe Urba_n Forestry Council shall deyelgp and 

[(')comm!"lnd for agoption by the Board. of Supervisors u11iform criteria. rules. and,procedures 

governing.deterrninaJion5 to remove landlDfillslrees. Removal criteria shall r§guire 

QQ_Qfil@ration~and )Nritten findingson all of the factors related to the lanctm.filk tree as,setfurtb 

in Section 81 Olgll4 l. _below. and shall not autborize the remov;:ll o{ a landmark tree unless the 

it constitutes a hazard tree oursuant to.Sectjon 8~QLl'ublic notic.Lln accordani:;e with the 

r_equir!"lmen_ts of Section 806(a)(2). aod.1!.hearing shall be reg!.jired~ 

{2) . Removal on Private Propertv: Special P(')rmit Required. A pffioe~oWn§f 

who desires a permit to remov(') a landmark tree shallapply to the Departmeot o.n the 

ciesigm:i1fill1Qrm. S!ffi_h applicatign must be accompanied by an..filimin,iskative fee in 

accordao_ce wi.th a fee schedule adopted by the Director, Except in the. case gf m.anifest 

danger and immediate neces~landmark trees on priva~roperty shall be remo_ved onjy 

afifil11lliJ:l.lmciQr's determination arid issuanG!U)f a _p_ermit. following a public hearing. ,If the 

Director d!"lterminesthatremoval of a landmgrk tree is.ne.cess~ or perrnissiblt; in 

acc;0rdanc;e with the adopted removal criteria. tl:1e Director may impose such re§§g_nable 

condition.s on .. Jhe ~rmjUQC removal a§ he or she deems necessarvJo 00,,,mperisat(:l_ for the 

loss of the tree, including but not limited to therepl;3cement value of the tree, adroinistra_tive 
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costs. cind contribution Jo the,. Adopt-A-Tree Fund. The Director's determination sh.<:ill be final -----.. ---~-"' " - ' ·-· -

and. appealabJfilQJpe Board ot8PQeals". Any person seeking permifil;ion to remove_a 

landmark Jree must 129y__all costs related to the permit process .;;ind pub~hearings. Pe riding 

adoption oJ criteria for removal of landmar.k trees. the Department shall rely on the ge,neral 

criteri9_.filillQ.r1hlo Section 810(f)(4 l£6}!Fl. 

(3) . Re[)J.Ql.'Qlon City-owned .Pro2erty; Special ApPJllvalRequired. Removal 

of a .. land'Ilark tree(s)_cm Cj~Qperty under the jurisdiction of any City agency. commis.sion. 

or departmeot shci.11 be subjec;t to !he criteria,. rules. <ind procedures <:idopte<;l by the Board of 

Supervisors pwsuantto Section 8101tJil). above Lncluding the~cess for public nqtice anq a 

)JefiliDo prior to removal of th.e tree. After follm<ling said criter.i<:Lrule,s, and proc;edures,_the, 

subject Ci~ency, commjssioIJ, or_qepartment shall make, its.dec.ifilQn on removal .of a 

l<mdma.rk tree(sl. Such.decision is final and_nonappealabla .. ,Pending th..e Board of 

Supervisor's adqption.of the criteria rules,and.proceduresJ)ursuant to Section 8101Dl11.Jhe 

agency. comrT]issio11,_or depar:tment shall follow tbe g~al criteria of Sqb~.Qioj'1=(f)(4)(A)-(E) 

and §.imilar,rules_and procedures.for removal of street trees as set forth in Section 806(cl and 

for removal of hazard trees as set forth in this Se,ction 806(a)l4 l. This Subsection sh.all no\ 

supercede, the Charter jurisdiction that has befil1Q.ranted to any City agency. commission,, or 

department. 

