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[Amending Street Encroachment Permit Terms - Maiden Lane] 
 
 

Resolution amending the street encroachment permit terms for Maiden Lane regarding 

the designated permittee and permissible activities; amending and rescinding the 

Board of Supervisors’ authorization for the street closure of Maiden Lane between 

Stockton and Kearny Streets and urging the San Francisco Municipal Transportation 

Agency Board of Directors to modify the street closure hours for such streets; and 

authorizing the Public Works Director to finalize a modified street encroachment permit 

for Maiden Lane. 

 

WHEREAS, Since 1953, the City and County of San Francisco has partnered with the 

Maiden Lane Association and its successor, the Union Square Association, to create a 

promenade on Maiden Lane between Stockton and Kearny Streets for the enjoyment of 

residents and visitors and to stimulate business activity in the area; and 

WHEREAS, The promenade was created through the closure of Maiden Lane to 

vehicular traffic and the placement and removal of tables and chairs on certain days and 

hours pursuant to Board of Supervisors Resolutions that have been periodically updated to 

adapt to changed conditions and community needs, and pursuant to a Street Encroachment 

Permit and associated Street Encroachment Agreement, dated January 8, 1974 (the “Street 

Encroachment Permit”); and 

WHEREAS, The Maiden Lane Association merged with the Union Square Association 

in 1998; and 

WHEREAS, In 2005, the Board of Supervisors by Resolution No. 80-05 changed the 

Street Encroachment Permit permittee from the Maiden Lane Association to the Union Square 

Association; and 
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WHEREAS, Resolution No. 80-05 and the abovementioned Street Encroachment 

Permit are on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File No. 041759 and 

incorporated herein by reference; and   

WHEREAS, The Union Square Association was dissolved in 2010, and its programs 

and assets were merged into the Union Square Business Improvement District, also known as 

the Union Square Alliance; and 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to the Charter, Section 8A.102, the San Francisco Municipal 

Transportation Agency (“MTA”) now has the authority to approve street closures in San 

Francisco for various purposes, including longer-term or permanent changes; and 

WHEREAS, The Board of Supervisors acknowledges the MTA’s authority over the 

days and hours of street closure to vehicular traffic for Maiden Lane and urges the MTA Board 

of Directors to take action to modify the current hours of closure consistent with the request of 

the Union Square Alliance; and 

WHEREAS, The Board of Supervisors desires to modify the revocable permission 

granted under the Street Encroachment Permit for Maiden Lane to designate the Union 

Square Alliance as the new permittee; and 

WHEREAS, The Board intends that the scope of activation authorized under the Street 

Encroachment Permit during the hours of closure include: the responsibility to open and close 

the gates at the intersections along Maiden Lane; the requirement to post signs on the gates 

with the hours of closure; and the ability to place and remove the café table and chairs and 

other temporary physical elements and amenities; and  

WHEREAS, The Board also intends to authorize the following range of activities to the 

extent permissible under the Municipal Code and subject to the Permittee’s need to obtain 

any other required City permits for the activities or encroachments:   
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(1)  Mobile Food Facilities, as defined in the Public Works Code, on Maiden 

Lane or in close proximity to its intersections with adjacent streets;  

(2)  Tables and chairs; 

(3)  String lights; and 

(4)  Temporary improvements related to activation, including but not limited to:   

A.  Canopies and event tents; 

B.  A stage; 

C.  DJ equipment; 

D.  Moveable planters; 

E.  Sports equipment; 

F.  Artificial turf; and 

G. Dance and event flooring; and 

WHEREAS, The Board intends to delegate authority to the Public Works Director to 

finalize the terms of the modified Street Encroachment Permit and the associated Street 

Encroachment Agreement so that it is consistent with the terms and provisions of Public 

Works 2025 standard agreement, including its provisions on notification, monitoring, 

insurance, and indemnity, and to add reasonable conditions within the Director’s discretion, 

for the anticipated use of Maiden Lane by the Permittee and the public during the hours when 

Maiden Lane is closed to vehicular traffic; and 

WHEREAS, In furtherance of the Board’s delegated authority to modify the Street 

Encroachment Permit, the Public Works Director shall consult with all affected City 

departments, including the MTA, Fire Department, and City Attorney’s Office, prior to 

approving and issuing the modified Permit; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That, in recognition of the MTA’s Charter authority over street closures, 

the Board of Supervisors rescinds the provisions of Resolution No. 80-05 authorizing the days 
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and hours of street closure on Maiden Lane between Stockton and Kearny Streets and urges 

the MTA Board of Directors to modify the closure hours consistent with the request of the 

Union Square Alliance, which is: daily from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That this Resolution’s rescission of the hours for vehicular 

closure of Maiden Lane shall not be effective unless and until the MTA Board adopts new 

hours of vehicular closure; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors amends Resolution No. 80-05 

to designate the Union Square Alliance as the Permittee for the Maiden Lane Street 

