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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO: Chief Derrick Lew, Police Chief, Police Department 
Sgt. Youngblood, Police Commission 

 
FROM: Victor Young, Assistant Clerk  

 
DATE:  March 23, 2026 

 
SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

The Board of Supervisors’ Rules Committee received the following proposed 
Ordinance: 

 
File No. 260288 
 
Resolution affirming the importance of keeping the independent civilian oversight 
of the San Francisco Police Commission. 
 

If you have comments or reports to be included with the file, please forward them to 
Victor Young at the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. 
Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 94102 or by email at: victor.young@sfgov.org. 
 
(attachment) 
 

c.  Steven Lopez, Police Department 
 Carl Nicita, Police Department 
 Giannina Miranda, Police Department 
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[Affirming the Importance of Independent Civilian Oversight of the San Francisco Police 
Commission] 

Resolution affirming the importance of keeping the independent civilian oversight of 

the San Francisco Police Commission. 

 

WHEREAS, In November 2024, San Francisco voters adopted Proposition E, directing 

the creation of a body to evaluate the City’s boards and commissions and recommend 

structural reforms intended to improve coordination and governmental efficiency; and 

WHEREAS, The Streamlining Task Force was convened to assess more than one 

hundred fifty advisory and decision-making entities and propose consolidation, modification, 

or elimination where appropriate; and 

WHEREAS, The Task Force’s final report includes recommendations that would 

significantly alter the governance structure of the San Francisco Police Commission; and 

WHEREAS, Among the proposed changes are transferring exclusive authority to 

appoint and remove the Chief of Police to the Mayor, relocating primary disciplinary authority 

over sworn officers to the Chief, allowing removal of commissioners by elected officials, and 

limiting the Commission’s role in confirming mayoral appointments; and 

WHEREAS, Concentrating authority over leadership and discipline within a single 

executive office would fundamentally change the current model of shared governance and 

civilian review; and 

WHEREAS, Independent civilian oversight in San Francisco has often been 

strengthened in response to critical incidents involving loss of life caused by law enforcement 

and community demands for accountability; and 

WHEREAS, On March 21, 2014, Alex Nieto, a 28-year-old security guard and City 

College student, was eating a burrito in Bernal Heights Park while carrying a licensed Taser 
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when police officers responded to a 911 call reporting a man with a gun; officers fired multiple 

shots, killing Mr. Nieto, and the incident prompted public debate about threat assessment, 

racial bias, and whether de-escalation alternatives were sufficiently pursued; and 

WHEREAS, On February 26, 2015, Amilcar Perez-Lopez, a 20-year-old immigrant from 

Guatemala, was shot by San Francisco police officers in the Mission District after officers 

reported that he displayed a knife; community members raised concerns regarding language 

barriers, mental health considerations, and transparency in the investigative process, leading 

to demonstrations and calls for improved oversight; and 

WHEREAS, On December 2, 2015, Mario Woods was shot by San Francisco police 

officers in the Bayview District following a report that he had allegedly stabbed a person and 

was armed with a knife; cell phone video of the encounter showed multiple officers firing at 

Mr. Woods as he stood near a light pole, and the footage fueled widespread public protests, a 

hunger strike at City Hall, and federal review of San Francisco Police Department (SFPD) 

policies; and 

WHEREAS, On April 7, 2016, Luis Gongora Pat, a 45-year-old homeless man, was 

shot and killed in the Mission District after officers responded to a report of a man armed with 

a knife; the shooting intensified community concern regarding interactions between police and 

unhoused residents and the adequacy of de-escalation efforts; and 

WHEREAS, These San Francisco incidents collectively contributed to substantial 

reforms, including strengthened de-escalation standards, revised use-of-force policies 

emphasizing proportionality and necessity, expanded crisis intervention training, and 

enhanced transparency requirements adopted under the authority of civilian oversight bodies; 

and 

WHEREAS, On May 25, 2020, George Floyd died after a Minneapolis police officer 

knelt on his neck for more than nine minutes during an arrest for an alleged counterfeit bill, an 
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event captured on video and widely disseminated, prompting global protests and renewed 

scrutiny of police accountability structures across the United States; and 

WHEREAS, On March 13, 2020, Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-old emergency medical 

technician, was fatally shot during the execution of a late-night search warrant at her 

