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FILE NO. 251225 ORDINANCE NO. 9-26 

[Administrative Code - Film Commission Programs] 

Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to expand the definition of tax exempt 

entities for use fees, updating the process for notification guidelines concerning film 

production activities that may cause parking or traffic obstructions, updating 

definitions for the film rebate program, updating the film rebate amounts, and 

authorizing the Executive Director to enter into licensing agreements for the use of the 

Film SF logo and other Film Commission trademarks on merchandise. 

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font. 
Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font . 
Deletions to Codes are in slrikelhrough ittdie:s Times ,blew Ro,11wnj<mt . 
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font. 
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough Arial f-ont. 
Asterisks (* * * *) indicate the omission of unchanged Code 
subsections or parts of tables. 

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: 

Section 1. Chapter 57 of the Administrative Code is hereby amended by revising 

Sections 57.5, 57.6, and 57.8, to read as follows: 

SEC. 57.5. AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO USE CONTRACTS AND 

COORDINATE CITY DEPARTMENTS REGARDING FILM COMPANIES; CONSENT OF 

RELEVANT DEPARTMENTS; COST RECOVERY; SIDEWALK CLOSURE AND POSTING. 

* * * * 

(c) Schedule of Costs. In addition to the reimbursement of City departments for the 

costs incurred by those departments in deploying personnel or equipment, the Film 

Commission may, consistent with Charter Section 2.109, charge daily use fees to film 

companies seeking to engage in film production. The use fees are as follows: 
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(1) Still photography: $200 a day. 

(2) A commercial , corporate media, industrial media, video, or web video: $300 a 

day. 

(3) A television series (each episode), web series (each episode), movie, pilot, 

short subject, or documentary: 

(A) For a production with a budget of less than $100,000: $100 a day. 

(B) For a production with a budget of $100,000 to less than $500,000: $300 a 

day. 

(C) For a production with a budget of $500,000 or greater: $500 a day. 

Public service m1110w1ee,·1wnts. Qqualifying student productions, and productions 

created by or for entities that are tax-exempt under section~ 501 (c)(3). 501 (c)4. or 501 (c)(6J of 

the Internal Revenue Code are exempt from the above-listed use fees in acc_ordance with the 

Film Commission 's guidelines. The revenue generated by such use fees shall be deposited in 

the San Francisco Film Production Fund. 

* * * * 

SEC. 57.6. REQUIREMENTS FOR FILM COMPANIES. 

* * * * 

{c) Notijieatfr:111 fr/Filming Ael,'••i#es. if afilm e01np8r1y filming unff<H• c1 use eo11t-rae,1 wi.'h 

the CU.y/01· the use of City p-reperl)· 0r employees tmtiei-pales th€Jt i.'SfUm fJ1·odctc:io11 c1c.'i.,,ities will 

cause e pB-rking or traffic obstnwlion J0s.'ing_lor.four consecutive hmws o,· more, the.fi-Jm c0mpany 

shall, whe;1 fe&.Sibl:e, c1{ l:eru, 72 hetws prior to the sttw,• of those p1·0dtwUon acth,•ities tmtici-pated to 

ccmse apc1"'<i•rig o·· •~ffjfie obs'Tc"on p··o··'de '10''ce as -sr1ecified 1.w,•ei•1 •e affected reside·1's c·1d I / I I# f I. r · I I ,f fi , , t' l. i I I/ I I/ f.:J. - i i t i , 

bMsinesses efl/<1e emNci-pa,'edparking or i"r«ffee obstn1etion. The 72 ho1:w no.'iee rCcJ!dremem w1de;· this 

subseclio,•1 {c) sht1Jl not 8-pf)ly where prior 11O.'ice is infee-sihl:e due te circi1ms,(anees hey01ul thefilm 

p1·oduc1ion eoi~'lfJBl'fJ'1S c0,·1,t;·ol 0;- dtte to other 1:111fJ>··edictahl:e eif·ew11slcmces tha,• interfere wi.'h the 
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sc11edt·1ed- {i1-1'1 fJ .. fHk 1c':0 ·9 6'Clivi'ies 6'S specifed ;,~ '"ie Cif,.11 Co·n-niss io•'l's J.'-8•i 1-iee•io•9 Gi•itfeli•ws , 11. J n r ~ .:r , ~, . , . ~, ,. n • , , , , , . " , .. . •:t u• r u • . u 

refe,·e,•'ICed in sttbsec.'iev1 (ti). 