Encroachment Permit; and, be it  

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors hereby delegates authority to 

the Public Works Director to finalize the terms of the modified Street Encroachment Permit 

and the associated Street Encroachment Agreement so that it is consistent with the terms and 

provisions of Public Works 2025 standard agreement, including its provisions on notification, 

monitoring, insurance, and indemnity, and to add reasonable conditions within the Director’s 

discretion, for the anticipated use of the Maiden Lane by Permittee and the public during the 

hours when Maiden Lane is closed to vehicular traffic; and, be it  

FURTHER RESOLVED, As part of the modified Street Encroachment Permit, the 

Board of Supervisors determines that the scope of activation authorized under the Street 

Encroachment Permit during the hours of closure shall include: the responsibility to open and 

close the gates at the intersections along Maiden Lane; the requirement to post signs on the 

gates with the hours of closure; the ability to place and remove the café table and chairs and 

other temporary physical elements and amenities; and the range of authorized activities 

described above to the extent permissible under the Municipal Code and subject to the 

Permittee’s need to obtain any other required City permits for the activities or encroachments; 

and, be it   
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FURTHER RESOLVED, As a condition of this delegated authority to modify the Street 

Encroachment Permit, the Board of Supervisors directs the Public Works Director to consult 

with all affected City departments, including the MTA, Fire Department, and City Attorney’s 

Office, prior to approving and issuing the modified Permit to ensure that the authorized 

activities are consistent with the Municipal Code and any applicable City regulations; and, be 

it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors further directs the Public Works 

Director to ensure completion of all steps that the Board generally requires as conditions 

precedent to finalizing and recording a street encroachment permit in accordance with Public 

Works Code, Sections 786 et seq., including the Permittee’s providing the City with proof of 

insurance, determining that no City facilities will be damaged by the encroachments, and 

finding that no City department shall incur any unreimbursed costs associated with the Street 

Encroachment Permit and its associated activities; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That to the extent any provision or part of Resolution  

No. 80-05 conflicts with this Resolution, that provision or part is hereby rescinded; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That within 30 days after the Street Encroachment Permit and 

Agreement for Maiden Lane are approved and issued, the Public Works Director shall submit 

a copy of the Permit and associated Agreement to the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors to be 

placed in the file for this Resolution. 
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Amended in Committee . 1/241 

RESOLUTION NO. 
-----------! 

[Amending conditions for Maiden Lane alley closure.] 

Resolution amending conditions for Maiden Lane alley closure by eliminating 

requirements for fourteen foot access lane and for posting a guard at entry gates; 

amending signage requirements at entry gates and hours of table service; and 

replacing references to the Maiden Lane Association with the Union Square 

Association. 

WHEREAS, the Maiden Lane Association has worked successfully with the City of San 

Francisco since 1953 in the closure of Maiden Lane to vehicular traffic to create a colorful and 

unique promenade for the enjoyment of San Francisco residents and visitors which has 

stimulated business in the adjoining downtown areas; and 

WHEREAS, the hours of street closure and other terms and conditions imposed by the 

City for the authorization of the street closure have been periodically updated by resolution of 

the Board of Supervisors to address ch_anged conditions and the needs of the community; and 

WHEREAS, the Maiden Lane Association merged with the Union Square Association 

in 1998; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That permission revocable at the will of the Board of Supervisors and 

automatically terminating upon failure to continue in force the insurance protection hereinafter 

referred to , is hereby granted to the Union Square Association to occupy Maiden Lane 

between Kearny and Stockton Streets for the purpose of placing and removing tables and 

chairs , under reasonable conditions within its discretion, for the convenient use of pedestrians 

during the hours when Maiden Lane is closed to vehicular traffic; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That all references to the "Maiden Lane Association" in 

Department of Public Works permits related to Maiden Lane between Stockton and Kearney 

Supervisor Peskin 
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Streets shall hereby be replaced by the "Union Square Association ," as the successor in 

interest to the Maiden Lane Association ; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That all other conditions of Resolution No. 1008-79 are hereby 

rescinded; 

PROVIDED HOWEVER, That this permission is conditional upon and shall only 

become effective when the following conditions are met: 

(a) That upon adoption of this Resolution , the permittee shall deliver to the 

Controller a certificate of insurance evidencing the policy required by said Agreement and the 

Controller shall have approved such certificate as complying with the requirements of said 

Agreement, and shal l deliver a new certificate of insurance annually evidencing the 

continuation of such policy of insurance; and 

(b) The permittee shall c~use to be recorded in the Office of the Assessor-Recorder 

of the City and County of San Francisco a copy of this Resolution and the Street 

Encroachment Agreement, dated January 8, 197 4, between the Maiden Lane Association and 

the Department of Public Works, a copy of which is file with the Clerk of the Board of 