Louisville, Kentucky apartment; Ms. Taylor was not the primary target of the underlying 

narcotics investigation, and the circumstances surrounding the warrant’s execution intensified 

national concern regarding no-knock entries, proportional use of force, and the need for 

independent review of officer-involved shootings; and 

WHEREAS, On January 7, 2023, Tyre Nichols died after a violent encounter with 

Memphis police officers during a traffic stop; video footage released by authorities led to 

nationwide demonstrations and reinforced calls for stronger accountability systems and 

independent review of officer misconduct; and 

WHEREAS, Nationally recognized principles of effective civilian police oversight 

emphasize independence, transparency, accessibility to the public, and insulation from 

political interference as essential components of credible accountability systems; and 

WHEREAS, The Police Commission has, over many years, exercised independent 

oversight authority granted by the voters, including the adoption of forward-looking policies on 

de-escalation, use-of-force standards, body-worn camera implementation, and other 

accountability reforms that have influenced policing practices beyond San Francisco; and 

WHEREAS, Broad concern has been expressed by community members, legal 

advocates, labor representatives, and former public officials that the proposed restructuring 

could diminish transparency, weaken checks and balances, and reduce public confidence in 

disciplinary processes; and 
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WHEREAS, Government efficiency, while important, must not come at the expense of 

public trust, constitutional safeguards, or community participation in matters of public safety; 

now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors affirms the importance of maintaining a 

structurally independent Police Commission with meaningful authority over policy, leadership 

oversight, and disciplinary review; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Board of Supervisors opposes any 

proposal that would substantially curtail the Police Commission’s autonomy or transfer its core 

oversight functions in a manner that undermines civilian accountability; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That any reform affecting police governance shall proceed 

only through a transparent public process that includes expert consultation, stakeholder 

engagement, and full consideration of the long-term implications for community trust and 

public safety. 

 



Introduction Form 
(by a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor) 

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): 

☐ 1. For reference to Committee (Ordinance, Resolution, Motion or Charter Amendment) 

☐ 2. Request for next printed agenda (For Adoption Without Committee Reference) 
(Routine, non-controversial and/or commendatory matters only) 

☐ 3. Request for Hearing on a subject matter at Committee 

☐ 4. Request for Letter beginning with “Supervisor  inquires…” 

☐ 5. City Attorney Request 

☐ 6. Call File No.  from Committee. 

☐ 7. Budget and Legislative Analyst Request (attached written Motion) 

☐ 8. Substitute Legislation File No. 

☐ 9. Reactivate File No. 

☐ 10. Topic submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the Board on

The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following (please check all appropriate boxes): 

☐ Small Business Commission ☐ Youth Commission ☐ Ethics Commission

☐ Planning Commission   ☐  Building Inspection Commission   ☐ Human Resources Department

General Plan Referral sent to the Planning Department (proposed legislation subject to Charter 4.105 & Admin 2A.53): 

☐ Yes ☐ No

(Note: For Imperative Agenda items (a Resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Agenda Form.) 
Sponsor(s): 

Subject: 

Long Title or text listed: 

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: 

(Time Stamp or Meeting Date) 



From: Gee, Natalie (BOS)
To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Cc: Walton, Shamann (BOS); Ferrigno, Jennifer (BOS); Prager, Jackie (BOS)
Subject: [D10] Walton - Introduction - Reso on Independent Oversight of Police Commission
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2026 2:31:02 PM
Attachments: Walton - Introduction Form - Independent Oversight.pdf

Walton - Reso - Independent Police Commission.doc

Good afternoon Clerk Team,
 
Attached is Supervisor Walton’s introduction and resolution for independent oversight of the
police commission. We confirm that this matter is routine and not contentious in nature, and of
no special interest and we are requesting this item to be heard on the For Adoption Without
Committee Reference Agenda.
 
Looping in my colleagues to confirm for Supervisor Fielder and Chen.
 
Thank you,
Natalie
 
Natalie Gee 朱凱勤, Legislative Aide
Supervisor Shamann Walton, District 10
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Pl, San Francisco | Room 279
Direct: 415.554.7672 | Office: 415.554.7670
District 10 Community Events Calendar: https://bit.ly/d10communityevents
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Introduction Form 
(by a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor) 


I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): 


☐ 1. For reference to Committee (Ordinance, Resolution, Motion or Charter Amendment) 


☐ 2. Request for next printed agenda (For Adoption Without Committee Reference) 
(Routine, non-controversial and/or commendatory matters only) 


☐ 3. Request for Hearing on a subject matter at Committee 


☐ 4. Request for Letter beginning with “Supervisor  inquires…” 


☐ 5. City Attorney Request 


☐ 6. Call File No.  from Committee. 


