
 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Carroll, John (BOS)
To: miriam@neighborhoodbusiness.org
Cc: Melgar, Myrna (BOS); Low, Jen (BOS); Preston, Dean (BOS); Kilgore, Preston (BOS); Peskin, Aaron (BOS);

Angulo, Sunny (BOS)
Subject: FW: Public Comment - Item 4. File 240407
Date: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:32:00 AM
Attachments: File 240407 - Public Comment.pdf
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Thank you for your comment letter.
 
I am forwarding your comments to the members of the LUT committee, and I will include
your comments in the file for this ordinance matter.
 
I invite you to review the entire matter on our Legislative Research Center by following
the link below:
 

Board of Supervisors File No. 240407
 
John Carroll
Assistant Clerk
Board of Supervisors
San Francisco City Hall, Room 244
San Francisco, CA  94102
(415)554-4445

 

  Click here to complete a Board of Supervisors Customer Service Satisfaction form.

 
The Legislative Research Center provides 24-hour access to Board of Supervisors legislation and archived matters since August 1998.

 
Disclosures: Personal information that is provided in communications to the Board of Supervisors is subject to disclosure under the
California Public Records Act and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. Personal information provided will not be redacted.  Members of
the public are not required to provide personal identifying information when they communicate with the Board of Supervisors and its
committees. All written or oral communications that members of the public submit to the Clerk's Office regarding pending legislation or
hearings will be made available to all members of the public for inspection and copying. The Clerk's Office does not redact any information
from these submissions. This means that personal information—including names, phone numbers, addresses and similar information that
a member of the public elects to submit to the Board and its committees—may appear on the Board of Supervisors website or in other
public documents that members of the public may inspect or copy.

 
From: Miriam Zouzounis <miriam@neighborhoodbusiness.org> 
Sent: Sunday, June 16, 2024 8:07 PM
To: Carroll, John (BOS) <john.carroll@sfgov.org>
Subject: Public Comment - Item 4. File 240407
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Land Use and Transportation Committee 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 
 


RE: Item 4. File 240407 [Police Code - Tenderloin Retail Hours Restriction Pilot Program] 
 
Honorable Supervisors,  
 
The Neighborhood Business Alliance is born out of decades of merchant organizing in the Arab, 
African, South Asian and minority-owned retailer communities in the Bay Area. The Arab 
American Grocers Association formed the Independent Grocers Association and the Tenderloin 
Merchants in the 1990s. Today, our Tenderloin-based merchants have been battling the severe 
conditions on the streets and continue to serve the public, keeping business open in equity 
neighborhoods. During the COVID-19 shutdowns, our sector was met with SFPD shutting stores 
down by Mayoral Health Order without prior notice. During the Health Crisis, we activated 
strong mutual-aid and free produce efforts that reinforced the bridge between corner markets and 
residents. We ask now, considering the proposed legislation to limit business hours, the sector is 
approached as a partner in bettering our neighborhoods and will be met with goodwill. The 
systemic forces that create poverty on our streets are reflective of the systemic barriers facing the 
urban retail sector and the communities supported by them, and we must address this change 
wholesomely.  


We are willing to support necessary change to conditions in the Tenderloin, as proposed by this 
legislation, contingent upon the following: 


- If private, individual small businesses are to take losses in the form of jobs and revenue, 
tangible mitigation must be considered as part of this proposal (i.e. financial mitigation in the 
form of fee reduction, priority permitting for change of use, accessory use etc.)  