.... . (4). Require.d Findings. As part of aJ!YJ!etermination that authorizes remqva] 

of any.landmark trfilt.lhSJ City entity making such determinati,on shall, inaddition to th.e 

adopted removal c;;riteria, conside,ranq make written findings on each of the. following factqrs 

related to the tree: 

!Al Size. age, and species: 
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@) Yisual ch9racteristics. iriclupinQ the tree's form and whether it is a 

J2_[ominent landsca12e feature; 

~ Cultur;;il or historic characteristics. including whether the tree has 

signjfjcantethnic~Jeciation or historical associatio.n or wheJher the tree was part of a 

historic. planting progr;;im that defines_neighborhood character: 

(D) EcologicaLcharacteristics. inclu~ whether tbe tree.provides 

imoortant.wildlif_e habitat..~rt of ~up of interdependent trees. provides erosion.control. 

gr acts "as a l,'Vind or sound barrier; 

fIL.__LQ~r1al char9cteristics. including whether the tree is in a high 

traffic area or low tree_density ar:,~rovides shade or.other benefits to fl1UltiQle. properties, 

and .is vis1,1.ally a,cces.sible fror:n the public right-of~way: and 

(fl One or more criteria tha~alify the tree as a hazard tre~.Ifill..filll 

to Section 80210,l 

~ Emerge~Removal on Private ProperJ'i, In the case ofm;;inifest danger 

and immediate oecessity._as determineci~he Director, the Director mqyJ:emove or require 

tl:Je responsible owner(s\ to remove a langmark tr~r)JJJIBdiately. After such.emergenc_v 

rerrioval. the Djrector sh<Jll provide written n9tice of the riecessity for_fil!ffi_;;iction to tbe Board 

QLfulpervisors and tbe Urban fores~Qouncil and s.haH.also provide such notice,JQJill 

inter~sJed San Francisco oraani;rntio.ns and. to the extent practica.Uo the ovvners and 

occupants qtillQj;lerties that are_Q[LQJ across from the blo.ckJg.ce.,wheie the .affected tr13e was 

Leillill(eJL.JfJlliLDepartinenilru;urs aaycosts..related tQQ[l emergency remoyal. said costs, 

including labor e.ill!Jpment. materials. inspection seryices, and agministrative c.osts. shall be 

an obligation owinglly th.e res,Ronsigle 9oWnerls\ to tbe City. Removal of a landmark tree 

mJISuanUo thi~.bsection is not.subject to Section 810(f)(4\ above. 
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fil Emergency Removal (Jn Ci_ty-o'.'!lillldEroperty. In thl;) case.of manifest 

danger aJlli_L~_giate necessity. as determined~he dire.ctor or gellilli!I mallil,Qfil of the 

subject agenc~mmi5sion. or department llliLsubject agency. commission_,_Q[_department 

may remove a landjllarkJree within its jurifilfu;tion _imr:i:iediateJy .. After s_uch emergen~ 

removal. th.e subject agen..~epartment. or commission shall prQllide written notice Qfl~ 

necessity of such_ action to the Boar.d of .Supervisors..Jl[ban Fqrest,iy_CQ!.rncil and Department 

of P.!Jblic .\Nork§ an.(:! shall al~o providSLfillch notice to _all interested San Francisco 

organization. and, to the extent practical.lhe owners and occupants o~roperti.es t[latare on 

or acrossfrom_the ploc~.face where the affected tree was removed. Ren:ioval of a landmark 

tree pursuanJ tot.his Subsectiop is n_ot subject tp Section 8101flBJ abQlle. 

!gl If a landmark tree(s) ha.s befill..designated iJS part of a local [listoric district or 

landmark under Article 10 of the Planniqg ___ Code, removal of such tree shall be subjectto the 

groce.ciures set forth. in thmanning CQllizArtici~_JO in..illldition to th.e requjreillfillts.of 

Suqsection 8JQ_(fl above. In the case ota conflict between.$ection 8lQ_(f) anciJheArticle 10 

.designation, the more restrictive provisions shall appl,V, 

SEC. 811. PENAL TIES FOR VIOLATION OF ORDINANCE. 

(a) Criminal Penalties. Violation of any of the provisions of Sections 806, 808, a-AG 

810(Gill!1),..and 810A(b} of this Article shall be chargeable as an infraction or a misdemeanor. 

Every violation determined to be an infraction is punishable by a fine of $200 for a first 

violation and $400 for each additional violation within one year. Every violation determined to 

be a misdemeanor is punishable by a fine not exceeding $1,000 and/or imprisonment in the 

County Jail for a period not to exceed six months, for each offense. 

(b) Administrative Civil Penalties and Fees. 
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1 (I) The Director mav call upon the Citv Attomev to maintain an action for 

2 iniunction to restrain or summarv abatement to cause the correction or abatement o(the violation of 

3 this Article, and {Or assessment and recovery ofa civil penalty and reasonable attorney's fees for such 

4 violation. 