☐ 7. Budget and Legislative Analyst Request (attached written Motion) 


☐ 8. Substitute Legislation File No. 


☐ 9. Reactivate File No. 


☐ 10. Topic submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the Board on


The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following (please check all appropriate boxes): 


☐ Small Business Commission ☐ Youth Commission ☐ Ethics Commission


☐ Planning Commission   ☐  Building Inspection Commission   ☐ Human Resources Department


General Plan Referral sent to the Planning Department (proposed legislation subject to Charter 4.105 & Admin 2A.53): 


☐ Yes ☐ No


(Note: For Imperative Agenda items (a Resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Agenda Form.) 
Sponsor(s): 


Subject: 


Long Title or text listed: 


Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: 


(Time Stamp or Meeting Date) 





		undefined: 

		Small Business Commission: Off

		Youth Commission: Off

		Ethics Commission: Off

		Planning Commission: Off

		Building Inspection Commission: Off

		Human Resources Department: Off

		General Plan Referral sent to the Planning Department proposed legislation subject to Charter 4105  Admin 2A53: Off

		Sponsors: Walton, Fielder, Chen

		Subject: Independent Civilian Oversight of the San Francisco Police Commission

		Long Title or text listed: [Resolution urging to keep the independent civilian oversight of the San Francisco Police Commission.]

		Text1: 

		Group2: Choice2

		Text3: 

		Text4: 

		Text5: 

		Text6: 

		Text7: /s/ Shamann Walton






FILE NO.
RESOLUTION NO. 


[[Note: This text message is hidden and will not print.
DO NOT DELETE the "Section Break (Continuous)" at Line 3 or you will lose header/footer/side numbers!!]]



[Independent Civilian Oversight of the San Francisco Police Commission]


Resolution urging to keep the independent civilian oversight of the San Francisco Police Commission.


WHEREAS, In November 2024, San Francisco voters adopted Proposition E, directing the creation of a body to evaluate the City’s boards and commissions and recommend structural reforms intended to improve coordination and governmental efficiency; and


WHEREAS, The Streamlining Task Force was convened to assess more than one hundred fifty advisory and decision-making entities and propose consolidation, modification, or elimination where appropriate; and


WHEREAS, The Task Force’s final report includes recommendations that would significantly alter the governance structure of the San Francisco Police Commission; and


WHEREAS, Among the proposed changes are transferring exclusive authority to appoint and remove the Chief of Police to the Mayor, relocating primary disciplinary authority over sworn officers to the Chief, allowing removal of commissioners by elected officials, and limiting the Commission’s role in confirming mayoral appointments; and


WHEREAS, Concentrating authority over leadership and discipline within a single executive office would fundamentally change the current model of shared governance and civilian review; and


WHEREAS, Independent civilian oversight in San Francisco has often been strengthened in response to critical incidents involving loss of life caused by law enforcement and community demands for accountability; and


WHEREAS, On March 21, 2014, Alex Nieto, a 28-year-old security guard and City College student, was eating a burrito in Bernal Heights Park while carrying a licensed Taser when police officers responded to a 911 call reporting a man with a gun; officers fired multiple shots, killing Mr. Nieto, and the incident prompted public debate about threat assessment, racial bias, and whether de-escalation alternatives were sufficiently pursued; and

WHEREAS, On February 26, 2015, Amilcar Perez-Lopez, a 20-year-old immigrant from Guatemala, was shot by San Francisco police officers in the Mission District after officers reported that he displayed a knife; community members raised concerns regarding language barriers, mental health considerations, and transparency in the investigative process, leading to demonstrations and calls for improved oversight; and


WHEREAS, On December 2, 2015, Mario Woods was shot by San Francisco police officers in the Bayview District following a report that he had allegedly stabbed a person and was armed with a knife; cell phone video of the encounter showed multiple officers firing at Mr. Woods as he stood near a light pole, and the footage fueled widespread public protests, a hunger strike at City Hall, and federal review of SFPD policies; and


