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                                              1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244

BOARD of SUPERVISORS         San Francisco 94102-4689
                                                                                                                                                      Tel. No. (415) 554-5184
                                                                                                                                                   Fax No. (415) 554-5163
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(Applications must be submitted to BOS-Appointments@sfgov.org or to the mailing address listed above.)

Application for Boards, Commissions, Committees, & Task Forces

Name of Board/Commission/Committee/Task Force: 

Seat # (Required - see Vacancy Notice for qualifications): 

Full Name: 

Zip Code: 

Occupation: 

Work Phone: Employer: 

Business Address: Zip Code: 

Business Email: Home Emai

Pursuant to Charter, Section 4.101(a)(2), Boards and Commissions established by the Charter must consist of 
residents of the City and County of San Francisco who are 18 years of age or older (unless otherwise stated in the code 
authority). For certain appointments, the Board of Supervisors may waive the residency requirement.

Resident of San Francisco: Yes No If No, place of residence: 
18 Years of Age or Older:  Yes No 

Pursuant to Charter, Section 4.101(a)(1), please state how your qualifications represent the communities of interest, 
neighborhoods, and the diversity in ethnicity, race, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, types of disabilities, 
and any other relevant demographic qualities of the City and County of San Francisco:

Sheriff's Department Oversight Board
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Carla Cuevas

94103
Court Interpreter

(415) 551-0694 California Superior Court, City and County of San Francisco

850 Bryant St. room 101 94103
ccuevas@sftc.org

N/A

I am a registered voter of San Francisco and resident for 26 years, currently in the South of Market (SOMA) neighborhood. I earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from the Universidad 
Iberoamericana in Mexico and the University of San Francisco. Currently, I am a candidate for graduation in the Master of Legal Studies degree from UC Law San Francisco (previously UC 
Hastings).

I am a proud Mexican immigrant and Latino woman. My native language is Spanish and I have been working with and for the Latino community of San Francisco for the last 25 years of my 
life in a variety of spheres and roles, both as a provider of services and receiving them. 

As a domestic violence survivor and a single mother, I have also received services from the city, some of which included communications with the Sheriff’s, District Attorney’s, and SF 
Police Department. I know firsthand how important it is for our various public safety departments to effectively and transparently deliver services to the people of San Francisco.

For a dark period, I experienced homelessness, forced to navigate various services while being the sole caregiver to my young son. During this time, I also received services from the city 
and other non-profits to find shelter and stable housing. The Sheriff’s office also helped me when I needed to serve legal documents and physical protection. 

The city’s below market rate (BMR) housing program offered me stability and the chance to buy my first home in SOMA. However, even when I gained this stability and sense of safety 
after periods of homelessness, I witnessed firsthand the stabbing of a man in my alley (who eventually died from his wounds). Dialing 911 for assistance as I watched him die in pain will 
forever be in my mind and guide my moral compass. 

I have also walked out of my back alley to see body bags from people that have overdosed from drugs. I have a lot of empathy and sympathy for these victims of violence and addiction. I 
want to make sure that if they ever encounter the Sheriff’s department, that they are treated fairly and with respect. I also want to make sure every member of my community remains safe 
and that the Sheriff’s department can effectively serve and protect all of San Francisco’s residents, both inside and out of the jail system.

In addition to being a single mother working to provide for my son, I recently had to overcome a physical injury that left me immobile for a large portion of a year. I suffered an ankle fracture 
at the same time as a wrist injury. This left me in bed for a time, then in a wheelchair, later with a walker, and lastly with a cane. During this time, I became very aware of the various 
difficulties individuals with temporary and permanent disabilities have to endure in our neighborhood. Since then, I have been an advocate for more accessible parking spots on the street 
and for more attention to those that need additional assistance.
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Business and/or Professional Experience:

Civic Activities:

Have you attended any meetings of the body to which you are applying? Yes No 

An appearance before the Rules Committee may be required at a scheduled public hearing, prior to the Board of Supervisors 
considering the recommended appointment. Applications should be received ten (10) days prior to the scheduled public 
hearing.

