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SUBJECT: COMMITTEE REPORT, BOARD MEETING 
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The following file should be presented as a COMMITTEE REPORT at the Board 
Meeting on Tuesday, October 17, 2023.  This item was acted upon at the Rules 
Committee Meeting on Monday, October 16, 2023, at 10:00 a.m., by the votes 
indicated. 
 

Item No. 46  File No. 231020 
 
[Amending the Rules of Order - Limiting Remote Public Comment Opportunities] 
 
Motion amending the Board of Supervisors’ Rules of Order by revising Rule 1.3.3 
(In-Person and Remote Public Comment) to discontinue remote public comment 
by members of the public at meetings of the Board and its committees, except as 
legally required to enable people with disabilities to participate in such meetings. 
 
RECOMMENDED AS A COMMITTEE REPORT 
  
Vote: Supervisor Shamann Walton - Aye  
 Supervisor Ahsha Safai - Aye 
 Supervisor Matt Dorsey - Aye 
  

c: Board of Supervisors 
  Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 
  Alisa Somera, Legislative Deputy Director 
  Anne Pearson, Deputy City Attorney 
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[Amending the Rules of Order - Limiting Remote Public Comment Opportunities] 

Motion amending the Board of Supervisors’ Rules of Order by revising Rule 1.3.3 (In-

Person and Remote Public Comment) to discontinue remote public comment by 

members of the public at meetings of the Board and its committees, except as legally 

required to enable people with disabilities to participate in such meetings. 

MOVED, That the Board amends the Rules of Order of the Board of Supervisors to 

revise Rule 1.3.3, to read as follows:      

1.3.3. In-Person and Remote Public Comment. 

Where opportunity for public comment is required under Rules 3. 8 (Public Testimony 

in Committee), 4.19 (Public Hearings on Appeals), and 4.22 (General Public Comment Before 

the Full Board of Supervisors), members of the public shall be given the option to comment in-

person at a meeting of the Board or a committee or remotely.  

The Clerk of the Board of Supervisors shall offer opportunities to provide remote public 

comment to members of the public as necessary to enable the participation of people with disabilities, 

to the extent required by law.  For purposes of this Rule 1.3.3, "remotely" means telephonically 

or otherwise electronically, as determined by the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors. 
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 SUNSHINE ORDINANCE TASK FORCE 

 Tel:  415 554-7724                                        City Hall, Room 244 
 Fax:  415 554-7854      1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
 TDD/TTY:  415 554-5227             San Francisco 94102-4689 

 https://sfgov.org/sunshine 

President Aaron Peskin and Members 
Board of Supervisors 
1 Carlton B Goodlett Pl Ste 244 
San Francisco CA  94102-4689 

October 4, 2023 

Re:  Oppose Eliminating Remote Public Comment at Board of Supervisors Meetings (File #231020) 

Dear President Peskin and Members: 

By unanimous agreement at its October 4, 2023 regular meeting, the Sunshine Ordinance Task 
Force writes today regarding the anti-Semitic and racist remarks made at the Tuesday, September 26, 
2023 Board of Supervisors meeting during Item 26, General Public Comment, and the Board's proposed 
response to those remarks. 

First, we condemn the remarks made, in the strongest possible way, and completely disassociate 
from the ideas or views expressed.  We believe that a local government public meeting should allow for 
reasonable dialogue and discourse on matters under the jurisdiction of that local government agency.  
Comments related to legislative or administrative matters, or other actions, by City departments, whether 
commendatory, constructively critical, or simply observations, should be welcome, but comments that 
violate the law or City policy, including anti-Semitic, discriminatory, harassing and racist language or 
threats, should be avoided or ended as soon as possible.  We should not tolerate such remarks. 

However, we recognize the general importance that public comment plays in our civic process, 
and the specific value that remote public comment has added since the COVID emergency began in 2020. 
We believe that more people, reflecting diverse communities and views, have been able to engage in 
public meetings, and provide testimony, without having to travel to City Hall or elsewhere to attend 
meetings in person.  Those benefits are significant and tangible.  While the opportunity for inappropriate 
comments has always been available to in-person speakers, remote public comment has added a new way 
for anonymous people to disrupt and distract from necessary public business.  Indeed, it was not long ago 
that comments were made at an in-person meeting of the Building Inspection Commission, with a speaker 
suggesting that a previous Director of Building Inspection might be unable to perform her job duties due 
to being pregnant.  That comment prompted Mayor Gavin Newsom to issue the Mayor's policy on 
discriminatory or harassing remarks made at public meetings in 2005, which is included in the City 
Attorney's Good Government Guide starting on page 197. 

While we agree that anti-Semitic and racist remarks should be avoided, and immediately cut off if 
they are made, we reject the idea that the only way to do so is to eliminate all remote public 
comment at Board of Supervisors meetings, presumably Board committees, and perhaps other City 
Boards and Commissions, policy bodies, advisory bodies, and administrative hearings.  The harm that 
would cause, by restricting public comment to only in-person speakers, would return to pre-2020 
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practices, reduce public participation, and limit public engagement to those with the ability, means, and 
time to attend meetings at City Hall or elsewhere.   

Instead, we suggest that a balance be sought, to continue allowing, indeed encouraging, more 
civic engagement in public meetings through civil discourse on matters before City policy bodies, 
whether in-person or remote, with regular cautions about avoiding discriminatory or threatening remarks 
and clear guidance about what to do to isolate and remove such comments immediately.  In particular, 
heightened concern should be anticipated regarding controversial items, including certain land use 
matters, litigation and personnel decisions (usually in closed session, with public comment in advance), 
and occasionally other items.  Other than that, it appears to us that the most common venue for odd and 
sometimes off-topic comments comes during General Public Comment at regular Board of Supervisors 
meetings on Tuesdays.  We are not aware of that happening during Board of Supervisors committee 
meetings on specific legislation or topical hearings.  Thus, we suggest that additional measures be 
considered for your full Board meetings, including additional staff to moderate speakers or an added time 
delay. 

We believe that further legal, policy and technology research is needed here, with possible budget 
implications as well, and so we suggest that City staff be asked to fully explore this issue, with all due 
speed, and recommend a workable approach that is at once targeted, Citywide, and adaptable.  Further, 
guidance and training for Board and Commission members, as well as clerks and secretaries, should be 
refreshed.  To that end, we are sending copies of this letter to certain City officials who we think should 
have an interest in this matter.  We take this issue very seriously and would like to be involved further in 
the complexities here as you wish.  Please do not hesitate to contact either me or Task Force Member 
David Pilpel for further information or assistance.  Thank you in advance for your time and attention. 

Sincerely, 

Matt Yankee, Chair 
Sunshine Ordinance Task Force 

cc:  Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board, Board of Supervisors 
 Carmen Chu, City Administrator 
 Jillian Johnson, Committee on Information Technology Director, Office of the City Administrator 
 Nicole Bohn, Mayor's Office on Disability Director, Office of the City Administrator 
 Jorge Rivas, Civic Engagement and Immigrant Affairs Director, Office of the City Administrator 
 David Chiu, City Attorney 
 Ben Rosenfield, Controller 
 Gayathri Thaikkendiyil, Acting Executive Director, Ethics Commission 
 Carol Isen, Human Resources Director 
 Sheryl Davis, Executive Director, Human Rights Commission 
 London Breed, Mayor 
 Linda Gerull, Executive Director, Department of Technology 



This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Board of Supervisors (BOS)
To: BOS-Supervisors; BOS-Legislative Aides
Cc: Calvillo, Angela (BOS); Somera, Alisa (BOS); Ng, Wilson (BOS); De Asis, Edward (BOS); Mchugh, Eileen (BOS);

BOS-Operations; BOS-Legislative Services
Subject: FW: About Motion 231020, A Motion of Appeasement
Date: Thursday, October 12, 2023 3:11:06 PM

Hello,

Please see attached for additional communication from Joe Kunzler regarding File No. 231020.

File No. 231020 - Amending the Rules of Order - Limiting Remote Public Comment
Opportunities (Peskin)

Sincerely,

Joe Adkins
Office of the Clerk of the Board
San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, CA 94102
Phone: (415) 554-5184 | Fax: (415) 554-5163
board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org | www.sfbos.org

From: Board of Supervisors (BOS) 
Sent: Friday, October 6, 2023 2:39 PM
To: BOS-Supervisors <bos-supervisors@sfgov.org>; BOS-Legislative Aides <bos-
legislative_aides@sfgov.org>
Cc: Calvillo, Angela (BOS) <angela.calvillo@sfgov.org>; Somera, Alisa (BOS)
<alisa.somera@sfgov.org>; Ng, Wilson (BOS) <wilson.l.ng@sfgov.org>; De Asis, Edward (BOS)
<edward.deasis@sfgov.org>; Entezari, Mehran (BOS) <mehran.entezari@sfgov.org>
Subject: FW: About Motion 231020, A Motion of Appeasement

From: Joe A. Kunzler <growlernoise@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, October 6, 2023 12:06 PM
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS) <board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>
Cc: Young, Victor (BOS) <victor.young@sfgov.org>; Calvillo; Calvillo, Angela (BOS)
<angela.calvillo@sfgov.org>; Dorsey, Matt (BOS) <matt.dorsey@sfgov.org>; Stefani, Catherine (BOS)
<catherine.stefani@sfgov.org>; Mandelman; Mandelman, Rafael (BOS)
<rafael.mandelman@sfgov.org>
Subject: About Motion 231020, A Motion of Appeasement
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Dear Supervisors;

I'm no Stefani but I'm gonna try.  So tighten the seat belts, ok?

We know Motion 231020 is brought about with the best of intentions.  To
join the horde running away from the Nazi attackers.

But in 1940, Winston Churchill stood and fought - helped by American
arms programs until America could get into The War.  We know the rest.

In 2019, Catherine Stefani stood and fought like a mother.  The NRA
started to go back on their heels like the bullying, terroristic cowards they
are.

In 2022, Voldomir Zelensky was offered a ride out of Ukraine and said
famously, "I need ammunition, not a ride.  The fight is here."

Zelensky went on to say,

“I am here. We are not putting down arms. We will be defending our country,
because our weapon is truth, and our truth is that this is our land, our country,
our children, and we will defend all of this.” 

In 2023, Catherine Stefani stood and fought like a Zelensky.  Our weapons
are truth, courage and some tech stuff.  Simple resolve is stopping the
Nazis.  Washington State would be more than happy to help The State of
Stefani.  It's our obligation?  WHY?  Freedom is not free.  We all wanna be
Catherine Stefani and make our mark on the nation.

So I call upon you to repeal this motion of appeasement.  This motion has
enjoyed the sponsorship of only one Supervisor.  This motion will signal
clearly: You can close the skies to all over California if you spew hate.  I
thought THIS was also the personification of a great state in California:



 
This motion puts my Washington State at risk.  This motion puts the entire
open government community at risk.
 
So imagine if one city just said... NO.  NO, we will not submit.  NO, rather
we will stand like a Stefani.  That city is yours.  The road to restoring SF's
honor and luster starts on Van Ness Avenue.  Not Union Street.  Not
California Street.  Not Judah Street.  Van Ness Avenue at Clerk Angela's in
Supervisor Stefani's command bunker.  Thanks as you can guess WHO I
stand with:
 



 
Americans who remember WWII - and what led up to it - don't appease. 
Because what's next?  In-person oral public comment?  Worse?  I must
say, I must say you give a bully a victory they'll want another and
another.  
 
Remember, I've fought Alex Tsimerman and won, including a historic
$30,000 fine for campaigning without public disclosure.  I know how, when
and where to fight.  Because somebody's gotta stand like a Stefani against
the dark up here.
 
Literally, that's what I'm asking this Board to do: 
 
VETO MOTION 231020 AS WELL INTENDED BUT THE WRONG DIRECTION.
 
STAND UP AGAINST THE NAZIS AND LEAD AS SAN FRANCISCO USED TO.
 
STAND LIKE A STEFANI AGAINST THE DARK AND SEND SOMEONE
STEFANI-ESQUE TO SACRAMENTO TO FIX THE BROWN ACT, STOP THE



HATE AND UNLOCK THE ZELENSKY & STEFANI WITHIN.

WE CAN DO THIS;

Joe A. Kunzler
growlernoise@gmail.com

mailto:growlernoise@gmail.com


This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Joe A. Kunzler
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS)
Subject: Comments re Motion 231020
Date: Friday, September 29, 2023 1:51:33 AM

Dear SFBOS;

Joe Kunzler here.  My comments re Motion 231020 are as follows:

1) With a disability-only hookup what defines, "As necessary to enable the participation of
people with disabilities, to the extent required by law"?  The Brown Act does not address
this.  Perhaps it should.

2) This is clearly something that was enacted in haste.  Meanwhile, Supervisor Stefani was
seemingly able to keep control on the anti-Semites at her 28 Sept 2023 committee
meeting.  We should not take away fundamental freedoms of the air without some debate
because of a few evildoers.  If President Peskin cannot keep control of the air, then a
President Stefani can.

3) I really think you guys better start thinking about how you're going to legally verify
disability and if you're going to legally geo-fence this.  I'd rather see a new remote
testimony policy: Pre-registration with a signature agreeing to the rules.  Failure to comply
means a 1-year ban unless a judge overrules.

4) Enough already.  Enough of the profanity from the trans bully.  Enough of the racism.
Enough of the lies about 9/11 and 1/6.  Enough.

Strategically;

Joe A. Kunzler
growlernoise@gmail.com

mailto:growlernoise@gmail.com
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Mchugh, Eileen (BOS)
To: Young, Victor (BOS)
Subject: FW: Strongly OPPOSING BOS Agenda Item #46 [Amending the Rules of Order - Limiting Remote Comment

Opportunities] File #231020
Date: Monday, October 16, 2023 10:05:36 AM

For the file 
 

From: aeboken <aeboken@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, October 15, 2023 6:36 PM
To: BOS-Supervisors <bos-supervisors@sfgov.org>; BOS-Legislative Aides <bos-
legislative_aides@sfgov.org>
Subject: FW: Strongly OPPOSING BOS Agenda Item #46 [Amending the Rules of Order - Limiting
Remote Comment Opportunities] File #231020
 

 

 
TO: BOS President and members 
 
FROM: Eileen Boken, 
President 
Sunset-Parkside Education and Action Committee (SPEAK)
 
Position: Strongly opposed 
 
 
Please refer to the original email below sent to the Rules Committee. 
 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
 
 
-------- Original message --------
From: aeboken <aeboken@gmail.com>
Date: 10/15/23 10:00 AM (GMT-08:00)
To: matt.dorsey@sfgov.org, dorseystaff@sfgov.org, shamann.walton@sfgov.org,
waltonstaff@sfgov.org, ahsha.safai@sfgov.org, safaistaff@sfgov.org, "Aaron Peskin (BOS)"
<aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>, peskinstaff@sfgov.org
Subject: Strongly OPPOSING Rules Committee Agenda Item #4 [Amending the Rules of Order -
Limiting Remote Comment Opportunities] File #231020
 
 
TO: Rules Committee members and Board President Peskin 
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FROM: Eileen Boken, 
President 
Sunset-Parkside Education and Action Committee (SPEAK)
 
Position: Strong opposition 
 
 
As SPEAK stated when previous restrictions were proposed for remote public comment, it
doesn't need to be an either/or situation. 
 
The solution could be a remote public comment card which would be similar to a library
card.
 
A resident, local NGO, local business could apply for a remote public comment card
through the BOS.
 
A card would be issued with a remote public comment id.
 
When public comment is called, the remote public commenter would not only raise their
hand but also input their remote public comment id.
 
 
 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
 



From:

regina sneed

To: Peskin, Aaron (BOS); Stefani, Catherine (BOS)

Cc: Calvillo, Angela (BOS); Young, Victor (BOS)

Subject:Item 231020 eliminating general remote public comment: in opposition

Date: Monday, October 16, 2023 5:30:15 PMAttachments: rules_of_order.pdf

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from 
untrusted sources.

Dear Supervisor Peskin:
I reviewed the current BOS Rules. The current version does not include prior language that 
would have been in the document for testimony by persons with disabilities because that 
provision has been unnecessary.   Your legislation does not give any information about how a 
person with a disability would request to testify.  I  recall having seen this information when the 
Board opened up public comment. I recall commenting at the time that the rules would make it 
difficult for me to meet the criteria and to even decide by the deadline for the request whether I 
would want to make comments. I was glad that the change would allow me to testify up to the 
last minute remotely.
I urge you to pull this from the agenda because the options that might address misbehavior of 
the privilege of speech like a delay in broadcasting like they do on TV and radio have not been 
considered.   I also  would want a much better process for any limitations placed on 
participation.   There are many people who can’t come to city hall such as parents providing 
childcare, people who work who can take a few minutes to testify remotely but who won’t be 
able to take several hours to testify in person. These people deserve consideration too.
Thank you for considering this request.  A delay to work out a more participatory approach will 
probably head off what I would anticipate are the most certain legal challenges.
Regina Sneed
District two resident

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://sfbos.org/sites/default/files/rules_of_order.pdf___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzo5YTQ1NmFjY2I1NGM2ZTJkN2VlNTc5MTQzYzUxM2VkNDo2Ojc1MDM6YzlkZjgzYTc2MGVkY2Q4YTZmYWQzMzU5ZDM0ZTM2NDAyMGQ4NmRmMzU0ZDRhZTIzNDQ1Yjc1Y2Y0ZGRmZDU1YzpwOlQ

Sent from my iPad
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1. Public Participation 
 
1.1. Open Sessions.  Every meeting of the Board, including all Board committee 


meetings, is open to the public.  The agenda for each meeting of the Board is 
posted at the San Francisco Main Library, on the Board’s kiosk in City Hall, and 
on the Board’s website.  A summary notice which includes the date, time, place, 
and where to find details of the matters to be considered is published in the San 
Francisco official newspaper.  The Board shall not close any part of its open 
meeting to the public for “closed sessions,” sometimes referred to as “executive 
session,” except in strict observance of California’s Ralph M. Brown Act 
(California’s open meeting law) and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance (SF 
Administrative Code 67). 


 
1.2. Written Communications.  The policy of the City and County of San Francisco 


and of the Board of Supervisors is to encourage public participation before 
legislative action is taken by the Board.  Written communications concerning 
municipal issues addressed to the Board or Clerk of the Board and received by 
Monday by 12 noon will be listed on the agenda for the second following Board 
meeting.  Communications relating to matters pending before Board or Board 
committee shall also be placed in the legislative file concerning the matter. 


 
1.3. Public Testimony.  The Board welcomes public testimony.  Persons speaking 


before the Board or at committee shall confine their remarks to the question 
before the Board or committee.  When the full Board considers legislation which 
has not been considered by a committee, public testimony on those items occurs 
during the public comment portion of the Board meeting.  Each regular, special 
and off site meeting of the Board shall provide an opportunity at the appropriate 
place on the agenda for public comment.  See also Rule 3.8, which discusses 
general public comment at Committee meetings and also Rule 4.22, which 
discusses general public comment at Board meetings. 


 
1.3.1. Actions Prohibited during Board of Supervisors’ Meetings. 


1. Applause or vocal expression of support or opposition 
2. Standing in meetings 
3. Eating or drinking in the public gallery 
4. Use of electronic devices, unless they are in silent mode 
5. Handheld signs in the Legislative Chamber or in the committee room 


(although small signs may be worn on clothing) 
 


1.3.2. Political Activities Prohibited During Public Comment.  Public 
comment that expressly advocates for or against a pending candidate or 
ballot measure shall be prohibited, except as required by public meetings 
laws for specific agenda items. For the purpose of this rule, "expressly 
advocate" shall mean speaking or using words and phrases that clearly 
urge support or opposition to a candidate or ballot measure. "Express 
advocacy" shall include. but not be limited to, words and phrases such as 
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"vote for," "elect," "support," "cast your ballot for," "Smith for Mayor," "vote 
against," "defeat," or "reject." This rule shall apply to spoken public 
comment, as well as materials that are visibly televised by an individual 
speaking or present, including, but not limited to, signs, buttons, placards 
and clothing.  
 
The President, the Chair of the Committee and/or the Clerk shall provide 
any person making such public comment a reasonable opportunity to 
redirect their public comment to matters within the Board's jurisdiction 
and/or to take down any materials visible to the public. If the speaker 
continues to expressly advocate for or against a pending candidate or 
ballot measure, the President, the Chair of the Committee and/or Clerk 
may end the speaker's opportunity for public comment. This Rule shall 
also apply to matters being considered in Committee (Rule 3.8) and at 
Board (Rule 4.22). 


 
1.3.3. In-Person and Remote Public Comment.  Where opportunity for public 


comment is required under Rules 3.8 (Public Testimony in Committee), 
4.19 (Public Hearings on Appeals), and 4.22 (General Public Comment 
Before the Full Board of Supervisors), members of the public shall be 
given the option to comment in-person or remotely. For purposes of this 
Rule 1.3.3, “ remotely” means telephonically or otherwise electronically, as 
determined by the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors. 
(Added by Motion No. M23-054 (File No. 230306), approved on 4/12/2023.)  


 
1.4. Speaker Cards.  Speakers at meetings are requested, but not required, to 


identify themselves and fill out cards placed near the public microphone.  The 
information is used to help prepare the minutes of the meeting. 