WHEREAS, On April 7, 2016, Luis Gongora Pat, a 45-year-old homeless man, was shot and killed in the Mission District after officers responded to a report of a man armed with a knife; the shooting intensified community concern regarding interactions between police and unhoused residents and the adequacy of de-escalation efforts; and


WHEREAS, These San Francisco incidents collectively contributed to substantial reforms, including strengthened de-escalation standards, revised use-of-force policies emphasizing proportionality and necessity, expanded crisis intervention training, and enhanced transparency requirements adopted under the authority of civilian oversight bodies; and


WHEREAS, On May 25, 2020, George Floyd died after a Minneapolis police officer knelt on his neck for more than nine minutes during an arrest for an alleged counterfeit bill, an event captured on video and widely disseminated, prompting global protests and renewed scrutiny of police accountability structures across the United States; and


WHEREAS, On March 13, 2020, Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-old emergency medical technician, was fatally shot during the execution of a late-night search warrant at her Louisville, Kentucky apartment; Ms. Taylor was not the primary target of the underlying narcotics investigation, and the circumstances surrounding the warrant’s execution intensified national concern regarding no-knock entries, proportional use of force, and the need for independent review of officer-involved shootings; and


WHEREAS, On January 7, 2023, Tyre Nichols died after a violent encounter with Memphis police officers during a traffic stop; video footage released by authorities led to nationwide demonstrations and reinforced calls for stronger accountability systems and independent review of officer misconduct; and


WHEREAS, Nationally recognized principles of effective civilian police oversight emphasize independence, transparency, accessibility to the public, and insulation from political interference as essential components of credible accountability systems; and


WHEREAS, The Police Commission has, over many years, exercised independent oversight authority granted by the voters, including the adoption of forward-looking policies on de-escalation, use-of-force standards, body-worn camera implementation, and other accountability reforms that have influenced policing practices beyond San Francisco; and


WHEREAS, Broad concern has been expressed by community members, legal advocates, labor representatives, and former public officials that the proposed restructuring could diminish transparency, weaken checks and balances, and reduce public confidence in disciplinary processes; and


WHEREAS, Government efficiency, while important, must not come at the expense of public trust, constitutional safeguards, or community participation in matters of public safety; now, therefore, be it


RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors affirms the importance of maintaining a structurally independent Police Commission with meaningful authority over policy, leadership oversight, and disciplinary review; and, be it


FURTHER RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Board of Supervisors opposes any proposal that would substantially curtail the Police Commission’s autonomy or transfer its core oversight functions in a manner that undermines civilian accountability; and, be it


FURTHER RESOLVED, That any reform affecting police governance shall proceed only through a transparent public process that includes expert consultation, stakeholder engagement, and full consideration of the long-term implications for community trust and public safety.
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From: Marie, Sophie (BOS)
To: BOS Legislation, (BOS); Mandelman, Rafael (BOS)
Cc: Mathewson, Melanie (BOS); Huang, Grace (BOS); Bejoy, Renil (BOS); RUSSI, BRAD (CAT); Calvillo, Angela

(BOS); Somera, Alisa (BOS); Mchugh, Eileen (BOS); Hickey, Jacqueline (BOS)
Subject: Re: Draft Legislation Introduced - March 17, 2026
Date: Thursday, March 19, 2026 9:30:43 AM

Good morning Arthur,

Can you please move the following files off of the FAWCR and assign them to the
following committees?

File 260284: Urging MOHCD and SFMTA to Prioritize Affordable Housing
Commitments at
the Potrero Yard Modernization Project

To be assigned to the Land Use and Transportation Committee
File 260288: Urging Independent Civilian Oversight of the San Francisco Police
Commission

To be assigned to the Rules Committee

Everything else looks good. Thank you!

