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RE: File 211287 — Charter amendment to change the authority for filling vacancies on the
Board of Supervisors, School Board and Community College Board and to change the
recall process for elected offices

Dear Ms. Calvillo,

Should the proposed Charter amendment be approved by the voters, in my opinion, it would
result in a moderate savings in the cost of government over time. The proposed amendment
would likely decrease the number of special elections required in San Francisco in any given year.

~ Currently, if a vacancy occurs on the Board of Supervisors, School Board, or Community College
Board, the vacant seat is filled by a Mayoral appointment. Under the proposed Charter
amendment, the seat would instead be filled by a majority vote of the Board's members where
the vacant seat occurs. Board members appointed to a vacancy serve until there is a scheduled
election for that Board, subject to certain other timing criteria, and that policy would not change.

The amendment would change the permitted timing of starting and submitting recall petitions.
Recall petitions could not be started in the first 12 months of an official’s term, versus the current
limit of six months. Recall petitions could not be submitted that would cause an election to happen
within 12 months of a regularly scheduled election for that office.

Taken together, the amendment’s provisions would likely decrease the number of special elections
required and decrease the number of elective offices added to regularly scheduled elections.
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