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[Commemorative Street Plaques - SoMa Pilipinas Filipino Cultural Heritage District Historical 
Markers] 
 

Resolution authorizing the placement of the SoMa Pilipinas Filipino Cultural Heritage 

District plaques, to be installed on the sidewalk at various historic location markers 

along the 6th Street corridor between Market Street and Howard Street, and initiating 

the process set forth in Public Works Code, Sections 789 et seq., to provide for the 

creation of a program for and installation of commemorative plaques in the SoMa 

Pilipinas Cultural District. 

 

WHEREAS, The 6th Street Pedestrian Safety Project, a streetscape project located 

on 6th Street between Market Street and Howard Street and within the SoMa Pilipinas 

Filipino Cultural Heritage District, aims to create a safe and inviting place for people to walk 

by transforming 6th Street with wider sidewalks, new traffic signals, and other streetscape 

improvements; and 

WHEREAS, The SoMa Pilipinas Filipino Cultural Heritage District seeks to create an 

atmosphere that celebrates the presence, history, culture and resilience of Filipino people in 

the SoMa neighborhoods, and espouses the belief that intentional placemaking allows the 

broader public to engage in Filipino history; and 

WHEREAS, San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency, Public Works and the 

SoMa Pilipinas Filipino Cultural Heritage District have worked collaboratively to promote the 

cultural heritage, history, and resilience of Filipino people in the neighborhood by promoting 

the incredibly rich history of Filipino people in the United States by working with community 

stakeholders to develop a design and identify suitable locations for the 6th Street 

Community Identity Plaques project, which consists of the installation of commemorative 

plaques within the SoMa Pilipinas Filipino Cultural Heritage District area that honor and 
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commemorate historical persons and events significant to the Filipino community; and 

WHEREAS, Since the early twentieth century, San Francisco’s South of Market has 

been home to a vibrant Filipino community that built and developed small businesses, arts 

and cultural organizations, community-based direct service institutions, and after-school 

educational programs serving generations of Filipino youth that have all played an integral 

role in building the cultural and economic fabric of the City and County of San Francisco; 

and 
WHEREAS, As early as 1921, the first waves of Filipino migrants to settle in the 

South of Market, known as SoMa Pilipinas, were a group of Filipino Merchant Marines who 

pooled their resources together to establish the Grant Oriente mutual aid fraternity, which 

included a 24-room boarding house for Filipino workers migrating up and down the West 

Coast; and 
WHEREAS, Additional waves of Filipinos moved to SoMa Pilipinas after being 

displaced from what was known as Manilatown, a subsection of Chinatown; the struggle for 

tenant rights and housing justice in San Francisco in the 1960s and 1970s came to a 

flashpoint in 1977 with the eviction of elderly Filipino residents (also known as Manongs & 

Manangs) from the International Hotel on Kearny Street; and 

WHEREAS, In SoMa Pilipinas’ 100-year history, the community has come together 

to organize and advocate for racial justice and equity, which has manifested in the 

establishing community-based institutions that serve the social and economic needs of 

Filipinos and other marginalized communities in South of Market and throughout the City 

and County of San Francisco; and 

WHEREAS, Despite cultural and economic barriers that many of SoMa Pilipinas’ 

constituents face, community-based organizations create opportunities for community 

members to participate in decision-making processes that affect their everyday lives and 
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allow them to express their own self-determination; and 
WHEREAS, SoMa Pilipinas is the epicenter for Filipino American arts, and home 

to dance, literary arts, and theater organizations, such as KulArts, Kearny Street 

Workshop, and Bindlestiff Theater (the only Filipino black-box theater in the United 

States); and 
WHEREAS, SoMa Pilipinas has been awarded the National Endowment for the Arts 

(NEA) Our Town grant for creative placemaking, which is part of the Cultural Districts 

overall strategy to enliven our public realm spaces with Filipino inspired public art, 

wayfinding, and historical plaques; and 
WHEREAS, The Cultural Identity Plaques allow the City and the Cultural District to 

honor this important legacy and to educate future generations on the sacrifices that the 

community has made in the evolution of the Cultural District with the aim of becoming a 

more equitable city; and 
WHEREAS, The following site markers that comprise the 6th Street Community 

Identity Plaques project represent significant historical periods and movements that have 

helped shape the cultural identity of the SoMa Pilipinas Filipino Cultural Heritage District: 

• 6th Street between Market Street and Stevenson Street – Honoring the Filipino 

migrant laborer, author and poet, Carlos Bulosan, who is recognized for his 

literary achievements that honored the lives of Filipino laborers in farming and 

canary work in California and throughout the West Coast; 

• 6th Street between Stevenson Street and Jessie Street – Recognitions of the 

struggle to save the I-Hotel and Manilatown; 