5 (2) Any person who violates this Article may be liable [or a civil pena/t\', not to 

6 exceed $500 for each dav such violation is committed or permitted to continue, which penaltv shall be 

7 assessed and recovered in a civil action brought in the name o(the people o(the Citv_hv the Citv 

8 Attomev in any court o(competent jurisdiction. In assessing the amount o(/he civil pcnaltv, the court 

9 may consider an]!_ one or more o(the relevant circumstances presented hv anv o(/he parties to the case, 

10 including, hut not limited to, the (ol!owing: the nature and seriousness of the misconduct. the number of 

11 violations, the persistence o(the misconduct, the length o(time over which the misconduct occurred; 

12 and the wil(iilness o(!he de(cndant's misconduct. The Cit)• Attornev also may seek recoverv o(lhe 

13 attornevs' fees and costs incurred in bringing a civil action pursuant to this Section. 

14 (c) Administrative Penalties. 

15 (1) In addition to the penalties set forth in Subsection,l'. (a) and (h) above, the 

16 Director may require any person who removes, damagesjnjures, or destroys a tree in violation 

17 of the provisions of this Article s./wlf .1Q_pay a sum of money equal to the tree's replacement 

18 value or the diminishment of the tree's value as set forth in the current edition o(Lhe Guide for 

19 Plant Appraisal (Council of Tree and Landscape Appraisers). In no case shall the. adnyinistrative 

20 penalty he less than $500 per violation. When one or more additional violations occurwithin one rear 

21 Qf.."thgiJJ:,Vt violation, the Director mav assess a responsible partv douhle the tree's replacement value or 

22 the diminishment o(!he tree's value. Depending on the n.ature and seriousness o(the misconduct 

23 including unpermitted removal o(or damage to a landmark or significant tree; the number of 

24 violations; the persistence o(the misconduct; the length o(time over which the misconduct occurred· 

25 
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or the wilfidness o(the defendant's misconduct, the Director mav assess additional penalties in excess 

o(lhe amounts specified above. In addition to the administrative penaltv assessed pursuant to this 

Section the Director may assess en(Orcement costs to cover the reasonable costs incurred in enforcing 

the administrative penaltv, including reasonable attornevs' &es. Any and all amounts paid or 

collected pursuant to this subsection, with the exception o(cnfOrcement costs, shall be deposited 

into the Adopt-A-Tree Fund. 

(2) The Department shall send notice of the assessment of administrative 

e+WJ penalties to the responsible i"r&i~erty o:rner part1,, Such notice shall include a statement 

that payment is due within 60 days of the mailing date of the notice. If a responsible property 

owner fails timely to remit payment, the Department shall send a second notice of payment 

due. Such second notice shall include a statement that failure timely to remit payment in full to 

the City within 30 days of the mailing of the second notice shall cause the Director to institute 

lien proceedings pursuant to Sections 706.4 - 706. 7 of this Code. Enforcement and collection 

of liens for costs associated with m1ism1ce hazard tree abatement shall be in accordance with 

Sections 706.4 - 706.7 of this Code, except that all monies received in payment of such liens 

with the exception of enforcement costs, shall be credited to the Adopt-a-Tree Fund. 

,Section 3. The San Franc.lsco Public Works Code is hereby amended 2,y addi_r)g 

Section 81 OA .. to read as follows: 

SEC. 810A. ,SIGNIFICANT TREES. 

jg) Definition. For purooses of this.Section,_a significant tree Sh.all be a tree: L1) on 

property unde~Jhe iurisdictjo_ri ()f the,, Departmentof Public Works or (2) on privatejy o_wned­

propertY,with ;my portiorJ.ill its.ill!Itk withfililfe~t of the 11ublig right-of-way, and~lh_aj 

§atisfies at least one of !he following criteria: (a) a diameter at breast heightlQBHj in excess 

of twelve (12) inches, (b) a ,height in excess of twenty (2fil_feet, or (c) a cano,0y,in excess ()f 
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fifteen (15) feet. Jhe_pirecJor mav geern a significant tree a bazard tree if such tree_salisfies 

the provisions of Section 802(ol. A landm.ark tree shall noJ be_tre.cited as a significant tree 

even if the landmar_k tree meets one or more of the abovementioned criteria. A landmark tree 

shall be governed by the provisions of Section 810. 

