
1

Vis Valley Partners
Project Appeal Presentation



Today’s Speakers

Gaynor Siataga
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Representing Vis Valley & SF

11 community leaders

10+ grassroots organizations

35+ Social Equity Applicants

 1k+ residents in the community

5,000+ yrs  of incarceration by 
the “War On Drugs” (collectively)

Joseph Reiss



project history  
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2016-17

Project Start  

0% 
Community 
Ownership

$0 
Social Equity 
Contribution

2020

Re-Application as Equity 
Incubator

0% 
Community 
Ownership

$160k  
Social Equity 

Incubation Plan

2021

Planning Hearing

30% 
Community 
ownership 

 
$160k  

Social Equity 
Incubation Plan

Workforce 
Development Training

2021

Board Appeal

Path to 100%  
ownership for the 

community 

$160k  
SE Incubation Plan

Workforce 
Development Program



➔ We have a path to 100% new ownership in a business for 11 individuals, all of which are
◆ Community leaders
◆ From San Francisco
◆ Minorities
◆ Verified Equity Applicants

➔ Residents in the neighborhood for over 100 years (collectively)

➔ Created 10+ local grassroots organizations 

➔ Secured over 10,000 jobs for residents 

➔ Represents wide cultural diversity in ownership

➔ Over 150 years of community service collectively

Local Ownership & Representation



Timeline & Milestones Planning Commission Decision to Deny

5

4 AYES : Chan, Fung, Imperial, Moore
3 NAYS: Tanner, Diamond, Koppel

“The Project is, on balance, not consistent 
with the following Objectives and Policies of 

the General Plan”

“The Commission hereby finds that approval 
of the Conditional Use Authorization would 

not promote the health, safety and welfare of 
the City”



Timeline & Milestones Findings - 9. General Plan Compliance
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Over $160k in funds are being provided for 
Social Equity Incubation & community benefits

Our plan is to employ 10 - 15 Individuals from 
the  community

Our plan is to generate capacity and train 10 - 
15 Individuals per year for cannabis careers 

We are launching the first hands on paid 
cannabis retail internship program in SF 



Timeline & Milestones 
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Findings - 9. General Plan Compliance



Timeline & Milestones 
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“it would create an undue 
concentration of cannabis retail uses 

on the subject block, limiting the 
availability of commercial space for 

store’s & services which primarily 
serve the need of nearby residents”

Findings - 9. General Plan Compliance

“However no district should include 
so many specialty stores that space is 

not available for businesses which 
serve the needs of nearby residents ”



“However no district should include so many specialty stores that space is not 
available for businesses which serve the needs of nearby residents ”

Findings - 9. General Plan Compliance



Timeline & Milestones 

Examples of Current SF Cannabis retail stores with concentration within 600’
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Outer Mission

“It would create an undue concentration of 
cannabis retail uses on the subject block”

Bernal HeightsMission SoMa

Findings - 9. General Plan Compliance



Timeline & Milestones 
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Neighborhood Population 
Current 
Retail 

Vis Valley 42,418 2

Excelsior 84,707 0

Crocker 
Amazon

11,902 0

Bay View 35,747 3

Total 184,286 5

Findings - 9. General Plan Compliance

“It would create an undue concentration of 
cannabis retail uses on the subject block”



Timeline & Milestones Findings - 10. Planning Code Section 101.1(b)
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“the project would not contribute to 
the character & stability of the 
neighborhood and would not 

constitute a beneficial development”

“The Commission hereby finds that 
approval of the Conditional Use 

Authorization would not promote the 
health, safety and welfare of the 

City”



Our organizations have served thousands 
from the community for decades!

➔ All Islanders Gather as One 
➔ San Francisco South Pacific Islanders 
➔ Living in Peace 
➔ SF Tongans Rise Up 
➔ T.U.R.F 
➔ United Playaz 
➔ Brothers Against Guns 
➔ Real Alternative Programs 

“the project would not contribute to the character & stability of the 
neighborhood and would not constitute a beneficial development”

Findings - 10. Planning Code Section 101.1(b)

T. U. R. F.



➔ Peace Rallies & Gun Buybacks
➔ Family Services & Toy Drives
➔ Educational Workshops
➔ Workforce Development Training
➔ Public Safety Education
➔ Violence Prevention & Crisis Response
➔ Re-entry Services
➔ Leadership Development
➔ Homelessness
➔ Domestic Violence

Individuals leading this project have lead events & provided 
programming across the community, district & city for 150 yrs

“The Commission hereby 
finds that approval of the 

Conditional Use Authorization 
would not promote the health, 

safety and welfare of the 
City”

Findings - 10. Planning Code Section 101.1(b)



➔ Planning determined this project will not promote health safety and welfare in the community

➔ The organized opposition refused to meet with the new owners 
➔ People in opposition told us to bring this back to Sunnydale
➔ They have attacked our character, slandered our names and left us hate messages

Please Support Us!

➔ Support a path to 100% ownership for 11 leaders from the community
➔ Support additional resources for organizations saving lives
➔ Support Social Justice & Racial Equity
➔ Support Restorative Justice & Social Equity
➔ Support Economic empowerment for our people

Based on new developments we ask that supervisors support us today
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