From: Board of Supervisors (BOS)

To: BOS-Supervisors; BOS-Legislative Aides

Cc: Calvillo, Angela (BOS); Somera, Alisa (BOS); Ng, Wilson (BOS); De Asis, Edward (BOS); Mchugh, Eileen (BOS);
BOS-Operations; BOS Legislation, (BOS)

Subject: FW: Letter of Support: Recognizing Jan. as Human Trafficking Awareness Month

Date: Tuesday, January 13, 2026 1:44:52 PM

Attachments: HART Services flver .ong
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Hello,

Please see below and attached for communication from Huckleberry Youth Programs regarding
File No. 260032, which is Item No. 31 on today’s Board of Supervisors meeting agenda.

File No. 260032: Resolution recognizing the month of January 2026 as “National Human
Trafficking Prevention Month” in the City and County of San Francisco.

Sincerely,

Joe Adkins

Office of the Clerk of the Board

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, CA 94102

Phone: (415) 554-5184 | Fax: (415) 554-5163

board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org | www.sfbos.org

From: Yaneli Gonzalez <ygonzalez@huckleberryyouth.org>

Sent: Friday, January 9, 2026 5:53 PM

To: Board of Supervisors (BOS) <board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>

Subject: Letter of Support: Recognizing Jan. as Human Trafficking Awareness Month

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Letter of Support for Recognizing January as Human Trafficking Awareness Month.pdf

(216K)
Good afternoon,

[ hope this message finds you well. On behalf of the Huckleberry Advocacy and Response
Team (HART), | am writing to submit the attached letter of support for the proposal to
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ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES

Huckleberry Youth
Programs

3310 Geary Blvd.

San Francisco, CA 94118
(415) 668-2622
1-800-735-2929 (TTY)
Fax (415) 668-0631

SAN FRANCISCO SERVICES

Huckleberry House
1292 Page Street

San Francisco, CA 94117
(415) 621-2929
1-800-735-2929 (TTY)
Fax (415) 621-4758

Huckleberry Youth Services
at Cole Street Clinic

555 Cole Street

San Francisco, CA 94117
(415) 386-9398
1-800-735-2929 (TTY)

Fax (415) 386-8212

Huckleberry’s Advocacy and
Response Team (HART)

44 Gough St. Suite304

San Francisco, CA 94103
(415) 525 - 3768
1-800-735-2929 (TTY)

Fax (415) 567-8226

Community Assessment
and Referral Center (CARC)
44 Gough St. Suite# 104

San Francisco, CA 94103
(415) 437-2500
1-800-735-2929 (TTY)

Fax (415) 437-2511

MARIN SERVICES

Huckleberry Teen Health
Program, Montecito Plaza
361 Third Street, Suite G
San Rafael, CA 94901
(415) 258-4944
1-800-735-2929 (TTY)

Fax (415) 258-4943

January 9. 2026
Dear Members of the Youth Commission,

I am writing to express strong support for the proposal to recognize January as Human
Trafficking Awareness Month in San Francisco. Thank you for your leadership in
elevating an issue that has a profound and often hidden impact on young people in our
community.

Huckleberry Youth Programs has a long-standing role in San Francisco’s response to
the commercial sexual exploitation of children and youth. Our involvement in the
development of the County’s CSEC protocol led to a 2014 contract with the San
Francisco Department of Children, Youth and Their Families to provide case
management and crisis services to exploited youth. In 2016, with additional support
from the San Francisco Human Services Agency, this work expanded into an
independent program: the Huckleberry Advocacy and Response Team (HART).

HART serves youth and young adults ages 11-24 who have experienced commercial
sexual exploitation, are at risk of exploitation, or have engaged in survival sex. While
the majority of youth served are from San Francisco, we also support youth from
surrounding counties. Our work centers youth voice, dignity, and safety, recognizing
that exploitation often occurs in the context of historical inequities which can include:
housing instability, economic insecurity, and limited access to supportive systems. We
provide case management services, pro-social activities, therapy, educational
workshops regarding human trafficking, training, case consultations, and operate the
county’s 24/7 rapid response line in collaboration with the San Francisco County Child
Welfare Hotline. Over the past fiscal year 24-25, HART supported 87 youth, and in the
first quarter of this fiscal year, we have already served 26 youth.

