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Priorities

Posted By Aaron Bialick On February 20, 2013 @ 4:26 pm In Bicycle Safety,Board of
Supervisors,London Breed,Muni,Norman Yee,Pedestrian Safety | 29 Comments

District 5, and Norman Yee, representing District 7, both inaugurated last month after

London Breed

London Breed. Photo: Nathan Codd, Local Addition

[2]

District 5 is undergoing some major transportation improvements, including bike/ped

Representing neighborhoods like the Western Addition, Japantown, the upper and lower

have to do more, because we have more people walking, more people using public

using these modes of transportation.”

from a larger scale. We can‘t just piecemeal it together.”

unfunded $20 million plan to redesign Masonic Avenue ! for better walking, biking, and

http://sf.streetsblog.org/2013/02/20/supervisors-london-breed-and-norman-yee-talk-transp...

SuperVIsors London Breed and Norman Yee Talk Transportation

San Francisco has two new faces on the Board of Supervisors: London Breed, representing
winning election in November. At a meeting of the Inner Sunset Park Neighbors last week,

Streetsblog asked the two San Francisco natives to talk about their priorities for improving
streets and transportation, both in the neighborhoods they represent and throughout the city.

upgrades on the Wiggle 131 _ one of the city’s most heavily-cycled routes for commuters in
the western neighborhoods — and planned improvements on the N-Judah, Muni’s busiest line,

Haight, North of Panandle, the Inner Sunset, and Cole Valley, Supervisor Breed emphasized
the long view of how transportation planning can accommodate a growing population. “We

transportation, more people riding bicycles, and the projections in the next 10 to 15 years are -
really high,” Breed said. “We're going to have more people in San Francisco, and more people

“As supervisor, my goal is to look at data, to look at what’s happening, to look at ways in
which we can improve the ability for people to get around,” she added. “We have to look at lt

Breed noted the challenges of procuring funding for transportation improvements like the
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transit. “Unfortunately, it's not an overnight solution, because the costs associated with
making those changes are expensive,” she said.

Breed didn't go into other specifics on pedestrian and bicycle safety at the meeting, but the
“Transportation” page * on her campaign website says she supports the SF Bicycle
Coalition’s "Connecting the City” vision 18] for a network of protected bikeways, and
specifically endorses the Fell and Oak bike and pedestrian improvements underway:

As a kid, my friends and I used to roller skate the Wiggle long before we even
knew it was 'The Wiggle.’ I think the Wiggle should be an economic gateway and
a shining example of what bike transit can be.

On pedestrian safety, her site says:

I think our neighborhoods are often best experienced on foot. We need better-lit -
crosswalks, particularly at uncontrolled and statistically-dangerous intersections.

In a discussion at the Inner Sunset Park Neighbors meeting, Breed said improving service on
the N-Judah is something she wants “to really focus hard on.” Though she welcomed the near
-term improvements ! planned for the N as part of the Transit Effectiveness Project, she
stressed in particular the need to put more light-rail vehicles into service to increase
passenger capacity. Muni is often short on LRVs — some are out of service while awaiting
repairs [8], but Breed said she looks forward to the agency’s plans to purchase new LRVs in
the next few years.

On her website, Breed also touches on parking issues, including a call to expand SFPark:

With any infrastructure projects, we have to ensure sufficient parking is
maintained for residents and businesses in the neighborhood. We should also fix
the so-called ‘parking donuts,” areas without residency restrictions that are
surrounded by areas with restrictions.

Norman Yee

[9]

Norman Yee. Photo via Facebook 9
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Supervisor Yee's first action on the board was to call for a hearing on the status of pedestrian

safety [111in the District 7 neighborhoods he represents, which include West Portal, Parkside,
Ingleside Terrace, Sunnyside, Parkmerced, Forest Hill, and part of the Inner Sunset.

