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· FILE NO. 180558 ORDINANCr \JO. 

[Public Works Code - Repeal of Reclaimed Water Use Ordinance] 

Ordinance amending the Public Works Code to repeal the Reclaimed Water Use 

Ordinance; and affirming the Planning Department's determination under the California 

Environmental Quality Act. 

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font. 
Additions to Codes· are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font. 
Deletions to Codes are in strikethrough italics Times }lev,; Roman font. 
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font. 
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough Arial font. 
Asterisks (* · * * *) indicate the omission of unchanged Code 
~ubsections or parts of tables. 

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: 

Section 1. Environmental Findings. 

The Planning Department has determined that the actions contemplated in this 

ordinance comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (California Public Resources 

Code Sections 21000 et seq.). Said determination is on file with the Clerk of the Board of 

Supervisors in File No. 180558 and is incorporated herein by reference. The Board affirms 

this determination. 

Section 2. General Findings. 

(a) In 1991, the City enacted the Reclaimed Water Use Ordinance ("RWO"), codified 

in Article 22 of the Public Works Code. The purpose of the RWO was to facilitate 

implementation of a coordinated, comprehensive Citywide plan for the efficient expansion of 

the use of reclaimed water (also referred to as "recycled water") by requiring owners of large 
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1 scale developments and large irrigated areas in San Francisco to install plumbing systems for 

2 the transmission and use of such water. 

3 (b) Specifically, the RWO requires property owners within certain designated areas on 

4 the west side and east side of San Francisco to install separate plumbing systems for the 

5 transmission and use of recycled water in (1) new, remodeled, or converted buildings of 

6 40,000 square feet or more, (2) new developments subject to subdivision map requirements, 

7 and (3) new and existing irrigated areas of 10,000 square feet or more. These recycled water 

8 plumbing systems would be connected to, and dependent upon, larger external distribution 

9 systems to be built by the City to produce and deliver recycled water to individual property 

10 owners. 

11 (c) At the time of its enactment, the RWO was intended to support the City's then-

12 existing water supply planning approach, which included the City's possible construction of 

13 centralized non-potable recycled water facilities and distribution systems on both the west 

14 side and east side of San Francisco that would produce and deliver recycled water to property 

15 · owners that installed recycled water plumbing systems. 

16 (d) Since the RWO's enactment, recycled water planning and use in San Francisco 

17 has evolved significantly. In 2012, the City enacted Article 12C of the Health Code, commonly 

18 known as the Non-Potable Water Ordinance ("NPO"). The NPO, as amended, requires the 

19 installation of on-site, non-potable water systems to treat and re-use available alternate water 

20 sources for toilet flushing and irrigation in all large development projects of 250,000 square 

21 feet or more in the City. Unlike the recycled water plumbing systems required under the 

22 RWO, these on-site, non-potable water systems produce their own water and do not need to 

23 be connected to larger external distribution systems in the City. 

24 (e) The NPO's requirement that developers of large projects install their own non-

25 potable water system on-site is thus a fundamental shift from the City's development of 
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centralized recycled water fc:!cilities and distribution systems that had been envisioned when 

the RWO was enacted. In light of the NPO, maintaining the requirements set forth in the 

RWO is no longer necessary for implementing the City's water supply strategies. 

Section 3. The Public Works Code is hereby amended by deleting Article 22 

(consisting of Sections 1200-1210) in its entirety, as follows: 

ARTICLE 22: RECLAlllfED WATER USE 

SEC. 1200. TITLE. 

This Article shall be knmn'l, as the ''Reclaimed Water Use Ordinance. " 

SEC. 1201. FINDINGS. 

The Board ofSupervisorsfinds that: 

(a) It is the responsibility of all ,vater users in California to make cjfecti-ve use of available 

',vater resources. 1:n San Francisco, water is distributed by the Water Department, a department a/the 

Public Utilities Commission, ',vhich also supplies v;ater to 2. 6 million people in San Francisco, San 

1\f:ateo, Santa Clara and Alameda counties. The San Francisco Department o.f:Public Wflrks constructs 

and operates wastewater reclamation facilities and administers building, plumbing and structural 

construction codes. 