Best,
Sophie Marie
Legislative Aide
Office of Board President Mandelman, District 8
415-554-6987
 

From: BOS Legislation, (BOS) <bos.legislation@sfgov.org>
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2026 7:42 PM
To: Mandelman, Rafael (BOS) <rafael.mandelman@sfgov.org>
Cc: Mathewson, Melanie (BOS) <melanie.mathewson@sfgov.org>; Marie, Sophie (BOS)
<sophie.marie@sfgov.org>; Huang, Grace (BOS) <Grace.ly.Huang@sfgov.org>; Bejoy, Renil (BOS)
<renil.bejoy@sfgov.org>; RUSSI, BRAD (CAT) <Brad.Russi@sfcityatty.org>; Calvillo, Angela (BOS)
<angela.calvillo@sfgov.org>; Somera, Alisa (BOS) <alisa.somera@sfgov.org>; Mchugh, Eileen (BOS)
<eileen.e.mchugh@sfgov.org>; Hickey, Jacqueline (BOS) <jacqueline.hickey@sfgov.org>; BOS
Legislation, (BOS) <bos.legislation@sfgov.org>
Subject: Draft Legislation Introduced - March 17, 2026
 
 
Hello President Mandelman,

 

mailto:sophie.marie@sfgov.org
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mailto:angela.calvillo@sfgov.org
mailto:alisa.somera@sfgov.org
mailto:eileen.e.mchugh@sfgov.org
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Attached is the Draft Legislation Introduced for March 17, 2026, for your review and approval. No
matters were requested for a particular committee this week.

 
Please provide your changes, if any, by 10:00 a.m., on Thursday, March 19, 2026. Thank you.

 
 
Regards,

 
Arthur Khoo
Office of the Clerk of the Board
San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, CA 94102
(415) 554-4447 | (415) 554-5163
arthur.khoo@sfgov.org | www.sfbos.org

 
Disclosures: Personal information that is provided in communications to the Board of Supervisors is subject to
disclosure under the California Public Records Act and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. Personal information
provided will not be redacted.  Members of the public are not required to provide personal identifying information
when they communicate with the Board of Supervisors and its committees. All written or oral communications that
members of the public submit to the Clerk's Office regarding pending legislation or hearings will be made available to
all members of the public for inspection and copying. The Clerk's Office does not redact any information from these
submissions. This means that personal information—including names, phone numbers, addresses and similar
information that a member of the public elects to submit to the Board and its committees—may appear on the Board
of Supervisors website or in other public documents that members of the public may inspect or copy.
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From: Prager, Jackie (BOS)
To: Gee, Natalie (BOS); BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: Re: [D10] Walton - Introduction - Reso on Independent Oversight of Police Commission
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2026 2:40:13 PM

Confirming for Supervisor Chen.

Get Outlook for Android

From: Gee, Natalie (BOS) <natalie.gee@sfgov.org>
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2026 2:31:00 PM
To: BOS Legislation, (BOS) <bos.legislation@sfgov.org>
Cc: Walton, Shamann (BOS) <shamann.walton@sfgov.org>; Ferrigno, Jennifer (BOS)
<jennifer.ferrigno@sfgov.org>; Prager, Jackie (BOS) <jackie.prager@sfgov.org>
Subject: [D10] Walton - Introduction - Reso on Independent Oversight of Police Commission
 
Good afternoon Clerk Team,
 
Attached is Supervisor Walton’s introduction and resolution for independent oversight of the
police commission. We confirm that this matter is routine and not contentious in nature, and of
no special interest and we are requesting this item to be heard on the For Adoption Without
Committee Reference Agenda.
 
Looping in my colleagues to confirm for Supervisor Fielder and Chen.
 
Thank you,
Natalie
 
Natalie Gee 朱凱勤, Legislative Aide
Supervisor Shamann Walton, District 10
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Pl, San Francisco | Room 279
Direct: 415.554.7672 | Office: 415.554.7670
District 10 Community Events Calendar: https://bit.ly/d10communityevents
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From: Ferrigno, Jennifer (BOS)
To: Gee, Natalie (BOS); BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Cc: Walton, Shamann (BOS); Prager, Jackie (BOS)
Subject: Re: [D10] Walton - Introduction - Reso on Independent Oversight of Police Commission
Date: Tuesday, March 17, 2026 3:01:57 PM

Confirming for Supervisor Fielder!