 
1.5. Interpreters.  The Board shall seek to provide interpreters at each of its regular 


meetings and all meetings of its committees for each language requested, where 
the interpretation is necessary to enable San Francisco residents with limited 
English proficiency to participate in the proceedings provided that a request for 
such interpretation services is communicated to the Clerk of the Board at least 48 
hours before the meeting.  For meetings on a Monday or a Tuesday, the request 
must be made by 12 noon of the last business day of the preceding week.  The 
unavailability of an interpreter shall not affect the ability of the Board or its 
committees to deliberate or vote upon any matter presented to them. 


 
1.5.1. Time Limits for Public Speakers who Request Interpretation 


Assistance.  When a member of the public is addressing the Board of 
Supervisors or one of its Committees, and when time limits have been 
placed on public testimony, the President or chair of the meeting, in order 
to afford all public speakers a uniform time limit for testimony, shall allow 
persons requesting interpretation assistance, by another individual, to 
testify for twice the amount of the time limit, thereby providing uniform time 
for the speaker’s testimony, as well as the time necessary for the 
interpretation of the testimony for the benefit of the Supervisors and the 
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public.  Public speakers who use simultaneous interpretation services will 
be governed by the public testimony time limit applied to speakers who 
have not requested interpretation assistance. 


 
1.6. Security Officers.  The Board requests the Sheriff to provide at each meeting of 


the Board at least one deputy sheriff and such additional deputies as the Sheriff 
judges to be appropriate. 


 
1.7. Disorderly Conduct.  The presiding officer shall order removed from the 


meeting room any person who commits the following acts in respect to a meeting 
of the Board or of a standing or special committee: 


 
1.7.1. Disorderly, contemptuous or insolent behavior toward the Board or 


committee or any member thereof, tending to interrupt the due and orderly 
course of said meeting; 


 
1.7.2. A breach of the peace, boisterous conduct or violent disturbance, tending 


to interrupt the due and orderly course of said meeting; 
 


1.7.3. Disobedience of any lawful order of the presiding officer, which shall 
include an order to be seated or to refrain from addressing the Board or 
committee;   


 
1.7.4. Usage and ringing of cell phones and pagers, not in silent mode in Board 


and committee meetings; 
 


1.7.5. Any other interference with the due and orderly course of said meeting. 
 
1.8. Conduct Enforcement.  Any person removed from a meeting shall be excluded 


from further attendance at the meeting from which removed, unless permission to 
attend is granted upon motion adopted by a majority vote of the Board or 
committee.  Such exclusion shall be effected by attendant law enforcement 
officer or officers upon being so directed by the presiding officer.  Any law 
enforcement officer or officers on duty and in attendance at the meeting, or 
whose services are commanded by the presiding officer, shall carry out all orders 
and instructions given by the presiding officer for the purpose of maintaining 
order and decorum at a Board or committee meeting. 


 
1.9. Law Violations.  In addition to effecting the removal of any person who, in the 


opinion of the presiding officer, has violated the order and decorum of any 
meeting, such presiding officer may direct any law enforcement officer or officers 
to place such person under arrest for violation of Section 403 or Section 415 of 
the California Penal Code, or any other applicable law, and shall cause such 
person to be prosecuted.  The complaint shall be signed by the presiding officer, 
the Clerk of the Board, or the clerk of the meeting. 
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2. Legislative Process 
 
The following is the Board’s process for consideration of ordinances, resolutions, and 
motions. 
 
2.1. Board Actions.  The Board takes action in the form of ordinances, resolutions, 


or motions.  All ordinances, resolutions, and formal motions shall be referred to 
Board committee(s) before consideration by the Board, except for the following: 


 
2.1.1. Ordinances which meet the standards of the Brown Act and court 


decisions concerning emergency ordinances and which are approved by 
at least eight Supervisors; and 


 
2.1.2. Routine resolutions on the printed For Adoption Without Committee 


Reference Agenda, which are adopted by a unanimous vote of the Board; 
and 


 
2.1.3. Resolutions not on the printed agenda, considered on the imperative 


agenda, which meet the standards of the Brown Act and the Sunshine 
Ordinance, and which are adopted by unanimous vote; and 


 
2.1.4. Planning Commission motions relating to appeals, or routine in nature, 


and motions which are parliamentary in nature and which are adopted by 
a majority vote of the Board.  (Motions are not subject to Mayoral veto.) 


 
2.2. Preparation of Ordinances.  The City Attorney’s office generally prepares 


proposed ordinances.  Requests to prepare proposed ordinances are submitted 
by the Mayor, department heads, and Supervisors.  The requests may include 
draft language. 


 
2.2.1. If a Supervisor wishes an ordinance to be prepared, the Supervisor 


completes an Introduction Form and presents it to the Clerk of the Board.  
A Supervisor may also request an ordinance to be prepared during the 
Roll Call for Introductions portion of the Board agenda.  The Clerk of the 
Board shall promptly forward the request to the City Attorney.  A 
Supervisor may also request an ordinance to be prepared by contacting 
the City Attorney. 


 
2.3. Approval as to Form.  All proposed ordinances shall be approved as to form by 


the City Attorney prior to consideration by the Board or a Board committee.  
Resolutions concerning interim zoning controls and bonds must first be approved 
by the City Attorney prior to consideration by the Board or a Board committee. 


 
2.4. Emergency Ordinances.  Emergency ordinances may be adopted only with the 


affirmative vote of eight Supervisors.  Emergency ordinances must be real 
emergencies.  They require a vote on only one day.  They go into effect as soon 
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as signed by the Mayor.  Emergency ordinances expire 61 days after their 
passage.  Promptly after the passage of an emergency ordinance, the Clerk of 
the Board shall refer to the appropriate committee an ordinance that would 
extend the provisions of the emergency ordinance beyond its 61st day.  The 
chair of the committee shall schedule a committee hearing on the extending 
ordinance so that the full Board may first act on the extending ordinance not later 
than the 50th day after the passage of the emergency ordinance. 


 
2.5. Legislative Digests.  The City Attorney prepares a brief digest of each proposed 


ordinance of more than two pages at the time of the ordinance introduction.  
Such digest shall explain in plain English the effects of the ordinance on existing 
law.  If amendments are made to a proposed ordinance, by committee or by the 
Board, which change the effect of the ordinance, the City Attorney shall revise 
the digest.  Amended legislative digests should state that they reflect 
amendments made by the committee or the Board on a certain date.  The Clerk 
of the Board shall distribute digests to each Supervisor and place a digest in the 
legislative file.   


 
2.6. Resolution Writing.  Most resolutions are generally prepared by a Supervisor or 


by the requesting department.  Resolutions may be prepared by the City Attorney 
based on a draft submitted by a Supervisor or department because of the 
complexity of the matter.  Members of the public may submit drafts of proposed 
resolutions to individual Supervisors for their review and introduction.   


 
2.7. Legislative Introductions by Supervisors and the Mayor.  Legislation and 


other matters may be introduced during the portion of the Board meeting 
designated Roll Call for Introductions and up until the adjournment of the meeting 
or 5:00 p.m. whichever is later.  A Board Member or the Mayor may submit an 
original red-line and two copies of the proposed legislation with electronic 
versions transmitted to the Clerk of the Board’s staff.  These matters will have an 
introduction date of that Board meeting; or legislation and other matters may be 
submitted between Board meetings.  These matters will have an introduction 
date of the following Board meeting, except those matters which appear on the 
Adoption Without Committee Reference.   


 
2.7.1. Legislative Introductions Timeline For Departments.  Departments 


may submit an original red-line and two copies of the proposed legislation 
with electronic versions to the Clerk of the Board’s staff before 12 noon on 
Monday.  If Monday is a holiday, the deadline to submit is by the previous 
Friday before 12 noon.  The Clerk of the Board shall print the titles of the 
legislation on the next available Regular Agenda following the Monday 
deadline.  Any other related documents may be submitted electronically to 
the Clerk of the Board. 


 
2.7.2. Legislation Introduced Document.  All legislation introduced by 


Supervisors, the Mayor or Departments during the prescribed times, will 
be included on the Legislation Introduced document which will be posted 
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on the Board of Supervisors website by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday following 
the Board meeting at which the legislation is introduced.  The submission 
of legislation includes a red-line original and two copies of the proposed 
legislation.  A summary notice of where to find those matters introduced 
will be published, within five days of introduction at the said Board 
meeting, in the San Francisco Official Newspaper. 


 
2.8. Board Consideration.  Prior to Board consideration of a matter all required 


documents relating to the proposed legislation must be submitted and completed 
to ensure all legislative files are ready for the appropriate legislative action.  
When documents relating to the legislation are voluminous, Departments may 
submit these documents electronically to the Clerk of the Board.  The documents 
should be received in a timely manner to ensure they become a part of the 
official file and are made available to the Supervisors for consideration. 


 
2.8.1. Grant Applications.  Legislation approving grant applications shall be 


accompanied by a completed Grant Information Sheet and a signed 
“Disability Access Checklist” which must be approved by the Mayor and 
the Controller's Grants Division before submittal. 


 
2.8.2. State and Federal Legislation.  Each resolution which would support or 


oppose legislation pending before the California Legislature or the United 
States Congress shall be accompanied, at the time of introduction, by a 
copy of the bill under consideration.  The Clerk of the Board shall not 
accept for introduction any such resolution without the required bill.  
Sponsors of such resolutions are requested to provide information at the 
time of introduction, as to whether such organizations as the California 
State Association of Counties, the League of California Cities, or the 
National League of Cities have taken positions in support of or opposed to 
the pending bills. 


 
2.8.3. Contracts/Agreements/Leases.  When required by S.F. Campaign and 


Governmental Conduct Code, Section 1.126 a completed Form 126 
(SFEC-126) shall accompany the legislation in order for the Board to take 
appropriate action.  


 
2.9. Subject Hearings.  A Supervisor may introduce a request for a committee 


hearing on a subject matter without having legislation.  The Board prefers that 
legislation be introduced so the public will be aware of possible action to be taken 
on an issue.  If a Supervisor requires more knowledge of an issue to write 
proposed legislation, or to request the City Attorney to write proposed legislation, 
the Supervisor may call for a hearing on a subject matter.  During Roll Call for 
Introductions, the Supervisor shall submit a description of the purpose of the 
hearing, including a statement of what the Supervisor wishes to accomplish to 
the extent possible.  The Clerk of the Board shall place the description in the file 
concerning the hearing. 
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2.10. Committee Reference.  The President of the Board shall refer proposed 
legislation and subject matter hearing requests to one of the standing or special 
committees for public hearing. 


 
2.11. Sponsors and Co-sponsors.  The Clerk of the Board shall include on every 


measure introduced, the name of the sponsor or cosponsors.  If a matter is being 
considered at a committee meeting or at a Board meeting, a Supervisor may 
request to be added as a co-sponsor orally or in writing.  Requests to be added 
as a co-sponsor, outside of a meeting, shall be made, in writing, to the 
Legislative Deputy Director, Clerk and to the Committee Clerk if the matter is 
pending in Committee.  Co-sponsors are listed in the order received by the Clerk. 


 
2.12. Pending Legislation.  Unless otherwise provided, legislation shall be referred to 


committee and placed by the clerk on the assigned committee’s pending list and 
placed on a committee agenda.  Committee chairs have wide latitude on whether 
and when to calendar matters for hearing.  All Supervisors shall be notified 
before items sponsored or requested by them are placed on a calendar by the 
Chair of the Committee.  Committees may not consider matters which have not 
been assigned to committees by the President of the Board. 


 
2.12.1.   Hearings on Items Referred to the Youth Commission.  The Youth 
Commission may request that a hearing related to any item referred to the Youth 
Commission, pursuant to the Charter, Section 4.124, be scheduled at a time 
deemed appropriate for persons 18 years of age and younger.  To make this 
request, the Youth Commission Director shall send a written request to the Chair 
of the relevant Committee and the primary sponsor(s), copying the Clerk of the 
Board of Supervisors.  The Chair of the Committee shall strive to provide a 
written response to the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors and to the Youth 
Commission Director within 48 hours after receipt of the request. 
(Added by Motion No. M14-132 (File No. 140571), approved 7/29/2014) 


 
2.13. Transmittal to the Mayor.  No later than the day following final passage or 


adoption by the Board, the Clerk of the Board shall transmit to the Mayor 
ordinances and resolutions with the record of Supervisors who voted for or 
against the legislation or were absent or excused. 


 
2.14. Action by the Mayor.  Within 10 calendar days of receipt of legislation, the 


Mayor shall return the legislation to the Clerk of the Board.  If the 10th day is a 
weekday, the Mayor has until 5:00 p.m. on that day to return legislation.  If the 
10th day is a weekend, the Mayor, attested by a witness, must sign legislation by 
midnight on the 10th day and return to Clerk of the Board on the following 
Monday by 8:00 a.m.  The Mayor has three options.  The Mayor may: 


 
2.14.1. Sign the legislation, in which case it becomes law in accordance with 


Board Rule 2.16 relating to the effective date of legislation. 
 


2.14.2. Return the legislation unsigned, in which case the legislation becomes 
law at the end of the 10-day period for consideration by the Mayor in 
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accordance with Board Rule 2.16 relating to the effective date of 
legislation.  If the Mayor informs the Clerk in writing that he or she is 
waiving the remainder of the 10-day period, then the legislation is 
deemed approved on the date the Clerk receives the written waiver. 


 
2.14.3. Disapprove and veto the legislation, in which case the Board may 


override the veto and approve the legislation within 30 days by an 
affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the full Board, eight votes in 
accordance with Board Rule 2.16 relating to the effective date of the 
legislation. 


 
2.15. Unreturned Legislation.  If the Mayor fails to return the legislation to the Clerk 


of the Board by the end of the 10th day following transmittal to his/her office, the 
legislation is deemed approved in accordance with Board Rule 2.16 relating to 
the effective date of the legislation. 


 
2.16. Effective Dates.  An ordinance concerning purely administrative matters, 


ordinances calling elections, appropriating money and levying taxes, and such 
other ordinances as provided by the Charter, go into effect when the Mayor 
returns the approved legislation to the Clerk of the Board; or, if not signed by the 
Mayor, at the end of the 10-day period for consideration by the Mayor, or upon 
receipt of the Mayor’s written waiver of the remainder of the 10-day period; or 
after a veto is overridden.  Except where provided otherwise by law, all other 
ordinances shall go into effect at the beginning of the 31st day after such actions 
if no referendum petition is filed.  Resolutions take effect immediately, unless 
otherwise specified within the resolution, upon approval by the Mayor, or, if not 
signed by the Mayor, at the end of the 10-day period for consideration by the 
Mayor, or immediately after a veto is overridden. 


 
2.17. Rate, Fee, Charge Review.  When a proposed rate, fee, or charge is received 


from the Mayor, the Clerk of the Board shall promptly refer the matter to the 
Budget and Finance Committee or the Budget and Appropriations Committee so 
that the Board may act within 30 days as required by Section 2.109 of the 
Charter. 
(Amended by Motion No. M19-180 (File No. 191088), approved 12/10/19)  


 
 
2.18. Mayoral Appointment Consideration.   
 


2.18.1. Appointments by the Mayor that are subject to confirmation by the Board 
and deemed approved if the Board fails to act within a specified time.  
The Clerk of the Board shall introduce a motion to confirm and a motion 
to reject such appointments upon receipt of a complete nomination from 
the Mayor, which shall include contact information, resume, and a 
completed Statement of Economic Interests (Fair Political Practices 
Commission Form 700).  The Clerk shall refer the motions to the Rules 
Committee for hearing as soon as possible.  If the Rules Committee is 
unable to schedule and consider the motions before the Board’s 







12/9/2020 
  Page 14 


deadline to act expires, the Board, as a Committee of Whole, will 
consider the motions on the next Board agenda, in order to meet the 
deadline. (See Appendix A) 


 
2.18.2. Appointments by the Mayor that are subject to confirmation by the Board 


and not effective until the Board takes action.  Upon receipt of a 
complete nomination from the Mayor, which shall include contact 
information, resume, a completed Statement of Economic Interests (Fair 
Political Practices Commission Form 700) and a motion to confirm said 
nomination.  The Clerk of the Board shall refer the appointment to the 
Rules Committee for consideration. (See Appendix B) 


 
2.18.3. Appointments by the Mayor that are effective at the time the Mayor 


makes the appointment but may be rejected within 30 days by a 2/3 vote 
of the Board.  Upon receipt of a complete nomination from the Mayor, 
which shall include contact information, resume, and a completed 
Statement of Economic Interests (Fair Political Practices Commission 
Form 700) the Clerk of the Board shall promptly notify each Supervisor in 
writing and shall give public notice of the appointment by listing it at the 
rear of the next available Board agenda.  If a Supervisor desires a 
hearing to be held on the appointment, the Supervisor promptly shall 
notify the Clerk of the Board in writing.  Upon receipt of such notice from 
a Supervisor, the Clerk of the Board shall refer the appointment to the 
Rules Committee.  If the Rules Committee is unable to schedule and 
consider the motions before the Board’s deadline to act expires, the 
Board, as a Committee of Whole, will consider the motions on the next 
Board agenda, to act within 30 days of the appointment. 
(See Appendix C) 


 
2.19. Certain Candidates for Commission Appointments.  Prior to any approval or 


confirmation by the Board of an appointment of an individual to a board, 
commission or advisory, the applicant must submit a completed Statement of 
Economic Interests (Fair Political Practices Commission Form 700), if the City’s 
Conflict of Interest Code requires a Form 700 for the office sought.  It is the policy 
of the Board that when applicants fail to submit a completed Form 700, the Board 
or the Rules Committee may continue the appointment or confirmation until Form 
700 is submitted.  The Clerk of the Board shall notify appointees subject to this 
requirement that submission of the Form pursuant to this Rule does not satisfy 
the requirement to file a completed Form 700 within 30 days of assuming office. 


 
2.20. Executive Branch Reorganization.  When the Mayor submits proposed 


executive branch reorganizations to the Board, the Clerk of the Board shall 
promptly transmit the proposal to each Board member and indicate that the 
proposed reorganizations shall occur unless the Board disapproves the 
reorganizations.  A Supervisor may request a hearing on the matter and the 
Board must act within 30 days as provided in Section 4.132 of the Charter. 
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2.21. Regular Meetings of Subordinate Bodies.  Whenever the Board creates or 
reauthorizes, by ordinance or resolution, a board, committee, task force, or other 
multi-member body, the Board shall include language requiring the subordinate 
body to meet at least once every four months.  The enabling legislation shall also 
include a description of the qualifications for each member, the date on which 
appointments commence, the length of terms of appointments, and a sunset 
clause not to exceed three years, and shall identify the City Department that will 
provide administrative services to the subordinate body.  The Clerk of the Board 
shall advise the Board if there is a current body that addresses the same or a 
similar subject matter.  The requirement shall not apply to committees consisting 
solely of members of the Board.  The Board may modify or waive the 
requirement where state or federal laws, or the terms of a grant or a contract, 
require the City to maintain the subordinate body.  The Clerk of the Board shall 
maintain a list of every subordinate body to which the Board has the appointing 
authority.  The Clerk of the Board shall contact these bodies at the end of each 
year to determine if they have met at least once every four months.  If more than 
four months pass without the body meeting, the Clerk shall ask the City Attorney 
to prepare legislation repealing the ordinance or resolution that created the body. 


 
2.21.1. Appointments to Subordinate Bodies Nominated by District 


Supervisors and Approved by Board. Upon receipt of a complete 
nomination to a subordinate body that provides for nominations by 
individual District Supervisors to seats that must be approved by the full 
Board of Supervisors, the Clerk of the Board shall introduce a motion to 
confirm such appointment. A complete nomination shall consist of the 
appointee’s application and any other materials required by the law, 
including, if applicable, a completed Statement of Economic Interests 
(Fair Political Practices Commission Form 700). The nominating District 
Supervisor shall also submit a letter or form attestation confirming that 
they have conferred with the appointee and discussed the duties and 
time commitments of service associated with the subordinate body, 
confirmed the appointee’s willingness to serve accordingly, and that the 
appointee is qualified and fit to serve on the subordinate body. The 
motion to confirm the appointment shall be referred to the next “For 
Adoption Without Committee Reference” agenda and shall be adopted in 
accordance with Rule 4.23, unless the President of the Board or any 
other member refers the appointment to Committee for further 
consideration pursuant to Rule 3.26. Appointments requiring a residency 
waiver shall not be eligible to appear on the For Adoption Without 
Committee Reference agenda. Upon receipt of a complete nomination 
that requires a residency waiver, the Clerk of the Board shall introduce a 
motion to confirm the appointment and assign the matter to committee 
for hearing and recommendation. 
(In conjunction with Administrative Code, Section 2.7) (Added by Motion No. M21-55 
(File No. 210265, approved 3/23/2021) 


 
2.21.2. Appointments to Subordinate Bodies Directly Made by District 


Supervisors. Upon receipt of a complete appointment to a subordinate 
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body that provides for direct appointments to be made by individual 
District Supervisors, the Clerk of the Board shall process the 
appointment timely and the appointment shall be effective immediately 
upon receipt. A complete nomination shall consist of the appointee’s 
application and any other materials required by the law, including, if 
applicable, a completed Statement of Economic Interests (Fair Political 
Practices Commission Form 700). The appointing District Supervisor 
shall also submit a letter or form attestation confirming that they have 
conferred with the appointee and discussed the duties and time 
commitments of service associated with the subordinate body, confirmed 
the appointee’s willingness to serve accordingly, and that the appointee 
is qualified and fit to serve on the subordinate body. If needed, the 
appointing District Supervisor shall also include the waiver of the 
residency requirement in their letter or form attestation that is submitted 
with the appointment package. 
(In conjunction with Administrative Code, Section 2.7) (Added by Motion No. M21-55 
(File No. 210265, approved 3/23/2021) 


 
2.22. Proposed Charter Amendments.  Any proposal for amendment of the Charter 


ordered submitted to the electors by the Board on its own motion shall be 
ordered pursuant to the provisions of applicable state law, with the further 
limitations imposed as follows: 


 
2.22.1. Introduction; Referral to Committee.  A proposed Charter amendment 


shall be introduced by a Supervisor at a regular Board meeting held not 
less than 168 days prior to the election at which it is to be acted upon by 
the electors.  A Charter amendment must be signed by a City Attorney 
and include a legislative digest before the 30 day rule will commence.  
This also applies to the introduction of a “skeletal” Charter amendment.  
The introduction of a “skeletal” Charter amendment shall not satisfy the 
requirements of this Rule.  Upon introduction, the proposed Charter 
amendment shall be referred to the appropriate Board committee for 
public hearing.   


