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What is a Special 
Education Local 
Plan Area (SELPA)?

• Service area covered by a special education 
local plan and the governance structure 
created under any of the planning options 
of Section:

• 56205, 56206, 56208, 56211, 56213, 56241, 
56243, 56244, & 56245 of the California 
Education Code.

• Source: https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/



Sections to the SELPA

Section A: Contacts 
and Certifications

01
Section D: Annual 
Budget Plan

02
Section E: Annual 
Service Plan

03



Requirements of 
SELPA?

•Section D: Annual Budget Plan
•Section E: Annual Service Plan
•SELPA  Administration Information

Contact Information and 
Certification Requirements

•Community Advisory Committee: California 
Education Code (EC) sections 56194(a) and (b); 
and 56205(a)(12)(E) and (b)(7), EC Section 
56207(b)(7

•County Office of Education EC sections 56140, 
56195.1(c), and 56205,

Special Education Local Plan 
Area Review Requirements

•Local Plan Section D: Annual Budget 
Plan and Section E: Annual Service PlanPublic Hearing Requirements

•Follow the 7 CDE Steps
•STEP 1: Contacts and Certifications

•STEP 2: SELPA Governance Structure
•STEP 3: Prior Submissions
•STEP 4: Local Plan Collaboration (EC sections 56001(f) and 56192)
•STEP 5: Certifications

• Annual Budget Plan and Section E: Annual Service Plan
• County Office of Education (COE)
• Community Advisory Committee (CAC) 
• Local Education Agency (LEA)
•STEP 6: Electronic Signatures
•STEP 7: Final Check for all requirements

Submitting the Local Plan to 
the California Department of 

Education



Certification 1
Local Plan Section B: 

Governance and Administration



Certification 2

• Local Plan Section D: Annual Budget Plan
• Local Plan Section E: Annual Service Plan



Certification 3
County Office of Education



Certification 4

Community Advisory
Committee



Certification 5 Local Educational Agency



For Local Context:
Who approves Special 
Education Local Plans?

• CA Local Education Agency must have a Board of Education 
Approved SELPA 

• County of Education approve Special Education Local Plan.

• SFUSD is a single district SELPA with a County Office of 
Education

• Therefore, SFUSD Superintendent is also Superintendent of 
our County Office of Education

• SFUSD Assistant Superintendent of Special Education is also a 
SELPA Director

• Per California Education Code, every SELPA must:
• Submit an BOE Approved Local Plan
• Have a Community Advisory Committee for Special 

Education



SELPA| Community 
Advisory Committee

• Every Special Education Local Plan Area 
(SELPA) is required to establish a CAC. 
Across California, many CACs are vibrant, 
creative bodies that assist in advising local 
governing boards about the Local Plan, 
annual priorities, parent education, and 
other specified Special Education related 
activities.”
~SELPA Administrators of California



Overall SELPA Process

1
•Individual Education Program 

2
•SELPA Service Plan

3
•SELPA Budget

4
•Public Hearing



Context of Need 
(2023-2024)
• 48,785 SFUSD Students

• 6,483* Students Receiving Special 
Education Services

• 13.3% of total SFUSD student population

• Not including Charter, County, Non-Public 
School, Early Education and 
Private/Parochial students

*Source: SFUSD Board Docs, From SFUSD 
https://www.sfusd.edu/sped/special-
education-handbook-local-plans-compliance

• 9,694 Total Special Education Students 
(SELPA & SFUSD)

• SF County Office (10.8%)
• Alternative Schools (1.3%)
• Non-Public Schools (1.6%)
• Private Parochial (4.2%)
• Early Education (3.7%)

Charter schools (2.5%)
• Creative Arts Charter, Gateway MS, 

Gateway HS, Leadership, Life Learning 
Academy



Rising Trend: % Students with Disabilities

Year (Fall) 2023
SFUSD Enrollment

SFUSD Enrollment % Students with IEPs

2017 53,033 6028 11.4

2018 52,592 6023 11.5

2019 52,468 6275 12.0

2020 52,778 6409 12.1

2021 51,756 6598 12.7

2022 49,204 6143 12.5

2023 48,785 6483 13.3



What is the Annual 
Service Plan?

• Description of every service code currently 
provided in SFUSD

• Service minutes from Individual Education Plans 
(IEPs) are input by case managers into the Special 
Education Information System (SEIS) 

• Services are provided to fit the individual needs of 
the child.

• Some school sites might have additional services 
for special programming, for example: 

• Autism programs o
• Deaf and Hard of Hearing programs



Location of SPED 
Services 
Common Service 
Codes & Descriptions

• Attachment VI - SFUSD Specialized Academic 
Instruction and Related Services:

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1dZ2fKkhadTZR
FyZGfjVkZwYLeoEF6FjH8OiD3RxYW2k/edit?gid=19008411
71#gid=1900841171

CODE

330 Specialized Academic 
Instruction

340 Intensive Individual 
Services

350 Individual and Small 
Group Instruction

415 Language and Speech

450 Occupational Therapy

460 Occupational Therapy

530 Psychological Services

535 Behavior Intervention 
Services



Autism in SFUSD
In SFUSD, ~22% of
students with IEPs are
eligible under Autism.

Only a small 
percentage of those 
students require a more
restrictive, specialized
setting (SDC) to access 
Educational Benefit

From SFUSD Board Docs

SFUSD Students on the Autism Spectrum
2000-2024

2.5% of 
students 
with an IEP

22% of 
students 
with an IEP

Note: During the same 24 year period, the percentage of students classified Speech or 
Language Impairment decreased from 18.0% to 17.5%



Special Education 24-25 Budget *Source:  SFUSD Board Docs
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