Take care,

Jen

…………………………………………………
Jennifer Ferrigno, Legislative Aide
San Francisco District 9 | Supervisor Jackie Fielder
jennifer.ferrigno@sfgov.org | c. 415.307.0232
(she/her/ella)

From: Gee, Natalie (BOS) <natalie.gee@sfgov.org>
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2026 2:31 PM
To: BOS Legislation, (BOS) <bos.legislation@sfgov.org>
Cc: Walton, Shamann (BOS) <shamann.walton@sfgov.org>; Ferrigno, Jennifer (BOS)
<jennifer.ferrigno@sfgov.org>; Prager, Jackie (BOS) <jackie.prager@sfgov.org>
Subject: [D10] Walton - Introduction - Reso on Independent Oversight of Police Commission
 
Good afternoon Clerk Team,
 
Attached is Supervisor Walton’s introduction and resolution for independent oversight of the
police commission. We confirm that this matter is routine and not contentious in nature, and of
no special interest and we are requesting this item to be heard on the For Adoption Without
Committee Reference Agenda.
 
Looping in my colleagues to confirm for Supervisor Fielder and Chen.
 
Thank you,
Natalie
 
Natalie Gee 朱凱勤, Legislative Aide
Supervisor Shamann Walton, District 10
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Pl, San Francisco | Room 279
Direct: 415.554.7672 | Office: 415.554.7670
District 10 Community Events Calendar: https://bit.ly/d10communityevents
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From: Gee, Natalie (BOS)
To: BOS Legislation, (BOS); Ferrigno, Jennifer (BOS)
Cc: Walton, Shamann (BOS); Prager, Jackie (BOS)
Subject: Re: [D10] Walton - Introduction - Reso on Independent Oversight of Police Commission
Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2026 11:47:00 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Thank you Jocelyn. We are good with these clerical updates. 

Natalie Gee 朱凱勤, Legislative Aide
Supervisor Shamann Walton, District 10
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Pl, San Francisco | Room 279
Direct: 415.554.7672 | Office: 415.554.7670
District 10 Community Events Calendar: https://bit.ly/d10communityevents

From: BOS Legislation, (BOS) <bos.legislation@sfgov.org>
Date: Wednesday, March 18, 2026 at 10:52 AM
To: BOS Legislation, (BOS) <bos.legislation@sfgov.org>, Ferrigno, Jennifer (BOS)
<jennifer.ferrigno@sfgov.org>, Gee, Natalie (BOS) <natalie.gee@sfgov.org>
Cc: Walton, Shamann (BOS) <shamann.walton@sfgov.org>, Prager, Jackie (BOS)
<jackie.prager@sfgov.org>
Subject: RE: [D10] Walton - Introduction - Reso on Independent Oversight of Police
Commission

Apologies. Found Jackie’s confirmation for Supervisor Chen. Please see attached for clerical
updates and added co-sponsorship. Thank you.
 
Best regards,
Jocelyn Wong
Legislative Clerk
San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, CA 94102
T: 415.554.7702 | F: 415.554.5163
jocelyn.wong@sfgov.org  |  www.sfbos.org
 

    Click here to complete a Board of Supervisors Customer Service Satisfaction form

The Legislative Research Center provides 24-hour access to Board of Supervisors legislation, and archived matters since August 1998.

 
Disclosures: Personal information that is provided in communications to the Board of Supervisors is subject to disclosure under the
California Public Records Act and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. Personal information provided will not be redacted.  Members of
the public are not required to provide personal identifying information when they communicate with the Board of Supervisors and its
committees. All written or oral communications that members of the public submit to the Clerk's Office regarding pending legislation or
hearings will be made available to all members of the public for inspection and copying. The Clerk's Office does not redact any information
from these submissions. This means that personal information—including names, phone numbers, addresses and similar information that
a member of the public elects to submit to the Board and its committees—may appear on the Board of Supervisors' website or in other
public documents that members of the public may inspect or copy.
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From: BOS Legislation, (BOS) <bos.legislation@sfgov.org>
Sent: Wednesday, March 18, 2026 9:42 AM
To: Ferrigno, Jennifer (BOS) <jennifer.ferrigno@sfgov.org>; Gee, Natalie (BOS)
<natalie.gee@sfgov.org>; BOS Legislation, (BOS) <bos.legislation@sfgov.org>
Cc: Walton, Shamann (BOS) <shamann.walton@sfgov.org>; Prager, Jackie (BOS)
<jackie.prager@sfgov.org>
Subject: RE: [D10] Walton - Introduction - Reso on Independent Oversight of Police Commission
 
Hi Natalie,
 
Please review the clerical edits made to the Resolution and confirm if these edits are
acceptable. We are also seeking the confirmation from Supervisor Chen’s office to process
the co-sponsorship. Thank you.
 