LQL. Reinov13I; Requirements. 

~~....-l='o1 "°') Remov13I of 13 significant !reels) on privately-own_ed proQerty shall be 

subject to the rules_andprocedures governing perrnits for removal of street trees as set forth 

in.Section 806(bl, 

121 Removal of a significant tree(s) th13t ar!Ub_e re_sponsibility of th.e 

Q,..epartrnent shaU be subject to the rules_9nd proc;edu_res governing permit for Departmental 

removal of street trees as setforth in Section 8Qilig1 

(3) If the Director deterl!lin§..s.Jhgt a significQ.nt tr_ee is a hazard tree. this 

Article's orovisions a~able_to rernoval ota hazard tree shall~ 

(4 l Emergency Rernoval, In the caseof manifest d1311_qer and immediate 

necessity. as detern;iined IDLlb.lLQJ.rnctQLl!Lwrill~the Dires:JQr.may remove or require .the 

responsible_ owner(s) to remove a significant tree immediately. After .. suc;h emerae.tl£Y 

remoJffiLJ .. he Department shall provide written notice to all iriterested San Francisco 

ornanizfiljons and, IQ the extent pr13ctic_al. owners arid occui:mnts of properties that are on or 

across from the block face whE:Jre the affected tre.e was removed of the.necessityJor_sucb 

9ction 1 ••• If the DepartrnenUncurs any costs relatedJQ.a!J..Jlmerne~re1JJQY._13I. said. costs, 

including labor, E:J9uipment,materials. inspectiQ..Qservices, and administrative costs. shall be 

an obligation owing _by the responsible _ownE:Jr(s) to the Ck .. Removal of a significant tree 

pursuant to this Subsection is.not.subject to Subsection (ill below. 
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le) As pa.rt of \he Djrector's determin.ation to ;:iuthoriz_e removal of a significanttree~ 

the Director sh_9ll coosider theJollo_'!Ving factors related to the tree: 

=~11'"'2. S~age, .and ~cies; 

12) Vi.sual aru:! <llifilbetic charact13ristj~including the tree's form and whether 