( l) The n0Nee shall include the name o:f lheflbn eompeny; ,•he da.tefs) end time-.s offi-lming,· 

El gew .. e,•l desc1·ipti0·1 ~£t11e p··oeh·c•io•'I c1ch·i1ies tnd t"ie c111 1iei.pc1Mdp8··fdiqg o·· traffic obst··z·c1i0•9 "1ey· i ii i ,' · J I l f I l, i i i r I f I • I I I f , I I · :J. · I i . I i I I I 

will cause; a local cor1tec.' mm1berf01· the.film eomptU1j': and centaet infonnetionfor lhe Film 

Commission end the Pol.iee Departmen!.. 

(2) Thej.-!m cem:pany may p1·0vide .'he netiee through s1g,'ls, Jeejkts, tekphene 0-c1lls, deor 

lo dofH uml?€JSSing, U.S. Jl'lail, tmdlo,·· thre~tgh the in.'enw.' or ether il-ig.'lal media, provided that «ny 

such 1uJ.'iee shall be reasonably cekulmed lo inform .'he effected residents end businesses o_fthe 

entiei-peledpflrking er trnffic 0bstructi01'1. 

(3) "Affeered reside11ts end businesses" :o which the.film G0Rtp€lny shall provide netiee ere 

"10se "es:de ·1's a·1d bi'Si-"lesses •ri•19i•1 150 feet <>£,fie ieeati0•1 0{' 110 «"l'ici.paledpcr+ng o·· tra(fie I I I i · i i i 9 j; I f i I f Ii l J"J i , I • I i . I I I I •• U I . I I ~/. 

obstruetim'I. 

('') 4 "•9cr·1dr1g 0-- t··ajfe ohs'ri•cticn" ··--·ggeri•'lfJ •tie '10':ee ··ef)l': .. e·ne11 1 is a s'•·ee' elost""C • 1 ; j I 1~1 I i • C I 1,1 f U i f,I ,JI J, Ii I ., I-ii I i- I II I H , 

a sig•1ifian< de 1ey i-1 ' 1?C flew o-Cw-affie· or a''I),' '"Td o·· ot"ie·· .. e¼•cle i•1eh•di¥1g a , .. eile-- o--• · , . I" I 1 / l., )"./ I ~/. f ~.v l., ¼ J I i i V ) 1 1 If .I I# V I, / 1 I 

eombinetion of trucks or 0.':her vehieles, 0ecupying more then 3 pcwkit'lg spaces. 

Thefi-lm company Hffl)' c00tdinaEe its notifieatie;'I ejferts ll'ifh /hose of the Execi,•tive 

Di•·ec101· o·· •tie Di··ec•e•·'s des•g•qee ifa·,y The ne••ce reqt·:red r1de1· 111:s subsect•0·1 fc' s"ia/1 be i•1 i, I II i I f I. , 1 i ' • i,; if ii 41 f I ij I I, II 

1:161-dition 10 cmy n0:iee m1d signege reqilireme11t&fcn-f+lm p,-0dtcctim1s p1·0-,,;ided uncle,· City Lew, 

inclw:ling Sectio;1 3. r/ ofthe Transportation Code. 

(df.) Film Commission Notification Guidelines; Rep0n. The Film Commission 

shall es,1ahlishmaint.ain film production notification guidelines concerning !Um production activilies. 

including but not limiled Lo activities that mav cause parking or /raffle obs/ructions ("Notification 

Guidelines") within 30 days ofthc ejfeelive daie !>}this o;·dinance 0;- €IS s0on lhere«fler aspessibJe €1{ 

e regukw meeting ofthc Cemmisslon, and may amend such Notification Guidelines from time to 
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ti.me 'f.' v~p ,: G ·c1,r . l ii lj, l I' d' bl: • 
..1e • r0,i_9 C€frr011Ul7.! i'l1CS Sr18n spec1_r· l.1C .'ypes O:rW1j'Jf'C0C.'€i ~· C/l'CURiS:tmees eneotmi:e,·ed tl'I' 

times by_fi-lm pv·odt1ction compa,gies fhct! would re€lso,•1€1bl71 in{erfere with sel:iedi:.tleefji-l,w p1·0ditetion 

0cM,1i.'ies m'f<i rende1· the nolice 1:mde,- subsection (c) infec.v;ibfo. The Execuli1,1e Direelor of the Fi!m 

Commission shell sub mi.' s copy· of the l\lotific€1.'io1g Guid.eUnes io 1,/qe Bocwd of Supen·isors 011 o..- before 

l1/.ovember 28, 2011. 