Best regards,
Jocelyn Wong
Legislative Clerk
San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, CA 94102
T: 415.554.7702 | F: 415.554.5163
jocelyn.wong@sfgov.org  |  www.sfbos.org
 

    Click here to complete a Board of Supervisors Customer Service Satisfaction form

The Legislative Research Center provides 24-hour access to Board of Supervisors legislation, and archived matters since August 1998.

 
Disclosures: Personal information that is provided in communications to the Board of Supervisors is subject to disclosure under the
California Public Records Act and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. Personal information provided will not be redacted.  Members of
the public are not required to provide personal identifying information when they communicate with the Board of Supervisors and its
committees. All written or oral communications that members of the public submit to the Clerk's Office regarding pending legislation or
hearings will be made available to all members of the public for inspection and copying. The Clerk's Office does not redact any information
from these submissions. This means that personal information—including names, phone numbers, addresses and similar information that
a member of the public elects to submit to the Board and its committees—may appear on the Board of Supervisors' website or in other
public documents that members of the public may inspect or copy.

 
 

From: Ferrigno, Jennifer (BOS) <jennifer.ferrigno@sfgov.org>
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2026 3:02 PM
To: Gee, Natalie (BOS) <natalie.gee@sfgov.org>; BOS Legislation, (BOS) <bos.legislation@sfgov.org>
Cc: Walton, Shamann (BOS) <shamann.walton@sfgov.org>; Prager, Jackie (BOS)
<jackie.prager@sfgov.org>
Subject: Re: [D10] Walton - Introduction - Reso on Independent Oversight of Police Commission
 
Confirming for Supervisor Fielder!
 

Take care,
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Jen

 

…………………………………………………

Jennifer Ferrigno, Legislative Aide

San Francisco District 9 | Supervisor Jackie Fielder

jennifer.ferrigno@sfgov.org | c. 415.307.0232

(she/her/ella)

From: Gee, Natalie (BOS) <natalie.gee@sfgov.org>
Sent: Tuesday, March 17, 2026 2:31 PM
To: BOS Legislation, (BOS) <bos.legislation@sfgov.org>
Cc: Walton, Shamann (BOS) <shamann.walton@sfgov.org>; Ferrigno, Jennifer (BOS)
<jennifer.ferrigno@sfgov.org>; Prager, Jackie (BOS) <jackie.prager@sfgov.org>
Subject: [D10] Walton - Introduction - Reso on Independent Oversight of Police Commission
 
Good afternoon Clerk Team,
 
Attached is Supervisor Walton’s introduction and resolution for independent oversight of the
police commission. We confirm that this matter is routine and not contentious in nature, and of
no special interest and we are requesting this item to be heard on the For Adoption Without
Committee Reference Agenda.
 
Looping in my colleagues to confirm for Supervisor Fielder and Chen.
 
Thank you,
Natalie
 
Natalie Gee 朱凱勤, Legislative Aide
Supervisor Shamann Walton, District 10
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Pl, San Francisco | Room 279
Direct: 415.554.7672 | Office: 415.554.7670
District 10 Community Events Calendar: https://bit.ly/d10communityevents
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[Urging Affirming the Importance of Independent Civilian Oversight of the San Francisco 
Police Commission] 
 

Resolution urging toaffirming the importance of keeping the independent civilian 

oversight of the San Francisco Police Commission. 

 

WHEREAS, In November 2024, San Francisco voters adopted Proposition E, directing 

the creation of a body to evaluate the City’s boards and commissions and recommend 

structural reforms intended to improve coordination and governmental efficiency; and 

WHEREAS, The Streamlining Task Force was convened to assess more than one 

hundred fifty advisory and decision-making entities and propose consolidation, modification, 

or elimination where appropriate; and 

WHEREAS, The Task Force’s final report includes recommendations that would 

significantly alter the governance structure of the San Francisco Police Commission; and 

WHEREAS, Among the proposed changes are transferring exclusive authority to 

appoint and remove the Chief of Police to the Mayor, relocating primary disciplinary authority 

over sworn officers to the Chief, allowing removal of commissioners by elected officials, and 

limiting the Commission’s role in confirming mayoral appointments; and 

WHEREAS, Concentrating authority over leadership and discipline within a single 

executive office would fundamentally change the current model of shared governance and 

civilian review; and 

WHEREAS, Independent civilian oversight in San Francisco has often been 

strengthened in response to critical incidents involving loss of life caused by law enforcement 

and community demands for accountability; and 
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WHEREAS, On March 21, 2014, Alex Nieto, a 28-year-old security guard and City 