it is a promioent landscE1pe feature orpartof a stneetscape: 

~~~(3~)~~-Cultural or his_toriccharacteristiCJL]ncluding whether the tree. has 

ll.ignifig"ant ethnic~ecia\iQQQLhllitoric.alas.sociation or.whether the tree was part ofa 

hist()ric planting prggram that defines neiQhborhood ch_aracter: 

(41 Ecological characteristics,_lncludingwhether the tre~rovides im~rillDJ 

wildlifu.hal:illat~2rt ofa gr~pf interdeoendenttre13s. provjdes._erQillQD control. or actsas 

g_~winctor soundj:>arrie£ 

(5) Loc_;:itioo_9I ch_aracteris\ics, including wh,ether the tree is in a JJlgh traffic; 

ar.eaor low tree density area, orprovides sha9e or other public benefits; 

(6) . Whether lhetree constitutes a hazard tree as set fortb in Section 802(0); 

~~<""'?~) Whether the tree has been maintaineci.as set forth in Section 8QZ!J.1 

!Q2 . Zoning AdministrE1tor .. The Zoning Administrator shall be required to identify 

significant tree(s)on proposed development or constrµction sjtes and to notify the 

Department The Zoning Admini~trator and th.e Dj;!partment s_hall be rEilllJired lo impose 

me?_sures to2rotect such significE1nl trees on a construction si\e against damgq_E;J to trunk, 

roots, E1nd branches in accordance with Se.ction 8Qfil.Q} of this .Article .. Removal of such trees 

shall be subject to the rules and procedure_s for removal of significant trees provided in this 

Sectio_n. 

Section Ji. This section is uncodified. 
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!gL The powers and duties of the Tree Advisory Board, set forth in Public Works Code 

Section 803, pursuant to the Board of Supervisors Ordinance No. 165-95, Clerk of the Board 

of Supervisors File No.'1 , are transferred to the Urban Forestry Council pursuant to this 

Ordinance, and the Tree Advisory Board is hereby dissolved. 

LQl Jhe Office of the Legislative Analyst shall pre pace a report to the Board of 

Supervisors on all po§sible fina.ncial ince,ntives. including. but not limited to. tax credits. tax 

rebates .. and §Ubsi.dizetj tree care, for res,idents or businesses.whose oroperties contain 

.designated land.mark trees. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney 

By: 
~h D. Malamu 
'\_ep ty City Attorney 
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File Number: 051458 

City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Ordinance 

Date Passed: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

Ordinance amending the Public Works Code by amending Section 801 to add to the purposes; by 
amending Section 802 to mod.1fy various defin°irlons; amending Sections 802, 806, and 809 to redefine 
nuisance trees as hazard trees; amending Sections 802 and 803 authorizing the Urban Forestry 
Council to succeed to the powers and duties of the Tree Advisory Board and to assume new duties; 
amending Section 806 to allow for appeals of decisions concerning removal of street trees that are the 
responsibility of City departments and to extend the notice period to 30 days for removal of street 
trees that are the responsibility of private property owners; amending Sections 806 and 807 to require 
imposition of in lieu fees under specified circumstances; adding Section 810A to define significant 
trees and establish a regulatory program governing their removal; amending Sections 804, 807, and 
808 to make conforming changes regarding significant trees; amending Sections 804, 807, 808, and 
810 concerning landmark trees and procedures to designate, nominate, and remove landmark trees; 
amending Section 811 to create civil penalties and fines and to modify provisions on administrative 
penalties; requiring the Office of the Legislative Analyst to prepare a report concerning financial 
incentives related to landmark trees; and making environmental findings. 

September 27, 2005 Board of Supervisors - CONTINUED 

Ayes: 11 - Alioto-Pier, Ammiano, Daly, Dufty, Elsbernd, Ma, Maxwell, 
McGoldrick, Mirkarimi, Peskin, Sandoval 

October 11, 2005 Board of Supervisors - AMENDED, AN AMENDMENT OF THE WHOLE 
BEARING SAME TITLE 

Ayes: 10 - Ammiano, Daly, Dufty, Elsbernd, Ma, Maxwell, McGoldrick, 
Mirkarimi, Peskin, Sandoval 
Excused: I - Alioto-Pier 

October II, 2005 Board of Supervisors - CONTINUED 

Ayes: IO -Ammiano, Daly, Dufty, Elsbernd, Ma, Maxwell, McGoldrick, 
Mirkarimi, Peskin, Sandoval 
Excused: I - Alioto-Pier 

October 18, 2005 Board of Supervisors - CONTINUED 

Ayes: 11 -Alioto-Pier, Ammiano, Daly, Dufty, Elsbernd, Ma, Maxwell, 
McGoldrick, Mirkarimi, Peskin, Sandoval 

November !, 2005 Board of Supervisors -AMENDED, AN AMENDMENT OF THE WHOLE 
BEARING SAME TITLE 

City and County of San Francisco 

Ayes: 11 - Alioto-Pier, Ammiano, Daly, Dufty, Elsbernd, Ma, Maxwell, 
McGoldrick, Mirkarimi, Peskin, Sandoval 
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November 1, 2005 Board of Supervisors - RE-REFERRED: City Operations and Neighborhood 
Services Committee 

Ayes: 11 - Alioto-Pier, Ammiano, Daly, Dufty, Elsbernd, Ma, Maxwell, 
McGoldrick, Mirkarimi, Peskin, Sandoval 

January Hl, 2006 Board of Supervisors - PASSED ON FIRST READING 

Ayes: 8 - Ammiano, Daly, Dufty, Maxwell, McGoldrick, Mirkarimi, Peskin, 
Sandoval 
Noes: 2 - Elsbernd, Ma 
Excused: I - Alioto-Pier 

January 17, 2006 Board of Supervisors - FINALLY PASS ED 

Ayes: 7 - Daly, Dufty, Maxwell, McGoldrick, MirkaTimi, Peskin, Sandoval 
Noes: 3 - Alioto-Pier, Elsbernd, Ma 
Excused: I - Ammiano 

File No. 051458 

JAN ? . o 200& 
Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance 
was FINALLY PASSED on January 17, 2006 
by the Board of Supervisors of the City aud 
County of San Francisco. 

Mayor Gavin Newsom 

Date: January 27, 2006 

I hereby certify that the foregoing ordinance, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, became effective without his approval in accordance with 
the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter. 
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