(b) · The cmnprehensive management of urban water SbffPlies should considerprograms for 

developing the use ofnonpotable and reclaimed water supplies. The Department of Public Works 

discharges approximately I 00 million gallons per day &/treated waste,vater into San Francisco Bay 

and the Pacific Ocean. Jftliis wastewater is given further treatrnent, it may be capable of being usedfor 

irrigation and other norrpotablepurposes, thereby reducingpotable water demand, andpotentially 

maldng water available for conju:nctiye use, groundwater recharge, and other environmental benefits 

Further, grounJ,,vater in aquifers beneath San Francisco may be utilized for potable and nonpotable 

purposes. 
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1 (c) In 1989 th.e Board ofSupervisorspassedResolution 389 89 urging the Departm.ent of 

2 Public W-0rks and W.:Iter Department to expand r';raste'r1;rater reclamation and reuse in San Francisco. 

3 Preliminary feasibility studies prepared in 1989 indicated that reclamation could be a viable source of' 

4 ·water for use within the City. Based on the results of the preliminary studies, the Departments began 

5 development of more extensi"ve studies that will be completed in mid 1992 . .Preparation of these studies 

6 has involved many departments, including the Fire Department, Recreation and Park Department, City 

7 Planning Department, Department of'Public Health,, and several citizen and technical advisory groups. 

8 Public meetings have been held beginning in July 1991 and will continue for the durTition of the 

9 projects. 

10 (d) If established, a comprehensive nonpotable and reclaimed 'r;'ater use program would 

11 result in the development o.ffacilities to reclaim and reuse treated ,vastewater to assist in meeting the 

12 future water requirements of the City by supplementing existing surface and groundwater supplies. 

13 (e) l'kmpotable and reclaimed ·water are resources that should be developed for beneficial 

14 p{;Se v.;here'ver it is reasonable to do so, consistent with legal requirements, economic considerations, the 

15 public health, safety and welfare, and the preservation of the environment. 

16 (j) This ordinance will enhance achie'vement of the City's goals for water supply use and 

17 preservation andprotection of the environment by requiring the W.2.ter Department and the Department 

18 &}Public W-01*8 to prepare a coordinated, conprehensi-ve citywideplanfor the ejficient expansion of 

19 the use o.freclaimed water and ground,,vater sources by all ·water consumers in San Francisco. 

20 SBC. 1202. DEFINITI02VS. 

21 The following terms andphrases used in this Article shall have the meanings setforth in this 

22 Section. 

23 (a) Development Project. Any project invo[,hzg the construction, modification, conversion or 

24 alteration ofany structure or structures or portion o.fany structure or structures, which will result in 

25 the construction, modification, conversion or alteration of 40,000 square feet or more ofa building or 
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structure, measured cumulatively from the effecti-ve date &j this Article. A developmentpr&ject includes 

all landscaped, irrigated areas constructed in conjunction with the project, but such landscaped area 

shall not be included in the calculation ofsquare footage for purposes &}determining applicability of' 
. I . 

this definition. ,_%r the purposes ofSection 1204(!) of this Article, a solely residentialproject is a 

de1,;elopmentproject containing residential uses occupying greater than 75pen:ent of the usable S€JUf:!R3 

footage of the structure containing residential uses. 

(b) Irrigation System. Any method ofapplication o.{water to -vegetation. The term "sprinkler 

system" in applicable City codes shall be construed as meaning irrigation system under this Article 

1vhen referring to the application of ,vater to -vegetation. 

(c) Nonpotable Wvtter. Groundwater and other subsurface water that may be used.for a 

beneficial purpose in cmnpliancc ,vith applicable City, State and Federal laws defining standards for 

nonpotable water uses. 

(d) Reclaimed W-ater Distribution System. A deli-very system, including but not limited to 

pipelines, pwnps, reservoirs, and controlsfrom the source ofsupply to tliepoint of connection v.tith a 

building or structure lateral supply pipeline, intended.for the deli-v01y of reclaimed ·water, and vr,1hich is 

separatefrom any potable water distribution system and com.plies v.;ith all material and construction 

specifications contained in City codes and other applicable State and Federal laws. 

(e) Reclaimed W-ater Irrigation System. A system designed for the use of reclaimed ,vater for 

the irrigation o.fvegetation that coniplies with, all material, construction and water use specifications 

contained in City codes and other applicable State and .Federal laws. 

(I) · Reclaimed W-ater System. A system &j pipes and related facilities designed and used for 

the transmission ofr~claimed water within buildings and structures, including lateral supply pipelines, 

that complies with all material and construction specifications contained in City codes and other 

applicable State and Federal lm·,;s. 
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1 · (g) Reclaimed PVater Use Area. An area or areas designated by the W.'lter Departrnent and 

2 the Department of Public W-0rks pursuant to this Article where reclaimed water is or ,vill be available 

3 for use. 