Date: Applicant’s Signature (required): 
(Manually sign or type your complete name.
NOTE: By typing your complete name, you are 
hereby consenting to use of electronic signature.)

Please Note: Your application will be retained for one year. Once completed, this form, including all attachments, become 
public record.
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:

Appointed to Seat #: Term Expires: Date Vacated:     
 

 

Carla Cuevas

I have worked in different capacities with diverse communities in San Francisco, from emerging artists, to students, to the LGBTQ+ communities. I am a lifelong learner, I assist and conduct 
outreach, facilitate communication between culturally diverse groups, and research, advocate, and negotiate on behalf of members of the community.

While assisting curatorial endeavors for independent art galleries, I have worked alongside the artist community during their preparation and community outreach, offering translation 
services when needed. I served as a Board Member for Intersection for the Arts and worked as an intern assisting non-profit duties for the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence. For a period of 
time, I worked as a translator and interpreter for the San Francisco Unified School District and Parents for Public Schools (a non-profit that developed programs to support parents of 
different communities, amongst them Latino and African American parents). 

As an immigrant from Mexico, my work within the Latino community has also extended to community organizations, such as the San Francisco Unified School District's Parent Advisory 
Committee, the Community Restraining Order Clinic, and in my work with the Superior Court of California in San Francisco as a Certified Court Interpreter.

It is during my last 15 years of work in the judicial system that I have had the opportunity to work alongside deputy sheriffs. Here, I experience and observe their custodial work daily, both in 
the courts and in the jail during interview assignments. I have experienced first-hand the consequences of jails at overcapacity, such as the  reduced presence of inmates in hearings due to 
lockdowns, limited access to communication with their attorneys, and fewer rehabilitation programs. I have had the opportunity to observe interactions from the Sheriff’s department 
personnel with jail residents and the community and how they have changed over time. I also watch first-hand how inmates, defendants, and witnesses perceive the impact of the Sheriff's 
work and how important it is to make sure the Sheriff’s department operates transparently and with integrity. For these many unique reasons, I think I would be an excellent member of the 
San Francisco Department’s Oversight Board.

As a SOMA neighbor, I have led and participated in grassroots community associations and programs created to improve the safety and well-being of our neighborhood, including the 
Howard-Langton Community Garden. To focus on safety and beautification, my neighbors and I created the Langton Neighborhood Association (LNA) more than a year ago. Within LNA, my 
efforts have focused on work with Supervisor Matt Dorsey's office, the Police Department, and the Sheriff’s department to increase safety in the neighborhood. In the aftermath of a murder 
that I witnessed and the drug overdoses at the corner of Langton and Howard street, we worked with Supervisor Dorsey and public safety departments to make physical changes. From the 
installation of a red curb to increase visibility to the installation of new lighting and cameras, this corner has gone from a magnet of crime to a peaceful neighborhood alleyway once again. 

As a Superior Court of California employee, my job is also my passion. I have dedicated myself to making sure Spanish-speaking individuals involved in court proceedings do not need to 
worry about misunderstanding charges or evidence brought against them, as I am able to explain to them these issues in their native language. I have contributed to advocacy letters that 
bridge greater communication between interpreters and the San Francisco Sheriff's office regarding inmate breaches while in the courthouse. 

In previous years, I have also been a leader on the bargaining committee for the California Federation of Interpreters, particularly in our efforts to increase meaningful language services for 
the individuals of Limited Language Proficiency that interface with the courts. Together, we have expanded the unit's reach to support attorneys, judges, social workers, and deputy sheriffs.

In my free time, I also volunteer and work for various community and non-profit organizations, such as the Community Restraining Order Clinic, the Parent Advisory Committee, Parents for 
Public Schools, and the San Francisco Bar Association, among others mentioned above. To further the effectiveness of my advocacy, I am working toward my Master of Legal Studies 
degree here in San Francisco, with the hopes of continuing my work in the court system. 

If I am fortunate enough to be appointed to the Sheriff’s Department Oversight Board, I look forward to improving the accountability and transparency of the San Francisco Sheriff’s
Department. I will thoughtfully consider all facts that are presented and do my best to serve the San Francisco community that I love.
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