At the hearing, expected to take place on March 21, Yee said staff from the SF Municipal
Transportation Agency will get him caught up to speed on planned pedestrian safety projects
in his district — one of the city’s most suburban in character — and the status of the SFMTA'’s

Draft Pedestrian Strategy [*2). “I thought, because we have so many plans, that we must
have a pedestrian safety plan for the city, and I kept on asking, and they said, no, there’s no
plan,” Yee said at last week’s Inner Sunset meeting.

Yee, who says he’s been hit by a car, scoffed at calls to crack down on pedestrian behavior.
“Sometimes you can be careful and still get hit,” he said. Efforts to improve pedestrian
safety, he said, should be focused on improving “the environment that was built that creates
unsafe conditions.” ,

Overall, Yee summed up his views on improving transportation like this: “For me it’s not
about cars vs, bikes, or pedestrians vs. cars, or Muni vs. cars. It's, how do you balance
everything in the best way you can? ... A lot of times, people only want their system to be the
priority, and nothing else, but I'm sorry — public transportation needs to be improved,
private vehicles need to be able to move freely, bikes should be able to go from one place to
another without getting crushed... and, of course, pedestrian safety — if you want to walk,
how do you make it safer?”

When prompted to review his transportation priorities beyond pedestrian safety, the first
issue Yee touched on was educating bicycle riders. According to Yee, the behavior of people
on bikes is a top concern for street safety, though the data shows that, by far, the biggest
danger comes from motor vehicles 3!, About 96 percent of the approximately 800
pedestrians injured each year are hit by car drivers. But of the 36 pedestrians killed in 2011
and 2012, Yee focused on the two headline-grabbing " cases involving bicycie riders — the
only such cases known in San Francisco’s recent history.

Yee made note of the recent death of Diana Sullivan [15], a woman run over and killed on her
bike at Third and King Streets by a cement truck driver. “I [originally] thought the truck was
backing up, and I found out the truck was moving forward when he crushed her because he

didn't see her. It's ridiculous.”

On improving bicycling infrastructure, Yee said, “If you're from the Bike Coalition, and they
want to talk to me about something, we'll talk and see how to fix it.” He said bike routes in
his district needed to be improved, particularly to connect commuters to SF State University
and City College’s main campus. While bike projects so far have emphasized improvements
to east-west connections, he said, “If you really want to encourage more people, you need to
look at the north-south routes... a lot of people come from the Sunset, from the Richmond,
and we’re not creating any routes for them.”

On improving Muni, Yee had this to say: "I have my Clipper card. I take public transportation
also. If I had to do everything over in San Francisco, and I were the one making decisions, I
would put 80 percent of our public transportation underground. And if I could find funding to
put more underground... then great, but it takes a lot of money.”

Article printed from Streetsblog San Francisco: http://sf.streetsblog.org

URL to article: http://sf.streetsblog.org/2013/02/20/supervisors-london-breed-and-
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URLs in this post:

[1] Image: http://sf.streetsblog.org/wp-content/upIoads]2013/02/London.jpg

[2] Nathan Codd, Local Addition: http://localaddition.com/2012/05/01/london-breed-
next-district-5-supervisor/

http://sf.streetsblog.org/2013/02/20/ supervisors-london-breed-and-norman-yee-talk-transp...  4/12/2013



Streetsblog San Francisco » Supervisors London Breed and Norman Yee Talk Transportat...

I

[3] upgrades on the Wiggle: http://sf.streetsblog.org/2012/10/17 /sfmta-board-
approves-fell-and-oak-bikeways-work-to-begin-this-month/

[4] plan to redesign Masonic Avenue: http://sf.streetsblog. org/2012/09/19/plan-for-a-
safer-masonic-gets-final-approval-from-sfmta-board/

[5] the “Transportation” page: http://londonforsupervisor.com/?page_id=244

[6] "Connecting the City” vision: http://sf.streetsblog.org/2011/01/19/connecting-the-
city-sets-a-clear-vision-for-bicycling-in-san-francisco/

[7] near-term improvements:
http://www.sfexaminer.com/local/transportation/2013/02/muni-s-n-judah-line-get-
much-needed-improvements