SEC. 57.8. FILM REBATE PROGRAM. 

* * * * 

(b) Definitions. As used in this Section 57.8 , the following terms shall have the 

following meanings: 

'Citv .,means 

"Executive Director" means the Executive Director ofth~ Film Commission or the Executive 

Director's designee. 

"Pre-Produc1ion~111eans the process of customary preparation for phvsical production which 

begins a[ler a qualified film production has received a firm agreement o(financial commitment. In this 

context. "cystomarv preparation " includes. but is not limited lo. activities such as hiring key crew 

members. scouting for locations, building se1s. casting, and estabLishmenJ of a dedicated production 

office. 

"Principal photography" means the time period and phase of film production during 

which the main photography occurs, as distinguished from pre-production and post-production in 

accordance w_ilh the Film Co_mmission 's m_lidelines. 

"Post-Production " means the final activities in a qualified film production's creation including. 

but not limited Lo. ediW1g. folev recording. ADR. scoring. sound editing. negative culling. color 

correction. and sound mixing 

"Qualified film production" means,:. 
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(ll_a feature-length film , documentary feature film, docudrama feature film, 

television film, television pilot, "reality" program.,_ or each episode of a television series or web 

series, regardless of the medium used to create or convey it,,: 

(2) a film production produced bv a film company that ha~ en1ered intQ a u~e contract 

with the City and has a minimum of five principal photographv davs Ln the Citv: 

fll .'ha.' is c:-ec1ted by· a film production &F produced bv a f5}reduc.'ion film company that 

expends at least $jOO.OOO in the Citv. provided that the film company provides receipts. invoices. 

pavroll records. time records, and other documentation of expenditures during pre-production. 

principal photography. film production. and post-production. The Film Commission or its 

representatives mav audit such documentation65 per·cer9.' efthe .'otelpf"incipelph0k>grephy OO),'!i 

e-·clusi .. ely i•1 •¼e City or .. -<.: I_, Hff u ,_ 

(4) a film production produced bv a film companv with a production office Located in 

the Citv. unless the film companv determines that a phvsical production office in the Citv is not needed 

for the film production. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing. "Qualified film production" shall not includedoes nQI 

mean: 

(1) a news or current affairs program, interview or talk program, instructional film 

or program, film or program consisting primarily of stock footage, sporting event or sporting 

program, game show, award ceremony, film or program intended primarily for industrial, 

corporate.,_ or institutional end-users, fundraising film or program, commercials, or music 

videos; or 

(2) a production for which records are required under Title 18 United States 

Code Section 2257, to be maintained with respect to any performer in such production . 

"Qualified low-budget film production" means a qualified film production thatfeati.'t"f! 

Je,1gthjilm, documentaryfi.!Ri, dee!uiramafilm, ~ek't,lisi0r9film, let-e~·isien pile.', "reelity" progr6lm 01· 
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eech e-pisode ofa lekvisf0r9 series or web se~·ies, regcwdl:ess of the medium t1sed .'o ereete or eonve7• it 

Iha-{ is cre-a.'ed 8}' efilm or produc.•ion coffrpany tha.' exper9ds at Joas: 55 peree."'ll o-f .'he 101al princi-pal 

photogrephy· dsys ex.elusively h1 the City and has a total budget of no more than $3,000,000 and 

expends at least $250,000 in the Citv. provided that the film company provides receipts. invoices. 

payroll records. lime records, and other documentation of expenditures during pre-production. 

principal photography. film production. and post-production. The Film Commission or its 

representatives may audit such documentation . "Qualified low-budget film production" shall not 

include: 

(1) a news or current affairs program, interview or talk program, instructional film 

or program, film or program consisting primarily of stock footage, sporting event or sporting 

program, game show, award ceremony, film or program intended primarily for industrial, 

corporate,. or institutional end-users, fundraising film or program, commercials, or music 

videos; or 

(2) a production for which records are required under Title 18 United States 

Code Section 2257, to be maintained with respect to any performer in such production. 

