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From: Diana Flores
To: Angulo, Sunny (BOS); gfujioka; Major, Erica (BOS); Peskin, Aaron (BOS); Safai, Ahsha (BOS); Preston, Dean

(BOS)
Cc: Diana Alonzo; Pratibha Tekkey; Sara Shortt; DPH-jessica; Freddy Martin; Juan Garcia; Matthias Mormino
Subject: RE: Community statement in support of renewal of Emergency SRO Safety Ordinance (Item 1)
Date: Monday, August 17, 2020 2:11:59 PM

Thank you for moving this forward. We are experiencing some challenges in being able to offer
public comment.
 
Diana R. Flores
Director of Community Engagement and Organizing Programs
Dolores Street Community Services
938 Valencia Street, San Francisco, CA 94110
T: (415)282-6209 ext 154| F: (415)282-2826
 

From: Angulo, Sunny (BOS)
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 2:10 PM
To: gfujioka; Major, Erica (BOS); Peskin, Aaron (BOS); Safai, Ahsha (BOS); Preston, Dean (BOS)
Cc: Diana Flores; Diana Alonzo; Pratibha Tekkey; Sara Shortt; DPH-jessica; Freddy Martin; Juan
Garcia; Matthias Mormino
Subject: RE: Community statement in support of renewal of Emergency SRO Safety Ordinance (Item
1)
 
Thank you, Gen.
 
 

From: Gen Fujioka <gfujioka@chinatowncdc.org> 
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2020 1:31 PM
To: Major, Erica (BOS) <erica.major@sfgov.org>; Peskin, Aaron (BOS) <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>;
Safai, Ahsha (BOS) <ahsha.safai@sfgov.org>; Preston, Dean (BOS) <dean.preston@sfgov.org>
Cc: Diana Flores <dflores@dscs.org>; Diana Alonzo <dalonzo@dscs.org>; Pratibha Tekkey
<pratibha@thclinic.org>; Sara Shortt <sshortt@chp-sf.org>; DPH-jessica <jessica@sdaction.org>;
Freddy Martin <freddy@sdaction.org>; Juan Garcia <juan.garcia@chinatowncdc.org>; Matthias
Mormino <matthias.mormino@chinatowncdc.org>; Angulo, Sunny (BOS) <sunny.angulo@sfgov.org>
Subject: Community statement in support of renewal of Emergency SRO Safety Ordinance (Item 1)
 

 

Dear Chair Peskin and Supervisors Safai and Preston: 
 
We thank the Chair and the Committee for considering a renewal of the emergency order
regarding SROs.    
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We are appreciative of the efforts of DPH staff to implement certain elements of the original
order.  However, we are concerned to learn that the Department is requesting an amendment
to water down a key component of the legislation.  The existing order requires that buildings
with a test positive resident be provided with building wide testing.  The Department instead
seeks to only offer building wide testing when the agency determines it is appropriate --
eliminating any deadlines or specific criteria.  
 
What is especially troubling about this proposal is that DPH has until now ignored the
ordinance's other core requirement that they provide to the public daily updated data on SRO
cases and deaths.  Updated data reporting is essential to enable our communities to respond
to test results and protect vulnerable residents.  Instead, we not seen any aggregate data on
SRO cases until last week.   
 
This past Thursday, after more than two months after the order came into effect, the
department presented data that there have been 538 test positive cases in SROs in 121
buildings and there have been 5 deaths (3 in the TL, 1 in Chinatown, and 1 in SOMA).   This
report shows substantial change since the data presented at this committee in May reporting
144 cases in 52 buildings and one death.   
 
This belated new data makes clear: SRO cases are increasing and the infections are putting
more lives at risk. 
 
The new data also shows that the emergency ordinance has begun to serve its purpose of
enhanced testing in SROs.   Pursuant to the mandate of the ordinance the department's staff
conducted site focused tests at 18 SRO buildings.  Of the 1156 SRO residents tested, a
stunning 23.5% tested positive.   In some of those tested buildings more than 40 residents
became infected.  Many of those who tested positive were essential workers in the service
sector or construction or who shared rooms with those workers. 
  
Given these results, the high concentration People of Color, seniors, persons with disabilities,
and very low income households living in SROs, and the widely predicted Fall surge in cases,
this is no time to scale back on testing.  
 
It is also essential that DPH fully and timely disclose all data and analysis about the expanding
infections in our City's SROs so we can do more to prevent more illnesses and deaths.   Our
communities cannot be full partners with the Department without more timely information
and data about the progression of this disease.    
 