 
2.22.2. Referral to City Attorney.  Immediately after its reference to committee, 


any proposed Charter amendment which has not been prepared or 
approved as to form by the City Attorney shall be transmitted by the 
Clerk of the Board to the City Attorney for preparation or approval as to 
form.  The City Attorney shall return it to the Board prepared or approved 
as to form, or a negative report in lieu thereof, within 10 days after 
receipt from the Clerk of the Board. 


 
2.22.3. Controller's Statement.  Immediately after reference to committee and 


preparation or approval as to form by the City Attorney, such proposed 
Charter amendment shall be referred by the Clerk of the Board to the 
Controller.  The committee shall not report it to the Board, nor shall the 
Board order it submitted to the electors, prior to receipt of the 
Controller's written statement pursuant to the Charter, analyzing the 
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proposal as to its cost.  The Controller's statement shall be submitted to 
the Board within 10 days after the Controller's receipt of the proposed 
Charter amendment. 


 
2.22.4. Referral to Mayor and other City Officials and Boards or 


Commissions.  Immediately after its reference to committee and 
preparation or approval as to form by the City Attorney, any proposed 
Charter amendment shall be referred by the Clerk of the Board to the 
Mayor, appropriate department heads and appropriate boards and 
commissions for comment, as desired, as to the effect upon any matters 
within their respective jurisdictions. 


 
2.22.5. Amendments to Proposed Charter Amendments.  An amendment of 


substance to a proposed Charter amendment, submitted to the Board or 
a Board committee, shall be referred by the Clerk of the Board to the 
City Attorney for preparation or approval as to form and shall be returned 
to the Clerk of the Board by the City Attorney within seven days after 
receipt.  Thereupon, the Clerk of the Board shall transmit it to the 
Controller, the Mayor, appropriate department heads and appropriate 
boards and commissions for comment, as desired, as to the effect 
thereof upon any matters within their respective jurisdictions.  A 
substitute or amendment to a Charter amendment may be introduced, 
granted that the lead sponsor is introducing such substitute and has 
informed other co-sponsors. 


 
2.22.6. Committee Report and Board Action.  The committee before which a 


proposed Charter amendment, or an amendment thereto, is pending, 
shall not report it to the Board, and the Board shall not order it submitted 
to the electors, prior to 10 days after referral to the Mayor, and other City 
officials. 


 
2.22.7. Order of Submission to Electorate.  At least six days must intervene 


between the first appearance of a proposed Charter amendment on the 
Board agenda and any Board order of submission to the electorate.  
Said order, if any, must be made not less than 95 days prior to the 
election mentioned herein, which is the deadline set forth in the San 
Francisco Municipal Elections Code. 


 
2.22.8. Modification of Time.  Notwithstanding the provisions of other rules, the 


Board may, by motion adopted by a majority vote of all Supervisors 
thereof, shorten, extend or otherwise modify the time fixed in these rules 
for the performance of any act by an officer, board or commission 
concerning a Charter amendment. 


 
2.22.9. One Late Charter Amendment.  San Francisco Elections Code, 


Section 300, provides that proposed Charter amendments the Board 
wishes to submit to the voters may be submitted for the next election 
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held no fewer than 102 days after the date of submission, and allows the 
Director of Elections to accept from the Board one proposed Charter 
amendment a week later, but no fewer than 95 days before the date of 
an election.   


 
2.22.10. Filing of Proposed Charter Amendments.  On the 94th day prior to 


each City election, the Clerk of the Board shall file all pending proposed 
Charter amendments that have not been submitted to the voters by the 
Board for that election, unless a Supervisor has requested, in writing, 
that a measure be considered for submission to the voters at a 
subsequent election. 


 
2.22.11. Withdrawal of Charter Amendment/Ballot Measure Transmitted to 


the Department of Elections.  Charter amendments or ballot measures 
that the Board has placed on the ballot may be withdrawn by motion up 
to the deadline to submit a measure to the Department of Elections.  To 
withdraw a Charter amendment or measure, the Board must approve a 
written motion to that effect and the Clerk must deliver it to the 
Department of Elections. 
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3. Legislative Committees 
 


Overview, Structure, and Process 
 


Committee Overview 
 
3.1. Committee Appointments and Service.  The President shall appoint, by written 


notice filed with the Clerk of the Board, the membership and schedule of all 
standing and special committees and their respective chairs and vice chairs, 
except that in the case of a joint committee, the chair of the committee 
designated first by the President in the order of referral shall serve as chair of the 
joint committee and the chair of the committee designated second shall serve as 
the vice chair of the joint committee.  Each member of the Board may also serve 
as an ex officio, non-voting member of any standing committee.  Such service 
shall be solely for the purpose of participation in committee discussion and 
debate.   


 
3.2. Presidential Committee Service.  When only one member is available to attend 


a meeting of a standing or select committee of the Board, in order that the 
committee may conduct its scheduled business, the President may serve on the 
committee with all the duties and responsibilities of a member of the committee 
except that the President shall not serve as chair of the committee.  If a second 
regular member of the committee arrives at the meeting, the President shall then 
no longer have any voice or vote as a member of the committee.  This Rule shall 
not apply to a committee on which the President is a regular member. 


 
3.3. Committee Authority.  Committees shall consider only items which have been 


referred to them by the President, or by the Board, and which have been posted, 
published, and noticed. The basic function of each committee is to inquire and to 
recommend actions to the full Board. Additional committee authority exists only 
when specifically authorized by ordinance or by the Board. Committees shall 
provide an opportunity for public comment only with regard to items posted, 
published, and noticed on their meeting agendas. No Supervisor or combination 
of Supervisors shall employ or engage the services of any person, or authorize or 
incur any charge, debt or liability against the City unless authority first shall have 
been given by the Board or is provided by law. 


 
3.3.1. Issuance of Subpoena Duces Tecum by the Government Audit & 


Oversight Committee.  By oral motion adopted by a majority of the 
members of the Government Audit & Oversight Committee during a 
subject public hearing, the Committee may instruct the Clerk of the Board 
to issue a subpoena duces tecum to individuals whose testimony is sought 
in that subject public hearing on file with the Clerk of the Board, with the 
request to appear at the Government Audit & Oversight Committee and 
respond to questions and produce any related materials in their 
possession on the hearing subject matter. 
(Added by Motion No. M20-31 (File No. 200132), approved 3/10/2020)  
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3.3.2. Administration of Oaths at Government Audit and Oversight 
Committee Meetings.  The Committee Clerk shall administer an oath to 
any person testifying before the Government Audit & Oversight Committee 
pursuant to a subpoena duces tecum issued by the Committee under Rule 
3.3.1, excluding City employees testifying in their official capacity and 
persons testifying during public comment. Any testimony following such an 
oath shall be given under penalty of perjury. In addition to the authority 
granted by this Rule, the Board by written motion may authorize any 
standing committee to administer oaths, consistent with Charter, Section 
16.114. 
(Added by Motion No. M20-31 (File No. 200132), approved 3/10/2020)  


 
3.4. Committee Assignments.  Specific committee assignments shall modify and 


control general assignments.  In the event that the scope of committee 
assignments may be conflicting, overlapping or ambiguous, the President shall 
determine and designate, subject to an appeal to the Board, the committee which 
shall have jurisdiction over a particular matter. 


 
3.5. Committee Size.  Each standing committee and each select committee shall be 


comprised of three Supervisors.   
 
3.6. Action by Chair of Committee.  Prior to preparation of a committee agenda, the 


committee clerk shall review with the chair all measures pending in the 
committee, for the purpose of permitting the chair to order filing or other 
disposition of those matters for Board action.  In order to ensure that the Board is 
able to meet all legal deadlines for time sensitive matters, the chair of each 
committee shall review with the clerk of the committee timelines for said matters 
and calendar those matters in order to meet deadlines for Board action. 


 
3.6.1. Upon request by any member of a committee, the committee chair shall 


share a draft agenda with all committee members at least seven days in 
advance of the committee meeting, so that committee members may be 
fully prepared for the meeting. 


 
3.7. Meetings to be Public.  Every committee meeting shall be open to the public, 


except that a committee may meet in closed session for consideration of matters 
involving attorney-client consultation with the City Attorney on litigation or 
involving other matters permitted to be discussed in closed session by state law, 
the Charter or Sunshine Ordinance. 


 
3.8. Public Comment at Committee Meetings.  Public comment is welcome on any 


item on committee agendas.  Public comment is not provided on other matters, 
because committees may consider only items which have been referred to the 
committee and properly posted, published, and noticed.  This is the opportunity 
to hear public testimony for and against proposed legislation pending before the 
committee.   
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3.9. Time of Meeting.  Every committee shall meet at the time set by the Board, the 


chair, or a majority of the committee, in that order of priority. 
 
3.10. Committee Meetings on Tuesday.  No committee meeting shall commence on 


a Tuesday after 12:30 p.m. or continue past 2:00 p.m. on a Tuesday without the 
express permission of the President of the Board. 


 
3.11. Committee Meeting Attendance.  It shall be the duty of every Supervisor to 


attend every meeting of his or her committee and to be present promptly at the 
time for which the meeting is called.  No more than five Supervisors may attend 
and participate in a committee meeting.  If the Clerk receives notification, within a 
reasonable time, that there may be more than five Supervisors attending a 
committee meeting, language indicating that there may be quorum of the Board 
in attendance which would constitute a special meeting of the full Board, will be 
placed on the agenda. 


 
3.12. Record of Attendance.  The clerk of each committee shall keep a record of the 


attendance of the members and shall report such record to the Clerk of the 
Board, and the Clerk of the Board shall have the record of the attendance of 
members at committee meetings available at all times as a public record. 


 
3.13. Call to Order.  In the event that the chair is not present at the time set for a 


committee meeting, the vice-chair or another member of the committee shall, if 
there is a quorum, call the meeting to order. 


 
3.14. Roll Call on Pending Motion.  It shall be the right of any member of a 


committee to call for a roll call vote on any pending motion, and the chair or 
acting chair of the committee shall, with or without debate, order the roll call. 


 
3.15. No Requirement for Second to Motion.  In committees of three members or 


fewer, a motion by a member shall not require a second. 
 
3.16. Non-Duplication.  When a matter has been referred to one committee, a 


substantially similar proposal shall be referred to the same committee, but 
nothing in this rule shall be construed to limit the power of the President to 
exercise the power to assign or to reassign matters. 


 
3.17. Posting, Publishing, and Noticing Committee Meeting Agendas.  Any 


member of the public who is interested in receiving a committee agenda, via the 
US mail, may make a request in writing to the Clerk of the Board and subject to 
the price per page set by the Clerk of the Board in addition US postage.  The 
agenda will be sent as soon as possible after the agenda has been finalized by 
the committee chair, but not later than 48 hours before the committee meeting.  
Agendas are posted at the San Francisco Main Library, and on the Board’s   
kiosk in City Hall, and published on the Board’s website 72 hours prior to the 
meeting.  A summary notice with the date, time, place and location of details 
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regarding items to be considered at the meeting, is published in the San 
Francisco official newspaper 36 hours prior to a regular committee meeting and 
18 hours prior to a special committee meeting.   


 
3.18. Committee Presentation Priority.  The sponsor or his/her designee of the 


legislation shall be accorded priority in addressing the committee.   
 
3.19. Timing of Committee Recommendations.  When state or local law requires the 


Board to act by a certain date, or when the Board for legislative reasons desires 
to act by a certain date, the Board may refer legislation to a committee with 
direction to return the legislation to the Board by a specified date.  In the event a 
committee does not take timely action, the Clerk of the Board shall place the 
legislation on the agenda of the full Board, with the Board sitting as a Committee 
of the Whole, in order to meet the required date of action by the Board pursuant 
to state and local laws.   


 
3.20. Applicable Rules.  Except that the privilege of the floor may be granted by the 


committee chair or as a majority of the committee may decide, and except as 
otherwise provided, the Rules of the Board shall be applicable in the conduct of 
all committee meetings whenever practicable.  Each committee may, by a 
majority vote of its members, adopt such additional rules, not in conflict with 
these rules, as it may consider necessary for the conduct or consideration of any 
business referred to such committee. 


 
3.21. Committee Consent Agenda.  Any committee chair, in reviewing matters to be 


included in a committee agenda, will determine whether there are routine, non-
controversial items that would be appropriate for inclusion in a Consent Agenda 
section.  These matters will be acted upon by a single roll call vote.  There will be 
no separate discussion of these items unless a Supervisor so requests, in which 
event the matter shall be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered as 
a separate item. 


 
3.22. Committee Hearings on Major Policy Issues Deferred for 30 Days.  When a 


measure is introduced which would create or revise major City policy, the 
committee to which the measure is assigned shall not consider the measure until 
at least 30 days after the day of introduction.  The provisions of this rule shall not 
apply to the routine operations of the departments of the City, or when a legal 
time limit controls the hearing timing.  The determination of whether a measure 
involves a major policy issue shall initially be made by the Clerk of the Board, 
subject to reversal by the President of the Board.  The provisions of this rule are 
in addition to the requirements of Rule 3.33 which requires, with exceptions, that 
a proposed amendment to the Municipal Code or Administrative Code be 
available to the public for seven days prior to receiving a recommendation by a 
Board committee. 


 
3.23. Action on Amendments to Administrative Code Involving Land Use or 


Planning Deferred for 30 Days.  Upon introduction, any legislation containing 
significant amendments to the Administrative Code involving issues related to 
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planning or land use shall be referred to the Planning Department for review and 
comment.  Neither the Board, nor any committee of the Board, may act on such 
legislation until 30 days after the date of introduction.  The determination of 
whether a measure involves a significant amendment to the Administrative Code 
involving a land use or planning issue shall initially be made by the Clerk of the 
Board, subject to reversal by the President of the Board. 


 
3.24. General Plan Amendments.  When proposed general plan amendments are 


received from the Planning Commission, the Clerk of the Board shall promptly 
refer the amendments to the committee which considers land use issues since 
the Board is required by Section 4.105 of the Charter to act within 90 days, or the 
proposed amendments shall be deemed approved. 


 
3.25. Fiscal Committees.  In accordance with Administrative Code Section 2.6-3 


concerning fiscal impact, the Government Audit and Oversight Committee, the 
Budget and Finance Committee, the Budget and Appropriations Committee, the 
Youth, Young Adult, and Families Committee, and the Homelessness and 
Behavioral Health Select Committee shall each be a “fiscal committee” of the 
Board and the other committees of the Board, solely for the purpose of 
considering grants to the City within their subject areas, shall also be considered 
“fiscal committees.” 
(Amended by Motion No. M19-180 (File No. 191088), approved 12/10/19; Motion No. M21-49 
(File No. 210192, approved 3/23/2021; Motion No. M23-34 (File No. 230145), approved on 
2/14/2023) 
 


3.25.1. Budget and Finance Committee; Budget and Appropriations 
Committee.  The Budget and Finance Committee or the Budget 
and Appropriations Committee shall be referred appropriation 
ordinances, and measures concerning bond issues, taxes, fees 
and other revenue measures, redevelopment, and real estate 
(except measures with direct and exclusive fiscal impact on the 
interests of children, youth, and their families that are not part of 
the annual budget appropriation process, which will be heard in 
the Youth, Young Adult, and Families Committee).  The Budget 
and Appropriations Committee shall also be referred the annual 
appropriation and annual salary ordinances.   


 
The Budget and Finance Committee shall be comprised of three 
full-time members, and shall convene year-round, except during 
Board recesses, according to a schedule determined by the 
chair of the Committee.  
 
The Budget and Appropriations Committee shall be comprised of 
five full-time members, and shall convene 
between February 1 and August 1 of each year, and at any other 
time during the year that the President of the Board determines in 
writing. Unless otherwise designated by the President, the 
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members of the Budget and Appropriations Committee shall 
include the three members of the Budget and Finance Committee.   
 
By March 1 each year, the chair of the Budget and Appropriations 
Committee shall introduce a motion for consideration by the 
Board, delineating the budget process for the coming months, 
including but not limited to: the Committee’s anticipated hearing 
topics from March through June; the process for the Board to 
identify and publicly communicate its policy priorities for the 
budget; whether the Board will schedule Committees of the Whole 
to hold hearings on the Mayor’s budget instructions, the Mayor’s 
budget priorities, the Mayor’s proposed budget, the Board’s 
proposed spending plan, or other topics; and the Committee’s 
guidelines regarding public transparency and decision-making. 
 
Upon receiving the Mayor’s budget priorities as required by 
Chapter 3 of the Administrative Code each fiscal year, the 
Committee shall hold a public hearing regarding those priorities.  
After holding that hearing, the Committee shall prepare a 
proposed motion for the Board’s consideration responding to the 
Mayor’s budget priorities. 
 
As it considers the Mayor’s proposed budget, the Committee 
should invite robust public participation, including public comment 
on the entire budget at each Committee meeting, and the chair of 
the Committee should make available on the Board’s website at 
least one proposed spending plan describing proposed 
allocations of available funds in the budget at least 72 hours 
before the Committee votes to forward the annual appropriations 
ordinance to the Board for its consideration. 
(Amended by Motion No. M19-180 (File No. 191088), approved 12/10/19; 
Motion No.21-49 (File No. 210192, approved 3/23/2021)  
 


3.25.2. Government Audit and Oversight Committee.  The 
Government Audit and Oversight Committee shall be referred 
labor agreements, Civil Grand Jury Reports, audits of City 
departments and agencies, and settlement of claims, litigation, 
and rewards.  The Government Audit and Oversight Committee 
shall oversee the management audits, audit schedules, and 
approval of the audit schedule. 
(Amended by Motion No. M15-026 (File No. 150103), approved 2/24/2015) 
 


3.25.3. Management Audits.  It is the policy of the Board that each   
program of the City and the Successor Agency to the San 
Francisco Redevelopment Agency (over whose budget the Board 
has jurisdiction) be the subject of a performance or management 
audit at least once every eight years.  It shall be the function of 
these audits to ensure that City departments and the agency 
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make prudent and efficient use of City resources and that the 
departments and agency effectively perform the functions 
assigned to them by the Charter and applicable laws. 


 
3.25.4. Audit Schedule.  No later than the 15th of January each year, 


the Budget Analyst and the Controller shall submit to the Board a 
proposed schedule of performance and management audits to be 
conducted of programs of City departments and the agency.  
Priorities to be used in developing the proposed schedule shall 
include programs that have never undergone a management 
audit, programs that have gone the longest period of time since 
their last management audit, and such other criteria as may be 
approved by the Government Audit and Oversight Committee. 


 
3.25.5. Approval of Audit Schedule.  The Board shall review and 


approve by resolution the schedule of performance and 
management audits within 60 days of its receipt.  Prior to 
approving the proposed audit schedules the Board may modify, 
add, or delete items from the schedule.  Nothing in these rules, 
however, shall restrict the Controller from conducting an audit of 
any program or department at any time. 


 
3.26. Rules Committee.  The Rules Committee shall be referred matters concerning 


appointments, ballot measures, (except revenue measures which will be heard in 
the Budget and Finance Committee or the Budget and Appropriations 
Committee), Charter amendments, amendments to the Administrative Code 
(except fiscal matters which will be heard in a fiscal committee; and land use 
matters which will be heard in the Land Use and Transportation Committee), 
amendments to the Campaign and Governmental Conduct Code, and Board 
Rules of Order. 
(Amended by Motion No. M15-026 (File No. 150103), approved 2/24/15; Motion No. M19-055 
(File No. 190262), approved 4/2/19; Motion No. M19-180 (File 191088), approved 12/10/19) 
 
3.26.1. Amendments to the Rules of Order.  All proposed amendments to the 


Rules of Order shall be referred to the Rules Committee for public 
hearing and recommendation.  An amendment to the Rules of Order 
may be adopted by the affirmative recorded vote of two-thirds of the 
Board. 


 
3.27. Public Safety and Neighborhood Services Committee.  The Public Safety and 


Neighborhood Services Committee shall be referred measures related to public 
works, infrastructure, neighborhood quality life, parks and recreation, utilities, 
public protection, delinquency prevention, public health, emergency services, 
seniors, the disabled, children and their families, as well as measures related to 
the City’s coordination, strategies, policies, programs, and budgetary actions 
surrounding public safety.  
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(Amended by Motion No. M13-025 (File No. 130050), approved 2/26/2013; Motion No. M15-026 
(File No. 150103), approved 2/24/2015; Motion No. M17-020 (File No. 170118), approved 
2/14/17) 


 
3.28. Land Use and Transportation Committee.  The Land Use and Transportation 


Committee shall be referred measures related to housing, land use, zoning, 
planning, rent control, transportation, traffic and parking, the Municipal Agency, 
economic development, resident employment, workforce training and placement, 
homelessness and the environment. 
(Amended by Motion No. M15-026 (File No. 150103), approved 2/24/15; Motion No. M17-020 
(File No. 170118), approved 2/14/17) 
 


3.29. (Deleted pursuant to Motion No. M19-054 (File No. 190120), approved 4/2/19). 
 


