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Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors:

I'm writing in regard to File No. 230663, the proposed ordinance to permanently opt San
Francisco out of AB 1416's requirement to show on the ballot a short list of the supporters and
opponents of each local ballot measure.

I have been serving as the Board's appointee to the Elections Commission for the past nine
years, though I'm writing this email as an individual.

I encourage you to at least consider limiting the opt-out in the ordinance to the elections
covered by the proposed budget, which are the 2024 elections. This way, greater voter
transparency can remain the City's baseline requirement, and San Francisco can look for ways
to bridge any budgetary or technical gaps for the next time. This would also let the City see
how the new requirement works for state measures before making any decision on local
measures.

For comparison, an April 19 Mercury News article reported that Santa Clara County, Los
Angeles County, and Orange County have said they plan to remain opted in.

AB 1416 (2021-22) was supported by a long list of good-government groups, including
California Common Cause, the Western Center on Law & Poverty, the League of Women
Voters of California, California Environmental Voters, CALPIRG, and California Clean
Money Campaign, as well as by our own state legislators.

AB 1416's author Assemblymember Santiago acknowledged in the bill analyses that while the
voter guide contains detailed information about the measures, this information isn't necessarily
easy to access:

Although voters can look to the voter information guide to decipher the facts on ballot
measures, this document can be long and confusing for voters to navigate.

For example, in the case of the November 8, 2022 election, the supporters and opponents of
San Francisco's 14 local measures were spread and interspersed across 130 pages of San
Francisco's 256-page booklet (pp. 63 - 192).

For your convenience, I'm attaching a 1-page mock-up that Director Arntz included in his
slide presentation to the Board's Budget and Appropriations Committee on June 14, as I don't
think this slide was posted online. It illustrates how ballot measures might look on the ballot
with and without opting out.



Thank you.

Sincerely,
Chris Jerdonek

[1] AB-1416 (2021-22):
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1416

[2] 4/19/2023 Mercury News article: https://www.mercurynews.com/2023/04/19/contra-costa-
will-not-list-supporters-and-opponents-on-election-ballots/
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From: aeboken <aeboken@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 13, 2023 10:38 PM
To: BOS-Supervisors <bos-supervisors@sfgov.org>; BOS-Legislative Aides <bos-
legislative_aides@sfgov.org>
Subject: OPPOSING Budget and Appropriations Committee Agenda Item #8 [Municipal Elections
Code - Supporters and Opponents in Ballot Questions for Local Measures] File #230663
 

 

 
TO: Budget and Appropriations Committee members and Board of Supervisors members 
 
 
I am opposing the Mayor's legislation to opt out of AB1416 (Santiago) (2021 - 2022).
 
 
Eileen Boken, 
President 
 
Sunset-Parkside Education and Action Committee (SPEAK)*
 
*For identification purposes only. 
 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone
 


