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‘ AMENDED IN COMMITTEE
11/17/2025
FILE NO. 250811 ORDINANCE NO. 259-25

[Building Code - Building Permit Expiration Timelines]

Ordinance amending the Building Code to revise the timing of expiration of certain
building permits and building permit applications; and affirming the Planning

Department’s determination under the California Environmental Quality Act.

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font.
Additions to Codes are in szngle una’erlme ltalzcs Times New Roman font.

Deletions to Codes are in
Board amendment additions are in double underhned Arial font.

Board amendment deletions are in
Asterisks (* * * *)indicate the omission of unchanged Code

subsections or parts of tables.

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:

Section 1. General Findings.

(a) The Planning Department has determined that the actions contemplated in this
ordinance comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (California Public Resources
Code Sections 21000 et seq.). Said determination is on file with the Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors in File No. 250811 and is incorporated herein by reference. The Board affirms
this determination.

(b) On October 16, 2025, the Building Inspection Commission considered this
ordinance at a duly noticed public hearing pursuant to Charter Section 4.121 and Building
Code Section 104A.2.11.1.1.

(c) No local findings are required under California Health and Safety Code Section
17958.7 because the amendments to the Building Code contained in this ordinance do not
regulate materials or manner of construction or repair_and therefore do not modify building
standards. Even if the amendments are considered modifications to building standards, the
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amendments to building permit expiration timelines are not new, local building standards

because they largely revert to or conform with the underlying provisions of the California
Building Code. All amendments are consistent with the intent of recently enacted Assembly

Bill 130, which is intended to prohibit local building standards applicable to residential units
that are more restrictive than the California Building Code, and are also permissible because
they would result in reductions in operating costs for the Department of Building Inspection.
(Health & Safety Code § 17958.5(c)(6)(D)).

Section 2. Chapter 1A of the Building Code, Section 106A is hereby amended by
revising Sections 106A.3.4, 106A.3.7, and 106A.4 .4, to read as follows:

106A.3.4 General Permit Procedures.

106A.3.4.2.3 Addenda to site permits. The site permit must be issued prior to
submittal of the first addendum. Plans for construction may be divided and submitted in
accordance with an addenda schedule submitted on the site permit drawings or on the first
addendum drawings. See Section 110A,~ Table 1A-B — Other Building Permit and Plan
Review Fees — for applicable fee.

The holder of such permit and addenda shall proceed with approved addenda work
at the permittee’s own risk, without assurance that approvals for the remaining addenda or for
the entire building or structure will be granted.

Each addendum must be approved and issued before work shown on that addendum
may commence. The time allowed for review, approval, and issuance of all addenda is
governed by the maximum time allowed undper Section 106A.4.4-and-Table-B—Meaximum—Time

wit. The extension times may be applied
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upon payment of a fee per Section 110A, Table 1A-J — Miscellaneous Fees. If all required
addenda are not approved and issued by the maximum time allowed, the site permit, all
previously approved addenda, and all remaining addenda shall be deemed to be canceled.
When a site permit has been canceled, an alteration work application shall be required to

resume processing. The provisions of Section 107A.3.3 shall apply to such alteration work

application.

* * * *

106A.3.7 Application expiration. The Building Official may hold in abeyance or reject
any application, plans, or specifications filed which in the Building Official's opinion, do not

provide the necessary information in a clear and concise manner as required in Section

106A.3.3._An application for a permit for any proposed work shall be deemed to have been
abandoned, and shall expire, 730 days after the date of filing if no permit has been issued,
except that the Building Official may grant one or more extensions of time for additional

periods not exceeding 180 days each. Such extension shall be requested in writing and shall
demonstrate justifiable cause for the extensionand-shallecancelsuch-an-application-365-days

Vel Timse Limitati E L
S+-B+to-SH-mittion 360 ecatendar-days 36b-calendar-days
Over Stmitlion 720 cetendar-days D2catendar deps
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Table-+tA-A—Building-PermitFees- In the event the application has not been approved and
issued within 60 days before the end of the stated time periods set forth in this Section 1064.3.7

in-Table-A, the Department shall notify the applicant that the application will be canceled in 60
days unless the application is extended. An application which exceeds the stated or extended
time period after such notice shall be deemed canceled without further action by the

Department.

EXCEPTIONS:
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—3- The above time limits shall be suspended whenever an application is returned to
the Planning Department for review due to a design change that the Building Code(s)

requires.