3.30. Select Committees.  The Board, by motion, may create select committees after 
such motion has been referred to the Rules Committee for public hearing and 
recommendation to the Board. Except as provided in Rule 3.31, each select 
committee shall consist of three Supervisors.  Each motion creating a select 
committee shall specify:  a) a clear, simple, narrow, single statement of purpose, 
and b) a termination date or a period of time during which the committee shall be 
in operation, which time shall commence upon the appointment of its 
membership. 
(Amended by Motion No. M19-055 (File No. 190262), approved 4/2/19) 


 
3.31. Youth, Young Adult, and Families Committee. The Youth, Young Adult, and 


Families Committee shall be referred legislation concerning youth, young adults, 
and families, including fiscal matters. When the subject matter of legislation 
concerns these subjects and overlaps with the scope of other committees, the 
President shall determine and designate the legislation, subject to an appeal to 
the Board. 
(Amended by Motion No. M19-055 (File No. 190262), approved 4/2/19; Motion No. M21-49 (File 
No. 210192, approved 3/23/2021)) 


 
3.32. Homelessness and Behavioral Health Select Committee. The Homelessness 


and Behavioral Health Select Committee shall be referred legislation and 
requests for hearings concerning the coordinated efforts of City Departments and 
State and Federal Agencies tasked with addressing the City’s response to 
homelessness and implementation of behavioral health interventions and 
treatment, including fiscal matters with direct and exclusive fiscal impact on 
homeless individuals, service providers, and medical and behavioral health 
treatment facilities that are not part of the annual budget appropriation process. 
When the subject matter of legislation concerns these subjects and overlaps with 
the scope of other committees, the President shall determine and designate the 
legislation. The Select Committee shall consist of three members of the Board of 
Supervisors designated by the President. This Select Committee shall terminate 
on January 7, 2025. 
(Added by Motion No. M23-34 (File No. 230145), approved on 2/14/2023) 
(After expiration of the Select Committee, the Clerk of the Board shall cause this Rule to be 
removed from the Rules of Order.) 
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3.33. Joint Committees.  When a matter cannot adequately be considered by a single 
committee, and the President determines that a joint committee will give more 
appropriate consideration to a matter, the President may refer a matter to a joint 
committee.  For the purpose of determining a quorum and other parliamentary 
decisions, a meeting of a joint committee shall not be considered as a joint 
meeting of two separate committees, but shall be considered as a meeting of a 
single committee which consists of the members of two standing committees. 


 
 
 
 


Committee Process 
 
3.34. Committee Hearing.  Legislation assigned to a committee requires a majority of 


the three members of a committee in order to be sent to the full Board, as 
introduced, or as amended by the committee.  The committee, to which a 
measure is referred, shall, after posting, publishing, and noticing of the 
committee agenda, hold a public hearing or hearings on the measure.  A 
committee shall not forward a recommendation to the Board concerning a 
measure which would amend or add to the administrative or municipal codes or 
the Charter unless: 


 
(a) Proposed text of the basic measure has been available in the Board file for 


public inspection at least seven days prior to its hearing or;  
 


(b) The committee or the Board finds that the measure is of an urgent nature 
and that the public has not been significantly disadvantaged by the lack of 
availability of the text; or 


 
(c) The committee originates a measure after holding a hearing when notice of 


the hearing included not merely the subject matter but a description of the 
substance of the potential legislation. 


 
The Clerk of the Board shall indicate by appropriate notation on committee 
agendas such measures which have not been available for the required one 
week.  Nothing in this rule shall be construed to prohibit a committee from 
forwarding a measure which the committee has amended when the amendments 
are within the same subject as the measure available for public inspection. 


 
3.35. Committee Action.  A committee may send legislation to the full Board with its 


recommendation, or without recommendation, or with a recommendation of do 
not pass.  Other committee actions include: amend the legislation, continue to a 
specified future meeting date, continue to the call of the chair, table, or file a 
hearing request.  The committee may take such other action with respect thereto 
as is necessary and proper under the rules or law. 
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3.36. Failure of a Committee to Hear within 30 Days.  Should a measure that has 
been referred to committee not be heard within 30 days from the date of such 
reference, any Supervisor may, at any subsequent Board meeting call for said 
measure to be presented to the Board, provided, however, that the Supervisor 
has requested a hearing for the item in writing from the chair of the committee to 
which the item has been referred.  Upon receipt of such written notice the Clerk 
of the Board shall notify the committee chair.  This request shall be submitted on 
the Introduction Form during Roll Call for Introductions.   If the item is not 
included on the committee’s next published agenda following such a request, it 
will be included on the agenda of the Board’s next regular meeting with the Board 
sitting as a Committee of the Whole.  If the President has determined that a 
measure creates or revises major City policy (Rule 3.22), then the 30-day period 
provided for in this Rule (Rule 3.35) shall not begin to run until the 30-day period 
imposed by the President (Rule 3.22) has expired. 


 
3.37. Failure of a Committee to Act within 30 Days.  Should the committee to which 


a measure has been referred not report such measure to the Board within 30 
days from the date of such reference, four or more Supervisors, at any 
subsequent Board meeting may call for said measure to be presented to the 
Board by inclusion on the agenda of its next regular meeting following that at 
which the call is made.  This request shall be submitted on the Introduction Form 
during Roll Call for Introductions.  If the President has determined that a measure 
creates or revises major City policy (Rule 3.22), then the 30-day period provided 
for in this Rule (Rule 3.36) shall not begin to run until the 30-day period imposed 
by the President (Rule 3.22) has expired. 


 
3.38. The Board May Call a Measure from Committee.  The Board by majority vote 


may order, by written motion, that a measure which has been referred to 
committee be returned to the Board at its next meeting. 


 
3.39. Notice of Call from Committee.  When a measure is called out of committee, 


the clerk of the committee shall notify by mail all interested parties, who have 
provided contact information, that the measure has been called out of committee 
and will be considered by the Board on a specified date. 


 
3.40. Calling an Emergency Measure from Committee.  At the expiration of five 


days from the date of reference to committee of an emergency ordinance, any 
Supervisor may call for said emergency measure and require that the Clerk of 
the Board include such measure on the agenda for the next regular meeting of 
the full Board.  Such call shall be directed, in writing, to the Clerk of the Board. 


 
3.41. Filing of Inactive Matters.  Before a matter appears on an agenda for 


consideration, the Supervisor sponsoring a measure or requesting a hearing, 
must inform the Clerk of the Board, in writing, if he/she deems the matter to be 
inactive, and the Clerk of the Board shall file the matter.  If a matter is on an 
agenda, action must be taken by the committee to table or file the measure.  
Such matters may be reactivated as provided in these rules. 
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3.42. Filing Inactive Matters After Six Months.  If a matter referred to committee has 


not been heard by the committee for any five consecutive calendar months, the 
Clerk of the Board shall note on the next committee pending list that unless the 
item is heard the following month it will be deemed to be inactive and shall be 
filed by the Clerk of the Board, who shall make an appropriate note on the 
legislative history record of such filing.   


 
3.43. Reactivating of Tabled or Filed Items.  After a committee has tabled or filed a 


measure, any Supervisor within the following 12 months may call, at any 
subsequent Board meeting, for the measure to be reactivated by inclusion on the 
pending list of the committee to which it had previously been referred.  This 
request shall be submitted on the Introduction Form during Roll Call for 
Introductions.  Any such measure may then be heard, if scheduled by the 
committee chair or by the committee, at a committee hearing held not earlier than 
six days after the reactivating call.  In addition to the usual hearing notice, notice 
of such hearings shall be sent to all persons who testified at the previous 
hearing, if contact information was provided to the committee clerk. 
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4. Board of Supervisors Meetings 
 
4.1. Board Meeting Agendas: Posting, Publishing, and Noticing.  Agendas of the 


Board of Supervisors are posted at the San Francisco Main Library and on the 
Board’s kiosk in City Hall.  Agendas are also published on the Board's website 72 
hours prior to the meeting.  A summary notice including the date, time, place, and 
location of details regarding items to be considered at the meeting, is published 
in the San Francisco official newspaper 36 hours prior to a regular Board meeting 
and 24 hours prior to a special Board meeting. 


 
4.2. Regular Meetings of the Board.  The Board shall hold a regular meeting in the 


Chamber in City Hall each week at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, unless it is a holiday or 
the day following a holiday.  In December of each year, the Board shall by written 
motion approve a regular meeting schedule for the following year.  The schedule 
shall include both a summer and winter recess.  The Board shall not meet during 
the week after Thanksgiving or between December 24 and December 31, 
inclusive.   


 
4.2.1. Holiday Schedule.  During holiday periods, the application of specific 


days of the week described in these rules shall be revised by the Clerk of 
the Board as necessary for the efficient conduct of the legislative process. 


 
4.3. Special Meetings of the Board.  A special meeting of the Board may be called 


at any time by the President, or by a majority of the Board, as specified in 
Section 2.8 of the San Francisco Administrative Code. 


 
4.4. Recessed Meetings.  When the Board, or one of its committees, recesses a 


meeting to a time that is more than 12 hours later than the beginning of the initial 
recess, the following shall occur: 


 
(a) The Board or committee shall decide, by a motion approved by a majority of 


the quorum, which matters will be considered at the reconvened meeting. 
 


(b) The Board or committee shall then direct the Clerk of the Board or the 
committee clerk to process the remaining, decided items on the agenda as 
completed business. 


 
(c) During the reconvened meeting the Board or committee shall not consider 


those already decided items.   
 


This Rule may not be suspended. 
 
4.5. Attendance at the Board Meetings.  Unless excused, all Supervisors shall be in 


their respective seats at the hour appointed for each regular, special or recessed 
meeting of the Board.  No Supervisor shall be excused from attendance at a 
Board meeting except by a vote of the majority of the Supervisors present or 
from a portion of the meeting by the President. 
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4.6. Meeting Absences.  Each Supervisor shall notify the President, affected 


committee chairs, and the Clerk of the Board in writing of all anticipated 
absences from Board and committee meetings.   


 
4.7. Call to Order and Roll Call.  The President shall preside at all meetings, and 


shall call each regular, adjourned, recessed or special meeting to order at the 
appointed hour.  Immediately after the call to order, the Clerk of the Board shall 
call the roll of the Board and record those present and those absent, and shall 
enter into the minutes the names of those Supervisors present and absent at the 
first roll call as well as the names and time of appearance of those Supervisors 
who arrive subsequent to the first roll call.  In the absence of the President, the 
Clerk of the Board shall call the roll at the time appointed for the meeting and the 
Board shall appoint a presiding officer pro tempore from among the Supervisors 
present. 


 
4.7.1 Acknowledgement of the Ramaytush Ohlone Community. 


Following the Call to Order and Roll Call, the President shall read the 
following statement:  


 
The San Francisco Board of Supervisors acknowledges that we are on 
the unceded ancestral homeland of the Ramaytush Ohlone who are 
the original inhabitants of the San Francisco Peninsula. As the 
Indigenous stewards of this land and in accordance with their 
traditions, the Ramaytush Ohlone have never ceded, lost, nor forgotten 
their responsibilities as the caretakers of this place, as well as for all 
peoples who reside in their transitional territory. As guests, we 
recognize that we benefit from living and working on their traditional 
homeland. We wish to pay our respects by acknowledging the 
Ancestors, Elders, and Relatives of the Ramaytush Ohlone community 
and by affirming their sovereign rights as First Peoples. 
(Added by Motion No. M20-196 (File No. 201271),approved on 12/9/2020)  


 
 
4.8. President Pro Tem.  The President may name any Supervisor to perform the 


duties of the President, but such substitutions shall not extend beyond 
adjournment. 


 
4.9. Pledge of Allegiance.  The President shall lead the Board and the audience in 


the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America. 
 
4.10. Approval of Meeting Minutes.  The Clerk of the Board shall make draft meeting 


minutes available after 12 noon following the meeting day.  A written report 
(Legislation Introduced) of matters newly introduced shall be normally available 
no later than two days following each Board meeting.  The Board shall approve 
by an oral motion, any final Board minutes that appear on the Board agenda for 
approval.   
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4.11. Communications.  Communications are presented on which immediate notice 
to the Board or action by the Board is required by law. 


 
4.12. Mayor's Appearance Before the Board.  The second regularly scheduled 


meeting of the Board shall include an agenda item for the Mayor’s personal 
appearance before the Board.  The President of the Board shall communicate to 
the Clerk of the Board, by 12 noon, on the Wednesday prior to the Board 
meeting, if rescheduling the Mayor’s appearance is necessary.  Questions and 
discussion shall be limited to the formal policy matters as set forth in Charter 
Section 3.100 (7) and shall be limited to items within the jurisdiction of the Mayor 
and Board.  Questions must be previously submitted to the Clerk of the Board 
and the Mayor by 12 noon the Wednesday prior to the Board to the Mayor’s 
appearance.  If a question to the Mayor relates to state or federal legislation, a 
copy of said legislation must accompany the question at the time of submittal by 
the Supervisor.  During the Mayor’s appearance the Board may, by the approval 
of a supermajority vote, move to strike a question posed to the Mayor and the 
Mayor need not respond.  Any Board member, with the approval of a 
supermajority, may ask a question which relates to a sudden or unexpected 
incident raising formal, time-sensitive questions relating to the incident that arose 
after the prescribed time to submit a question to the Mayor.   


 
4.13. Recognition of Commendations.  The general recognition of commendations 


may occur at 2:00 p.m. and should require no more than five minutes per 
recognition.  Group recognitions shall be noted as a Special Order on the Board 
agenda at an affixed time to be determined by the Clerk of the Board.   


 
4.14. Consent Agenda.  Matters of a routine, non-controversial nature which require 


no further discussion and only six votes may be listed in a section of the Regular 
Agenda of the Board called Consent Agenda.  There will be no separate 
discussion of these items unless a Supervisor so requests, in which event the 
matter shall be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered as a separate 
item.  The Consent Agenda will be acted upon by a single roll-call vote of the 
Board.  Items removed from the Consent Agenda may be heard immediately 
following the vote on the rest of the items. 


 
4.15. Old Business.  This item includes matters which were previously considered by 


the Board, continued, amended, or were not passed by a unanimous vote of the 
Board at the previous Board meeting.   


 
4.16. New Business.  This item includes legislation reported to the full Board by Board 


committees prior to 9:00 a.m. on the Thursday preceding the Tuesday Board 
meeting.   


 
4.17. Board Action.  Unless otherwise provided by state law, Charter, or ordinance, 


the favorable vote of six of the eleven Supervisors is required to approve 
ordinances, resolutions, or non-parliamentary motions.  Ordinances require 
consideration at two separate meetings with at least five days intervening, a first 
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reading and a final passage.  Resolutions which have not been referred to 
committee may only be adopted by unanimous vote of all Supervisors present on 
the day of their introduction.  The Clerk of the Board shall publish at the rear of 
the Rules of Order a list of actions which require more than a majority vote of the 
Supervisors present. 


 
4.18. Special Times of Business.  The Clerk of the Board shall schedule public 


hearings on appeals commencing at 3:00 p.m.  If the Board is considering a 
matter, and a Special Order time occurs, the President, without objection, may 
continue to consider the matter or postpone the action until the Special Order has 
been heard.   


 
4.19. Public Hearings on Appeals.  During public hearings required by law on 


appeals from certain Planning Commission actions and other City agencies, 
remarks shall be addressed to the Board as a whole, not to individual 
Supervisors and not to the audience.  Supervisors shall not enter into debate or 
discussion with speakers during public comment.  The President may request a 
City official to investigate an issue raised and later report to a committee or to the 
Board.  The order of testimony and time limits may be: 


 
 Appellant or appellant representative up to 10 minutes 
 Persons supporting appellant up to three minutes each 
 Agency representative up to 10 minutes 
 Leader of the opposition to the granting of the appeal up to 10 minutes 
 Persons opposing the appeal up to three minutes each 
 Appellant up to three minute rebuttal. 


 
4.20. Committee Reports on Urgent Legislation.  As an exception to the New 


Business rule, legislation deemed by a committee to be of an urgent nature, 
which is heard after 9:00 a.m. Thursday may be considered by the Board as a 
committee report if the chair has anticipated such finding and shall request the 
Clerk of the Board no later than 11:00 a.m. on that Thursday to include the 
item(s) on the printed agenda under Committee Reports at the end of New 
Business. 


 
4.21. Roll Call for Introductions.  Supervisors will be called alphabetically rotating on 


a weekly basis to introduce legislation, request the City Attorney to prepare 
legislation, approve draft ordinances, or issue legal advice, and requests for 
letters of inquiry during the Roll Call for Introductions and up until the 
adjournment of the meeting or 5:00 p.m. whichever is later.  Resolutions or 
motions, for the Adoption Without Committee Reference Agenda may be 
submitted to the Clerk of the Board by 12 noon the following Wednesday and will 
be considered as being introduced for the same Board meeting date.  
Supervisors may also submit legislation to the Clerk of the Board between Board 
meetings.  These matters will be considered as being introduced at the following 
Board meeting, with the exception of matters for the Without Reference to 
Committee Agenda. 
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4.22. Public Comment.  This is an opportunity for members of the public to directly 


address the Board on items of interest to the public that are within the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the Board, including items being considered at this meeting 
which have not been referred to committee, and excluding items which have 
been considered by a Board committee.  Members of the public may address the 
Board for up to three minutes.  At the conclusion of public comment, the Board 
may not lawfully take action to approve or disapprove a new proposal which is 
not on the agenda, but may refer the proposal to a City official for review. 
During public comment before the full Board, remarks shall be addressed to the 
Board as a whole, not to individual Supervisors and not to the audience.  
Supervisors shall not enter into debate or discussion with speakers during public 
comment.  The President may request a City official to investigate an issue 
raised and later report to a committee or to the Board. 
(Amended by Motion No. M23-054 (File No. 230306), approved on 4/12/2023.)  


 
 
4.23. Adoption Without Committee Reference Agenda.  The Board may consider 


resolutions for immediate, unanimous, adoption without reference to committee 
which are presented to the Clerk of the Board by a Supervisor or the Mayor at 
the previous week’s Board meeting or prior to 12 noon the Wednesday before a 
Board meeting.  The President shall inquire whether any Supervisors wish to 
discuss or object to any of the resolutions presented for immediate adoption.  
Resolutions to which there is an objection shall be referred to committee unless 
withdrawn by the sponsor.  The roll then shall be called on the resolutions as a 
group.  The Board may also consider motions for immediate adoption without 
reference to committee, six yes votes being required for adoption, which are 
presented to the Clerk of the Board by a Supervisor or the Mayor at the previous 
week’s Board meeting or prior to 12 noon the Wednesday before a Board 
meeting. 


 
4.23.1. Continuation or Amendment of Matters on the Adoption Without 


Committee Reference Agenda.  Any Supervisor may request that an 
item be amended or continued to a date certain which requires six votes.  
To consider a resolution that is appearing for the second time on the 
adoption without committee reference agenda, the Board must waive the 
Board Rule 2.10 requiring committee reference (eight votes).  If 
committee reference is waived, the Board may then vote on the 
resolution.  Passage of the item requires six votes. 


 
4.24. Closed Sessions.  Closed sessions are permitted as follows: 
 


4.24.1. Litigation.  To meet with the City Attorney or Deputy City Attorney to 
consider litigation (not legislation) which has been filed, or where there is 
significant exposure to litigation likely to be filed, by another party, or to 
consider having the City file litigation. 
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4.24.2. Labor Negotiations.  To meet with the City's representatives to instruct 
them in negotiations with labor unions and other employee 
representatives.  The Board may not meet in a closed session to do the 
actual negotiations with labor representatives present. 


 
4.24.3. Emergencies.  To meet with law enforcement officials and other officials 


in the event of natural or human caused emergencies which cause a 
threat to public services or facilities.   


 
4.24.4. Personnel.  To consider hiring or firing, or evaluating the performance of 


the Clerk of the Board.  The Board may not meet in closed session to 
consider the appointment of a member of a commission or of a 
department head. 


 
4.25. Imperative Agenda.  The Imperative Agenda includes proposed resolutions 


which are purely commendatory, or resolutions for which failure to approve would 
result in serious injury to the public interest, and which are not on the printed 
agenda.  Imperative Agenda resolutions shall be filed with the Clerk of the Board 
prior to the start of the Board meeting.  The Clerk of the Board shall distribute 
such resolutions or emergency ordinances to Supervisors.  Supervisors shall 
introduce these for consideration during the Roll Call for Introductions and 
provide the appropriate number of copies for distribution. 