4 (h) Reclaimed Wttter Use Arca Map. The most recently updated map, including designated 

5 reclaimed 1,vater use areas, pr~pared by the Wt!ter Department and the Department cf Public Worka 

6 and adopted by the Chic/Administrative Officer and the Public Utilities Commission. 

7 (i) }lonpo table and Reclaimed W.'lter Use }Jruter P Zan. A comprehensive plan prepared by 

8 the Water Department and the Department of Public Wt1rks for the use ofnonpotable and reclaimed 

9 ·water in the City and County of San Francisco and, if feasible, beyond tlic boundaries of the City. 

1 O (j) Reclaimed Water. Water which, as a result of.the treatment of'wastewater, is suitablcfor 

11 a direct beneficial use 

12 SEC..1203. 1V01VPOTABLEANDRECLAIM:ED WATER USBJl!ASTERPLA1V. 

13 (a) The Wttter DepartJnent and the Departnient o.f Public Works shallprepare a ~Vonpotable 

14 and Reclaimed W~ter Use },faster P Zan for review and apprmial by the Ghie.fAdministrati1Jc Officer 

15 and the Public Utilities Commission. By December 1, 1996, the Chic/Administrative Officer and the 

16 Public Utilities Commission shall have adopted a Nonpotablc and Reclaimed Water Use }.faster Plan. 

17 Appropriate sections a/Department of Public Works reclamation facilities planning reports and the 

18 Urban W~ter },.fanagement P Zan prepared by the Water Department shall be incorporated and 

19 reconciled with the }lonpotable and Reclaimed Water Use Master Plan. The }lonpotable and 

20 Reclaimed Water Use },faster Plan shall be updated at least everyfi:vc years. The Chief.Administrative 

21 Officer and the Public Utilities Commission are not required to adopt a ~Vonpotable and Reclaimed 

22 W.'lter [lse },faster Plan or anyportion ofsuchplan ifcn,,fronmental re.>'ie,F identifies significant 

23 i:mpacts that cannot be mitigated and afinding ofo1Jerriding benefits cannot be made. The Chief 

24 Administrative Officer and the Public Utilities Commission shall not adopt a }lonpotable and 

25 Reclaimed T¥ater },.faster Plan or any amendment or modification thereo,f, unless either or both hasfirst 

Public Utilities Commission 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 1569 Page 6 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

conducted a duly noticedpublic hearing thereon. The notiee ofliearing shall inelude the tinie andplace 

of hearing; a general summary o.fthe terms of the proposed ,.\Tonpotable and Reelaimed W~ter Use 

}Jaster Plan or amendment or modifieation thereo.fto be considered, including the areas included in 

the Reelaimed W~ter Use Area }Jap and such other information as the Public Utilities Com.mission or 

the ChicfAdministratiYe Officer considers nepessary or desirable. Such notice ofhearing sh&U be 

rovided bypublic&tion at least once in a nevnpaper ofgeneral _circulation no less than 20 days prior 

to the date on y;hich the hearing is scheduled to occur and shall also be included on the next Public 

Utilities Commission calendar to be mailed follmving the date ofsuch notice. A1ailed notice shall be 

provided to any person requesting such notice in ·writing. Such notices shall be in addition to any other 

notice that may be required by laev. Thefailure of any person to receive notice required by la:w does not 

. affect the authority of the City and County of San Francisco to adopt the Nonpotable and Reclaimed 

Water Use }Jaster Plan. 

(b) Contents. The Plonpotable and Reclaimed T¥ater Use ~Master Plan shall include, but need 

not be limited to, the following: 

(1) Long Range Planf'or Use o.f1'lonpotable and Reclaimed W{],ter. Development ofa long 

rangeplanfor theproduction, delivery and use ofnonpotable andreclaimedvmter in the City, within 

the ·wholesale ·water service area of tlie Wtlter Department, and in areas outside o.fthe W{];ter 

Department's service area; 

The plan shall include: 

~1) Proposals, based on five year incrementalplanning and implemen'tation phases, for 

the expansion of production, deliYery and use of reclaimed ·water, 

(BJ Identification a/opportunities for th? expansion of the reclaimed ·water production 

system, including the expansion of existing facilities or the development of new ·wastmvater treatment 

facilities. Estimation of the feasibility and cost of developing such facilities and analysis of financing 
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1 requirements and alternatives. It is the express intention &j th.is Article to exclude reliance on hookup 

2 charges or similar fees or charges in implementing the plan, 

3 (CJ Evaluation ofthepotential demandfor reclaimedvvater, 

4 (D) Analysis o.f tlie potential for development and 1,f,Se ofgroundv.;ater and other 

5 subsurface sources and conjunctive 1,f,Se pr&jects, and e;e1aluation &}related ·water quality, aquifer yield 

6 andfish and wildlife protection issues; 

7 (2) Reclaimed W.'lter Use Ar.ea },fap. 