106A.4.4 Permit expiration. Every permit issued by the Building Official under the
provisions of this code, including any site permit or site permit addendumunless-an-extension-of-time
has-been-specificatly-approved-by-the Building-Official, shall be valid from the date of issuance,

provided that any permit shall expire and become null and void 3635 days from date of issuance if the

work authorized under any permit associated with the current scope of work has not been commenced;

or shall expire and become null and void whenever the Department determines that the work

authorized by any permit has been suspended, discontinued, or dbandoned for a continuous period of

365 days. e

or-when-any-of-the follewingeireumstances—is-applicable: For purposes of the expiration date for a site

permit under this Section 1064.4.4, submittal of a site permit addendum shall constitute commencement

or continuation of authorized work,

Expiration-ExeeptionsEXCEPTIONS:

13. The Building Official may approve oneAn extension of 180 daystime from the
stated periods-may-be-permittedfor-goodreason, provided such requests for an extension are

submitted to the Building Official in writing prior to the end of the time period and accompanied
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by payment of a fee. Unless-approved-by-+The Building Official+e-more-than-one may approve
additional extensions of time may-be-grantedif, in the judgment of the Building Official, the permit

holder demonstrates justifiable cause for such extension.

25. The Building Official may administratively authorize the processing of

applications involving compliance actions initiated by the Department, in a manner other than
set forth in this code, so as to effect said compliance most expeditiously; provided, however,
that due process is assured all applicants. In this regard, the Building Official may reduce the
time periods set forth in this section as they apply to a second application and permit required
by the Building Official to effect full compliance with this code and other applicable laws and
regulations if by doing so code compliance would be more expeditiously accomplished.

3 EXCEPTION- In order to avoid repetitive filings and processing of applications
to effect code compliance, the Building Official is hereby authorized to establish alternate
procedures and extensions of time from cancellation pursuant to Section 41064-1064.4.1 and
from expiration pursuant to this section; provided, however, that the Building Official, in
establishing alternate procedures and extension of time, shall proceed as expeditiously as
possible toward abatement of the violations.

When a permit is issued but delayed due to actions before the Board of Appeals or

other City agencies, or cases in any court of competent jurisdiction, or is under review by a
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State or regional regulatory body, the time allowable shall be computed from the date of the

final action of the agency or court of jurisdiction.

Section 3. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 180 days after

enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the
ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board

of Supervisors overrides the Mayor’s veto of the ordinance.

Section 4. Scope of Ordinance. In enacting this ordinance, the Board of Supervisors
intends to amend only those words, phrases, paragraphs, subsections, sections, articles,
numbers, punctuation marks, charts, diagrams, or any other constituent parts of the Municipal

Code that are explicitly shown in this ordinance as additions, deletions, Board amendment
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additions, and Board amendment deletions in accordance with the “Note” that appears under

the official title of the ordinance.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DAVID CHIU, City Attorney

By: /s/ Peter Miljanich
PETER MILJANICH
Deputy City Attorney

4899-8374-6170, v. 1

Supervisors Mahmood; Dorsey
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Page 8




City and County of San Francisco City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

Tails San Francisco, CA 94102-4689

Ordinance

File Number: 250811 Date Passed: December 16, 2025

Ordinance amending the Building Code to revise the timing of expiration of certain building permits and
building permit applications; and affirming the Planning Department's determination under the California
Environmental Quality Act.

November 17, 2025 Land Use and Transportation Committee - AMENDED, AN AMENDMENT
OF THE WHOLE BEARING SAME TITLE

November 17, 2025 Land Use and Transportation Committee - CONTINUED AS AMENDED
December 01, 2025 Land Use and Transportation Committee - RECOMMENDED

December 09, 2025 Board of Supervisors - PASSED ON FIRST READING
Ayes: 6 - Dorsey, Mahmood, Mandelman, Melgar, Sauter and Sherrill
Noes: 4 - Chan, Chen, Fielder and Walton
Excused: 1 - Wong

December 16, 2025 Board of Supervisors - FINALLY PASSED
Ayes: 7 - Dorsey, Mahmood, Mandelman, Melgar, Sauter, Sherrill and Wong
Noes: 4 - Chan, Chen, Fielder and Walton

City and County of San Francisco Puge 1 Printed at 12:17 pm on 12/17/25



File No. 250811 | hereby certify that the foregoing
Ordinance was FINALLY PASSED on
12/16/2025 by the Board of Supervisors of
the City and County of San Francisco.

Clerk of the Board
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Daniel Lurie Date Approved
Mayor
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