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FILE NO. 260059 RESOLUTION NO.

[Initiating Landmark Designation - James C. Hormel Mansion]

Resolution initiating landmark designation under Article 10 of the Planning Code for
the James C. Hormel Mansion, located at 181 Buena Vista Avenue East, Assessor’s

Parcel Block No. 1258, Lot No. 026.

WHEREAS, Under Planning Code, Section 1004.1, the Board of Supervisors may by
Resolution initiate landmark designation; and

WHEREAS, Planning Code, Section 1004.2(b), requires the Historic Preservation
Commission to respond to historic district or individual landmark designations initiated by the
Board of Supervisors within 90 days, and authorizes the Board, by Resolution, to extend the
time within which the Historic Preservation Commission is to render its decision; and

WHEREAS, The James C. Hormel Mansion, located at 181 Buena Vista Avenue East,
Assessor’s Parcel Block No. 1258, Lot No. 026, is significant for its historical association with
San Francisco’s Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer (LGBTQ) community as the
long term home of LGBTQ philanthropist, activist, and diplomat James C. Hormel, who
resided in the home from 1986-2012; and

WHEREAS, Hormel was active in the fight against the Briggs initiative in the late 1970s
which sought to ban gays and lesbians from working in California public schools, and helped
establish the Human Rights Campaign Fund in 1981; and

WHEREAS, President Clinton nominated Hormel to be the Ambassador to
Luxembourg in 1999 amidst a great deal of controversy, becoming the first openly gay

American ambassador to a foreign country; and
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WHEREAS, over the course of his lifetime, Hormel donated more than $15 Million to
LGBTQ causes, included funding the James C. Hormel Gay and Lesbian Center at San
Francisco Public Library’s Main Library, which opened in 1996; and

WHEREAS, In 2016, the San Francsico Historic Preservation Commission adopted the
Citywide Historic Context Statement for LGBTQ History in San Francisco, which provided
frameworks for identifying and evaluating sites for historical significance and integrity
associated with San Francisco’s diverse and robust LGBTQ histories; and

WHEREAS, The Citywide Historic Context Statement for LGBTQ History was prepared
by qualified historians in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’'s Standards; and

WHEREAS, Through applying the evaluative framework as outlined in the Citywide
Historic Context Statement for LGBTQ History, the property can be considered as an
individually eligible historic resource based on its strong association with LGBTQ History; and

WHEREAS, The property is an example of the Queen Anne architectural style, which
dominated San Francisco residential architecture by 1890; and

WHEREAS, In 2022 the San Francisco Historic Preservation Commission adopted the
Victorian Era Styles (1870-1910) Historic Context Statement which provided frameworks for
identifying and evaluating Queen Anne and other Victorian-era buildings for historical
significance and integrity; and

WHEREAS, Through applying the evaluative framework as outlined in the Victorian Era
Styles (1870-1910) Historic Context Statement, the property can be considered as an
individually eligible historic resource based on year built, extant character-defining features,
and sufficient integrity; and

WHEREAS, The building exterior remains identifiable as the location of the James. C.

Hormel Mansion, as it did during his tenure; therefore be it

Supervisor Mandelman
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RESOLVED, The Board of Supervisors hereby initiates landmark designation of the
James. C. Hormel Mansion under Planning Code, Section 1004.1; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, The Board requests that the Planning Department prepare a
landmark designation report to submit to the Historic Preservation Commission for its
consideration of the full historical, architectural, aesthetic, and cultural interest and value of
the James. C. Hormel Mansion; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, The Board of Supervisors requests that the Historic
Preservation Commission consider whether the James. C. Hormel Mansion warrants
landmark designation and submit its recommendation to the Board according to Article 10 of

the Planning Code.