- Binding language or agreements that ensure transparency and accountability to the street 
cleaning services meant to serve storefronts, by the City, the Community Benefit Districts or 
any other intermediary contractors 


- 1 year Pilot, with a 6-month Assessment which includes Data and reporting metrics on the 
efficacy of Pilot 


- Pathway for compliant businesses (with or without ABC license, to be able to open until 
2AM within proposed pilot period 


- Remove the “Private Right to Sue” Clause 
 


Outreach in-language and with a fair implementation and notice of violation procedure should be 
the baseline and we do not consider to be an added compromise. This sector takes the brunt of 
the cost in paying for our City’s environmental policies through mandatory existing regulations; 
i.e. Cans and Bottles CRV redemption and collection fees and Cigarette Litter Abatement Fees 
which account for 5% of the entire budget being paid for by less than 700 small retailers. We 
have seen nuisance abatement codes that were meant to be pilots, continue decades without 







reassessment or accountability. While we are adding an additional layer of regulatory compliance 
for this business community, we ask that the Board and Mayor consider removing any other 
duplicative codes that have rendered themselves unenforceable etc. to streamline the compliance 
burden for retailers (i.e. see Economic Mitigation Working Group (EMWG) Recommendations 
and Resolution).  


As a result of disproportionate fees and restrictions on our sector, we are asking for increased 
resources to meet these increased regulations as a pretense for support of this legislation. 


The Undersigned; 


Neighborhood Business Alliance 


Arab American Grocers Association  


Tenderloin Merchants Association (current day) 


Starlight Market 


Deena Market 


Mayflower Market 


Empire Market 


DJ Market 


Plaza Snacks and Deli 


Radman’s Market 


Stop and Save Market 


And More.. 


 



https://www.sf.gov/sites/default/files/2024-05/EMWG%20-%20Report%20-%20122020.pdf
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Hello,
 
Please see attached public comment to be submitted to the record for Land Use and
Transportation Committee meeting 6/17/24.
 
Thank you
 
--
Neighborhood Business Alliance
neighborhoodbusiness.org

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___http:/neighborhoodbusiness.org___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzoxZDQ1YzYyZWY1YzZlZTg1MGI4ZTFmMzliYjgwZTQzNDo2OmI0YmI6ODcxMGQ1NmNlZmU5YzE1MTQzYTdlYjg5MDNmNDg4MjlhM2U2YWY4MmVhOTljNDgzYWQ4YTY0ZDg1NzJkYmIxYjpoOlQ


Land Use and Transportation Committee 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 
 

RE: Item 4. File 240407 [Police Code - Tenderloin Retail Hours Restriction Pilot Program] 
 
Honorable Supervisors,  
 
The Neighborhood Business Alliance is born out of decades of merchant organizing in the Arab, 
African, South Asian and minority-owned retailer communities in the Bay Area. The Arab 
American Grocers Association formed the Independent Grocers Association and the Tenderloin 
Merchants in the 1990s. Today, our Tenderloin-based merchants have been battling the severe 
conditions on the streets and continue to serve the public, keeping business open in equity 
neighborhoods. During the COVID-19 shutdowns, our sector was met with SFPD shutting stores 
down by Mayoral Health Order without prior notice. During the Health Crisis, we activated 
strong mutual-aid and free produce efforts that reinforced the bridge between corner markets and 
residents. We ask now, considering the proposed legislation to limit business hours, the sector is 
approached as a partner in bettering our neighborhoods and will be met with goodwill. The 
systemic forces that create poverty on our streets are reflective of the systemic barriers facing the 
urban retail sector and the communities supported by them, and we must address this change 
wholesomely.  

We are willing to support necessary change to conditions in the Tenderloin, as proposed by this 
legislation, contingent upon the following: 

- If private, individual small businesses are to take losses in the form of jobs and revenue, 
tangible mitigation must be considered as part of this proposal (i.e. financial mitigation in the 
form of fee reduction, priority permitting for change of use, accessory use etc.)  

