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FILE NO. 160164 - v RESOLUTION NO.

[Supporting United States Senate Bill 1412 (Franken and Portmah) - Housing for Homeless
Students Act] :
Resolution supporting United States Senate Bill 1412, the Housing for Homeless
Students Act, sponsored by Senators Al Franken and Rob Portman.

WHEREAS, The Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program (LIHTC) provides a
reduction in tax liability for developers that bﬁild or rehabilitate affordable rental housing units;
and |

WHEREAS, The LIHTC has been used successfully to build properties intended to
house individuals, youth, and families who experience horhelessness; and

WHEREAS, Landlords who participate in the program gét to claim tax credits for their
tax credit properties in return for renting to low-income tenants at a restricted rent; and

WHEREAS, Curréntly, residents in housing funded by the LIHTC cannot be full-time
students unless they meet certain excepﬁons; énd

WHEREAS, The “student rule” in the current LIHTC is intended to prohibit funds from
being used to construct dormitories and to prevent college students, who often have
temporarily low incomes, from utilizing resources meant for individuals and families with more
serious and longer-term housing needs; and |

WHAEREAS, The “student rule” provides no exception for the homeless and previously
homeless youth, or veterans, and has had the unintended consequence of holding back truly
low-income individuals and the formerly homeless from attaining higher education; and

WHEREAS, In San Francisco, there are currently 126 affordable housing sites that are
funded through the LIHTC, and two transitional age youth supportive housing bui'ldings that

are funded through the LIHTC; and
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WHEREAS, In one of the transitional éged youth affordable housing buildings, 9 of the
current 11 part-time students would like to be in school full-time, but are limited by the rules
set forth in the current LIHTC; and |

WHEREAS, Preventing access to full-time education opportunities is a barrier to self-
sufficiency, especially for formerly homeless youth, individuals, and families; and

WHEREAS, Preventing é_ccess to full-time education needlessly delays formerly
homeless youth and individuals from attaining a higher education and causes extra time and
cost burdens that the vast majority of students do not have to suffer through; and

WHEREAS, United States Senators Al Frahken and Rob Portman have introduced
Senate Bill 1412, known as the Housing for Homeless Students Act, that will éxempt
individuals from the student rule if they experienced homelessness at any point in the five
years prior to moving into a LIHTC funded affordable housing building; and

WHEREAS, The Housing for Homeless Students Act would expand eligibility to include
homeless individuals covered by the deﬁnitioh of “homeless children and youth” in the
Mc;kinney—Vento Homeless Assistance Act, and to veterans who have been homeless to
ensure that they have access to affordable housing while seeking an education; and

WHEREAS, The changes proposed in the Housing for Homeless Student Act will allow
full-time students who experience, or recently experienced homelessness to become eligible,
or retain eligibility for LIHTC funded ho'usihg units; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Board 6f Supervisors fully supports the HousinQ

for Homeless Students Act and urges Congress to pass the bill immediétely.

Supervisor Farrell .
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To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to qualify homeless youth
and veterans who are full-time students for purposes of the low income
housing tax credit.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

May 21, 2015

Mr. FRANKEN (for himself, Mr. PORTMAN, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. COLLINS, and
Mr. XiNG) introduced the following bill; which was read twice and re-
ferred to the Committee on Finance

A BILL

To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to qualify
homeless youth and veterans who are full-time students

for purposes of the low income housing tax credit.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Housing for Homeless
Students Act of 2015”.

i P~ W N

3056



3

1 (b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by
2 subsection (a) shall apply to determinations made before,

3 on, or after the date of the enactment of this Act.
O
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Introduction Form

By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor

. Time stamp
I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): or meeting date

1 1. For reference to Committee. (An Ordinance, Resolution, Motion, or Charter Amendment)

X

2. Request for next printed agenda Without Reference to Committee.

3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee.

4. Request for letter beginning "Supervisor inquires"

5. City Attorney request.

6. Call File No. from Committee.

7. Budget Analyst request (attach written motion).

8. Substitute Legislation File No.

9. Reactivate File No.

O O O O000no O

10. Question(s) submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on

‘Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following:
[l Small Business Commission [l Youth Commission [ Ethics Commission

[1 Planning Commission [1 Building Inspection Commission
Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use a Imperative Form.

Sponsor(s):

Supervisor Mark Farrell |

Subject:

Resolution - Urging Congress to Pass the Housing for Homeless Student Act, Senate Bill 1412

The text is listed below or attached:

Attached.

ey /

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: ”
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For Clerk's Use Only:
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