College student, was eating a burrito in Bernal Heights Park while carrying a licensed Taser 

when police officers responded to a 911 call reporting a man with a gun; officers fired multiple 

shots, killing Mr. Nieto, and the incident prompted public debate about threat assessment, 

racial bias, and whether de-escalation alternatives were sufficiently pursued; and 

WHEREAS, On February 26, 2015, Amilcar Perez-Lopez, a 20-year-old immigrant from 

Guatemala, was shot by San Francisco police officers in the Mission District after officers 

reported that he displayed a knife; community members raised concerns regarding language 

barriers, mental health considerations, and transparency in the investigative process, leading 

to demonstrations and calls for improved oversight; and 

WHEREAS, On December 2, 2015, Mario Woods was shot by San Francisco police 

officers in the Bayview District following a report that he had allegedly stabbed a person and 

was armed with a knife; cell phone video of the encounter showed multiple officers firing at 

Mr. Woods as he stood near a light pole, and the footage fueled widespread public protests, a 

hunger strike at City Hall, and federal review of San Francisco Police Department (SFPD) 

policies; and 

WHEREAS, On April 7, 2016, Luis Gongora Pat, a 45-year-old homeless man, was 

shot and killed in the Mission District after officers responded to a report of a man armed with 

a knife; the shooting intensified community concern regarding interactions between police and 

unhoused residents and the adequacy of de-escalation efforts; and 

WHEREAS, These San Francisco incidents collectively contributed to substantial 

reforms, including strengthened de-escalation standards, revised use-of-force policies 

emphasizing proportionality and necessity, expanded crisis intervention training, and 

enhanced transparency requirements adopted under the authority of civilian oversight bodies; 

and 
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WHEREAS, On May 25, 2020, George Floyd died after a Minneapolis police officer 

knelt on his neck for more than nine minutes during an arrest for an alleged counterfeit bill, an 

event captured on video and widely disseminated, prompting global protests and renewed 

scrutiny of police accountability structures across the United States; and 

WHEREAS, On March 13, 2020, Breonna Taylor, a 26-year-old emergency medical 

technician, was fatally shot during the execution of a late-night search warrant at her 

Louisville, Kentucky apartment; Ms. Taylor was not the primary target of the underlying 

narcotics investigation, and the circumstances surrounding the warrant’s execution intensified 

national concern regarding no-knock entries, proportional use of force, and the need for 

independent review of officer-involved shootings; and 

WHEREAS, On January 7, 2023, Tyre Nichols died after a violent encounter with 

Memphis police officers during a traffic stop; video footage released by authorities led to 

nationwide demonstrations and reinforced calls for stronger accountability systems and 

independent review of officer misconduct; and 

WHEREAS, Nationally recognized principles of effective civilian police oversight 

emphasize independence, transparency, accessibility to the public, and insulation from 

political interference as essential components of credible accountability systems; and 

WHEREAS, The Police Commission has, over many years, exercised independent 

oversight authority granted by the voters, including the adoption of forward-looking policies on 

de-escalation, use-of-force standards, body-worn camera implementation, and other 

accountability reforms that have influenced policing practices beyond San Francisco; and 

WHEREAS, Broad concern has been expressed by community members, legal 

advocates, labor representatives, and former public officials that the proposed restructuring 

could diminish transparency, weaken checks and balances, and reduce public confidence in 

disciplinary processes; and 
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WHEREAS, Government efficiency, while important, must not come at the expense of 

public trust, constitutional safeguards, or community participation in matters of public safety; 

now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors affirms the importance of maintaining a 

structurally independent Police Commission with meaningful authority over policy, leadership 

oversight, and disciplinary review; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Board of Supervisors opposes any 

proposal that would substantially curtail the Police Commission’s autonomy or transfer its core 

oversight functions in a manner that undermines civilian accountability; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That any reform affecting police governance shall proceed 

only through a transparent public process that includes expert consultation, stakeholder 

engagement, and full consideration of the long-term implications for community trust and 

public safety. 
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