- Binding language or agreements that ensure transparency and accountability to the street 
cleaning services meant to serve storefronts, by the City, the Community Benefit Districts or 
any other intermediary contractors 

- 1 year Pilot, with a 6-month Assessment which includes Data and reporting metrics on the 
efficacy of Pilot 

- Pathway for compliant businesses (with or without ABC license, to be able to open until 
2AM within proposed pilot period 

- Remove the “Private Right to Sue” Clause 
 

Outreach in-language and with a fair implementation and notice of violation procedure should be 
the baseline and we do not consider to be an added compromise. This sector takes the brunt of 
the cost in paying for our City’s environmental policies through mandatory existing regulations; 
i.e. Cans and Bottles CRV redemption and collection fees and Cigarette Litter Abatement Fees 
which account for 5% of the entire budget being paid for by less than 700 small retailers. We 
have seen nuisance abatement codes that were meant to be pilots, continue decades without 



reassessment or accountability. While we are adding an additional layer of regulatory compliance 
for this business community, we ask that the Board and Mayor consider removing any other 
duplicative codes that have rendered themselves unenforceable etc. to streamline the compliance 
burden for retailers (i.e. see Economic Mitigation Working Group (EMWG) Recommendations 
and Resolution).  

As a result of disproportionate fees and restrictions on our sector, we are asking for increased 
resources to meet these increased regulations as a pretense for support of this legislation. 

The Undersigned; 

Neighborhood Business Alliance 

Arab American Grocers Association  

Tenderloin Merchants Association (current day) 

Starlight Market 

Deena Market 

Mayflower Market 

Empire Market 

DJ Market 

Plaza Snacks and Deli 

Radman’s Market 

Stop and Save Market 

And More.. 

 

https://www.sf.gov/sites/default/files/2024-05/EMWG%20-%20Report%20-%20122020.pdf


 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Carroll, John (BOS)
To: KimoCrossman@gmail.com
Cc: Melgar, Myrna (BOS); Low, Jen (BOS); Preston, Dean (BOS); Kilgore, Preston (BOS); Peskin, Aaron (BOS);

Angulo, Sunny (BOS)
Subject: RE: Police code 24047: to limit late hours for TL shops - Yes & suggestions - BOS File No. 240407
Date: Monday, June 17, 2024 9:32:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Thank you for your comment letter.
 
I am forwarding your comments to the members of the LUT committee, and I will include
your comments in the file for this ordinance matter.
 
I invite you to review the entire matter on our Legislative Research Center by following
the link below:
 

Board of Supervisors File No. 240407
 
John Carroll
Assistant Clerk
Board of Supervisors
San Francisco City Hall, Room 244
San Francisco, CA  94102
(415)554-4445

 

  Click here to complete a Board of Supervisors Customer Service Satisfaction form.

 
The Legislative Research Center provides 24-hour access to Board of Supervisors legislation and archived matters since August 1998.

 
Disclosures: Personal information that is provided in communications to the Board of Supervisors is subject to disclosure under the
California Public Records Act and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. Personal information provided will not be redacted.  Members of
the public are not required to provide personal identifying information when they communicate with the Board of Supervisors and its
committees. All written or oral communications that members of the public submit to the Clerk's Office regarding pending legislation or
hearings will be made available to all members of the public for inspection and copying. The Clerk's Office does not redact any information
from these submissions. This means that personal information—including names, phone numbers, addresses and similar information that
a member of the public elects to submit to the Board and its committees—may appear on the Board of Supervisors website or in other
public documents that members of the public may inspect or copy.

 
 
From: Kimo Crossman <kimocrossman@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, June 14, 2024 3:52 PM
To: Carroll, John (BOS) <john.carroll@sfgov.org>
Subject: Fwd: Police code 24047: to limit late hours for TL shops - Yes & suggestions
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Clerk of Land Use:
 
Please forward this to legislative staff for the three members and treat this as written
public comment for minutes.
 