8 ?4) A reclaimed ·water 1,f,Se area map, delineating the areas th,at are served or, as 

9 projected by the Water Department and Department of Public W1Jrks, may be served ·within 10 years &f 

10 the date of designation ofsuch an area pursuant to this Article, by reclaimed water distribution 

11 systems. The map shall be prepared jointly by the Water Department and the Department of Public 

12 Works. The Chie.fAdministrative Officer and the Public Utilities Commission shall re1e1iew the map 

13 submitted by the Departments and may either approve tlic map or reject and remand th,e map to the 

14 Departments for further action. The map may be amended as necessary to reflect all additions and 

15 planned additions to the nonpotable and reclaimed water distribution system, 

16 (B) The map shall list and classify· as designated reclaimed ·water 1,f,Se areas all areas 

17 within the boundaries of the City and County ofSan Francisco that meet either of the Jolla-wing 

18 criteria: 

19 (i) The area is currently served by a reclaimed water distribution system, or 

20 (ii) The area may be served by a reclaimed ·water distribution system ·within ten years, 

21 as projected in the }·lonpotable and Reclaimed Wuter Use 1\faster Plan, 

22 (C) The areas described in Section 1209 of this Article are hereby designated on the 

23 reclaimed ·water 1,f,Se map for the 1,f,Se o.freclaimed ·water in accordance with, th.is Article. The map areas 

24 described in Section 1209 may be modified by the W11:ter Department and the Department o.f Public 

25 Works in the manner set forth in this Section; 
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(3) Rules and Regulations. Description and analysis ofrele,;ant City, State and Federal 

rules, regulations, standards andprocedures go,;eming the production, distribution and use of· 

nonpotable and reclaimed ·water; 

(4) Financial Assistance. Identification of resources and r-ecommendation ofspecific 

measures to assist nonpotable and reclaimed water users to finance necessary nonpotable and 

reclaimed ,vater use projects, including but not limited to identification o.fincentives, discounts in 

-,vater rates or other measures; 

(5) Pilot and Demonstration Pr&jects. Identification ofdemonstration orpilotprojects to 

substitute the use of potable ;,vater with nonpotable and reclaimed water; 

(6) Public Awareness Program. Evaluation o.fand recommendationsfor the establishment 

and operation &fa public awareness program to promote t,71,e use ofnonpotable and reclaimed ·water; 

(7). },fandatory }lonpotable and Reclaimed Water Use. E,;aluation and recommendation o.f 

types of·',vater use, such as greenbelt irrigation, agricultun:d irrigation, &jjice building uses, filling of 

. habitat lakes, or industrial processes, that shall be required, wholly or partially, to use nonpotable or 

reclaimed water; 

(8) Interagency Coordination. Recommendations for actions to coordinate efforts between 

the City and ot71er local and regional governmental agencies to share in the production and utilization 

&fnonpotable and reclaimed ·water within and outside the boundaries of the City; 

(9) }lonpotable and Reclaimed Wfl.ter Source Protection. Recommendations for control 

measures and managcmentpractices necessary to maintain or improve the quality o.fnonpotable and 

reclaimed v.;ater. 

(t) Status Report. An annual report on the status and irnplementation of the }fonpotable and 

Reclaimed Water Use }Jaster Plan shall be jointly prepared by t,71,e W.:lter Department and the 

Departrnent of Public W-0rks and submitted to the Board ofSuper,;isors, the ChiqfAdministrative 

Officer, the Public Utilities Commission, the Department o.fHealth, the Fire Departrnent, the 
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1 Recreation and Park Department and any otlwr interested City agencies. This annual report shall 

2 include a yearly audit of tlie resulting offset in use o.ffresh ·water, if any, and identification of the uses 

3 of the saved ·water. 

