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[Purchase of Voting System and Preparation of a Backup Plan for Elections: Contracts for
Voting Equipment]

Ordinance amending the San Francisco Municipal Elections Code by adding Section

980 to Article IX relating to contracts for the purchase of voting systems and requiring

to require the Director of Elections to prepare a backup plan for elections whenever the

voting system intended to be used in the next election is pending certification from the

California Secretary of State and to require the Board of Supervisors to give great

consideration to whether the voting system has been certified by the California

Secretary of State.

Note: Additions are single-underline italics Times New Roman;
deletions are strikethrough italics Times lve',!,; Roman.
Board amendment additions are double underlined.
Board amendment deletions are strikethrough normal.

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:

Section 1. The San Francisco Municipal Elections Code is hereby amended by adding

Section 980 to read as follows:

SEC. 980 PURCHASE OF VOTING SYSTEM AND PREPARATION OF BACKUP

PLAN; CONTRACTS FOR VOTING EQUIPMENT.

The Director Department ofElections shall not enter into any contract for a voting system

unless such voting system is either certified by the California Secretary of State or the

contract includes a provision that the voting system 'Nill be certified prior to the election in

'Nhich that voting system \vill be used. In the event a voting system is pending certification by

the California Secretary of State, the Director of Elections shall prepare a backup plan-tRat for

any election for which the voting system that the Department of Elections intends to use in

compliance with the San Francisco Charter and state law at that election is pending
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certification from the California Secretary of State. This backup plan shall be included as part of

the written plan submitted to the Elections Commission pursuant to Section 13.103.5 ofthe Charter.

The backup plan shall include a plan to implement the "instant runoff' requirements set forth in

Section 13.102 of the Charter, if applicable, and shall comply with the San Francisco Charter

and state law and provide for alternate vote-counting methods and procedures, including but not

limited to the possibility ofentering into a contract with an alternate vendor, if available, that has a

certified ',,'oting system that could be used in the next election. In addition. when the event the

Board of Supervisors is considering the approval of a contract fora-voting equipment system,

it, the Board of Supervisors shall give great consideration to whether the voting system that

equipment complies at the time of signing the contract with the San Francisco Charter and

has gained all necessary certifications from the California Secretary of State. meets the

"instant runoff' requirements set forth in Section 13.102 of the Charter.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS J. HERRERA, CityAttorney

By: ~~~u~
Deputy CityAttorney
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