Thank you kindly
 
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Kimo Crossman <kimocrossman@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Jun 14, 2024, 3:50 PM
Subject: Police code 24047: to limit late hours for TL shops - Yes & suggestions
To: Matt Dorsey <Matt.Dorsey@sfgov.org>, <DorseyStaff@sfgov.org>,
<maggie.angst@sfchronicle.com>, <info@midmarketcbd.org>,
<everwine@sfciviccenter.org>, <MayorLondonBreed@sfgov.org>,
<info@sfciviccenter.org>, SFPD Tenderloin Station, (POL)
<SFPDTenderloinStation@sfgov.org>, <sergio.chin@sfgov.org>
 

On this proposed legislation from Mayor Breed:
24047 Police Code - Tenderloin Retail Hours Restriction Pilot Program
 
Land Use will hear this on Mon 6/17
 
Would suggest adjusting boundaries to include Market St at least between 6th and 7th St
part of MMCBD
 
There's Bayfood Market, 1073 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94103 which posts hours 8-
8 but I've seen it open past 1AM located in mid market community benefit district
MMCBD
 
The nightly drug addled are now congregating outside it, please visit after 10PM to see
how bad it is, its scary.
 
As you may be aware there was just a late night shooting nearby.
 
https://www.sfchronicle.com/crime/article/man-shot-tenderloin-store-juvenile-
arrested-19513247.php
 
I'd also suggest the closing time of midnight is too late, if you want to prevent people
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from gathering after dark, a cutoff at 8pm might be more appropriate.  The shooting
happened a little after 11PM.
 
 
 
 



This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Sheyenne White
To: Carroll, John (BOS)
Cc: Peskin, Aaron (BOS); PrestonStaff (BOS); MelgarStaff (BOS)
Subject: Written Public Comment for the Land Use and Transportation Committee Hearing on Monday, 6/17
Date: Friday, June 14, 2024 2:53:59 PM
Attachments: image002.png

CBOletterofsupport_retailhours.pdf
petition_TLretailhours.pdf

Good afternoon,
My name is Sheyenne White, and I am a Community Organizer at Central City SRO
Collaborative. On behalf of eleven (11) community stakeholders, I have attached our
collective Letter of Support for Mayor Breed’s proposed Tenderloin Retail Hours Restriction
Pilot Program, which will be presented to the LUT Committee on Monday, 6/17.

Additionally, I have included a pdf copy of our petition with 521 signatures, collected from
residents, service workers, and business owners across Tenderloin neighborhoods. It is our
desire that both endorsements be understood as support for Mayor Breed’s proposed pilot
program, as is, and included in public comment on Monday, 6/17.

Thank you,
Sheyenne White (she/her)
Community Organizer
Central City SRO Collaborative
Tenderloin Housing Clinic
472 Ellis St. San Francisco, CA 94102
Phone #: 415-775-7110 EXT. 1705
Sheyenne@thclinic.org

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This document is intended for the use of the party to whom it
is addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential, and protected from
disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the addressee, or a person authorized to accept
documents on behalf of the addressee, you are hereby notified that any review, disclosure,
dissemination, copying, or other action based on the content of this communication is not
authorized. If you have received this document in error, please immediately reply to the sender
and delete or shred all copies.
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Board of Supervisors (BOS)
To: BOS-Supervisors; BOS-Legislative Aides
Cc: Calvillo, Angela (BOS); Somera, Alisa (BOS); Ng, Wilson (BOS); De Asis, Edward (BOS); Mchugh, Eileen (BOS);

BOS-Operations; Carroll, John (BOS); BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: Public Comment re Land Use Committee - June 10, 2024
Date: Thursday, June 6, 2024 1:38:28 PM
Attachments: Lande Use Comments re June 10.pdf

Open Letter to SF Board of Supervisors (Land Use & Transportation Committee).pdf

Hello,
 
Please see below and attached for communication from Gregg Johnson and Carolyn Duty,
regarding File No. 240407.
 