4 SEC.1204. L~1PLEA1E1VTA.TION. 

5 (a) Development Project. A development project located ',vithin the boundaries o.fa 

6 reclaimed 1vater use area designated pursuant to Section 1203 (b) (2) o.fthis Article may receive a site 

7 permit, buildingpermit, land development autliorization, or project authorization pursuant to City 

8 Planning Code Sections 320, et seq., only if the appropriate City permit approval or authorization 

9 official, as determined by the nature of the action requested by the project developer, determines that: 

10 (1) An exemption has not been granted by the General },1anager of the W~ter Department 

11 in accordance with Section 1204(d)(2)(c) of this Article; 

12 (2) The developmentprojectprovides for the construction and operation o_fa reclaimed 

13 v;ater system and a reclaimed water irrigation system; 

14 (3) The owner or operator of the development project has obtained an appropriate 

15 certificate in accordance ·with Sections 120 4(c) or 120 4(d) of this Article; and 

16 (4) The developmentproject is in compliance with all applicable City Code Sections 

17 providing for the design, installation and construction o.fallfacilities necessary to the operation ofa 

18 reclaimed water system and/or a reclaimed ·water irrigation system to serve the potential uses of the 

19 property or structure covered by theproposedpermit or authorization, as may be farther specified in 

20 the provisions of this Article, or the provisions of codes and regulations adoptedpursuant to or jn 

21 furtherance of tliis Article. 

22 (b) Subdivision Approvals. 

23 (1) Parcel Afap or Tentative Subdivision },fap Conditions. T-he Director o.f Public Works 

24 shall not approve a tentative subdivision map or a parcel map for anyproperty within the boundaries 

25 of the reclaimed ·water use area map, as provided in Section 1203 (b) (2) o_f this Article, unless a 
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condition is imposed requiring cornpliance 1/,;ith all applicable City Gode Sections providing for the 

design, installation, construction, or dedication o.fallpublic ,vorks, public improvements, 

infrastructure orfixtures necessary to the operation ofa reclaimed water distribution system to serve . 

the potential uses oftlwproperty covered by the parcel map or tentatiYe subdivision map, as may be 

.further specified in theprovisions o.fthis Article, or the provisions of codes and regulations adopted 

pursuant to or in furtherance of this Article. 

(2) Subdi,dsion Regulations. The Director of Public Works shall adopt regulations as 

necessary, consistent ·with and infitrtherance of this Article, to ensure that all subdi,,;iders o.f property 

subject to theprovisions &}this ordinenceprovide such public improvements es ere neccssery to serve 

the subdividedproperty with reclaimed ·water.from e reclaimed ·water distribution system. 

(3) Pinal },faps. The Director of Public W~rks shall not endorse andfile a final map for 

property within the boundaries ofa reclaimed ,vater use area withoutfirst determining whether: 

~4) The subdivider has contplied with the conditions imposed on the tentative subdivision 

map orparcel map, pursuant to this Article, and the ordinances and regulations adopted infartlwrance 

thereo.ff and 

(B) Per any such conditions not fully satisfiedprior to the recordation ofthefinal map, 

·. the subdivider has signed a certificate of agreement and/or impro-vement agreen'ient, to ensure 

contpliance ·with such conditions. 

(4) This Subsection (b) shall not apply to tenta#ve subdivision maps orparcel maps 

subm.itted solely for the purposes o.f condominium conversion, as defined in San Francisco Subdi.dsion 

Gode Section 1308(d). 

(c) Reclaimed Water Use Registration and Issuance o.f Certificate. Any owner, operator or 

manager ofe de,ielopmentproject, or an irrigation system subject to Section 1204(e), located within 

the boundaries a.fa reclaimed ·water use area shall register such developmentproject or irrigation 

system ,,vith the WTI:ter Department. The General },1anager of the w~:tter Department (or designee) shall 
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1 issue a certificate of intention to blSe reclaimed ,vater (''reclaimed ,vater blSe certificate '9 and shall 

2 maintain a register of all such devclopmentprojects and irrigation systems. The 'W.:1ter Department 

3 may inspect the operations of reclaimed ·water systems, reclaimed water irrigation sysfe:Jns and 

4 reclaimed water distribution systems to ensure the mandatory blSe of'reclaimed water. The Wuter 

5 Department, acting through its Public Utilities Commission, is authorized to impose and collect fees in 

6 its discretion to recover the costs of implementing Sections 1204(c) and (d) oftliis Article, including 

7 costs of documentation processing, issuance o.f certificate, inspection, consultation ·with. applicants and 

8 administration ofSeetions 1204(c) and (d) of this Article. 

9 · (d) Reclaimed W.:1ter Use. 