Supervisor Mandelman
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Land Use and Transportation Committee
February 23, 2026

FAMILY ZONING PLAN

LANDMARK PROGRAN

San Francisco



Phase 1

Family Zoning Plan
* Existing Category A, and

¢ Outside P/RH Zoning, and

* 0-1 Dwelling Units, and

* Highest significance/Integrity

Cultural Landmarks
¢ Cultural Historic Context Statement (completed) recommendations

Phase 2

A

Residential Areas / \
* Existing Category A, and

* RH Zoning, and

* Highest significance/Integrity

Phase 3

Family Zoning Plan (Survey Findings)

* New Category A (recommended as Landmarks via SF Survey), and
* Outside P/RH Zoning, and

* 0-1 Dwelling Units, and

Cultural Landmarks

* Cultural Historic Context Statement (completed) recommendations

Phase 4

Remaining (Survey Findings)

* New Category A (recommended as Landmarks via SF Survey), and
* allnon-P Zoning, and

* Highest significance/Integrity

L L U

Staff Recommendations

4

Supervisor Consultation (2 weeks est.)

2

Public Outreach (2 months est.)

a2

Initiation Resolution (2 months est.)
* Full BOS (introduction)
* Land Use and Transportation Committee
(hearing)
* FullBOS (one read)
 Mayor Action (10 days)
* BOS transmits to Planning

b 4

Historic Preservation Commission
Recommendations
(90 days)

¥

Ordinance (2 month est.)
* Full BOS (Introduction)
* Land Use and Transportation Committee
with 30 day hold (hearing)
* Full BOS (two reads)
* Mayor Action (10 days)

\ 4

Landmark Ordinance effective
(30 days after Mayoral Signature)
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Alexander Adams Home

Significant as an exemplary Queen Anne home, and for early
residential development in the Haight Ashbury neighborhood.

Period of Significance: 1891
Significance Criteria: 1 (Events) & 3 (Architecture)
Historic Context Statement: N/A

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger Olmsted and T. H. Watkins,
San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968.




Hinkel House

Significant as an exemplary Queen Anne home, and as the
personalresidence prolific Eureka Valley builder Charles Hinkel.

Period of Significance: 1898
Significance Criteria: 1 (Events), 2 (People), & 3 (Architecture)
Historic Context Statement: Eureka Valley

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger Olmsted and T. H. Watkins,
San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968.

# !

e 7l

[

)

WITCHES
B AGAINST
& FASCISM.




Born Home

Significant as an exuberant style of Georgian Revival
architecture.

Period of Significance: 1905

Significance Criteria: 3 (Architecture)

Historic Context Statement: N/A

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger OlmstedandT. H.
Watkins, San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968.




Buena Vista Farmhouse

Significant for its association with early San Francisco ranching and
agriculture, and as an early expression of Italianate architecture.

. —0 Period of Significance: 1860
= "‘\ = Significance Criteria: 1 (Events) & 3 (Architecture)
=y i ~ v At i .
= Historic Context Statement: Eureka Valley
= - B i i
- . [ E— i Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
B B+ | S Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger Olmsted and T. H. Watkins,
- ——— San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968.
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Charles Katz Home

Significant as an exemplary example of a Queen Anne Home.

Period of Significance: 1909
Significance Criteria: 3 (Architecture)
Historic Context Statement: N/A

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger Olmsted and T. H. Watkins,

San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968.




Duboce Triangle Greek
Revival Home

Significant as an intact example of Greek Revival architecture and
forits association with early development of Duboce Triangle.

Period of Significance: 1875
Significance Criteria: 1 (Events), 3 (Architecture)
Historic Context Statement: N/A

Past Survey/Evaluations: Market Octavia
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Elliot M. Wilson Home

Significant as an intact example of the Second Empire
architectural style, designed by Architect of Merit Arthur S.
Bugbee.