File No. 240407: Ordinance amending the Police Code to create a two-year pilot
program, during which retail food and tobacco establishments in a high-crime area of
the Tenderloin police district are prohibited from being open to the public from 12:00
a.m. to 5:00 a.m.; and authorizing the Department of Public Health to impose
administrative fines for violation of the hours restriction, declaring an establishment’s
operation in violation of the hours restriction to be a public nuisance, authorizing
enforcement actions by the City Attorney, and creating a private right of action for
persons harmed by a violation of the hours restriction. (Mayor)

 
Sincerely,
 
Joe Adkins
Office of the Clerk of the Board
San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, CA 94102
Phone: (415) 554-5184 | Fax: (415) 554-5163
board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org | www.sfbos.org
 
From: GJOHNSON <greggorydjohnson@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 5, 2024 9:53 PM
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS) <board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>
Subject: Public Comment re Land Use Committee - June 10, 2024

 

 

Madam Clerk,
Attached hereto, you shall find 2 public comments for the upcoming June 10th
Land Use & Transportation committee.  If you could forward them to the
appropriate members, it would be appreciated.  Thank you.
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Public Comment – Land Use Committee                                                 Jun 10, 2024 


Good afternoon, Madam Chair, Supervisor Peskins and Supervisor Preston. 


My name is Gregg Johnson and for the past several years I have worked side by 


side with many individuals who make up the Tenderloin.  Being a 5th generation member 


of a proud family who has not only worked for this city, but my grandmother turned away 


nobody because of a lack of money.  My values are rooted in this history and today is no 


different.  We have heard from members of the community and business owners.  It 


would seem that everyone has a dog in this fight.  This is what I know. 


It has taken aggressive action and the knowledge of Federal, State, and local 


officials to bring pressure to bear upon open air drug sales and usage in the Tenderloin.  


We were told more than a year ago that we cannot expect to see results overnight.  But 


standing here today, I am telling this committee that we can see NOW what did could 


not then.  There is not one person in this room who will publicly admit that they condone 


the violence we have seen in the Tenderloin.  Likewise, there is no law-abiding citizen 


here who will admit that they feel safe walking the streets of TL from 12midnight to 5am.  


And if my grandmother were standing here, she would say that it’s the devil’s time. 


I escorted my dad’s sister to an old haunt she loves (the Black Cat) a couple 


weekends ago – she lives in Bayview and retired from Emporiums when it closed.  Sunday 


morning, we went to Glide.  This committee has a letter from her.  I told her that we are 


working to change not simply the image or perception of the Tenderloin but to let 


everyone know that we are not only here, but we are open for business.  I’m here today 


to say that I am aware of the amount of federal and state money that is received into 


and being spent within this neighborhood.  I have been researching it for a long time and 


while it is not part of this statement today, I will say that I do not believe that any business 


operating in the TL will go out of business by closing from 12 to 5am.  I walk past street 


vendors because I am not going to support illegal activities.  When I walk into a store to 


make a purchase, the last thing that I am expecting is to purchase a product that was 


stolen from Walgreens they did not completely remove the tag.  The seller of that product 


to me is among this audience today.  This is why I have not been back into your store. 







Public Comment – Land Use Committee                                                 Jun 10, 2024 


How many of us, did not think we would see a major improvement in open air 


drug sales?  It did not happen overnight, and the plan of the mayor should be allowed to 


be put in place, tweaked, take hold, while we support, comment, and offer suggestions 


on ways to improve.  This is not an unreasonable request but a way of being a sense of 


normalcy back to a neighborhood that has gone too far long without it.  None of us can 


turn back the hands of time to 50 years ago but know that the next 50 will rest squarely 


on the shoulders of those who will not come to grips with reality and stop putting profits 


over public safety.  My grandmother would tell me, if you are not apart of the solution – 


you must be a part of the problem. 


Gregg Johnson 
GREGG JOHNSON 
Special Projects Organizer 
Public Safety Committee Member 
Land Use Committee Member 
Central City SRO Collaborative 
(415) 933-3891 
 
 
 
Word Count:  589/610 








 


Carolyn Duty 
Department Manager | Retired | Capwell-Emporiums  


 


Contact 


1326 Gilman Avenue 


San Francisco, Ca 94124 


(415) 286-7627 


carolynduty415@aol.com 


 