"Qualified production cost," means the following expenses of a qualified low-budget 

film production or a qualified film production i(in accordance with the Film Commission 's 

Kl,lidelines : 

(1) 1l·1y 'a··cs ·,,;t 11 ' 1?C e"ee-pl'0·1 r>·f ~otel o .. sales t,-e.·es pc1id lo •~ City o ·· any of its --' I i :. .. 1., , <, i f I I .,-& i ; 'J > I i .,4 , I i r , ''J I 

eonsWtten.' aeplwfmenis, the pv·0eeeds of which are pieced in the generEII fund: 

(1±) Any moneys paid to the City, or any of its constituent departments Ji.om the 

_film company or under a revenue sharing agreement. for the use of City property, equipment, or 

employees o(her .'J:1an police services es described in Chapre,·· l (}B of this AdminislreN·.1-e Code e,,wept 

85 au,'hori=ed in subsec.•io~1 (5) below; 
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(J~) Any moneys paid to the City, or any of its constituent departments, for the 

use of property leased by the City. or paid to a third-party propertv owner for the use o[properlv 

_for film-related activities including, but not limited to. filming, editing. film production office space, 

and stage space uses located in the Citv. i[no suitable alternative City property is available; 

(14) Any daily use fees charged by the Film Commission, pursuant to Section 

57.5 of the Administrative Code, to engage in film production in the City; and 

(1.J) Police services as described in Chapter 1 OB of this Administrative Code, 

provided 1/:16! such services do nor exceefiffmw police officers per d-ayfar a l0U1:l of 1 J ,¼o!ws ~~'UEJ-dmum 

per deyper officer.;_ 

(5) The hourlv pav or salaries of Citv residents during pre-production through post­

production capped al $100.000 per individual per project; or 

(6) Production-related items. goods, or services purchased or rented from a business 

with a location in the Ci[Y . .-

(c) Rebate Program. 

(1) Allowance of Rebate. A qualified low-budget film production or qualified film 

production that pays qualified production costs shall be entitled to a rebate, to be calculated 

as provided herein, provided that the qualified production provides film skills and training to San 

Francisco residents pursuant to Film Commission guidelines and has entered into a first source 

hiring agreement with the City that demonstrates good faith efforts to hire economically 

disadvantaged individuals referred by the San Francisco Workforce Development System to 

work for the qualified production. Good faith efforts shall include, at a minimum, consulting 

with the First Source Hiring Administration ("FSHA") for the purpose of preparing a list of 

positions for which individuals referred by the City might qualify, providing that list to the FSHA 

at least two weeks prior to the first day of shooting, and documenting efforts to contact and 

interview job candidates referred by the City to fill the positions listed. The film company must 
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provide on-screen credil lo the Citv and promotional materials pursl]ant to Film Comm ission 

S!J:.lidelinev. 

(2) Amount of Rebate. 

[ALAs ofJuly l , 2015, [lhe City shall rebateeay 0ne doUarfor each dbUar 9:f 

allowable production costs lo a the qualified low budget film production or qualified film 

production peid .'n quelifiedp,r·oducti0n costs.provided, however. the total amount of all rebate 

payments to such productions shaLL not le exceed $13,000,000 between Julv I, 2015 and June 30, 

2028b,. p,··ovidedtl1c1.< Stteh The Film Rebate Program shall expire on June 30. 2027, unless extended 

b'J!_Qrdinance. 

(B) AdditionalLv. the total rebate payment for a single production 5hetll may not 

exceed $600,000 $1,000,000, each siwh produc.'ion which mav include up to 10% ofthe first 

iJJ,000,000 offees paid for hourlv pay or salaries and any item or service purchased or renled from a 

business with a location in the Citv and up to 20% of such fees thereafter,· up to 100% offees paid lo a 

Citv department: and a percentage offees paid to a third par!V propertv owner as determined by the 

Film Commission's guidelines. 

flJ_No television series or web series slfflll.may qualify for more than 

$600,0001.000,000 in rebate payments per season. 

il2L The rebates shall be paid from the project account that the Controller has 

set aside for Film Rebate Program funds (the "Film Rebate Project Account"). The rebates 

shall not be paid from funds dedicated under bond or other legal financing covenants. 