Period of Significance: 1875
Significance Criteria: 3 (Architecture)

Historic Context Statement: N/A

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger Olmsted and T. H.
Watkins, San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968; South
Mission Historic Resources Survey (2010)




Engine Company No. 44 /
Adams - Van Hoesen House

Significant an intact example of a turn-of the century Mission
Revival firehouse, and as the long term residence and studio
of artists Mark Adams and Beth Van Hoesen.
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Period of Significance: 1910, 1959-2006

Significance Criteria: 1 (Events), 2 (People), 3 (Architecture)

Historic Context Statement: N/A

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger Olmsted and T. H.
Watkins, San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968
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Fernando Nelson Home

Significant as the residence of prolific housing developer
Fernando Nelson.
Period of Significance: 1897

Significance Criteria: 1 (Events), 2 (People), 3
(Architecture)

Historic Context Statement: Eureka Valley

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger Olmsted andT. H.
Watkins, San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968




Richard Spreckels Mansion /
Buena Vista Studios

Significant an exemplary example ofa Classical Revival
home designed by Architect of Merit Edward J. Vogel.

Period of Significance: 1897, 1906, 1965-1967
Significance Criteria: 1 (Events), 2 (People), 3 (Architecture)
Historic Context Statement: N/A

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger Olmsted and T. H.
Watkins, San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968
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Mission Congregational /
Golden Gate Lutheran Church

Significant as an intact example of a Gothic Revival church
with Romanesque elements.

Period of Significance: 1910
Significance Criteria: 3 (Architecture)
Historic Context Statement: N/A

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger Olmsted and T. H.
Watkins, San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968; Inner
Mission North Historic Resources Survey (2011)
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Guerrero Street Double Stick
Eastlake House

Significant as a unique example of a double house in the
Stick Eastlake style.

Period of Significance: 1894
Significance Criteria: 3 (Architecture)

Historic Context Statement: N/A

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger OlmstedandT. H.
Watkins, San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968; South
Mission Historic Resources Survey (2010)
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Henry Street Rowhouses

Significant as an intact example of a Stick/Eastlake multi-
family building, and for Duboce Triangle’s development
history.

Period of Significance: 1892
Significance Criteria: 1 (Events), 3 (Architecture)
Historic Context Statement: Duboce Triangle

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger OlmstedandT. H.
Watkins, San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968

McKinley
Elementary
School




Holy Innocents Church

Significant as a rare example of a Carpenter Gothic church,
designed by Architect of Merit Earnest Coxhead.

Period of Significance: 1890
Significance Criteria: 3 (Architecture)
Historic Context Statement: N/A

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger OlmstedandT. H.
Watkins, San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968; Historic
Resource Evaluation (2015)
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De Urioste /
James C. Hormel Mansion

Significant as the former residence of the de Uriostes, a
pioneering San Francisco family, and James C. Hormel, LGBTQ

philanthropist, activist and diplomat; as well as an exemplary
Queen Anne property.

Period of Significance: 1899-2012
Significance Criteria: 2 (People), 3 (Architecture)
Historic Context Statement: N/A

Past Survey/Evaluations: Historic Resource Evaluation (2013)
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John C. Clark House

Significant for its association with early residential development
of Corbett Heights and as a rare expression of a San Francisco
chalet style home.

Period of Significance: 1885
Significance Criteria: 1 (Events), 3 (Architecture)
Historic Context Statement: Corbett Heights

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger Olmsted and T. H.
Watkins, San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968
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Kirby House and
Phoenix Brewery Building

Significant for its association with the early history of
brewing and industrial production in Eureka Valley and
San Francisco.

Period of Significance: 1885
Significance Criteria: 1 (Events)
Historic Context Statement: Eureka Valley

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger Olmsted and T.
H. Watkins, San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968
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Lange Home

Significant for its association with early Cole Valley
history and as an exemplary Queen Anne home
designed by Architect of Merit August Nordin.

Period of Significance: 1900
Significance Criteria: 1 (Events), 3 (Architecture)

Historic Context Statement: Architecture, Planning,
and Preservation Professionals: A Collection of
Biographies

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger Olmsted andT.
H. Watkins, San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968




Mission Dolores Academy

Significant for its Mission Revival architecture.

