
Attention: Mr. Corey Teague. 

Please review* and respond to this referral within 30 days in accordance with the Subdivision Map Act.

(*In the course of review by City agencies, any discovered items of concern should be brought to the attention of Public Works for consideration.)

Sincerely,

_____________________________________
for, Bruce R. Storrs, P.L.S.
City and County Surveyor

The subject Tentative Map has been reviewed by the Planning Department and does comply with applicable
provisions of the Planning Code. On balance, the Tentative Map is consistent with the General Plan and the Priority Policies
of Planning Code Section 101.1 based on the attached findings. The subject referral is exempt from California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) environmental review as
categorically exempt Class_____, CEQA Determination Date______________, based on the attached checklist.

The subject Tentative Map has been reviewed by the Planning Department and does comply with applicable
provisions of the Planning Code subject to the attached conditions.

The subject Tentative Map has been reviewed by the Planning Department and does not comply with applicable
provisions of the Planning Code due to the following reason(s):

PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Date____________________Signed______________________________________

Planner's Name _______________________________ 
for, Corey Teague, Zoning Administrator
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Memo  

    DATE: September 18, 2013 

TO: San Francisco Planning Department  

FROM: Sarah Jones, Environmental Review Officer   

RE:  Processing Guidance: Not a project under CEQA 

PURPOSE
 

In evaluating the appropriate level of environmental review, the lead agency must first establish whether 

the proposed activity is considered a project under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

This memorandum lists permit activities, reviewed by the San Francisco Planning Department, that are 

not considered a project, as defined by CEQA Section 21065 and State CEQA Guidelines Section 15378. 

Therefore, they are not subject to CEQA review.  

CEQA defines a “project” as “an activity which may cause either a direct physical change in the 

environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment” and is 

undertaken, supported, or approved by a public agency. (Pub. Res. Code, § 21065.)  Approvals, including 

any Planning permits, for these activities should receive no further action under CEQA. 

The following activities have been deemed as “not a project” by the San Francisco Planning Department: 

Interior renovations of structures, where the interiors are not publicly accessible,  the renovations 
do not increase the density or intensity of use (i.e. no new units), and there are no exterior 
modifications; 

Exterior in-kind repair or replacement work on portions of an existing structure not visible from 
the public right-of-way involving no expansion of the structure  (i.e. in-kind repair or 
replacement of windows, stairs, fences, stucco, siding, roofing and decks); 

Interior renovations of publicly-accessible structures involving no change or expansion of use, 
where the interior of the structure is not historically significant and/or does not contribute to the 
building’s historic significance;  

Legalization of existing, occupied uses or units; 

Condominium conversions that: (1) involve no activity subject to a building permit or are limited 
to permitted work not considered a project; and (2) do not require a Planning Commission 
authorization. 

 

No exemptions shall be issued for any of the activities listed above. 
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