Rebates paid under this Section 57.8 shall be paid only to those qualified low budget film 

productions or qualified film productions whose filming commenced on or after January 1, 

2026}1fsy• 20, 2()06. Rebates under the Scene in San Francisco Incentive Program are subject to 

available appropriations and will be paid on a first-come, first-served basis upon submission of all 

required documentation . The reasonable expenses of the Film Commission in connection with 
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administering the Rebate Program and reasonable marketing expenses to promote the 

Rebate Program may be paid out of the Film Rebate Project Account 1. 

(3) Implementation. After holding a public hearing, the Executive Director-tf-lhe 

Film C<Jn·1n1issior1 , in consultation with the Controller, shall promulgate rules and regulations to 

establish the procedures for implementation of the Film Rebate Program. Such rules shall 

include provisions describing the application process, the standards used to evaluate the 

applications, the documentation that will be required to substantiate the amount of the rebate, 

the appeal process, and any such other provisions as deemed necessary and appropriate to 

carry out the Film Rebate Program. 

(d) Authority to Lease .Priw11e Property for Film Company Use. Subject to the 

Controller's certification of funds in the Film Rebate Project Account or other available funding 

source ("Controller's Certification") , the Director of Property of the Depa~-.'mentDivision of Real 

Estate, in consultation with the Executive Director efthe Film Cemmissfot1, shall have the 

authority to lease property and sublease such property to film companies for film-related 

activities including, but not limited toL filming, editing, film production office space, and stage 

space uses ("Film Production Leases") when the Executive Director determines, in 

consultation with the Director of Property, that no suitable alternative City property is 

available. Notwithstanding any other provision of the Municipal Code, including Administrative 

Code Sections 23.26 and 23.31, where a proposed Film Production Lease is for a year-to­

year or shorter tenancy and has received the Controller's Certification under this subsection 

(d) , the Director of Property may enter into such Film Production Lease, including any 

corresponding sublease with a film company subtenant, regardless of whether the monthly 

rent exceeds $15,000, without action of the Board of Supervisors unless otherwise required by 

the--Gity Charter. 
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(e) Annual Reports. The Executive Director shall report annually to the Board of 

Supervisors on the implementation of the Film Rebate Program. The report shall include a list 

of each qualified low budget film production and qualified film production, residency of 

employees, and the total of qualified production costs submitted and paid to each film 

production. The Controller shall perform an annual assessment and review of the effect of the 

Film Rebate Program. Based on such assessment and review, the Controller shall prepare 

and submit an analysis to the Board of Supervisors. The analysis shall be based on criteria 

deemed relevant by the Controller, and may include but is not limited to data contained in the 

annual reports to the Board of Supervisors submitted by the Executive Director <>}the Film 

Commissi0::1 . 

(f) Expiration of Section. The Film Rebate Program shall expire on June 30, 

2028Z, unless extended by ordinance. If the Film Rebate Program is not extended, the City 

Attorney shall is authorized Lo cause this Section to be removed from the Administrative Code. 

Section 2. Chapter 57 of the Administrative Code is hereby amended by adding 

Section 57.10, to read as follows: 

SEC. 57.10. AUTHORIZA TION TO ENTER INTO LICENSING AGREEMENTS FOR 

FILM COMMISSION INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY. 

The Exe~cutive Director mav enter into licensing agreements for the use o(lhe Film SF logo and 

other Film Commission trademarks on merchandise such as but not limited to hats. t-shirts. and coffee 

mugs. The Executive Director may aulhorize the sale of.such merchandise for a rovaltv fee based on 

the industry standard for a particular item. The Executive Director may also enter into such licensing 

agreements in exchange for merchandise to use in the Film Commission 's philanthropic enterprises. 

Supervisors Mandelman; Chan, Walton, Dorsey, Sauter, Sherrill, Chen 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 10 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Section 3. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after 

enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the 

ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board 

of Supervisors overrides the Mayor's veto of the ordinance. 

Section 4. Scope of Ordinance. In enacting this ordinance, the Board of Supervisors 

intends to amend only those words, phrases, paragraphs, subsections, sections, articles, 

numbers, punctuation marks, charts, diagrams, or any other constituent parts of the Municipal 

Code that are explicitly shown in this ordinance as additions, deletions, Board amendment 

additions, and Board amendment deletions in accordance with the "Note" that appears under 

the official title of the ordinance. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DAVID CHIU, City Attorney 

By: /Lauren Curry/ 
LAUREN CURRY 
Deputy City Attorney 
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