The continuing rise in SRO cases underscores the urgent need for the City to do more to invest
in community based initiates to outreach to prevent COVID19 outbreaks in SROs.   DPH has
reported that it has encountered challenges in implementing expanded testing, contact
tracing, and moving infected residents to quarantine units.  At least some of those challenges



are understandable given the limitations of the agency's own language capacities, staffing
constraints, and resident fears.  While volunteer efforts particularly in the Mission and
recently in Chinatown have filled in some gaps we urge the Department to do more to sustain
and increase community capacity to address what we all recognize is still a long and difficult
road ahead. 
 
For all these reasons we urge the Board to renew and reinforce the urgency of compliance
with the SRO emergency order. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Central City SRO Collaborative 
Mission SRO Collaborative 
SRO Families United Collaborative 
Chinatown Community Development Center 
Community Housing Partnership 
Senior and Disability Action 
 

 



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Gen Fujioka
To: Major, Erica (BOS); Peskin, Aaron (BOS); Safai, Ahsha (BOS); Preston, Dean (BOS)
Cc: Diana Flores; Diana Alonzo; Pratibha Tekkey; Sara Shortt; DPH-jessica; Freddy Martin; Juan Garcia; Matthias

Mormino; Angulo, Sunny (BOS)
Subject: Community statement in support of renewal of Emergency SRO Safety Ordinance (Item 1)
Date: Monday, August 17, 2020 1:31:46 PM

 
Dear Chair Peskin and Supervisors Safai and Preston: 
 
We thank the Chair and the Committee for considering a renewal of the emergency order
regarding SROs.    
 
We are appreciative of the efforts of DPH staff to implement certain elements of the original
order.  However, we are concerned to learn that the Department is requesting an amendment to
water down a key component of the legislation.  The existing order requires that buildings
with a test positive resident be provided with building wide testing.  The Department instead
seeks to only offer building wide testing when the agency determines it is appropriate --
eliminating any deadlines or specific criteria.  
 
What is especially troubling about this proposal is that DPH has until now ignored the
ordinance's other core requirement that they provide to the public daily updated data on SRO
cases and deaths.  Updated data reporting is essential to enable our communities to respond to
test results and protect vulnerable residents.  Instead, we not seen any aggregate data on SRO
cases until last week.   
 
This past Thursday, after more than two months after the order came into effect, the
department presented data that there have been 538 test positive cases in SROs in 121
buildings and there have been 5 deaths (3 in the TL, 1 in Chinatown, and 1 in SOMA).   This
report shows substantial change since the data presented at this committee in May reporting
144 cases in 52 buildings and one death.   
 
This belated new data makes clear: SRO cases are increasing and the infections are putting
more lives at risk. 
 
The new data also shows that the emergency ordinance has begun to serve its purpose of
enhanced testing in SROs.   Pursuant to the mandate of the ordinance the department's staff
conducted site focused tests at 18 SRO buildings.  Of the 1156 SRO residents tested, a
stunning 23.5% tested positive.   In some of those tested buildings more than 40 residents
became infected.  Many of those who tested positive were essential workers in the service
sector or construction or who shared rooms with those workers. 
  
Given these results, the high concentration People of Color, seniors, persons with disabilities,
and very low income households living in SROs, and the widely predicted Fall surge in cases,
this is no time to scale back on testing.  

It is also essential that DPH fully and timely disclose all data and analysis about the expanding
infections in our City's SROs so we can do more to prevent more illnesses and deaths.   Our
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communities cannot be full partners with the Department without more timely information and
data about the progression of this disease.    
 
The continuing rise in SRO cases underscores the urgent need for the City to do more to invest
in community based initiates to outreach to prevent COVID19 outbreaks in SROs.   DPH has
reported that it has encountered challenges in implementing expanded testing, contact tracing,
and moving infected residents to quarantine units.  At least some of those challenges are
understandable given the limitations of the agency's own language capacities, staffing
constraints, and resident fears.  While volunteer efforts particularly in the Mission and recently
in Chinatown have filled in some gaps we urge the Department to do more to sustain and
increase community capacity to address what we all recognize is still a long and difficult road
ahead. 
 
For all these reasons we urge the Board to renew and reinforce the urgency of compliance with
the SRO emergency order. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Central City SRO Collaborative 
Mission SRO Collaborative 
SRO Families United Collaborative 
Chinatown Community Development Center 
Community Housing Partnership 
Senior and Disability Action 
 