• 6th Street between Jessie Street and Mission Street – Recognition of Filipino 

World War II veterans and their struggle for recognition equity, and treatment 

equal to that of other WWII veterans; 
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• 6th Street between Mission Street and Minna Street – Honoring Bullet X 

Marasigan as one of the early Filipino leaders that advocated for more 

resources for the community; 

• 6th Street between Minna Street and Natoma Street – Recognition of the 

contemporary community based-organizations in SoMa Pilipinas that are 

continuing the legacy of community resilience and self-determination; 

• 6th Street between Natoma Street and Howard Street – Recognition of the 

artists and the art organizations that have made SoMa Pilipinas the epicenter of 

Filipino American arts and culture; and 

WHEREAS, The individuals, businesses, and organizations identified and recognized 

by these plaques represent a part of the extensive history of the Filipino Community in the 

South of Market area; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors, in accordance with Public Works Code, 

Section 789, et seq., the Commemorative Street Plaque Ordinance, authorizes the placement 

of the aforementioned historical marker commemorative street plaques on the sidewalk at the 

named locations; and, be it   

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors hereby urges the Arts 

Commission to approve the design and the placement of the named commemorative plaques; 

and, be it   

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors directs San Francisco Public 

Works to take all actions necessary to implement the intent of this Resolution, including 

approval of the installation of the aforementioned plaques and performing installation of the 

plaques as part of the 6th Street Pedestrian Safety Project, provided, however, that the City 

shall not be required to replace plaques that are removed and/or are no longer available for 

safe usage; and, be it   
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FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors directs San Francisco Public 

Works to add the aforementioned plaques at the aforementioned locations on the City’s 

official list of commemorative sites effective immediately from the date of passage of this 

Resolution. 
 



City Hall 

BOARD of SUPERVISORS 
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San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 
Tel. No. (415) 554-5184 
Fax No. (415) 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. (415) 554-5227 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of 
San Francisco will hold public hearings to consider the following proposals and said 
public hearings will be held as follows, at which time all interested parties may attend 
and be heard. 

Date: October 16, 2023 

Time: 1 :30 p.m. 

Location: IN-PERSON MEETING INFORMATION 

Subject: 

Legislative Chamber, Room 250, located at City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 

REMOTE ACCESS 
Watch: www.sfgovtv.org 
Public Comment Call-In: https://sfbos.org/remote-meeting-call 

File No. 230941. Resolution authorizing the placement of the 
Lodginghouse District of San Francisco's Cultural Heritage District 
plaques, to be installed on the sidewalks at various historic location 
markers along the 6th Street corridor between Market Street and 
Howard Street, and initiating the process set forth in Public Works 
Code, Sections 789 et seq., to provide for the creation of a program 
for and installation of commemorative plaques in the Lodginghouse 
District. 

File No. 230942. Resolution authorizing the placement of the So Ma 
Pilipinas Filipino Cultural Heritage District plaques, to be installed on 
the sidewalk at various historic location markers along the 6th Street 
corridor between Market Street and Howard Street, and initiating the 
process set forth in Public Works Code, Sections 789 et seq., to 
provide for the creation of a program for and installation of 
commemorative plaques in the SoMa Pilipinas Cultural District. 



Board of Supervisors 
Land Use and Transportation Committee 
Hearing Notice - File No. 230941, 230942, 230943 Page 2 

File No. 230943. Resolution authorizing the placement of the 
Compton's Transgender Cultural District of San Francisco's Cultural 
Heritage District plaques, to be installed on the sidewalks at various 
historic location markers along the 6th Street corridor between Market 
Street and Howard Street, and initiating the process set forth in Public 
Works Code, Sections 789 et seq., to provide for the creation of a 
program for and installation of commemorative plaques in Compton's 
Transgender Cultural District. 

In accordance with Administrative Code, Section 67.7-1, persons who are unable to 
attend the hearing on these matters may submit written comments prior to the time the 
hearing begins. These comments will be made as part of the official public record in 
these matters and shall be brought to the attention of the Board of Supervisors. Written 
comments should be addressed to Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board, City Hall, 1 Dr. 
Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244, San Francisco, CA, 94102 or sent via email 
(board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org). Information relating to these matters is available with 
the Office of the Clerk of the Board or the Board of Supervisors' Legislative Research 
Center (https://sfbos.org/legislative-research-center-lrc). Agenda information relating to 
this matter will be available for public review on Friday, October 13, 2023. 

For any questions about this hearing, please contact the Assistant Clerk for the Land 
Use and Transportation Committee: 

John Carroll (John.Carroll@sfgov.org - (415) 554-4445) 

1..-.B oa:.~ 
Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
City and County of San Francisco 

em:bjj:ams 

DATED/POSTED/MAILED: October 6, 2023 
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City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244

San Francisco, CA 94102-4689
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TDD/TTY No. (415) 554-5227

Legislative File No.