Madam Chair, and Supervisors Preston 
and Peskins 


     My name is Carolyn Duty.  I am 79 years young, and I use 


the pronouns She, Her and Hers.  I was employed for thirty-six 


(36) years by Emporium-Capwell, also known as Weinstock, 


Capwell, Broadway, Emporium.  I retired only because of their 


closure in1995.  I grew up in the Hunter’s Point/Bayview area 


and spent many nights listening to jazz in either the Fillmore or 


the Tenderloin.  My in-laws were partners in the Black Cat from 


1955 to 1963.  My brother’s son returned here in 2017 after a 


career with Exxon Oil Company.  Between 1996 and 2000, my 


brothers, sisters, nephews and nieces, cousins and grand 


children sold their property in San Francisco and moved to 


Richmond, Vallejo, and Vacaville where they purchased 


homes in sub-divisions.  My oldest brother served this city as a 


DPW worker for more than 30 years and today several of my 


nephews work for the city. 


 


This past weekend was the first time in more than 20 years that 


I visited the Tenderloin with my nephew who talked me into 


making the excursion and I actually enjoyed myself.  I spent a 


few moments talking to someone I thought had moved on, but 


she is a fighter and a good soul.  The purpose for this letter is to 


let this commission know that the Tenderloin is worth saving.  My 


nephew assured me that the Tenderloin is much safer today 


than 3 years ago and I did not believe him.  We have lost so 


much of this city during the past decade and people like my 


nephew risk it all and I had to ask why.  He said, “because it’s 


worth saving for those who will come after me”.  So, because 


he showed me a lovely evening Saturday and took me to 


Sunday services at Glide I stand in support of him, his efforts 


and those he volunteers with.   


 


Thank you for taking the time to read and consider my letter 


 


Sincerely, 


Ms. Carolyn Duty 


 


San Francisco County 


Board of Supervisor 


Land Use & Transportation Comm. 


1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Pl  


San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 


Via: John.Carroll@sfgov.org 


 


 


Subj:  Letter is support of 


community organizers and the 


Honorable Mayor Breed’s pilot 


plan to curtail business hours to 


assist in combating the drug 


sales/usage and reduce 


nighttime violence. 


 


 


“It's time to put an end to the 


shenanigans of people who 


believe they can do as they 


please at the taxpayer’s 


expense.”  The Tenderloin is too 


rich in history to nothing! 


 



mailto:John.Carroll@sfgov.org





 
GREGG JOHNSON
Special Projects Organizer
CCSROC/SF Tenderloin Advocate
(855) 837-8585
(415) 933-3891
https://www.sftenderloinadvocate.net/
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Public Comment – Land Use Committee                                                 Jun 10, 2024 

Good afternoon, Madam Chair, Supervisor Peskins and Supervisor Preston. 

My name is Gregg Johnson and for the past several years I have worked side by 

side with many individuals who make up the Tenderloin.  Being a 5th generation member 

of a proud family who has not only worked for this city, but my grandmother turned away 

nobody because of a lack of money.  My values are rooted in this history and today is no 

different.  We have heard from members of the community and business owners.  It 

would seem that everyone has a dog in this fight.  This is what I know. 

It has taken aggressive action and the knowledge of Federal, State, and local 

officials to bring pressure to bear upon open air drug sales and usage in the Tenderloin.  

We were told more than a year ago that we cannot expect to see results overnight.  But 

standing here today, I am telling this committee that we can see NOW what did could 

not then.  There is not one person in this room who will publicly admit that they condone 

the violence we have seen in the Tenderloin.  Likewise, there is no law-abiding citizen 

here who will admit that they feel safe walking the streets of TL from 12midnight to 5am.  

And if my grandmother were standing here, she would say that it’s the devil’s time. 