 
4.26. Imperative Agenda Commendatory, Serious Injury and Brown Act Findings.  


Before considering an item of business not on the agenda, the Board shall adopt 
motions by a two-thirds vote of the full Board, or if less than two-thirds of the 
Supervisors are present, a unanimous vote of those Supervisors present, 
determining:  


 
4.26.1. that the resolution is either purely commendatory or that failure to adopt 


the resolution on this date would do serious injury to the public interest, 
and thus the resolution meets the standards of the San Francisco 
Sunshine Ordinance; and 


 
4.26.2. that the need to take action arose after the agenda was ordered printed, 


and thus the resolution meets the standards of the Brown Act. 
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5. Board Meeting Parliamentary Procedure 
 
5.1. Parliamentary Authority.  It is the Board's intention that parliamentary actions 


normally used by the Board be included in these rules.  On any question or point 
of order not contained in these Rules of Order, the Board shall be governed in its 
parliamentary actions by the latest edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly 
Revised when such actions would not result in conflict with state law or local 
ordinance. 


 
5.2. Suspension of Rules.  Except this rule, Rule 4.4 (Recessed Meetings), rules 


which are restatements of other applicable law, and the rule relating to the 
privilege of the floor, any rule may be suspended by the affirmative vote of eight 
Supervisors unless there are fewer than eight Supervisors present, in which case 
the unanimous consent of the Supervisors present, but not less than six, shall be 
required.  Suspension of the rule relating to privilege of the floor shall require the 
unanimous consent of all Supervisors present.  A motion to suspend the rules is 
not debatable. 


 
5.3. Quorum.  A quorum for the transaction of official business shall consist of six 


Supervisors, but a smaller number may adjourn from time to time and compel the 
attendance of absent Supervisors in the manner and subject to penalties to be 
provided by ordinance. 


 
5.4. Maintaining a Quorum.  No Supervisor shall leave the Board meeting while in 


session if the departure will cause the loss of a quorum. 
 
5.5. Rights of Supervisors Less than Quorum.  In the absence of a quorum, no 


official action shall be taken by the Supervisors present except to order a call of 
the Board, to recess, or to adjourn. 


 
5.6. Call of the Board.  Whether there is a quorum or not, upon a call of the Board, 


those absent Supervisors who have not been excused shall be sent for by the 
President of the Board and brought to the Chamber by the Sergeant-at-Arms or 
by special messengers appointed for the purpose.  A call of the Board may be 
dispensed with at any time by a majority vote of the Supervisors present.  An 
adjournment puts an end to all proceedings in the call.  During a call of the 
Board, when there is a quorum present, business may be transacted as usual, 
except that no action shall be taken with respect to the matter in connection with 
which the call was made. 


 
5.7. Addressing the Board.  When a Supervisor desires to address the Board, the 


Supervisor shall request to be recognized by the President.  When recognized by 
the President, the Supervisor shall proceed to speak, addressing remarks to the 
President and confining discussion to the question before the Board. 
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5.8. Supervisor Entitled to Floor.  On agenda items, Supervisors shall be 
recognized in this order: chair of the committee before which legislation has been 
heard, Supervisor sponsoring the legislation, and other Supervisors in the order 
the President has noticed them seeking recognition. 


 
5.9. Presentation Priority.  The committee chair, or in his or her absence or 


forbearance another member of the committee, then the sponsor, shall be 
accorded priority in addressing the Board to make a presentation concerning any 
matter submitted to the Board by the committee; except that the Supervisor 
calling a matter out of committee shall be accorded priority in addressing the 
Board for the purpose of making a presentation concerning such matter. 


 
5.10. Speaker not to be interrupted.  When speaking, no Supervisor shall be 


interrupted without the Supervisor's consent, provided, however, that the 
Supervisor speaking shall yield to a point of order. 


 
5.11. Limitations on Speaking.  A Supervisor shall not speak more than twice in any 


one debate on the same subject, and at the same stage of the proceeding, 
without the consent of a majority of the Supervisors present.  Supervisors who 
have once spoken on a particular matter shall not again be entitled to the floor so 
long as any Supervisor who has not spoken desires to speak.  After obtaining the 
floor, no Supervisor shall be allowed to speak more than 10 minutes on any 
question, except by permission of a majority of the Supervisors present. 


 
5.12. Conduct of Supervisors.  No Supervisor in debate shall, directly or indirectly, by 


any form of words impute to another Supervisor or to other Supervisors any 
conduct or motive unworthy or unbecoming a Supervisor. 


 
5.13. Action by Motion.  Action by motion includes parliamentary actions, actions on 


matters which concern only the internal functioning of the Board, directives to the 
Clerk of the Board to perform some specific act in the line of official duty, 
directives to the several officers or departments of the City, adoption of the 
annual budget, submission of Charter amendments to the electorate, inquiries, 
actions of a ceremonial or commemorative nature, and such other actions as 
may be approved by the City Attorney. 


 
5.14. Votes Required on Motions.  Unless otherwise provided by these Rules, a 


motion of a parliamentary nature shall require for adoption the affirmative vote of 
a majority of the Supervisors present, there being present not less than a 
quorum.  All other motions shall require for adoption the affirmative vote of a 
majority of the full Board (six votes) except as otherwise provided by these Rules 
of Order, the Charter, or other applicable law. 


 
5.15. Motion not Required.  The Board shall consider, without the necessity for a 


motion and a second:  a) all measures reported to the Board by committee, with 
or without recommendation, and b) all measures presented to the Board by the 
Clerk of the Board in compliance with state law, Charter, ordinance, resolution, 
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motion, or rule.  When two measures are on the agenda with opposite effect, 
such as to approve and to disapprove an action, a motion shall be required to 
consider either measure. 


 
5.16. Withdrawal of Motion.  After a motion has been stated by the President, it shall 


be in the possession of the Board.  After the question has been stated and before 
it is acted upon, a motion may be withdrawn by the mover thereof, with the 
consent of a majority of the Supervisors present. 


 
5.17. Questions of Order.  The President shall decide all questions of order, subject 


to appeal to the Board by any Supervisor. 
 
5.18. Appeal from Decision of President.  Any Supervisor, who disagrees with the 


ruling of the President upon any matter, may appeal from the decision.  When a 
Supervisor desires to appeal from the ruling of the President, such Supervisor 
shall rise as soon as the decision is made, even though another Supervisor holds 
the floor, and without waiting to be recognized, announce an appeal from the 
decision of the President.  An appeal shall be decided without debate except that 
the appellant shall state the grounds upon which the appeal is based. 


 
5.19. Appeal Consideration.  After an appeal has been seconded, the President shall 


state clearly the question at issue and, without leaving the chair, may, if the 
President believes it necessary, state the reasons for the decision.  The question 
shall then be stated as follows:  "The question before the Board is, shall the 
decision of the President stand as the decision of the Board?”  In the event of a 
tie vote, the decision of the President shall prevail. 


 
5.20. Order of Voting.  When calling the roll to determine the vote on any measure or 


motion, the Clerk of the Board shall call the vote in alphabetical order which 
rotates weekly.   


 
5.21. Voting Requirements and Procedure.  Every Supervisor present when a 


question is put shall vote for or against it, unless excused from voting by motion 
adopted by a majority of the Supervisors present or prohibited from voting by 
provision of state or local law because of a conflict of interest, which shall be 
disclosed.   


 
5.22. No Absentee Voting.  No Supervisor shall be permitted to vote upon a question 


unless in the Chamber when the roll is called, or before the vote is announced. 
 
5.23. Vote Explanation.  A roll call shall not be interrupted for vote explanation or for 


any other purpose, but a Supervisor may, prior to the calling of the roll, explain a 
vote (but not when the pending motion is not debatable), file in writing an 
explanation of a vote after the result of the roll call has been announced, or 
explain a vote orally on roll call for the introduction of new matters. 
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5.24. Rescind.  When a vote has been taken by the Board and carried or lost, it shall 
be in order at the same meeting for any Supervisor to move to rescind that vote 
unless something has been done as a result of the vote which is impossible to 
undo.  A motion to rescind shall require a second.  For adoption a motion to 
rescind shall require approval of six Supervisors or of two-thirds of the 
Supervisors present, whichever number is less.  A motion to rescind the vote on 
less than the entire consent agenda shall be in order. 


 
5.25. Reconsideration.  The parliamentary motion to reconsider shall not be in order.  


A motion to rescind a vote, and then a motion to continue an item to a specific 
date is in order. 


 
5.26. Charter Provided Reconsideration.  When the Mayor returns legislation to the 


Board with the Mayor’s veto or request for reconsideration, the Board shall not 
reconsider the legislation until the first meeting after the message from the Mayor 
is communicated to the Board.  The override of a Mayoral veto or request for 
reconsideration shall not be scheduled unless a Supervisor, within a reasonable 
time, has requested the matter be scheduled at said meeting. 


 
5.27. Precedence of Motions during Debate.  When a question is under debate, no 


motion shall be entertained except the following motions which shall have a 
precedence in the order listed: 


 
1. To adjourn. 
2. To call the Board. 
3. To recess to a time certain. 
4. To table. 
5. To terminate debate. 
6. To postpone or continue to a date certain. 
7. To continue until later in the meeting. 
8. To refer to committee. 
9. To amend. 


 
5.28. Motions not Debatable.  The following motions are not debatable: 
 


1. Terminate, limit, or extend debate. 
2. Close nominations. 
3. Division of the question/Duplication of file. 
4. Objections to consideration of a question. 
5. Order, Questions of. 
6. Parliamentary inquiry. 
7. Reopen nominations. 
8. Suspend the rules. 
9. Table.   


 
 
5.29. Motions which may not be Amended.  The following motions may not be 


amended: 
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1. Adjourn. 
2. Amend an amendment. 
3. Appeal of decision of the chair. 
4. Postpone indefinitely. 
5. Terminate debate. 
6. Suspend the rules. 
7. Table. 
8. Take from the table. 
9. Take up a question out of its proper order. 


 
5.30. Division of the Question.   At the request of any Supervisor, prior to the roll call 


for action on a matter, the President or the chair of the committee shall order a 
question divided (severed) if it includes propositions so distinct in substance that 
one being taken away, one or more substantive propositions shall remain for the 
decision of the Board.  When divided, each proposition shall then be considered 
and voted upon separately as if it had been offered alone.   


 
5.31. Duplication of File.  At the request of any Supervisor, prior to the roll call for 


action on a matter, the President or the chair of the committee shall order a file 
duplicated.  Once duplicated each piece of legislation shall be considered 
separately and processed accordingly.   


 
5.32. Seriatim Consideration.  When a measure under debate includes points which 


are intimately connected, any Supervisor may have the matter considered by 
sections or paragraphs.  Each section or paragraph may be amended while 
being considered, and the proposition as a whole shall then be voted upon. 


 
5.33. Termination of Debate/Call the Question.  Three Supervisors may move to 


terminate debate on a matter.  If the motion carries, all debate on the matter 
pending shall terminate.  The matter under discussion shall then be immediately 
put to a vote.  It shall require a two-thirds vote of the Supervisors present to 
adopt a motion terminating debate. 


 
5.34. Table.  A motion to table shall be in order for the purpose of postponing 


temporarily or postponing indefinitely a matter before the Board or a committee 
and requires the approval of six Supervisors.  A tabled matter may be taken from 
the table at the same meeting at which it was tabled, and then considered.  A 
tabled matter may be taken from the table at the next meeting, provided that the 
Board has approved a written motion to remove from the table that appeared on 
the agenda at the subsequent meeting.  If the motion is approved, the matter 
shall not be considered until the next following meeting so that its consideration 
may be posted, published, and noticed. 


 
5.35. Reading Titles.  The Clerk of the Board may read abbreviated titles of measures 


on the agenda when the abbreviated wording will clearly express to the 
Supervisors and the listening public the nature of the measure. 
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5.36. Privilege of the Floor.  The privilege of the floor shall not be granted, for any 
purpose, to persons other than officers of the City or their duly authorized 
representatives.  This rule shall not be suspended except by unanimous consent 
of all Supervisors present.  Persons granted the privilege of the floor pursuant to 
this provision shall confine their remarks to the question before the Board. 
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6. Legislative Organization 
 
6.1. Organization and Election of President.  At 12 noon on the eighth day of 


January in odd-numbered years next following their election, or at 10:00 a.m. on 
the following business day if the eighth of January falls on a Sunday, or holiday, 
the newly elected and continuing members of the Board shall meet at the 
Legislative Chamber in City Hall.  The Board shall by majority vote to elect one of 
its members as President for a two-year term.   


 
6.1.1. Vacancy in the Office of the President of the Board.  If a vacancy in 


the office of the President of the Board occurs prior to the end of the term, 
the Board shall by a majority vote elect one of its members to fill the 
unexpired portion of the term.  At the time designated for the election of a 
Board President, the presiding officer shall entertain nominations from the 
Supervisors for the position of President.  When there are no further 
nominations, the presiding officer shall declare the nominations closed, 
and the Clerk of the Board shall then call the roll of Supervisors.  If no 
nominee receives a majority of the votes, then the presiding officer shall 
direct additional roll calls until a nominee receives a majority vote and a 
President is elected.  The members of the Board may, by majority vote, 
and at any time during the election process, reopen nominations. 


 
6.2. Board Seniority.  The assignment to Board members of offices in City Hall, 


parking spaces at City Hall, seats in the Legislative Chamber, and the 
appointment of Board members to compensated commission positions, shall be 
determined by seniority.  Seniority shall be determined as provided in this Rule. 


 
6.2.1. For members of the Board beginning service on the Board of Supervisors 


on January 8, 2001, Board members’ seniority, and at any time thereafter, 
whether elected or appointed, seniority shall be initially assumed 
determined by those having the longest period of uninterrupted service on 
the Board.  Higher seniority among Supervisors who initially assumed 
office at the same time shall be determined by a lottery to be conducted by 
the Clerk of the Board at a meeting of the Board held within two weeks of 
the election or appointment of the new Supervisors. 


 
6.3. Board Vacancies.  As vacancies occur in Supervisor’s Chamber seats, offices, 


and parking spaces, their availability shall be on the basis of seniority.  A 
Supervisor shall not be involuntarily displaced while holding office.  A Supervisor 
may be displaced from a seat in the Chamber by seniority because of 
Presidential succession.  In that event, the Supervisor may choose to occupy 
either a vacant seat or a seat occupied by a Supervisor with less seniority, who in 
turn may exercise the same option. 


 
6.4. Board Representatives.  The President shall represent the Board at functions 


within and outside the City, subject to fiscal provisions of the Charter, and may 
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designate representatives of the Board authorized to attend meetings and 
conventions of other organizations. 


 
6.5. Outside Boards and Commissions.  Each Supervisor is restricted to serving on 


no more than two outside boards or commissions which remunerate service 
unless every Supervisor has been polled in order of seniority and declined to 
serve.  Before a Supervisor may be appointed to a first term of a second outside 
board or commission (excluding appointment to the San Francisco Local Agency 
Formation Commission and the San Francisco Transportation Authority) every 
other Supervisor shall have been given the opportunity to serve on at least one 
outside board or commission.   


 
6.6. Legislative Chamber.  The Legislative Chamber shall be under the supervision 


and control of the President of the Board whether the Board is in session or not.  
Except provided in this rule, it shall be used solely by the Board and its standing 
or special committees for the transaction of public business of the City.  If not 
required for such use, the President may permit its use by agencies of the 
regional, Federal, State or local governments for the transaction of public 
business.  Application for such use shall be made in writing to the Clerk of the 
Board.  Any permission so granted may be canceled or revoked by the President, 
where necessary, for the protection of City property, the preservation of order, or 
other sufficient reason.  Such permission shall be canceled or revoked by the 
President if and when it shall appear that the Chamber will be required for use of 
the Board or its committees.  When Board and committee assignments will 
permit, the Chamber may be authorized by the President for use by others in 
conducting formal ceremonies such as swearing in members of the judiciary and 
commissions; by commissions and official or quasi official groups on which a 
Supervisor serves and will be in attendance; and by similar commission or 
groups involving direct participation and attendance by the Mayor, if the request 
is made by the Mayor.  The President shall assign seats in the Chamber to 
properly accredited news media representatives and public officials.  The 
Chamber shall be used only for governmental purposes.  The President shall not 
permit the Chamber to be used by private or non-profit groups no matter how 
worthy their cause. 


 
6.7. Subpoenas. Whenever the subpoena power of the Board is to be exercised in 


an inquiry conducted pursuant to the provisions of the Charter, the subpoena 
shall be issued upon a motion duly seconded, with an affirmative vote of a 
majority of the Supervisors present, which subpoena shall be issued and 
authenticated in the name of the Board by the Clerk of the Board.  Any person 
refusing to obey such subpoena or to produce such books, papers, testimony or 
other evidence shall be deemed in contempt and shall be subject to proceedings 
and penalties as provided by general law in such instances. 


 
6.7.1. Administration of Oaths. The Clerk shall administer an oath to any 


person testifying before the Board pursuant to a subpoena issued under 
Rule 6.7, excluding City employees testifying in their official capacity and 
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persons testifying during public comment. Any testimony following such an 
oath shall be given under penalty of perjury.   
(Added by Motion No. M20-31 (File No. 200132), approved 3/10/2020) 


 
6.8. Process for Review and Approval of Board of Supervisors/Clerk of the 


Board’s Annual Budget Prior to Submission to the Mayor.   The Board shall 
refer to the appropriate Board committee a public hearing for discussion of 
budget balancing guidelines to be implemented by the Clerk of the Board in 
preparation of the fiscal year budget for the Board of Supervisors/Clerk of the 
Board.  This hearing shall occur no later than 60 days prior to submission of the 
proposed fiscal year budget to the Mayor. 


 
6.9. Timeline for Review and Adoption of the Draft Budget.  The Clerk of the 


Board shall propose a timeline for an additional committee hearing(s) for review 
and adoption of the proposed fiscal year budget prior to its submission to the 
Mayor.  This hearing shall occur no later than 15 days prior to submission of the 
proposed fiscal year budget to the Mayor. 


 
6.10. Economic Impact Legislation Guidelines.  The following items do not require a 


report by the Office of Economic Analysis: for the Board’s purposes in conducting 
meetings and considering and potentially adopting legislation: commendations; 
proclamations; resolutions authorizing the acceptance and expenditure of grants 
from government agencies; resolutions that urge actions; all appointments to City 
boards, commissions, advisory committees and task forces; public hearings that 
have no accompanying legislation; resolutions that support or oppose legislation 
pending before other local, state, or federal legislative bodies or executives; and 
motions.  (See Appendix D) 


 
6.11. Honors.  The Board shall issue honors in the following categories: 
 


6.11.1. Engrossed Resolutions.  Such resolutions shall be prepared for 
Supervisors leaving office; department heads leaving City service after 
at least 10 years of service with the City; and Mayors, members of 
Congress, and members of the State Legislature upon leaving office. 


  
6.11.2. Certificates of Honor.  Each member of the Board is authorized to 


issue Certificates of Honor on behalf of the Board without further Board 
action.  Supervisors may indicate their desire to join in sponsoring the 
certificate.  The primary sponsor shall then permit the additional 
Supervisors to sign the certificate. 


 
6.11.3. Letter of Commendation.  Each Supervisor is authorized to issue 


Letters of Commendation in the name of the Board without limit as to 
number. 
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Appendix A (Rule 2.18.1) 
 
Boards or Commission appointments made by the Mayor subject to confirmation by the 
Board and deemed approved if the Board fails to act within a specific time after receipt 
of the Mayor’s nomination. 
 
Board of Appeals (Charter Section 4.106) 
Planning Commission (Charter Section 4.105) 
Entertainment Commission (Charter Section 4.117) 
Police Commission (Charter Section 4.109) 
Historic Preservation Commission (Charter 4.135) 
Public Utilities Commission (Charter Section 4.112) 
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Appendix  B  (Rule 2.18.2) 
 
Boards or Commission appointments made by the Mayor subject to confirmation by the 
Board and not effective until Board takes action: 
 
- City Hall Preservation Advisory Commission (Administrative Code 5.240) 
- Industrial Development Authority (SF Administrative Code; California Government 


Code 91520) 
- Municipal Transportation Agency Board of Directors (Charter Section 8A102) 
- Oversight Board (Successor Agency Commission-Redevelopment Agency) 


(Resolution No. 112-2012, Ordinance No. 215-12, Assembly Bill 26) 
- Port Commission (Charter Section 4.114; Charter Section B3.581) 
- Relocation Appeals Board (Administrative Code 24.1, 24.6; California Health & 


Safety Code 33417.5) 
- Successor Agency Commission-Redevelopment Agency (Ordinance No. 215-12, 


Assembly Bill 26) 
- TIDA Appointments of Directors who are not City officers (Treasure Island 


Conversion Act, California Health and Safety Code) 
 
Department Head/Directors Mayoral Appointments 
- City Administrator (Charter Section 3.104) 
- Human Resources Director (Charter Section 10.103) 
- Director of the Office of Citizen Complaints (OCCs) 
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Appendix  C  (Rule 2.18.3) 
 
Boards or Commission appointments made by the Mayor effective at the time Mayor 
makes the appointment.  If a Supervisor requests a hearing on a Mayor’s 3.100(18) 
appointment, the Board may reject by 2/3 vote the Mayor’s appointment, within 30 days 
of the receipt of the Mayor’s appointment letter.  
 