Description of Items:

PROOF OF POSTING
(230941) Commemorative Street Plaques - Lodginghouse
District Historical Markers
(230942) Commemorative Street Plaques - SoMa Pilipinas
Filipino Cultural Heritage District Historical Markers
(230943) Commemorative Street Plaques - Compton's
Transgender Cultural District Historical Markers

Resolution authorizing the placement of the Lodginghouse District of San Francisco's Cultural
Heritage District plaques, to be installed on the sidewalks at various historic location markers
along the 6th Street corridor between Market Street and Howard Street, and initiating the process
set forth in Public Works Code, Sections 789 et seq., to provide for the creation of a program for
and installation of commemorative plaques in the Lodginghouse District.

Resolution authorizing the placement of the SoMa Pilipinas Filipino Cultural Heritage District
plaques, to be installed on the sidewalk at various historic location markers along the 6th Street
corridor between Market Street and Howard Street, and initiating the process set forth in Public
Works Code, Sections 789 et seq., to provide for the creation of a program for and installation of
commemorative plaques in the SoMa Pilipinas Cultural District.

Resolution authorizing the placement of the Compton's Transgender Cultural District of San
Francisco's Cultural Heritage District plaques, to be installed on the sidewalks at various historic
location markers along the 6th Street corridor between Market Street and Howard Street, and
initiating the process set forth in Public Works Code, Sections 789 et seq., to provide for the
creation of a program for and installation of commemorative plaques in Compton's Transgender
Cultural District.

wir; 7-weLpeTew SJ. Z/au ,an employee of the City and
County of San Francisco, posted the above-described document(s) along the street(s) to be
affected at least ten (10) days in advance of the hearing (pursuant to Public Works Code Sec.
789, et seq.):

Date:

Time:

Location:

Signature:

/o- 04 2o23

1-45%
S/

Instructions: Upon completion, original must be filed in the above referenced file.
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M E M O R A N D U M 

 
 

TO: Carla Short, Interim Director, Public Works 
 Jeffrey Tumlin, Executive Director, Municipal Transportation Agency 
                  
FROM: Erica Major, Assistant Clerk, Land Use and Transportation Committee 
 
DATE:  September 8, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

 
The Board of Supervisors’ Land Use and Transportation Committee has received the following 
proposed legislation, introduced by Supervisor Dorsey on September 5, 2023. 
 

File No.  230942 
 

Resolution authorizing the placement of the SoMa Pilipinas Filipino Cultural 
Heritage District plaques, to be installed on the sidewalk at various historic 
location markers along the 6th Street corridor between Market Street and Howard 
Street, and initiating the process set forth in Public Works Code, Sections 789 et 
seq., to provide for the creation of a program for and installation of 
commemorative plaques in the SoMa Pilipinas Cultural District. 

 
If you have comments or reports to be included with the file, please forward them to me at the 
Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 
94102 or by email at: Erica.Major@sfgov.org.  
 
 
 
cc: David Steinberg, Public Works 
 Ian Schneider, Public Works 
 John Thomas, Public Works 
 Lena Liu, Public Works 
 Kate Breen, Municipal Transportation Agency 
 Janet Martinsen, Municipal Transportation Agency 
 Joel Ramos, Municipal Transportation Agency 
  



Introduction Form 
(by a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor) 

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): 

☐ 1. For reference to Committee (Ordinance, Resolution, Motion or Charter Amendment) 

☐ 2. Request for next printed agenda (For Adoption Without Committee Reference) 
(Routine, non-controversial and/or commendatory matters only)  

☐ 3. Request for Hearing on a subject matter at Committee 

☐ 4. Request for Letter beginning with “Supervisor  inquires…” 

☐ 5. City Attorney Request 

☐ 6. Call File No.  from Committee. 

☐ 7. Budget and Legislative Analyst Request (attached written Motion) 

☐ 8. Substitute Legislation File No. 

☐ 9. Reactivate File No. 

☐ 10. Topic submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the Board on

The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following (please check all appropriate boxes): 

☐ Small Business Commission ☐ Youth Commission ☐ Ethics Commission

☐ Planning Commission   ☐  Building Inspection Commission   ☐ Human Resources Department

General Plan Referral sent to the Planning Department (proposed legislation subject to Charter 4.105 & Admin 2A.53): 

☐ Yes ☐ No

(Note: For Imperative Agenda items (a Resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Agenda Form.) 
Sponsor(s): 

Subject: 

Long Title or text listed: 

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: 

(Time Stamp or Meeting Date) 
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