I escorted my dad’s sister to an old haunt she loves (the Black Cat) a couple 

weekends ago – she lives in Bayview and retired from Emporiums when it closed.  Sunday 

morning, we went to Glide.  This committee has a letter from her.  I told her that we are 

working to change not simply the image or perception of the Tenderloin but to let 

everyone know that we are not only here, but we are open for business.  I’m here today 

to say that I am aware of the amount of federal and state money that is received into 

and being spent within this neighborhood.  I have been researching it for a long time and 

while it is not part of this statement today, I will say that I do not believe that any business 

operating in the TL will go out of business by closing from 12 to 5am.  I walk past street 

vendors because I am not going to support illegal activities.  When I walk into a store to 

make a purchase, the last thing that I am expecting is to purchase a product that was 

stolen from Walgreens they did not completely remove the tag.  The seller of that product 

to me is among this audience today.  This is why I have not been back into your store. 



Public Comment – Land Use Committee                                                 Jun 10, 2024 

How many of us, did not think we would see a major improvement in open air 

drug sales?  It did not happen overnight, and the plan of the mayor should be allowed to 

be put in place, tweaked, take hold, while we support, comment, and offer suggestions 

on ways to improve.  This is not an unreasonable request but a way of being a sense of 

normalcy back to a neighborhood that has gone too far long without it.  None of us can 

turn back the hands of time to 50 years ago but know that the next 50 will rest squarely 

on the shoulders of those who will not come to grips with reality and stop putting profits 

over public safety.  My grandmother would tell me, if you are not apart of the solution – 

you must be a part of the problem. 

Gregg Johnson 
GREGG JOHNSON 
Special Projects Organizer 
Public Safety Committee Member 
Land Use Committee Member 
Central City SRO Collaborative 
(415) 933-3891 
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Carolyn Duty 
Department Manager | Retired | Capwell-Emporiums  

 

Contact 

1326 Gilman Avenue 

San Francisco, Ca 94124 

(415) 286-7627 

carolynduty415@aol.com 

 

Madam Chair, and Supervisors Preston 
and Peskins 

     My name is Carolyn Duty.  I am 79 years young, and I use 

the pronouns She, Her and Hers.  I was employed for thirty-six 

(36) years by Emporium-Capwell, also known as Weinstock, 

Capwell, Broadway, Emporium.  I retired only because of their 

closure in1995.  I grew up in the Hunter’s Point/Bayview area 

and spent many nights listening to jazz in either the Fillmore or 

the Tenderloin.  My in-laws were partners in the Black Cat from 

1955 to 1963.  My brother’s son returned here in 2017 after a 

career with Exxon Oil Company.  Between 1996 and 2000, my 

brothers, sisters, nephews and nieces, cousins and grand 

children sold their property in San Francisco and moved to 

Richmond, Vallejo, and Vacaville where they purchased 

homes in sub-divisions.  My oldest brother served this city as a 

DPW worker for more than 30 years and today several of my 

nephews work for the city. 

 

This past weekend was the first time in more than 20 years that 

I visited the Tenderloin with my nephew who talked me into 

making the excursion and I actually enjoyed myself.  I spent a 

few moments talking to someone I thought had moved on, but 

she is a fighter and a good soul.  The purpose for this letter is to 

let this commission know that the Tenderloin is worth saving.  My 

nephew assured me that the Tenderloin is much safer today 

than 3 years ago and I did not believe him.  We have lost so 

much of this city during the past decade and people like my 

nephew risk it all and I had to ask why.  He said, “because it’s 

worth saving for those who will come after me”.  So, because 

he showed me a lovely evening Saturday and took me to 

Sunday services at Glide I stand in support of him, his efforts 

and those he volunteers with.   

 

Thank you for taking the time to read and consider my letter 

 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Carolyn Duty 

 

San Francisco County 

Board of Supervisor 

Land Use & Transportation Comm. 

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Pl  

San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

Via: John.Carroll@sfgov.org 

 

 

Subj:  Letter is support of 

community organizers and the 

Honorable Mayor Breed’s pilot 

plan to curtail business hours to 

assist in combating the drug 

sales/usage and reduce 

nighttime violence. 

 

 

“It's time to put an end to the 

shenanigans of people who 

believe they can do as they 

please at the taxpayer’s 

expense.”  The Tenderloin is too 

rich in history to nothing! 
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