[8] awaiting repairs: http://sf.streetsblog.org/2009/09/14/mta-to- begln repairing-
fleet-of-damaged-Irvs/

[9] Image: http://sf.streetsblog.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/norman.jpg

[10] Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/normanyee415

[11] to call for a hearing on the status of pedestrian safety:
http://sf.streetsblog.org/2013/01/16/d7-supervisor-norman-yees-first-order-of-
business-pedestrian-safety/

[12] Draft Pedestrian Strategy: http://sf.streetsblog. org/2013/01/31/sfs pedestrian-
strategy-a-smart-but-unfunded-vision-for-safer-streets/

[13] the biggest danger comes from motor vehicles:

http:/ /sf.streetsblog.org/2012/04 /09 /advocates-despite-bike-ped-death-cars-still-
greatest-danger-to-peds/

[14] headline-grabbing: http://sf.streetsblog.org/2012/03/30/sf-medias-double-
standard-on-traffic-crashes-rears-its-head-again/

[15] Diana Sullivan: http://sf.streetsblog.org/2013/02/11/diane-sullivan-48-killed-on-
bike-by-cement-truck-driver-at-third-and-king/

http://sf.streetsblog.org/2013/02/20/ supervisors-london-breed-and-norman-yee-talk-transp...

Copyright © 2008 Streetsblog. All rights reserved.

Page 4 of 4

4/12/2013



City Hall
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco 94102-4689
Tel. No. 554-5184
Fax No. 554-5163
TDD/TTY No. 554-5227

BOARD of SUPERVISORS

MEMORANDUM

TO: Ed Reiskin, Director, Municipal Transportation Agency
Barbara Garcia, Director, Department of Public Health
Chief Greg Suhr, Police Department
Jose Luis Moscovich, Executive Director, Transportation Authority

FROM: Alisa Miller, Clerk, Land Use and Economic Development Committee
Board of Supervisors

DATE: February 20, 2013

SUBJECT: HEARING MATTER INTRODUCED

The Board of Supervisors’ Land Use and Economic Development Committee has
. received the following hearing request, introduced by Supervisor Kim on February 12,
2013:

File No. 130156

Hearing to review the goals, funding, and implementation of the Mayor's
Pedestrian Safety Strategy and Action Plan, with presentations from the Mayor's
Pedestrian Safety Task Force (co-chaired by the Municipal Transportation
Agency and the Department of Public Health), and additional input requested
from the County Transportation Authority and the Police Department.

The hearing request indicates your department will be providing a presentation or
additional input regarding the matter. No hearing date has yet been scheduled.

If you would like to submit reports or comments prior to the hearing, please forward
them to me at the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr Carlton B. Goodlett
Place, San Francisco, CA 94102.

C Kate Breen, Municipal Transportation Agency
Janet Martinsen, Municipal Transportation Agency
Christine Fountain, Police Department
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"Introduction Form

By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor

Time stamp

"I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): or meeting date
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. Call File No.

For reference to Committee;:

An ordinance, resolution, motion, or charter amendment.

. Request for letter beginning "Supervisor

. City Attorney request.

. Substitute Legislation File No.
9.

. Request for next printed agenda without reference to Committee.

. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee:(Land Use

inquires"

from Committee.

. Budget Analyst request (attach written motion).

Request for Closed Session (attach written motion).

Board to Sit as A Committee of the Whole.

11. Question(s) submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following:
[l Small Business Commission

[ Youth Commission {71 Ethics Commission

[ ] Planning Commission [1 Building Inspection Commission

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use a different form.

Sponsor(s):

Supervisor Jane Kim; Supervisors Norman Yee,

Subject:

Hearing on the Mayor's Pedestrian Safety Strategy and Action Plan

The text is listed below or attached:

) 'A' hearing request on the goals, funding and implementation of the Mayor's Pedestrian Safety Strategy and Action

Plan, with presentations from the Mayor's Pedestrian Safety Task Force (co-chaired by the SFMTA and the

Department of Public Health.) Additional input requested from the San Francisco County Transportation Authority

and the San I'rancisco Police Department.
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