- Airport Commission 
- Arts Commission  
- Civil Service Commission 
- Commission on the Aging 
- Commission on the Environment 
- Commission on the Status of Women 
- Fire Commission 
- Golden Gate Park Concourse Authority (Ordinance created, but is subject to Charter 


3.100(18) conditions) 
- Health Commission 
- Health Service System Board 
- Human Rights Commission 
- Human Services Commission 
- Juvenile Probation Commission 
- Library Commission 
- Recreation and Park Commission 
- Residential Rent Stabilization and Arbitration Board (Rent Board) 
- Retirement Board 
- Small Business Commission (per City Attorney Opinion dated 3/31/04) 
- Treasure Island Development Authority Board of Directors who are SF officers (TIDA 


By-laws) 
- War Memorial, Board of Trustees 
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Appendix D   (Rule 6.10) 
 


Material Economic Impact Legislation Guidelines 
 
Rule 6.10 does not affect the Rule 3.21 requirements for fiscal impact reports by the 
Budget Analyst. The Board shall consider and adopt all other proposed legislation in 
conjunction with any reports issued by the Office of Economic Analysis, as follows: 
 


1. From the date of receipt of the legislation, the Office of Economic Analysis shall 
have 30 days to submit a report to the Board of Supervisors; however, the 
President of the Board may grant 15 days of additional time (for a total of up to 
45 days) for the Office of Economic Analysis to submit a report to the Board of 
Supervisors.  The 30 (or up to 45) days in which the Office of Economic Analysis 
has to submit a report shall run concurrently with the 30 day review period that 
the Clerk and the President may impose on legislation (Rule 3.22) 


 
2. The President of the Board of Supervisors may waive the requirement that the 


report by the Office of Economic Analysis must be received prior to an item being 
heard in committee.  Such a waiver shall not affect any obligation of the Office of 
Economic Analysis to prepare and submit a report.  If the Office of Economic 
Analysis does so within 30 (or up to 45) days, the Board must hold a public 
hearing on the report. 


 
3. If the Office of Economic Analysis fails to submit the analysis by the deadline, 


including an extended deadline, the President shall waive the requirement that 
the report be submitted to the Board prior to the legislation being heard, and the 
Board may then act on the legislation without the report.  If the President fails to 
issue the required waiver, then the Board of Supervisors, by motion approved by 
six votes, may waive the requirement that the report be submitted to the Board 
prior to the legislation being heard, and the Board may then act on the legislation 
without the report.  Such a waiver by the President or Board shall not affect any 
obligation of the Office of Economic Analysis to prepare and submit a report.  
Upon completion of a late report, the Office of Economic Analysis shall submit 
the report to the Clerk of the Board, who shall place it in the public files. 
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INDEX TO VOTES REQUIRED ON VARIOUS MATTERS 
 
Abandoned Vehicle Abatement Program collection of a $1 fee on all vehicles, collected 
by the California Department of Motor Vehicles - 2/3 or 8 votes (California Vehicle 
Code, Section 9250.7(g) 
 
Amendments to the Rules of Order - 8 votes. (Rule 3.26.1) 
  
Appeal from decision of the President - vote is on “shall the decision of the President 
stand as the decision of the Board.” Majority required, but in tie vote the decision of the 
President shall prevail.  (Rule 5.19) 
 
Appropriation Ordinance, Supplemental, containing items previously rejected by Mayor 
or Board of Supervisors for current year's budget - 8 votes.  (Charter Section. 9.113(c)) 
 
Bond Issue, General Obligation resolution or ordinance, including declaration of public 
interest and necessity, and calling election thereof - 8 votes.  (California Government 
Code Sections 43607 and 43608) 
 
Budget, annual, to adopt - 6 votes.  (Charter Section 9.100) 
 
Budget, Municipal Transportation Authority - Reject (but not modify) - 7 votes;  
Reject fare change, route abandonment, or revenue measure proposed in the budget 
on the entire budget - 7 votes (Charter Section 8A.106(c)) 
 
Call a matter from committee which has not been heard in committee after 30 days by  
one member  (Rules 3.35) 
 
Call a matter from committee which has not been reported to the Board from committee 
after 30 days by four members  (Rule 3.36) 
 
Call a matter from committee by the Board before 30 days - Majority  (Rule 3.37) 
 
Call of the Board - Majority of members present. (Rule 5.6) 
 
Call of the Board, to dispense with - Majority of members present.  (Rule 5.6) 
 
Campaign & Governmental Conduct Code, Article I, Amendment or Repeal (8 votes) - 
CGCC 1.103 
 
Campaign & Governmental Conduct Code, Article III, Chapter 3, Amendment or Repeal 
(8 votes) - CGCC 3.204 
 
Charter Amendment, to order submitted - 6 votes.  (California Government Code 
Section 34458) 
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City Administrator, approve appointment or removal by Mayor - 6 votes.  (Charter 
Section 3.104) 
 
Claims, Assignment of for purposes of collection - 9 votes (California Government Code 
26220, San Francisco Administrative Code Sec. 10.39 -1) 
 
Commission appointments by Mayor (to certain Commissions, see Appendixes) - 8 
votes to reject (Charter Section 3.100(18) 
 
Commissioners listed in Charter Section 15.105 - to remove for official misconduct - 9 
votes (Charter Section 15.105) 
 
Consider an Item not on the Agenda - Findings and 8 votes or a lesser unanimous vote.  
(California Government Code Sections 54954.2(b)(1)(2)) 
 
Controller, to confirm appointment of - 6 votes.  (Charter Section. 3.105) 
 
Controller, to concur with Mayor’s decision to remove from office for cause - 8 votes.  
(Charter Section. 3.105) 
 
Declaration of Policy, to submit to voters - 6 votes or 4 members may submit to Director 
of Elections. (Charter Section. 2.113) 
 
Declaring emergency and authorizing submission of general tax to voters, other than in 
an even-year November election - Unanimous vote. (California Constitution, Article 13C, 
Section. 2b) 
 
Elective Municipal Officers, to remove for official misconduct after suspension by the 
Mayor - 9 votes.  (Charter Section 15.105) 
 
Eminent Domain, measures to acquire property - 8 votes.  (California Code of Civil 
Procedure Section 1245.240  
 
Emergency Ordinance - 8 votes.  (Charter Sec. 2.107; and Rule 2.4) 
 
Emergency Reserve Fund, ordinance appropriating from - 9 votes.  (Administrative 
Code Section 10.03) 
 
Employee Claim re Personal Property, resolution to order payment - 6 votes 
(San Francisco Administrative Code Section 10.25-8)  
 
Ethics Commission regulations, to veto - 8 votes within 60 days 
(Charter Section 15.102) 
 
Financial policies, to adopt - 8 votes (Charter Section 9.120) 
 
Golden Gate Park construction - 8 votes.  (Charter Section 4.113(1)) 
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Health Service System; ordinance re employee medical care, fee schedules and 
compensation for services - 9 votes.  (Charter Section A8.423) 
 
Imperative Agenda, to adopt without being on agenda - findings required by Brown Act 
and Sunshine Ordinance adopted by 8 votes, and unanimous vote on the resolution.  
(Rules 4.26.1 and 4.26.2, Charter Section. 2.105 and San Francisco Administrative 
Code Section 67.7 (e)) 
 
Meetings, Special, to call - order of President or majority of Board (Rule 4.3 and 
San Francisco Administrative Code Section 2.8) 
 
Motion, to withdraw - majority of members present. (Rule 5.16) 
 
Municipal Transportation Authority Change in Fares - Submit with budget, to reject –7 
votes (Charter Section 8A.108(a)) 
 
Municipal Transportation Authority Route Abandonment - Submit during budget.  If not 
submitted during budget, to reject after a notice of public hearing - 7 votes 
(Charter Section 8A.108(c)) 
 
Office of Economic Analysis Report Deadline - 6 votes if the President refuses to issue 
the required waiver. (Rule 6.10) 
 
Ordinance, to pass - 6 votes at each of two readings.  (Charter Section. 2.105) 
 
Ordinance, to submit at the next succeeding general election – 6 votes, OR 4 members 
may submit to Director of Elections.  (Charter Section 2.113) 
 
Planning Commission, Board of Supervisors to reverse finding of non-conformity with 
General Plan - 8 votes (Charter Section 4.105)  
 
Planning Commission, to approve action initiated by, for the change of zoning 
classification, building location, use or related matters - 6 votes. 
(Charter Section 4.105) 
 
Planning Commission, to overrule conditional use decision on appeal - 8 votes 
(Charter Section 4.105) 
 
Planning Commission, to pass zoning amendments after disapproval of Planning 
Commission - 6 votes (if proposal was initiated by Board of Supervisors) OR 8 votes (if 
proposal was initiated by application of interested party.  (Charter Section 4.105) 
 
Planning Department, CEQA Appeals - 6 Votes, not majority of those present - 
(Administrative Code Section 31.16(d)) 
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Privilege of the floor, to grant, by motion suspending Rules - Unanimous vote of 
members present, not less than 6 votes  (Rule 5.36) 
 
Public Utilities Bonds for water facilities or clean water facilities approved by Ordinance 
8 votes (Charter 8B.124) 
 
Recreation and Park structural changes to facilities in Golden Gate Park or Union 
Square Park, including erecting, enlarging or expanding - 8 votes (Charter Section 
4.113) 
 
Rescind - 6 votes or two thirds of members present.  (Rule 5.24) 
 
Resolution, declaring public interest and necessity for general obligation bond issue - 8 
votes.  (California Government Code Section 43607) 
 
Resolution, to adopt - 6 votes.  (Charter Section 2.105) 
 
Retirement System, ordinances affecting - 9 votes.  (Charter Section A8.500) 
 
Salaries, to reduce in an emergency, with concurrence of the Mayor - 9 votes 
(Charter Section A.8.406) 
 
Social Security coverage for employees, measure prescribing conditions - 9 votes.  
(Charter Section A8.514) 
 
Speak more than twice on the same subject - Majority of members present.  (Rule 5.11) 
 
Speaker, to extend the time of - Majority of members present. (Rule 5.11) 
 
Special Order, to place on agenda - at direction of President or 6 votes.  (Rule 4.18) 
 
Special Times of Business, to place on agenda - 6 votes. (Rule 4.18) 
 
Surplus Utility Funds, concur in Public Utilities Commission decision to transfer to 
General Fund - 9 votes (Charter Section 16.103(d)) 
 
Suspension of Rules - 8 votes (6 or 7 if unanimous) (Rule 5.2), except 6 votes on 
Charter amendment timing or veto reconsideration timing (Rules 2.22.8 and 5.26), 
unanimous if privilege of floor (Rule 5.36) 
 
Taxes, Sales, to submit to voters - 8 votes. (California Revenue & Taxation Code 
Section 7285 and 7285.9) 
 
Termination of Debate/Call the Question - motion and two seconds and (two-thirds) - 8 
votes.  (Rule 5.33) 
 
Union Square Park construction - 8 votes.  (Charter Section 4.113(1) 







12/9/2020 
  Page 59 


 
Veto, other than Appropriation, to override - 8 votes within 30 days, unless a larger vote 
was required to pass or adopt the measure in the first instance, in which case such 
larger vote shall be required to override the veto. (Charter Section 2.106 and Rule 
2.14.3) 
 
Veto of Appropriation, to override within 10 days - 8 votes (Charter Section 9.104) 
 
Without Reference to Committee, to adopt Resolution - Unanimous vote of members 
present.  (Charter Section 2.105) 
 
Without Reference, second appearance - 8 votes (Rule 4.23) 
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		1.   Public Participation

		1.1. Open Sessions.  Every meeting of the Board, including all Board committee meetings, is open to the public.  The agenda for each meeting of the Board is posted at the San Francisco Main Library, on the Board’s kiosk in City Hall, and on the Board’...

		1.2. Written Communications.  The policy of the City and County of San Francisco and of the Board of Supervisors is to encourage public participation before legislative action is taken by the Board.  Written communications concerning municipal issues ...

		1.3. Public Testimony.  The Board welcomes public testimony.  Persons speaking before the Board or at committee shall confine their remarks to the question before the Board or committee.  When the full Board considers legislation which has not been co...

		1.3.1. Actions Prohibited during Board of Supervisors’ Meetings.

		1.3.2. Political Activities Prohibited During Public Comment.  Public comment that expressly advocates for or against a pending candidate or ballot measure shall be prohibited, except as required by public meetings laws for specific agenda items. For ...

		The President, the Chair of the Committee and/or the Clerk shall provide any person making such public comment a reasonable opportunity to redirect their public comment to matters within the Board's jurisdiction and/or to take down any materials visib...

		1.3.3. In-Person and Remote Public Comment.  Where opportunity for public comment is required under Rules 3.8 (Public Testimony in Committee), 4.19 (Public Hearings on Appeals), and 4.22 (General Public Comment Before the Full Board of Supervisors), m...

		(Added by Motion No. M23-054 (File No. 230306), approved on 4/12/2023.)



		1.4. Speaker Cards.  Speakers at meetings are requested, but not required, to identify themselves and fill out cards placed near the public microphone.  The information is used to help prepare the minutes of the meeting.

		1.5. Interpreters.  The Board shall seek to provide interpreters at each of its regular meetings and all meetings of its committees for each language requested, where the interpretation is necessary to enable San Francisco residents with limited Engli...

		1.5.1. Time Limits for Public Speakers who Request Interpretation Assistance.  When a member of the public is addressing the Board of Supervisors or one of its Committees, and when time limits have been placed on public testimony, the President or cha...



		1.6. Security Officers.  The Board requests the Sheriff to provide at each meeting of the Board at least one deputy sheriff and such additional deputies as the Sheriff judges to be appropriate.

		1.7. Disorderly Conduct.  The presiding officer shall order removed from the meeting room any person who commits the following acts in respect to a meeting of the Board or of a standing or special committee:

		1.7.1. Disorderly, contemptuous or insolent behavior toward the Board or committee or any member thereof, tending to interrupt the due and orderly course of said meeting;

		1.7.2. A breach of the peace, boisterous conduct or violent disturbance, tending to interrupt the due and orderly course of said meeting;

		1.7.3. Disobedience of any lawful order of the presiding officer, which shall include an order to be seated or to refrain from addressing the Board or committee;

		1.7.4. Usage and ringing of cell phones and pagers, not in silent mode in Board and committee meetings;

		1.7.5. Any other interference with the due and orderly course of said meeting.



		1.8. Conduct Enforcement.  Any person removed from a meeting shall be excluded from further attendance at the meeting from which removed, unless permission to attend is granted upon motion adopted by a majority vote of the Board or committee.  Such ex...

		1.9. Law Violations.  In addition to effecting the removal of any person who, in the opinion of the presiding officer, has violated the order and decorum of any meeting, such presiding officer may direct any law enforcement officer or officers to plac...



		2.   Legislative Process

		2.1. Board Actions.  The Board takes action in the form of ordinances, resolutions, or motions.  All ordinances, resolutions, and formal motions shall be referred to Board committee(s) before consideration by the Board, except for the following:

		2.1.1. Ordinances which meet the standards of the Brown Act and court decisions concerning emergency ordinances and which are approved by at least eight Supervisors; and

		2.1.2. Routine resolutions on the printed For Adoption Without Committee Reference Agenda, which are adopted by a unanimous vote of the Board; and

		2.1.3. Resolutions not on the printed agenda, considered on the imperative agenda, which meet the standards of the Brown Act and the Sunshine Ordinance, and which are adopted by unanimous vote; and

		2.1.4. Planning Commission motions relating to appeals, or routine in nature, and motions which are parliamentary in nature and which are adopted by a majority vote of the Board.  (Motions are not subject to Mayoral veto.)



		2.2. Preparation of Ordinances.  The City Attorney’s office generally prepares proposed ordinances.  Requests to prepare proposed ordinances are submitted by the Mayor, department heads, and Supervisors.  The requests may include draft language.

		2.2.1. If a Supervisor wishes an ordinance to be prepared, the Supervisor completes an Introduction Form and presents it to the Clerk of the Board.  A Supervisor may also request an ordinance to be prepared during the Roll Call for Introductions porti...



		2.3. Approval as to Form.  All proposed ordinances shall be approved as to form by the City Attorney prior to consideration by the Board or a Board committee.  Resolutions concerning interim zoning controls and bonds must first be approved by the City...

		2.4. Emergency Ordinances.  Emergency ordinances may be adopted only with the affirmative vote of eight Supervisors.  Emergency ordinances must be real emergencies.  They require a vote on only one day.  They go into effect as soon as signed by the Ma...

		2.5. Legislative Digests.  The City Attorney prepares a brief digest of each proposed ordinance of more than two pages at the time of the ordinance introduction.  Such digest shall explain in plain English the effects of the ordinance on existing law....

		2.6. Resolution Writing.  Most resolutions are generally prepared by a Supervisor or by the requesting department.  Resolutions may be prepared by the City Attorney based on a draft submitted by a Supervisor or department because of the complexity of ...

		2.7. Legislative Introductions by Supervisors and the Mayor.  Legislation and other matters may be introduced during the portion of the Board meeting designated Roll Call for Introductions and up until the adjournment of the meeting or 5:00 p.m. which...

		2.7.1. Legislative Introductions Timeline For Departments.  Departments may submit an original red-line and two copies of the proposed legislation with electronic versions to the Clerk of the Board’s staff before 12 noon on Monday.  If Monday is a hol...

		2.7.2. Legislation Introduced Document.  All legislation introduced by Supervisors, the Mayor or Departments during the prescribed times, will be included on the Legislation Introduced document which will be posted on the Board of Supervisors website ...



		2.8. Board Consideration.  Prior to Board consideration of a matter all required documents relating to the proposed legislation must be submitted and completed to ensure all legislative files are ready for the appropriate legislative action.  When doc...

		2.8.1. Grant Applications.  Legislation approving grant applications shall be accompanied by a completed Grant Information Sheet and a signed “Disability Access Checklist” which must be approved by the Mayor and the Controller's Grants Division before...

		2.8.2. State and Federal Legislation.  Each resolution which would support or oppose legislation pending before the California Legislature or the United States Congress shall be accompanied, at the time of introduction, by a copy of the bill under con...

		2.8.3. Contracts/Agreements/Leases.  When required by S.F. Campaign and Governmental Conduct Code, Section 1.126 a completed Form 126 (SFEC-126) shall accompany the legislation in order for the Board to take appropriate action.



		2.9. Subject Hearings.  A Supervisor may introduce a request for a committee hearing on a subject matter without having legislation.  The Board prefers that legislation be introduced so the public will be aware of possible action to be taken on an iss...

		2.10. Committee Reference.  The President of the Board shall refer proposed legislation and subject matter hearing requests to one of the standing or special committees for public hearing.

		2.11. Sponsors and Co-sponsors.  The Clerk of the Board shall include on every measure introduced, the name of the sponsor or cosponsors.  If a matter is being considered at a committee meeting or at a Board meeting, a Supervisor may request to be add...

		2.12. Pending Legislation.  Unless otherwise provided, legislation shall be referred to committee and placed by the clerk on the assigned committee’s pending list and placed on a committee agenda.  Committee chairs have wide latitude on whether and wh...

		2.13. Transmittal to the Mayor.  No later than the day following final passage or adoption by the Board, the Clerk of the Board shall transmit to the Mayor ordinances and resolutions with the record of Supervisors who voted for or against the legislat...

		2.14. Action by the Mayor.  Within 10 calendar days of receipt of legislation, the Mayor shall return the legislation to the Clerk of the Board.  If the 10th day is a weekday, the Mayor has until 5:00 p.m. on that day to return legislation.  If the 10...

		2.14.1. Sign the legislation, in which case it becomes law in accordance with Board Rule 2.16 relating to the effective date of legislation.

		2.14.2. Return the legislation unsigned, in which case the legislation becomes law at the end of the 10-day period for consideration by the Mayor in accordance with Board Rule 2.16 relating to the effective date of legislation.  If the Mayor informs t...

		2.14.3. Disapprove and veto the legislation, in which case the Board may override the veto and approve the legislation within 30 days by an affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the full Board, eight votes in accordance with Board Rule 2.16 ...



		2.15. Unreturned Legislation.  If the Mayor fails to return the legislation to the Clerk of the Board by the end of the 10th day following transmittal to his/her office, the legislation is deemed approved in accordance with Board Rule 2.16 relating to...

		2.16. Effective Dates.  An ordinance concerning purely administrative matters, ordinances calling elections, appropriating money and levying taxes, and such other ordinances as provided by the Charter, go into effect when the Mayor returns the approve...

		2.17. Rate, Fee, Charge Review.  When a proposed rate, fee, or charge is received from the Mayor, the Clerk of the Board shall promptly refer the matter to the Budget and Finance Committee or the Budget and Appropriations Committee so that the Board m...

		2.18. Mayoral Appointment Consideration.

		2.18.1. Appointments by the Mayor that are subject to confirmation by the Board and deemed approved if the Board fails to act within a specified time.  The Clerk of the Board shall introduce a motion to confirm and a motion to reject such appointments...

		2.18.2. Appointments by the Mayor that are subject to confirmation by the Board and not effective until the Board takes action.  Upon receipt of a complete nomination from the Mayor, which shall include contact information, resume, a completed Stateme...

		2.18.3. Appointments by the Mayor that are effective at the time the Mayor makes the appointment but may be rejected within 30 days by a 2/3 vote of the Board.  Upon receipt of a complete nomination from the Mayor, which shall include contact informat...

		(See Appendix C)



		2.19. Certain Candidates for Commission Appointments.  Prior to any approval or confirmation by the Board of an appointment of an individual to a board, commission or advisory, the applicant must submit a completed Statement of Economic Interests (Fai...

		2.20. Executive Branch Reorganization.  When the Mayor submits proposed executive branch reorganizations to the Board, the Clerk of the Board shall promptly transmit the proposal to each Board member and indicate that the proposed reorganizations shal...

		2.21. Regular Meetings of Subordinate Bodies.  Whenever the Board creates or reauthorizes, by ordinance or resolution, a board, committee, task force, or other multi-member body, the Board shall include language requiring the subordinate body to meet ...

