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AMENDED IN COMMITTEE
FILE NO. 130744 7/15/2013 ORDINANCE NO.

[Police Code - Aerial Signs and Advertising]

Ordinance amending the Police Code to prohibit the use of aircraft, self-propelled, or

buoyant objects to display any sign or advertising device in the airspace over the 34th

America’s- Cup-course-areaCity and County of San Francisco; and making

environmental findings.

NOTE: Additions are single-underline italics Times New Roman;
deletions are stri itahi i )
Board amendment additions are double-underlined;

Board amendment deletions are strikethrough-normal.

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:

Section 1. The Planning Department has determined that the actions contemplated in
this ordinance comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (California Public
Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.). Said determination is on file with the Clerk of the

Board of Supervisors in File No. and is incorporated herein by reference.

Section 2. Findings. The Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San

Francisco hereby finds as follows:
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1. In recent years, San Francisco voters have consistently sided with initiatives to
restrict the amount of advertising allowed in the City and County of San Francisco, including
the following:

- Approving Measure B in 2002 to prohibit all new general advertising signs
on private property.

- Approving Measure K in 2007 and Measure E in 2009 to prohibit all new
general advertising sings on street furniture and City-owned buildings.

- Disapproving Measure D in 2009 which would have created a Mid-Market

Special Sign District where new general advertising signs would be permitted.

2. Many areas of the City are saturated with general advertising signs. In these areas
the general advertising signs are obtrusive, out of scale, and contribute to visual pollution and
blight.

3. Tourism, San Francisco’s largest revenue generating industry, benefits from the

preservation of the City’s unique character, architecture and vistas. Reducing the amount of
advertising in the City will help accentuate its distinctive appearance and the character that
tourists visit the City to experience.

Section 3. The San Francisco Police Code is hereby amended by adding Article 49, to

read as follows:

ARTICLE 49. AERIAL SIGNS.
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SEC. 4901. GENERAL PROHIBITION.

Except as allowed under Section 4902, no person shall use any type of aircraft or other self-

propelled or buoyant airborne object to display in any manner or for any purpose any sign or

advertising device within the event Aairspace of the City and County of San Francisco. For the

purpose of this section, a ““sign or advertising device " includes, but is not limited to, a poster, banner,

writing, picture, painting, light, model, display, emblem, notice, illustration, insignia, or symbol. A

“sign or advertising device ” does not include a sign or advertising device when placed on or attached

to any ground, building, or structure. Such a sign or advertising device shall be permitted, prohibited,

or otherwise requlated as provided under any applicable law.

SEC. 4902. EXCEPTIONS.

(a) Section 4901 shall not prohibit the display of an identifying mark, trade name, trade

insignia, or trademark on the exterior of an aircraft or self-propelled or buoyant airborne object if the

displayed item is under the ownership or registration of the aircraft’s or airborne object’s owner.

(b) Section 4901 shall not prohibit the display of a sign or advertising device placed wholly and

visible only within the interior of an aircraft or self-propelled or buoyant airborne object.
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SEC. 4903. CRIMINAL AND CIVIL PENALTIES.

(a) Criminal Penalty. Any person who violates any provision of this Article shall be deemed

quilty of an infraction. Any person who violates this Article more than once prior to its expiration shall

be quilty of an infraction or a misdemeanor, at the discretion of the prosecutor. A first violation of this

Article is an infraction is punishable by a fine of not more than $100. A second violation prior to the

expiration of this Article is an infraction punishable by a fine of not more than $200 or a misdemeanor

punishable by a fine of not to exceed $1,000 or by imprisonment in the County Jail for a period not to

exceed six months, or by both such fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of the prosecutor. A third

or subsequent violation prior to the expiration of this Article is an infraction punishable by a fine of not

more than $500 or a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not to exceed $1,000 or by imprisonment in

the County Jail for a period not to exceed six months, or by both such fine and imprisonment, at the

discretion of the prosecutor. Each day a person engages in conduct in violation of this Article shall

constitute a separate violation.

(b) Administrative Penalty. The BireeterCity Administrator may issue administrative citations

for the violation of any provision of this Article. San Francisco Administrative Code Chapter 100,

“Procedures Governing the Imposition of Administrative Fines, ” is hereby incorporated in its entirety

and shall govern the amount of fees and the procedure for imposition, enforcement, collection, and

administrative review of administrative citations issued under this Article.

SEC. 4904. CONFLICT WITH FEDERAL OR STATE LAW.

Nothing in this Article shall authorize the City to impose any duties or obligations in conflict

with limitations on municipal authority imposed by federal or State law. This Article shall be construed

s0 as not to conflict with applicable federal or State law. In engaging in enforcement actions pursuant
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to Section 4902, the City is authorized to implement this Article so as to avoid a conflict, if any, with

applicable federal or State law.

Section 4. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days from the

date of passage.

Section 5. In enacting this Ordinance, the Board intends to amend only those words,
phrases, paragraphs, subsections, sections, articles, numbers, punctuation, charts, diagrams,
or any other constituent part of the Police Code that are explicitly shown in this legislation as
additions, deletions, Board amendment additions, and Board amendment deletions in

accordance with the “Note” that appears under the official title of the legislation.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney

By:

FRANCESCA GESSNER
Deputy City Attorney
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