Supervisors in File No. 0 L/ I 7 S 9- , and which is hereby declared to be a part of 

this Resolution as though fully set forth herein; and 

(c) That the permittee shall post a sign at the each gate used to close Maiden Lane 

to vehicular traffic notifying the public of the hours of street closure, which signs shall be 

provided by the San Francisco Department of Parking and Traffic, with all costs of producing 

the signs to be paid by the Union Square Association; and 
at 

(d) That no commercial service shall be provided at least five (5) tables , and that 

commercial services may be provided at the other tables , although use by pedestrians for 

Supervisor Peskin 
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their personal enjoyment, refreshment or relaxation shall not be interpreted as commercial 

service; and 

(e) 

(f) 

That the tables and chairs shall be promptly removed at 5:30 p.m.; and 

That permittee shall ensure that the following fire safety requirements are met at 

all times during street closure: 

(g) 

1. Permittee may not create any obstructions to the clear operation and proper use 

of any building fire escapes or building dry standpipes; and 

2. All dry standpipes must be properly marked, maintained and tested in 

accordance with San Francisco Fire Code; and 

3. Permittee may not affix any street furniture to the street or sidewalk; and 

4. Permittee may not create any obstructions to pedestrian traffic on sidewalks; 

and 

5. No portable propane heaters may be used at any time; and 

That the permittee shall keep the street clean to the satisfaction of the Director 

of Public Works; and 

(h) That the permittee shall assume all costs and no cost or obligation of any kind 

shall accrue to the City and County of San Francisco. 

Supervisor Peskin 
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M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 

TO: Julie Kirschbaum, Director, San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
Anne Taupier, Director, Office of Economic and Workforce Development 
Carla Short, Director, Public Works 
Dean Crispen, Fire Chief 
Brad Russi, Deputy City Attorney 

 
FROM: John Carroll, Assistant Clerk, Land Use and Transportation Committee 
 
DATE:  December 19, 2025 
 
SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

 
The Board of Supervisors’ Land Use and Transportation Committee has received the following 
proposed legislation, introduced by Supervisor Sauter on December 9, 2025. 
 

File No.  251232 
 

Resolution amending the street encroachment permit terms for Maiden Lane regarding the 
designated permittee and permissible activities; amending and rescinding the Board of 
Supervisors’ authorization for the street closure of Maiden Lane between Stockton and 
Kearny Streets and urging the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency Board of 
Directors to modify the street closure hours for such streets; and authorizing the Public 
Works Director to finalize a modified street encroachment permit for Maiden Lane. 

 
If you have comments or reports to be included with the file, please forward them to me at the 
Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 
94102 or by email at: john.carroll@sfgov.org. 
 
cc:  
Offices of Chair Melgar and Supervisor Sauter 
Janet Martinsen, San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
Joel Ramos, San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
Viktoriya Wise, San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
Alesandra Lozano, Office of Economic and Workforce Development 
David Steinberg, Public Works 
Ian Schneider, Public Works 
Theresa Ludwig, Fire Department 

mailto:john.carroll@sfgov.org


Introduction Form 
(by a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor) 

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): 

~ I .. 

□ 2. 

□ 3. 

□ 4. 

□ 5. 

□ 6. 

□ 7. 

□ 8. 

□ 9. 

□ 10. 

For reference to Committee (Ordinance, Resolution, Motion or Charter Amendment) 

Request for next printed agenda (For Adoption Without Committee Reference) 
(Routine, non-controversial and/or commendatory matters only) 

Request for Hearing on a subject matter at Committee 

Request for Letter beginning with "Supervisor 

City Attorney Request 

Call File No. from Committee. 

Budget and Legislative Analyst Request (attached written Motion) 

Substitute Legislation File No. 

Reactivate File No. 

Topic submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the Board on 

inquires . .. " 

The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following (please check all appropriate boxes): 

D Small Business Commission D Youth Commission D Ethics Commission 

D Planning Commission D Building Inspection Commission D Human Resources Department 

General Plan Referral sent to the Planning Department (proposed legislation subject to Charter 4.105 & Admin 2A.53): 

D Yes D No 

(Note : For Imperative Agenda items (a Resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Agenda Form.) 

Sponsor(s): 

lsauter 
Subject: 

[Amending Maiden Lane Street Encroachment Permit Terms] 

Long Title or text listed: 

Resolution amending the street encroachment permit terms for Maiden Lane regarding the designated permittee and 
permissible activities; amending and rescinding the Board of Supervisors' authorization for the street closure of Maiden 
Lane between Stockton and Kearny Streets and urging the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency Board of 
Directors to modify the street closure hours for such streets; and authorizing the Public Works Director to finalize a 
modified street encroachment permit for Maiden Lane. 

Signature of Sponsoring up~~ & 