		2.21.1. Appointments to Subordinate Bodies Nominated by District Supervisors and Approved by Board. Upon receipt of a complete nomination to a subordinate body that provides for nominations by individual District Supervisors to seats that must be appr...

		2.21.2. Appointments to Subordinate Bodies Directly Made by District Supervisors. Upon receipt of a complete appointment to a subordinate body that provides for direct appointments to be made by individual District Supervisors, the Clerk of the Board ...



		2.22. Proposed Charter Amendments.  Any proposal for amendment of the Charter ordered submitted to the electors by the Board on its own motion shall be ordered pursuant to the provisions of applicable state law, with the further limitations imposed as...

		2.22.1. Introduction; Referral to Committee.  A proposed Charter amendment shall be introduced by a Supervisor at a regular Board meeting held not less than 168 days prior to the election at which it is to be acted upon by the electors.  A Charter ame...

		2.22.2. Referral to City Attorney.  Immediately after its reference to committee, any proposed Charter amendment which has not been prepared or approved as to form by the City Attorney shall be transmitted by the Clerk of the Board to the City Attorne...

		2.22.3. Controller's Statement.  Immediately after reference to committee and preparation or approval as to form by the City Attorney, such proposed Charter amendment shall be referred by the Clerk of the Board to the Controller.  The committee shall ...

		2.22.4. Referral to Mayor and other City Officials and Boards or Commissions.  Immediately after its reference to committee and preparation or approval as to form by the City Attorney, any proposed Charter amendment shall be referred by the Clerk of t...

		2.22.5. Amendments to Proposed Charter Amendments.  An amendment of substance to a proposed Charter amendment, submitted to the Board or a Board committee, shall be referred by the Clerk of the Board to the City Attorney for preparation or approval as...

		2.22.6. Committee Report and Board Action.  The committee before which a proposed Charter amendment, or an amendment thereto, is pending, shall not report it to the Board, and the Board shall not order it submitted to the electors, prior to 10 days af...

		2.22.7. Order of Submission to Electorate.  At least six days must intervene between the first appearance of a proposed Charter amendment on the Board agenda and any Board order of submission to the electorate.  Said order, if any, must be made not le...

		2.22.8. Modification of Time.  Notwithstanding the provisions of other rules, the Board may, by motion adopted by a majority vote of all Supervisors thereof, shorten, extend or otherwise modify the time fixed in these rules for the performance of any ...

		2.22.9. One Late Charter Amendment.  San Francisco Elections Code, Section 300, provides that proposed Charter amendments the Board wishes to submit to the voters may be submitted for the next election held no fewer than 102 days after the date of sub...

		2.22.10. Filing of Proposed Charter Amendments.  On the 94th day prior to each City election, the Clerk of the Board shall file all pending proposed Charter amendments that have not been submitted to the voters by the Board for that election, unless a...

		2.22.11. Withdrawal of Charter Amendment/Ballot Measure Transmitted to the Department of Elections.  Charter amendments or ballot measures that the Board has placed on the ballot may be withdrawn by motion up to the deadline to submit a measure to the...





		3.   Legislative Committees

		3.1. Committee Appointments and Service.  The President shall appoint, by written notice filed with the Clerk of the Board, the membership and schedule of all standing and special committees and their respective chairs and vice chairs, except that in ...

		3.2. Presidential Committee Service.  When only one member is available to attend a meeting of a standing or select committee of the Board, in order that the committee may conduct its scheduled business, the President may serve on the committee with a...

		3.3. Committee Authority.  Committees shall consider only items which have been referred to them by the President, or by the Board, and which have been posted, published, and noticed. The basic function of each committee is to inquire and to recommend...

		3.3.1. Issuance of Subpoena Duces Tecum by the Government Audit & Oversight Committee.  By oral motion adopted by a majority of the members of the Government Audit & Oversight Committee during a subject public hearing, the Committee may instruct the C...

		3.3.2. Administration of Oaths at Government Audit and Oversight Committee Meetings.  The Committee Clerk shall administer an oath to any person testifying before the Government Audit & Oversight Committee pursuant to a subpoena duces tecum issued by ...



		3.4. Committee Assignments.  Specific committee assignments shall modify and control general assignments.  In the event that the scope of committee assignments may be conflicting, overlapping or ambiguous, the President shall determine and designate, ...

		3.5. Committee Size.  Each standing committee and each select committee shall be comprised of three Supervisors.

		3.6. Action by Chair of Committee.  Prior to preparation of a committee agenda, the committee clerk shall review with the chair all measures pending in the committee, for the purpose of permitting the chair to order filing or other disposition of thos...

		3.6.1. Upon request by any member of a committee, the committee chair shall share a draft agenda with all committee members at least seven days in advance of the committee meeting, so that committee members may be fully prepared for the meeting.



		3.7. Meetings to be Public.  Every committee meeting shall be open to the public, except that a committee may meet in closed session for consideration of matters involving attorney-client consultation with the City Attorney on litigation or involving ...

		3.8. Public Comment at Committee Meetings.  Public comment is welcome on any item on committee agendas.  Public comment is not provided on other matters, because committees may consider only items which have been referred to the committee and properly...

		3.9. Time of Meeting.  Every committee shall meet at the time set by the Board, the chair, or a majority of the committee, in that order of priority.

		3.10. Committee Meetings on Tuesday.  No committee meeting shall commence on a Tuesday after 12:30 p.m. or continue past 2:00 p.m. on a Tuesday without the express permission of the President of the Board.

		3.11. Committee Meeting Attendance.  It shall be the duty of every Supervisor to attend every meeting of his or her committee and to be present promptly at the time for which the meeting is called.  No more than five Supervisors may attend and partici...

		3.12. Record of Attendance.  The clerk of each committee shall keep a record of the attendance of the members and shall report such record to the Clerk of the Board, and the Clerk of the Board shall have the record of the attendance of members at comm...

		3.13. Call to Order.  In the event that the chair is not present at the time set for a committee meeting, the vice-chair or another member of the committee shall, if there is a quorum, call the meeting to order.

		3.14. Roll Call on Pending Motion.  It shall be the right of any member of a committee to call for a roll call vote on any pending motion, and the chair or acting chair of the committee shall, with or without debate, order the roll call.

		3.15. No Requirement for Second to Motion.  In committees of three members or fewer, a motion by a member shall not require a second.

		3.16. Non-Duplication.  When a matter has been referred to one committee, a substantially similar proposal shall be referred to the same committee, but nothing in this rule shall be construed to limit the power of the President to exercise the power t...

		3.17. Posting, Publishing, and Noticing Committee Meeting Agendas.  Any member of the public who is interested in receiving a committee agenda, via the US mail, may make a request in writing to the Clerk of the Board and subject to the price per page ...

		3.18. Committee Presentation Priority.  The sponsor or his/her designee of the legislation shall be accorded priority in addressing the committee.

		3.19. Timing of Committee Recommendations.  When state or local law requires the Board to act by a certain date, or when the Board for legislative reasons desires to act by a certain date, the Board may refer legislation to a committee with direction ...

		3.20. Applicable Rules.  Except that the privilege of the floor may be granted by the committee chair or as a majority of the committee may decide, and except as otherwise provided, the Rules of the Board shall be applicable in the conduct of all comm...

		3.21. Committee Consent Agenda.  Any committee chair, in reviewing matters to be included in a committee agenda, will determine whether there are routine, non-controversial items that would be appropriate for inclusion in a Consent Agenda section.  Th...

		3.22. Committee Hearings on Major Policy Issues Deferred for 30 Days.  When a measure is introduced which would create or revise major City policy, the committee to which the measure is assigned shall not consider the measure until at least 30 days af...

		3.23. Action on Amendments to Administrative Code Involving Land Use or Planning Deferred for 30 Days.  Upon introduction, any legislation containing significant amendments to the Administrative Code involving issues related to planning or land use sh...

		3.24. General Plan Amendments.  When proposed general plan amendments are received from the Planning Commission, the Clerk of the Board shall promptly refer the amendments to the committee which considers land use issues since the Board is required by...

		3.25. Fiscal Committees.  In accordance with Administrative Code Section 2.6-3 concerning fiscal impact, the Government Audit and Oversight Committee, the Budget and Finance Committee, the Budget and Appropriations Committee, the Youth, Young Adult, a...

		3.25.1. Budget and Finance Committee; Budget and Appropriations Committee.  The Budget and Finance Committee or the Budget and Appropriations Committee shall be referred appropriation ordinances, and measures concerning bond issues, taxes, fees and ot...

		3.25.2. Government Audit and Oversight Committee.  The Government Audit and Oversight Committee shall be referred labor agreements, Civil Grand Jury Reports, audits of City departments and agencies, and settlement of claims, litigation, and rewards.  ...

		3.25.3. Management Audits.  It is the policy of the Board that each   program of the City and the Successor Agency to the San Francisco Redevelopment Agency (over whose budget the Board has jurisdiction) be the subject of a performance or management a...

		3.25.4. Audit Schedule.  No later than the 15th of January each year, the Budget Analyst and the Controller shall submit to the Board a proposed schedule of performance and management audits to be conducted of programs of City departments and the agen...

		3.25.5. Approval of Audit Schedule.  The Board shall review and approve by resolution the schedule of performance and management audits within 60 days of its receipt.  Prior to approving the proposed audit schedules the Board may modify, add, or delet...



		3.26. Rules Committee.  The Rules Committee shall be referred matters concerning appointments, ballot measures, (except revenue measures which will be heard in the Budget and Finance Committee or the Budget and Appropriations Committee), Charter amend...

		3.26.1. Amendments to the Rules of Order.  All proposed amendments to the Rules of Order shall be referred to the Rules Committee for public hearing and recommendation.  An amendment to the Rules of Order may be adopted by the affirmative recorded vot...



		3.27. Public Safety and Neighborhood Services Committee.  The Public Safety and Neighborhood Services Committee shall be referred measures related to public works, infrastructure, neighborhood quality life, parks and recreation, utilities, public prot...

		(Amended by Motion No. M13-025 (File No. 130050), approved 2/26/2013; Motion No. M15-026 (File No. 150103), approved 2/24/2015; Motion No. M17-020 (File No. 170118), approved 2/14/17)

		3.28. Land Use and Transportation Committee.  The Land Use and Transportation Committee shall be referred measures related to housing, land use, zoning, planning, rent control, transportation, traffic and parking, the Municipal Agency, economic develo...

		3.29. (Deleted pursuant to Motion No. M19-054 (File No. 190120), approved 4/2/19).

		3.30. Select Committees.  The Board, by motion, may create select committees after such motion has been referred to the Rules Committee for public hearing and recommendation to the Board. Except as provided in Rule 3.31, each select committee shall co...

		3.31. Youth, Young Adult, and Families Committee. The Youth, Young Adult, and Families Committee shall be referred legislation concerning youth, young adults, and families, including fiscal matters. When the subject matter of legislation concerns thes...

		3.32. Homelessness and Behavioral Health Select Committee. The Homelessness and Behavioral Health Select Committee shall be referred legislation and requests for hearings concerning the coordinated efforts of City Departments and State and Federal Age...

		3.33. Joint Committees.  When a matter cannot adequately be considered by a single committee, and the President determines that a joint committee will give more appropriate consideration to a matter, the President may refer a matter to a joint committ...

		3.34. Committee Hearing.  Legislation assigned to a committee requires a majority of the three members of a committee in order to be sent to the full Board, as introduced, or as amended by the committee.  The committee, to which a measure is referred,...

		(a) Proposed text of the basic measure has been available in the Board file for public inspection at least seven days prior to its hearing or;

		(b) The committee or the Board finds that the measure is of an urgent nature and that the public has not been significantly disadvantaged by the lack of availability of the text; or

		(c) The committee originates a measure after holding a hearing when notice of the hearing included not merely the subject matter but a description of the substance of the potential legislation.



		3.35. Committee Action.  A committee may send legislation to the full Board with its recommendation, or without recommendation, or with a recommendation of do not pass.  Other committee actions include: amend the legislation, continue to a specified f...

		3.36. Failure of a Committee to Hear within 30 Days.  Should a measure that has been referred to committee not be heard within 30 days from the date of such reference, any Supervisor may, at any subsequent Board meeting call for said measure to be pre...

		3.37. Failure of a Committee to Act within 30 Days.  Should the committee to which a measure has been referred not report such measure to the Board within 30 days from the date of such reference, four or more Supervisors, at any subsequent Board meeti...

		3.38. The Board May Call a Measure from Committee.  The Board by majority vote may order, by written motion, that a measure which has been referred to committee be returned to the Board at its next meeting.

		3.39. Notice of Call from Committee.  When a measure is called out of committee, the clerk of the committee shall notify by mail all interested parties, who have provided contact information, that the measure has been called out of committee and will ...

		3.40. Calling an Emergency Measure from Committee.  At the expiration of five days from the date of reference to committee of an emergency ordinance, any Supervisor may call for said emergency measure and require that the Clerk of the Board include su...

		3.41. Filing of Inactive Matters.  Before a matter appears on an agenda for consideration, the Supervisor sponsoring a measure or requesting a hearing, must inform the Clerk of the Board, in writing, if he/she deems the matter to be inactive, and the ...

		3.42. Filing Inactive Matters After Six Months.  If a matter referred to committee has not been heard by the committee for any five consecutive calendar months, the Clerk of the Board shall note on the next committee pending list that unless the item ...

		3.43. Reactivating of Tabled or Filed Items.  After a committee has tabled or filed a measure, any Supervisor within the following 12 months may call, at any subsequent Board meeting, for the measure to be reactivated by inclusion on the pending list ...



		4.  Board of Supervisors Meetings

		4.1. Board Meeting Agendas: Posting, Publishing, and Noticing.  Agendas of the Board of Supervisors are posted at the San Francisco Main Library and on the Board’s kiosk in City Hall.  Agendas are also published on the Board's website 72 hours prior t...

		4.2. Regular Meetings of the Board.  The Board shall hold a regular meeting in the Chamber in City Hall each week at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, unless it is a holiday or the day following a holiday.  In December of each year, the Board shall by written mot...

		4.2.1. Holiday Schedule.  During holiday periods, the application of specific days of the week described in these rules shall be revised by the Clerk of the Board as necessary for the efficient conduct of the legislative process.



		4.3. Special Meetings of the Board.  A special meeting of the Board may be called at any time by the President, or by a majority of the Board, as specified in Section 2.8 of the San Francisco Administrative Code.

		4.4. Recessed Meetings.  When the Board, or one of its committees, recesses a meeting to a time that is more than 12 hours later than the beginning of the initial recess, the following shall occur:

		(a) The Board or committee shall decide, by a motion approved by a majority of the quorum, which matters will be considered at the reconvened meeting.

		(b) The Board or committee shall then direct the Clerk of the Board or the committee clerk to process the remaining, decided items on the agenda as completed business.

		(c) During the reconvened meeting the Board or committee shall not consider those already decided items.

		This Rule may not be suspended.



		4.5. Attendance at the Board Meetings.  Unless excused, all Supervisors shall be in their respective seats at the hour appointed for each regular, special or recessed meeting of the Board.  No Supervisor shall be excused from attendance at a Board mee...

		4.6. Meeting Absences.  Each Supervisor shall notify the President, affected committee chairs, and the Clerk of the Board in writing of all anticipated absences from Board and committee meetings.

		4.7. Call to Order and Roll Call.  The President shall preside at all meetings, and shall call each regular, adjourned, recessed or special meeting to order at the appointed hour.  Immediately after the call to order, the Clerk of the Board shall call...

		4.7.1 Acknowledgement of the Ramaytush Ohlone Community.

		Following the Call to Order and Roll Call, the President shall read the following statement:

		4.8. President Pro Tem.  The President may name any Supervisor to perform the duties of the President, but such substitutions shall not extend beyond adjournment.

		4.9. Pledge of Allegiance.  The President shall lead the Board and the audience in the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.

		4.10. Approval of Meeting Minutes.  The Clerk of the Board shall make draft meeting minutes available after 12 noon following the meeting day.  A written report (Legislation Introduced) of matters newly introduced shall be normally available no later ...

		4.11. Communications.  Communications are presented on which immediate notice to the Board or action by the Board is required by law.

		4.12. Mayor's Appearance Before the Board.  The second regularly scheduled meeting of the Board shall include an agenda item for the Mayor’s personal appearance before the Board.  The President of the Board shall communicate to the Clerk of the Board,...

		4.13. Recognition of Commendations.  The general recognition of commendations may occur at 2:00 p.m. and should require no more than five minutes per recognition.  Group recognitions shall be noted as a Special Order on the Board agenda at an affixed ...

		4.14. Consent Agenda.  Matters of a routine, non-controversial nature which require no further discussion and only six votes may be listed in a section of the Regular Agenda of the Board called Consent Agenda.  There will be no separate discussion of ...

		4.15. Old Business.  This item includes matters which were previously considered by the Board, continued, amended, or were not passed by a unanimous vote of the Board at the previous Board meeting.

		4.16. New Business.  This item includes legislation reported to the full Board by Board committees prior to 9:00 a.m. on the Thursday preceding the Tuesday Board meeting.

		4.17. Board Action.  Unless otherwise provided by state law, Charter, or ordinance, the favorable vote of six of the eleven Supervisors is required to approve ordinances, resolutions, or non-parliamentary motions.  Ordinances require consideration at ...

		4.18. Special Times of Business.  The Clerk of the Board shall schedule public hearings on appeals commencing at 3:00 p.m.  If the Board is considering a matter, and a Special Order time occurs, the President, without objection, may continue to consid...

		4.19. Public Hearings on Appeals.  During public hearings required by law on appeals from certain Planning Commission actions and other City agencies, remarks shall be addressed to the Board as a whole, not to individual Supervisors and not to the aud...

		4.20. Committee Reports on Urgent Legislation.  As an exception to the New Business rule, legislation deemed by a committee to be of an urgent nature, which is heard after 9:00 a.m. Thursday may be considered by the Board as a committee report if the ...

		4.21. Roll Call for Introductions.  Supervisors will be called alphabetically rotating on a weekly basis to introduce legislation, request the City Attorney to prepare legislation, approve draft ordinances, or issue legal advice, and requests for lett...

		4.22. Public Comment.  This is an opportunity for members of the public to directly address the Board on items of interest to the public that are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board, including items being considered at this meeting whi...

		During public comment before the full Board, remarks shall be addressed to the Board as a whole, not to individual Supervisors and not to the audience.  Supervisors shall not enter into debate or discussion with speakers during public comment.  The Pr...

		(Amended by Motion No. M23-054 (File No. 230306), approved on 4/12/2023.)



		4.23. Adoption Without Committee Reference Agenda.  The Board may consider resolutions for immediate, unanimous, adoption without reference to committee which are presented to the Clerk of the Board by a Supervisor or the Mayor at the previous week’s ...

		4.23.1. Continuation or Amendment of Matters on the Adoption Without Committee Reference Agenda.  Any Supervisor may request that an item be amended or continued to a date certain which requires six votes.  To consider a resolution that is appearing f...



		4.24. Closed Sessions.  Closed sessions are permitted as follows:

		4.24.1. Litigation.  To meet with the City Attorney or Deputy City Attorney to consider litigation (not legislation) which has been filed, or where there is significant exposure to litigation likely to be filed, by another party, or to consider having...

		4.24.2. Labor Negotiations.  To meet with the City's representatives to instruct them in negotiations with labor unions and other employee representatives.  The Board may not meet in a closed session to do the actual negotiations with labor representa...

		4.24.3. Emergencies.  To meet with law enforcement officials and other officials in the event of natural or human caused emergencies which cause a threat to public services or facilities.

		4.24.4. Personnel.  To consider hiring or firing, or evaluating the performance of the Clerk of the Board.  The Board may not meet in closed session to consider the appointment of a member of a commission or of a department head.



		4.25. Imperative Agenda.  The Imperative Agenda includes proposed resolutions which are purely commendatory, or resolutions for which failure to approve would result in serious injury to the public interest, and which are not on the printed agenda.  I...

		4.26. Imperative Agenda Commendatory, Serious Injury and Brown Act Findings.  Before considering an item of business not on the agenda, the Board shall adopt motions by a two-thirds vote of the full Board, or if less than two-thirds of the Supervisors...

		4.26.1. that the resolution is either purely commendatory or that failure to adopt the resolution on this date would do serious injury to the public interest, and thus the resolution meets the standards of the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance; and

		4.26.2. that the need to take action arose after the agenda was ordered printed, and thus the resolution meets the standards of the Brown Act.





		5.  Board Meeting Parliamentary Procedure

		5.1. Parliamentary Authority.  It is the Board's intention that parliamentary actions normally used by the Board be included in these rules.  On any question or point of order not contained in these Rules of Order, the Board shall be governed in its p...

		5.2. Suspension of Rules.  Except this rule, Rule 4.4 (Recessed Meetings), rules which are restatements of other applicable law, and the rule relating to the privilege of the floor, any rule may be suspended by the affirmative vote of eight Supervisor...

		5.3. Quorum.  A quorum for the transaction of official business shall consist of six Supervisors, but a smaller number may adjourn from time to time and compel the attendance of absent Supervisors in the manner and subject to penalties to be provided ...

		5.4. Maintaining a Quorum.  No Supervisor shall leave the Board meeting while in session if the departure will cause the loss of a quorum.

		5.5. Rights of Supervisors Less than Quorum.  In the absence of a quorum, no official action shall be taken by the Supervisors present except to order a call of the Board, to recess, or to adjourn.