In recent months, HART has seen an increase in youth disclosing experiences of
commercial sexual exploitation given the increase of referrals and case consultations.
This underscores the urgency of community awareness, early identification, and
coordinated response. As our community prepares to host large-scale international
events such as the Super Bowl and the World Cup, it is especially important to ensure
that young people, service providers, and the broader public are educated about the
realities of trafficking, how to recognize potential indicators, and how to respond in
ways that prioritize youth safety and dignity.

Recognizing January as Human Trafficking Awareness Month is a critical step toward
increasing public understanding, reducing stigma, and strengthening prevention and
early intervention efforts. This designation affirms a community-wide commitment to

providing crisis, health, and support services to youth and their families in our community





protecting young people and responding to exploitation with compassion and
youth-centered solutions.

We strongly support this proposal and commend the Youth Commission for its
leadership and commitment to the safety and well-being of young people.
Huckleberry’s HART is available as a resource for continued education and
collaboration.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
In Community,

Yaneli Gonzalez

HART Senior Program Manager

44 Gough St., Suite 304

San Francisco, CA 94103

ygonzalez@huckleberryyouth.org
415-264-7620

providing crisis, health, and support services to youth and their families in our community
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recognize January as Human Trafficking Awareness Month.

As outlined in the attached letter, HART works closely with youth who have experienced,
are experiencing, or are at risk of commercial sexual exploitation. Thank you for the
opportunity to share our support. | have included our flyers for our monthly educational
youth group for your reference as well. Please feel free to reach out if we can be a resource
or provide any additional information.

In Community,

Yaneli Gonzalez
HART Senior Program Manager
REACH Member (Racial Equity and Collective Healing)

Huckleberry Youth Programs
HART: Huckleberry Advocacy & Response Team
44 Gough St., Suite 304 | San Francisco, CA 94103

415-264-7620 | huckleberryyouth.org/hart-2019

“Community care is revolutionary care / El cuidado comunitario es cuidado
revolucionario.” — Adrienne Maree Brown
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This e-mail is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and
privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.
If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all
copies of the original message.
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January 9. 2026
Dear Members of the Youth Commission,

I am writing to express strong support for the proposal to recognize January as Human
Trafficking Awareness Month in San Francisco. Thank you for your leadership in
elevating an issue that has a profound and often hidden impact on young people in our
community.

Huckleberry Youth Programs has a long-standing role in San Francisco’s response to
the commercial sexual exploitation of children and youth. Our involvement in the
development of the County’s CSEC protocol led to a 2014 contract with the San
Francisco Department of Children, Youth and Their Families to provide case
management and crisis services to exploited youth. In 2016, with additional support
from the San Francisco Human Services Agency, this work expanded into an
independent program: the Huckleberry Advocacy and Response Team (HART).

HART serves youth and young adults ages 11-24 who have experienced commercial
sexual exploitation, are at risk of exploitation, or have engaged in survival sex. While
the majority of youth served are from San Francisco, we also support youth from
surrounding counties. Our work centers youth voice, dignity, and safety, recognizing
that exploitation often occurs in the context of historical inequities which can include:
housing instability, economic insecurity, and limited access to supportive systems. We
provide case management services, pro-social activities, therapy, educational
workshops regarding human trafficking, training, case consultations, and operate the
county’s 24/7 rapid response line in collaboration with the San Francisco County Child
Welfare Hotline. Over the past fiscal year 24-25, HART supported 87 youth, and in the
first quarter of this fiscal year, we have already served 26 youth.

In recent months, HART has seen an increase in youth disclosing experiences of
commercial sexual exploitation given the increase of referrals and case consultations.
This underscores the urgency of community awareness, early identification, and
coordinated response. As our community prepares to host large-scale international
events such as the Super Bowl and the World Cup, it is especially important to ensure
that young people, service providers, and the broader public are educated about the
realities of trafficking, how to recognize potential indicators, and how to respond in
ways that prioritize youth safety and dignity.

Recognizing January as Human Trafficking Awareness Month is a critical step toward
increasing public understanding, reducing stigma, and strengthening prevention and
early intervention efforts. This designation affirms a community-wide commitment to

providing crisis, health, and support services to youth and their families in our community



protecting young people and responding to exploitation with compassion and
youth-centered solutions.

We strongly support this proposal and commend the Youth Commission for its
leadership and commitment to the safety and well-being of young people.
Huckleberry’s HART is available as a resource for continued education and
collaboration.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
In Community,

Yaneli Gonzalez

HART Senior Program Manager

44 Gough St., Suite 304

San Francisco, CA 94103

ygonzalez@huckleberryyouth.org
415-264-7620

providing crisis, health, and support services to youth and their families in our community
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