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FILE NO. 240298 ORDINANCE NO. 114-24

[Commemorative Plaque - Peter Gabel - Noe Valley Farmers Market]

Ordinance designating a portion of the sidewalk on 24th Street between Sanchez and
Vicksburg Streets, adjoining the Noe Valley Farmers Market, as the site of a future
commemorative plaque in honor of Peter Gabel; granting the Public Works Director
authority to approve the installation of a commemorative plaque at said location
following the Director’s review of all permit application materials and the approval of
the plaque design by the Design Review Committee of the Arts Commission; waiving
permit and inspection fees under the Public Works Code for the installation of the
plaque; directing official acts in furtherance of this Ordinance, as defined herein; and
affirming the Planning Department’'s determination under the California Environmental

Quality Act.

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font.
Additions to Codes are in szngle underlzne ztalzcs Times New Roman font.
Deletions to Codes are in
Board amendment additions are in double underlined Arial font.
Board amendment deletions are in
Asterisks (* * * *)indicate the omission of unchanged Code
subsections or parts of tables.

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:

Section 1. Environmental Findings.

The Planning Department has determined that the actions contemplated in this
ordinance comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (California Public Resources
Code Sections 21000 et seq.). Said determination is on file with the Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors in File No. 240298 and is incorporated herein by reference. The Board affirms

this determination.
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Section 2. Commemoration of Peter Gabel.

(@) A law professor, writer, and community activist, Peter Gabel devoted his life to
the creation of a world based on empathy, compassion, and mutual recognition of our
common humanity.

(b)  Peter Gabel was a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of Harvard College, a magna cum
laude graduate of Harvard Law School, and the former president of New College of California,
a non-traditional institution which emerged from the social idealism of the 1960s.

(c) Peter Gabel was a founder of the influential Critical Legal Studies movement,
and his writings about law have contributed to the pursuit of a more humane, just, and socially
connected society and have shown the ways that the principle of individual rights has both
advanced and limited social movements. He co-founded and co-chaired the Project for
Integrating Spirituality, Law, and Politics, a nationwide group of law teachers, lawyers, and law
students who aspire to transform our adversarial, rights-based legal culture into a more
inclusive, egalitarian, and community-based legal culture. in addition to authoring many
articles in law reviews on the relationship between law and social change, Peter Gabel served
as Editor-at-Large of the progressive Jewish magazine Tikkun, and was the author of three
books: The Bank Teller and Other Essays on the Politics of Meaning, Another Way of Seeing:
Essays on Transforming Law, Politics, and Culture; and The Desire for Mutual Recognition
Social Movements and the Dissolution of the False Self.

(d) Inthe early 1970s, Peter Gabel served as the first chairperson of the City of
Berkeley's Police Review Commission, the first commission in the nation to provide for civilian
review of complaints against police officers and build greater trust and understanding between

communities and the police. After moving to San Francisco, he won election to the
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Democratic County Central Committee and persuaded the Board of Supervisors to create the
Commission on National and Community Service, on which he served as chair.

(e) Peter Gabel was also a community leader in San Francisco’s Noe Valley
neighborhood, organizing to save the local bookstore, Cover to Cover, and to stand up for
workers fired for seeking to form a union at a local health food store. He was regarded by
many as “the Mayor of Noe Valley” and the conscience of the neighborhood. He co-founded
the Noe Valley Farmers Market to provide healthy food to its residents while supporting local
organic farmers and creating a public space that fosters community. The Noe Valley Farmers
Market is a rare neighborhood-run farmers market that was initially run solely by volunteers.

4] The Noe Valley Farmers Market has proposed to install a commemorative
plaque in honor of Peter Gabel adjacent to the Noe Valley Farmers Market, and the Noe
Valley Farmers Market is committed to raising all funds necessary to design, fabricate, and
install this commemorative plaque. The Board of Supervisors supports the placement of a
commemorative plaque in honor of Peter Gabel at a site adjacent to the Noe Valley Farmers

Market.

Section 3. Designation of Portion of Sidewalk Adjoining Noe Valley Farmers Market in
Commemoration of Peter Gabel.

In accordance with Public Works Code Section 789.2(a), the Board of Supervisors, in
recognition of the civic contributions of Peter Gabel, hereby designates the portion of sidewalk
on the southerly side of 24th Street between Sanchez and Vicksburg Streets, adjoining the
Noe Valley Farmers Market (“Noe Valley Farmers Market Sidewalk”), as the site of a future

commemorative plaque in honor of Peter Gabel.
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Section 4. Authorizing Public Works Director to Approve Commemorative Plaque
Installation.

In accordance with Public Works Code Section 789.4(c), the Board of Supervisors
approves the commemoration of Peter Gabel on a portion of the Noe Valley Farmers Market
Sidewalk and authorizes the Public Works Director to approve the installation of one
commemorative plaque on or about the Noe Valley Farmers Market Sidewalk, which approval
is conditioned upon the approval of the plaque design by the Arts Commission’s Civic Design
Review Committee and the Director’s review of all applicable permit application materials and
determination that the proposed plaque installation complies with all applicable engineering,
installation, safety, and siting criteria, and all other requirements of Public Works Code

Sections 789 through 789.7.

Section 5. Fee Waiver.
Notwithstanding any contrary provision of the Public Works Code, the Board of
Supervisors hereby waives all permit and inspection fees associated with the installation of

the commemorative plaque in honor of Peter Gabel in accordance with this ordinance.

Section 6. Official Actions Directed.

(a) The Board of Supervisors directs Public Works to take all actions necessary to
implement the intent of this ordinance, including approval of the installation of the
aforementioned plaque, which shall be conditioned upon approval of the Civic Design Review
Committee of the Arts Commission.

(b)  The Board of Supervisors directs Public Works to add the subject sidewalk and

commemorative plaque to the Official City Map of commemorative sites.
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Section 7. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after

enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the

ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board

of Supervisors overrides the Mayor’s veto of the ordinance.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DAVID CHIU, City Attorney

By: /s/ Christopher T. Tom
CHRISTOPHER T. TOM
Deputy City Attorney
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Ordinance

File Number: 240298 Date Passed: June 04, 2024

Ordinance designating a portion of the sidewalk on 24th Street between Sanchez and Vicksburg
Streets, adjoining the Noe Valley Farmers Market, as the site of a future commemorative plaque in
honor of Peter Gabel; granting the Public Works Director authority to approve the installation of a
commemorative plague at said location following the Director’s review of all permit application materials
and the approval of the plague design by the Design Review Committee of the Arts Commission;
waiving permit and inspection fees under the Public Works Code for the installation of the plaque;
directing official acts in furtherance of this Ordinance, as defined herein; and affirming the Planning
Department's determination under the California Environmental Quality Act.

May 13, 2024 Land Use and Transportation Committee - RECOMMENDED

May 21, 2024 Board of Supervisors - PASSED ON FIRST READING

Ayes: 11 - Chan, Dorsey, Engardio, Mandelman, Melgar, Peskin, Preston, Ronen,
Safai, Stefani and Walton

June 04, 2024 Board of Supervisors - FINALLY PASSED

Ayes: 11 - Chan, Dorsey, Engardio, Mandelman, Melgar, Peskin, Preston, Ronen,
Safai, Stefani and Walton

File No. 240298 | hereby certify that the foregoing
Ordinance was FINALLY PASSED on
6/4/2024 by the Board of Supervisors of the
City and County of San Francisco.
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Angela Calvillo
Cierk of the Board

L 13 /24

London N. Breed Date Approved
Mayor
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