		5.6. Call of the Board.  Whether there is a quorum or not, upon a call of the Board, those absent Supervisors who have not been excused shall be sent for by the President of the Board and brought to the Chamber by the Sergeant-at-Arms or by special me...

		5.7. Addressing the Board.  When a Supervisor desires to address the Board, the Supervisor shall request to be recognized by the President.  When recognized by the President, the Supervisor shall proceed to speak, addressing remarks to the President a...

		5.8. Supervisor Entitled to Floor.  On agenda items, Supervisors shall be recognized in this order: chair of the committee before which legislation has been heard, Supervisor sponsoring the legislation, and other Supervisors in the order the President...

		5.9. Presentation Priority.  The committee chair, or in his or her absence or forbearance another member of the committee, then the sponsor, shall be accorded priority in addressing the Board to make a presentation concerning any matter submitted to t...

		5.10. Speaker not to be interrupted.  When speaking, no Supervisor shall be interrupted without the Supervisor's consent, provided, however, that the Supervisor speaking shall yield to a point of order.

		5.11. Limitations on Speaking.  A Supervisor shall not speak more than twice in any one debate on the same subject, and at the same stage of the proceeding, without the consent of a majority of the Supervisors present.  Supervisors who have once spoke...

		5.12. Conduct of Supervisors.  No Supervisor in debate shall, directly or indirectly, by any form of words impute to another Supervisor or to other Supervisors any conduct or motive unworthy or unbecoming a Supervisor.

		5.13. Action by Motion.  Action by motion includes parliamentary actions, actions on matters which concern only the internal functioning of the Board, directives to the Clerk of the Board to perform some specific act in the line of official duty, dire...

		5.14. Votes Required on Motions.  Unless otherwise provided by these Rules, a motion of a parliamentary nature shall require for adoption the affirmative vote of a majority of the Supervisors present, there being present not less than a quorum.  All o...

		5.15. Motion not Required.  The Board shall consider, without the necessity for a motion and a second:  a) all measures reported to the Board by committee, with or without recommendation, and b) all measures presented to the Board by the Clerk of the ...

		5.16. Withdrawal of Motion.  After a motion has been stated by the President, it shall be in the possession of the Board.  After the question has been stated and before it is acted upon, a motion may be withdrawn by the mover thereof, with the consent...

		5.17. Questions of Order.  The President shall decide all questions of order, subject to appeal to the Board by any Supervisor.

		5.18. Appeal from Decision of President.  Any Supervisor, who disagrees with the ruling of the President upon any matter, may appeal from the decision.  When a Supervisor desires to appeal from the ruling of the President, such Supervisor shall rise a...

		5.19. Appeal Consideration.  After an appeal has been seconded, the President shall state clearly the question at issue and, without leaving the chair, may, if the President believes it necessary, state the reasons for the decision.  The question shal...

		5.20. Order of Voting.  When calling the roll to determine the vote on any measure or motion, the Clerk of the Board shall call the vote in alphabetical order which rotates weekly.

		5.21. Voting Requirements and Procedure.  Every Supervisor present when a question is put shall vote for or against it, unless excused from voting by motion adopted by a majority of the Supervisors present or prohibited from voting by provision of sta...

		5.22. No Absentee Voting.  No Supervisor shall be permitted to vote upon a question unless in the Chamber when the roll is called, or before the vote is announced.

		5.23. Vote Explanation.  A roll call shall not be interrupted for vote explanation or for any other purpose, but a Supervisor may, prior to the calling of the roll, explain a vote (but not when the pending motion is not debatable), file in writing an ...

		5.24. Rescind.  When a vote has been taken by the Board and carried or lost, it shall be in order at the same meeting for any Supervisor to move to rescind that vote unless something has been done as a result of the vote which is impossible to undo.  ...

		5.25. Reconsideration.  The parliamentary motion to reconsider shall not be in order.  A motion to rescind a vote, and then a motion to continue an item to a specific date is in order.

		5.26. Charter Provided Reconsideration.  When the Mayor returns legislation to the Board with the Mayor’s veto or request for reconsideration, the Board shall not reconsider the legislation until the first meeting after the message from the Mayor is c...

		5.27. Precedence of Motions during Debate.  When a question is under debate, no motion shall be entertained except the following motions which shall have a precedence in the order listed:

		5.28. Motions not Debatable.  The following motions are not debatable:

		5.29. Motions which may not be Amended.  The following motions may not be amended:

		5.30. Division of the Question.   At the request of any Supervisor, prior to the roll call for action on a matter, the President or the chair of the committee shall order a question divided (severed) if it includes propositions so distinct in substanc...

		5.31. Duplication of File.  At the request of any Supervisor, prior to the roll call for action on a matter, the President or the chair of the committee shall order a file duplicated.  Once duplicated each piece of legislation shall be considered sepa...

		5.32. Seriatim Consideration.  When a measure under debate includes points which are intimately connected, any Supervisor may have the matter considered by sections or paragraphs.  Each section or paragraph may be amended while being considered, and t...

		5.33. Termination of Debate/Call the Question.  Three Supervisors may move to terminate debate on a matter.  If the motion carries, all debate on the matter pending shall terminate.  The matter under discussion shall then be immediately put to a vote....

		5.34. Table.  A motion to table shall be in order for the purpose of postponing temporarily or postponing indefinitely a matter before the Board or a committee and requires the approval of six Supervisors.  A tabled matter may be taken from the table ...

		5.35. Reading Titles.  The Clerk of the Board may read abbreviated titles of measures on the agenda when the abbreviated wording will clearly express to the Supervisors and the listening public the nature of the measure.

		5.36. Privilege of the Floor.  The privilege of the floor shall not be granted, for any purpose, to persons other than officers of the City or their duly authorized representatives.  This rule shall not be suspended except by unanimous consent of all ...



		6.  Legislative Organization

		6.1. Organization and Election of President.  At 12 noon on the eighth day of January in odd-numbered years next following their election, or at 10:00 a.m. on the following business day if the eighth of January falls on a Sunday, or holiday, the newly...

		6.1.1. Vacancy in the Office of the President of the Board.  If a vacancy in the office of the President of the Board occurs prior to the end of the term, the Board shall by a majority vote elect one of its members to fill the unexpired portion of the...



		6.2. Board Seniority.  The assignment to Board members of offices in City Hall, parking spaces at City Hall, seats in the Legislative Chamber, and the appointment of Board members to compensated commission positions, shall be determined by seniority. ...

		6.2.1. For members of the Board beginning service on the Board of Supervisors on January 8, 2001, Board members’ seniority, and at any time thereafter, whether elected or appointed, seniority shall be initially assumed determined by those having the l...



		6.3. Board Vacancies.  As vacancies occur in Supervisor’s Chamber seats, offices, and parking spaces, their availability shall be on the basis of seniority.  A Supervisor shall not be involuntarily displaced while holding office.  A Supervisor may be ...

		6.4. Board Representatives.  The President shall represent the Board at functions within and outside the City, subject to fiscal provisions of the Charter, and may designate representatives of the Board authorized to attend meetings and conventions of...

		6.5. Outside Boards and Commissions.  Each Supervisor is restricted to serving on no more than two outside boards or commissions which remunerate service unless every Supervisor has been polled in order of seniority and declined to serve.  Before a Su...

		6.6. Legislative Chamber.  The Legislative Chamber shall be under the supervision and control of the President of the Board whether the Board is in session or not.  Except provided in this rule, it shall be used solely by the Board and its standing or...

		6.7. Subpoenas. Whenever the subpoena power of the Board is to be exercised in an inquiry conducted pursuant to the provisions of the Charter, the subpoena shall be issued upon a motion duly seconded, with an affirmative vote of a majority of the Supe...

		6.7.1. Administration of Oaths. The Clerk shall administer an oath to any person testifying before the Board pursuant to a subpoena issued under Rule 6.7, excluding City employees testifying in their official capacity and persons testifying during pub...



		6.8. Process for Review and Approval of Board of Supervisors/Clerk of the Board’s Annual Budget Prior to Submission to the Mayor.   The Board shall refer to the appropriate Board committee a public hearing for discussion of budget balancing guidelines...

		6.9. Timeline for Review and Adoption of the Draft Budget.  The Clerk of the Board shall propose a timeline for an additional committee hearing(s) for review and adoption of the proposed fiscal year budget prior to its submission to the Mayor.  This h...

		6.10. Economic Impact Legislation Guidelines.  The following items do not require a report by the Office of Economic Analysis: for the Board’s purposes in conducting meetings and considering and potentially adopting legislation: commendations; proclam...

		6.11. Honors.  The Board shall issue honors in the following categories:

		6.11.1. Engrossed Resolutions.  Such resolutions shall be prepared for Supervisors leaving office; department heads leaving City service after at least 10 years of service with the City; and Mayors, members of Congress, and members of the State Legisl...

		6.11.2. Certificates of Honor.  Each member of the Board is authorized to issue Certificates of Honor on behalf of the Board without further Board action.  Supervisors may indicate their desire to join in sponsoring the certificate.  The primary spons...

		6.11.3. Letter of Commendation.  Each Supervisor is authorized to issue Letters of Commendation in the name of the Board without limit as to number.









From: regina sneed
To: sfbos@sfgov.org; Peskin, Aaron (BOS); Stefani, Catherine (BOS)
Cc: Calvillo, Angela (BOS); Young, Victor (BOS); Walton, Shamann (BOS); Dorsey, Matt (BOS); Safai, Ahsha (BOS)
Subject: Item 231020: limiting remote public comment
Date: Friday, October 13, 2023 10:30:03 PM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

Dear Supervisors:

I endorse the comments made by the Sunshine Taskforce to table this legislation until the City and its citizens can
develop a better solution than limiting public comment to persons with disabilities to the extent provided by law.  
What exactly is the standard access supposedly provided to disabled persons.  It is obviously too limited as there are
many other citizens who work, who care for children or others who now have access who would not under this
legislation.

Please do not limit public remote access based on one flash point anti Semitic incident when there are technology
solutions available that have not been explored or presented to the public and Board for consideration.

Sincerely

Regina Sneed
District Two
Sent from my iPad
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: lgpetty
To: Young, Victor (BOS)
Cc: Peskin, Aaron (BOS)
Subject: Keep Remote Public Comment /Oppose 231020/ Add to File and Distribute to Rules Committee Members
Date: Sunday, October 15, 2023 9:14:52 PM

 

Dear Supervisors Dorsey, Walton, Safai and Pres. Peskin,

I oppose Pres. Peskin's proposal to eliminate remote public comment at Supervisors’ Board
and Committee meetings. 

It would be a complete overreaction and an anti-democratic move, to end all general remote
call-ins in an attempt to stop occasional hate-filled calls.

 Such a ban would allow the haters to win. It would exclude genuinely civic-minded, issue-
concerned residents, including myself, from expressing their full First Amendment rights to
participate in government meetings where local life-affecting decisions are made.

I believe the solution lies in designating a staff person for each meeting to instantly cut off
abhorrent disruptors.

I have myself heard some callers-- I can recognize in the first 5 to 10 seconds that they are a
hate-caller-- being allowed to go on for a full minute or more, before they are cut off. In some
cases they’ve been allowed to rant uninterrupted for a full 2-minute period.

Please—set some rules and strongly enforce them:  no religious, racial, ethnic, sexual
orientation, gender, age, class, or cultural slurs, no name-calling or Supervisor name calling-
out; maybe no obscenities, no yelling. These are rules generally-accepted as reasonable. And
don’t give warnings during the comment-- that just allows the hater extra "air" time. 

As to imposing a pre-registration process on people with disabilities: that would be
discriminatory, as well as  unworkable. Consider that it is widely predicted that by the year
2030, seniors (half of whom have disabilities) and younger folks with disabilities will comprise
30 per cent of San Francisco's population. Declaring themselves publicly as disabled is to
mandate  prejudicial forced-self-labeling. And such a mandate would result in exclusion for
many.

The way forward is to continue allowing remote public comment... and issue a blanket
warning that spells out the rules at the beginning of each meeting. I believe this will work
quickly to eliminate the hater-trolls. These calls come in cycles. A firmly-enforced policy will
get the message out right away so that haters will move on to targeting another town that,

mailto:lgpetty@juno.com
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alas, doesn’t have, or enforce, clear rules.

Please don’t punish all remote participants. Remote call-in technology has enabled 20
th

century full democratic participation at local government meetings. It must not be reversed.

You would not, indeed you could not, ban all in-person public comment because of occasional
disruptors or haters. It is just as unthinkable to do it now for remote public comment.

Thanks for your consideration,

Lorraine Petty

Advocate for seniors and people with disabilities

D2 Resident and Voting Senior



13 October 2023
Chair of the Rules Committee, Supervisor Dorsey
Rules Committee Members, Supervisors Walton and Safai

Re: File #231020, "Amending the Rules of Order - Limiting Remote Public Comment
Opportunities”

Dear Rules Committee Chair Dorsey and Supervisors Walton and Safai:

The Race & Equity in all Planning Coalition of San Francisco (REP-SF) strongly condemns the
abusive, misogynistic, and anti-Semitic remarks directed at members of the Board of
Supervisors through remote public comment during public meetings of the Board. Hate speech,
in any form, is unacceptable. As a City, we must take a strong stand against allowing hate
speech in any public forum and implement the necessary steps to ensure safety to both our
elected officials and our communities, who have the right to voice their concerns and participate
in important discussions during public meetings.

While REP-SF shares concerns about hateful and discriminatory remarks shared during remote
public comment, we also have experienced that increased access has led to greater
participation from historically marginalized communities throughout the City. Remote public
comment has provided a critical opportunity for our communities to be involved and directly
participate in the decision-making around important policies and issues that impact our daily
lives. Allowing remote public comment promotes accessibility, equity, and the core values of a
participatory democracy. Many disabled people, seniors, and low-income and working-class
communities often are unable to travel to City Hall or cannot take time off from their day jobs to
provide in-person public comment. Remote public comment allows our most vulnerable
communities to have the same access to our decision-makers as those who have the time and
ability to attend meetings in-person.

Therefore, we urge the Rules Committee to explore and implement solutions that screen out
disruptors while retaining remote public comment to allow our communities access to these
important discussions at the Board.

REP-SF recommends exploring the following solutions:
● Develop a system to register and submit caller information and phone numbers prior to

public meetings, and maintain this registration list for future public meetings. Only people
who have previously registered their numbers with the Clerk of the Board would be
allowed to call in for remote public comment.

https://sfgov.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6367513&GUID=4AEEC1E1-4898-4576-BD5C-9D25C6FD1C9D


● Designate City staff members to immediately cut off members of the public who share
hateful or discriminatory remarks; and limit or deny their future access to remote public
comment (via the registration list).

● Implement a 1 minute delay on streaming to ensure ample time to cut out speech from
disruptors.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeantelle Laberinto
on behalf of the Race & Equity in all Planning Coalition, San Francisco



Patrick Monette-Shaw 
975 Sutter Street, Apt. 6 

San Francisco, CA  94109 

Phone:  (415) 292-6969   •   e-mail:  pmonette-shaw@eartlink.net 

October 17, 2023 

San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
The Honorable Aaron Peskin, Board President  The Honorable Matt Dorsey, Supervisor, District 6 

The Honorable Connie Chan, Supervisor, District 1  The Honorable Myrna Melgar, Supervisor, District 7 

The Honorable Catherine Stefani, Supervisor, District 2 The Honorable Rafael Mandelman, Supervisor, District 8 

The Honorable Joel Engardio, Supervisor, District 4  The Honorable Hillary Ronen, Supervisor, District 9 

The Honorable Dean Preston, Supervisor, District 5 The Honorable Ahsha Safai, Supervisor, District 11 

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 

San Francisco, CA  94102 

Agenda Item #46, Board File 231020: Opposition to Amending the Rules of Order — 

Limiting Remote Public Comment Opportunities 

Dear Board President Peskin, and Members of the Board of Supervisors, 

This is expressly NOT to be misconstrued a quid pro quo threat.  Instead it’s a simple statement of my intent.  A promise of 

simple math. 

To the extent the Motion to eliminate remote public comment passes by the Board of Supervisors on Tuesday, October 17 

depriving non-disabled San Franciscans from being able to utilize remote call-in public comment, and making in more 

cumbersome on disabled citizens, I will have to seriously consider stopping making more political campaign contributions 

for the foreseeable future.  You take away my and our rights.  I’ll take away making campaign contributions.  After all, I’m 

sure my heirs might prefer that when I die I leave them a higher balance in my checking account.  Here’s a recap of my 

campaign donations since the 2019 – 2022 election cycles: 

Election Cycle Candidate Amount
Running

Total

2020 Joe Biden 2020 Victory Fund (U.S. President) 200$  
2019 – 2020 Mayor Pete for U.S. President 725$  

U.S. President Contributions 925$  925$

2019 – 2020 Jaime Harrison for U.S. Senate 2,000$   
2020 – 2022 Reverend Raphael Warnock for U.S. Senate 750$  
2020 – 2022 Mandela Barnes (Wisconsin) for U.S. Senate 750$  
2019 – 2020 Amy McGrath for U.S. Senate 2,600$   
2022 Katie Porter for U.S. Senate 1,000$   

U.S. Senate Contributions 7,100$   7,100$  

2020 Katie Porter for U.S. Congress 2020 1,000$   
2022 Katie Porter for U.S. Congress 1,500$   
2022 Adam Schiff for Congress 2022 500$  
2020 Eric Swalwell for Congress — 2020 200$  
2022 Eric Swalwell for Congress — 2022 500$  

U.S. Congress Contributions 3,700$   3,700$  

2021 – 2022 David Campos for Assembly 1,000$   

California Assembly Contributions 1,000$   1,000$  

2019 – 2020 Dean Preston for Supervisor 2019 200$  
2020 John Avalos for Supervisor 2020 251$  
2020 Aaron Peskin for Supervisor 2020 251$  
2022 Gordon Mar for Board of Supes 2022 500$  
2023 Connie Chan for Board of Supes 2024 100$  

San Francisco Board of Supervisors Contributions 1,302$   1,302$  

Total: 14,027$  

Patrick Monette-Shaw Political Campaign Contributions

mailto:pmonette-shaw@eartlink.net


October 17, 2023 

Opposition to Amending the Rules of Order — Limiting Remote Public Comment Opportunities 

Page 2 

As a retiree on a limited income, I felt compelled to participate in our Democracy, knowing I’m fortunate to be able to 

afford making campaign donations. 

But if this Board of Supervisors prefers to gut our Democracy and restrict my and others’ ability to participate in it without 

having to go through the hassle of seeking and obtaining “reasonable accommodation” as a disabled person to participate 

remotely in our Democracy, then I have to conclude you really aren’t interested in what we have to say, you’re only 

interested in our campaign contributions.  So why then should I be interested in making campaign donations in the face of 

your hubris? 

That includes Joe Biden’s reelection campaign, and Katie Porter’s run for the U.S. Senate, along with upcoming Board of 

Supervisor elections. 

I may just go to my “Plan B.” 

The Board already has the ability to cut off the microphone of public speakers attending in person.  And there’s already a 

substantial built-in delay broadcasting meetings on SFGOV-TV and over Web-ex. 

A total of 34 remote public speakers offered public comments by phone during the Rules Committee rushed hearing on 

Monday, October 16 regarding Supervisor Peskin’s Motion before you on Tuesday.  All 34 spoke eloquently opposing the 

Motion to eliminate remote public comment — however temporarily.  Not one speaker today supported eliminating remote 

public comment was justified to curb hate speech. 

Supervisor Peskin’s Motion before you today to now eliminate taking remote public comment at Board of Supervisors 

meetings flies in the face of the recommendations Ms. Jennifer Johnston developed back in February when the Board of 

Supervisors agreed to adop.  Pekin’s Motion before you today was introduced on September 26, 2023 and here we are three 

weeks later with his Motion being rushed through the Rules Committee without any substantial time for members of the public to 

weigh in on the wisdom of eliminating remote public comment.  The claim $10 million is needed for broadcast delay is nuts. 

San Francisco voters have NOT ceded to the Board of Supervisors the authority to so restrict our public voices at your whim, or 

your annoyance with serial public comment violators, or at your pleasure.  That’s NOT why we elected you, and we retain the 

right to provide public comment on what our City government is doing on our behalf. 

Importantly, Peskin’s proposed Motion does NOT describe how members of the public are to go about requesting to use remote 

public comment, and there are no details on how far in advance a member of the public would have to place such a request for a 

reasonable accommodation, particularly given that the San Francisco’s Sunshine Ordinance requires policy bodies to post their 

meeting agendas only 72 hours in advance.   

How would a member of the public even be able to request and secure special “reasonable accommodation” permission and 

approval within a 72-hour period, particularly over a weekend? 

This Motion would essentially rob all San Franciscans of their ability to provide remote public comment and force us into 

attending Board meetings in person — a daunting two- to three-hour jaunt to City Hall just to gain a paltry one- or two-minute 

opportunity to speak at a microphone, in person.  Whether for disabled people, or able-bodied citizens, this poses an excessive 

time burden in order to participate in our experiment in Democracy! 

The full Board of Supervisors need to reject the Recommendation rushed through the Rules Committee today.  You should 

reject Peskin’s anti-democratic mealy-mouthed “fix” by rejecting it completely. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patrick Monette-Shaw  

Columnist,  
Westside Observer Newspaper 
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cc: Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

Alisa Somera, Legislative Deputy Director to the Clerk of the Board 
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