Period of Significance: 1932
Significance Criteria: 3 (Architecture)
Historic Context Statement: N/A

Past Survey/Evaluations: Market Octavia (2010)
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Lebanon Presbyterian Church/
Noe Valley Ministry

Significant as an early and rare example of Carpenter Gothic

13 i

a g,

architecture in San Francisco.

Period of Significance: 1888-1891
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Significance Criteria: 3 (Architecture)
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Historic Context Statement: N/A

Past Survey/Evaluations: Historic Resource Evaluation, 2010




The Poole-Bell House

Significant as an early Glen Park home, its association with Teresa
Bell, and as anintact example of Italianate architecture with a Second
Empire addition.

Period of Significance: 1872
Significance Criteria: 1 (Events), 2 (People), 3 (Architecture)
Historic Context Statement: N/A

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger Olmsted and T. H. Watkins,
San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968
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Power House

Significant an exemplary residential property
designed by Architect of Merit Bernard Maybeck.

Period of Significance: 1910
Significance Criteria: 3 (Architecture)

Historic Context Statement: Architecture,
Planning, and Preservation Professionals: A
Collection of Biographies

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San
Francisco’s Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger
Olmsted and T. H. Watkins, San Francisco, CA,
Chronicle Books, 1968

Address: 1526
Masonic Ave.




Second Christian Science Church

Significant an exemplary Beaux-Arts building
designed by Architect of Merit William H. Crim.
Period of Significance: 1917

Significance Criteria: 3 (Architecture)

Historic Context Statement: Architecture,
Planning, and Preservation Professionals: A
Collection of Biographies

Past Survey/Evaluations: Inner Mission North
(2011)




Shaughnessy Home

Significant as an exemplary Queen Anne home.

Period of Significance: 1890
Significance Criteria: 3 (Architecture)
Historic Context Statement: N/A

Past Survey/Evaluations: Here Today, San Francisco’s
Architectural Heritage. Text by Roger Olmstedand T. H.
Watkins, San Francisco, CA, Chronicle Books, 1968
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Tietz/Beneke House

Significant as Glen Park’s oldest property and a rare
example of Folk Victorian architecture.

Period of Significance: 1886

Significance Criteria: 1 (Events), 3 (Architecture)
Historic Context Statement: N/A

Past Survey/Evaluations: Glen Park Community Plan
Historic Resource Survey (2011)
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San Francisco Planning
www.sfplanning.org

Landmark Designation Program
PISan Francisco sfplanning.org/landmark-designation-program

Alex Westhoff
SF Planning

49 South Van Ness Ave
Suite 1400
San Francisco, CA 94103

(628) 652-7372
cpc.landmark@sfgov.org
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Introduction Form

(by a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor)

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one):

1. For reference to Committee (Ordinance, Resolution, Motion or Charter Amendment)
[ | 2. Request for next printed agenda (For Adoption Without Committee Reference)
(Routine, non-controversial and/or commendatory matters only)
3. Request for Hearing on a subject matter at Committee
4. Request for Letter beginning with “Supervisor | inquires...”

5. City Attorney Request

6. Call File No. | from Committee.

7. Budget and Legislative Analyst Request (attached written Motion)
8. Substitute Legislation File No. |
9. Reactivate File No. |

10. Topic submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the Board on |

The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following (please check all appropriate boxes):
[J Small Business Commission [J Youth Commission [ Ethics Commission

(] Planning Commission [ Building Inspection Commission [ Human Resources Department

General Plan Referral sent to the Planning Department (proposed legislation subject to Charter 4.105 & Admin 2A.53):

L] Yes No
(Note: For Imperative Agenda items (a Resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Agenda Form.)
Sponsor(s):
Mandelman
Subject:

[Initiating Landmark Designation - James C. Hormel Mansion]

Long Title or text listed:

Resolution initiating landmark designation under Article 10 of the Planning Code for the James C.
Hormel Mansion, located at 181 Buena Vista Avenue East, Assessor’s Parcel Block No. 1258, Lot No.
026.

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor:
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