1 O (1) },1andatory Use. Reclaim.ad water shall be blSed in all reclaimed water systems, 

11 reclaimed water distribution systems and reclaimed water irrigation systems required by Sections 

12 1204(a), 1204(b) and 1204(c) of.th.is Article, in a manner and to the extent consistent with all 

13 applicable local, State and .Federal laws. 

14 (2) Exemptions. 

15 ?4) The General },1anager may issue a reclaimed water blSe certificate temporarily 

16 exempting compliance with Section 1204(d)(l) ifthe GeneraU&anager determines that reclaimed 

17 water is not currently available. If the General },fan.ager makes such a determination, potable water 

18 may be supplied on a temporary basis, until the General },fan.ager determines that reclaimed water is 

19 available. 

20 (B) Potable or nonpotable water obtainedfi•om a subsurface water supply underlying a 

21 development project, subdi1vision or irrigation system subject to this Article may be blSed for the 

22 developmentproject, subdivision or irrigation system if authorized by th.e General },fan.ager through 

23 issuance &fan altemative water supply certificate. The certificate may be issued under circumstances 

24 vvhere the General },1anager has determined that tlie W11,ter Department will not be blSing the 

25 subswface water supply for municipal ·water supplypurposes. The General }rfanager may revoke any 
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such reclaimed ·water use certificate and require the use o.freclaimed ·water whenever the W~ter 

Department determines that the subsurface ·water supply is necessary for municipal 'r';Jater supply 

purposes. Revocation (}f the certificate ·will be effective one year after receipt o.fwritten notice. 

(C) The General }Janager may issue reclaimed ·water use certificate exempting certain 

usesfi·om corn.pliance ·with Subsections (a), (d)(l), and (e) o_fSection 1204 under circumstances ·where 

the use of reclaimed ·water is not appropriate. The person or cnti:ty requesting such an exemption shall 

have the burden of demonstrating that the use of reclaimed water is not appropriate for the intended 

purposes and cannot be made usable by userpretreatmentprocesses or other project modifications. 

(c) Irrigation Systems. 

(1) }lew Irrigation Systems. A landscaped area located ·within the boundaries a.fa 

reclaimed ,,vater use area and not constructed in conjunction with or as part a.fa devclopmentproject 

subject to Section 120 4(a) shall be constnwted for the use of reclaimed 'rvater and shall coniply ·with the 

provisions o.f this Article if it comprises an area o.f"J 0, 000 square feet or more. 

(2) Existing Irrigation Systems. 

~4) Irrigation systems using potable water located ,vithin a reclaimed water use area 

shall be converted to use reclaimed water upon a determination by the General }l.fanager (or designee) 

of the Water Department that reclaimed HJater is currently available for use. This comcrsion 

requirement shall apply to irrigation systems for irrigatedpropcrty 10,000 square 1-teet or more in size. 

(B) The General },fanager shall, by written notice, inform the owner of the irrigated 

property that the irrigation system must be c01i.1crted to ·use reclaimed v.;ater within 180 days of the 

date ofmailing of the ·written notice. In the event the property is owned by more than one person or 

cnti:ty, notice to any one such owner is sufficient notice under this Article. The General }l.fanager may 

provide an extension ofthe 180 day conversionperiod, ifappropriate. 

(C) An owner mayfile an objection to the required conversion by submitting to the Water 

Department, by certified mail, return receipt requested, a ,vritten statement of the reasons ·why the 

Public Utilities Commission 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 1576 Page 13 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

irrigation system should not be required to convert to reclaimed ',vater. The ·written statement ·will not 

be considered by the Water Department if it is not received by the Water Department ,vithin 60 days of 

the date the notice was mailed to the owner. The General Manager may rescind the conversion 

requirement only on the grounds ofsevere economic hardship or technical infeasibility. 

(D) In addition to other penalties provided by this Article or by lmv, failure to convert 

the irrigation system to use reclaimed ,vater within the time prescribed in the notice shall be sufficient 

cause for the W,:{;ter Department to terminate potable ',vater service to the irrigation system, or in the 

case of common irrigation and potable water uses, tlw placement ofajlo,,v restrictor on the service 

(f) Applicability. 

(1) Subsections (b), (c), (d) and (e) of this Section of this Article shall be applicable 

immediately upon the effective date of this Article. 

(2) . Subsection (a) of this Section o.fthis Article shall not apply to development projects for 

which a site permit, buildingpermit, orpmject authorization pursuant to City Planning Code Sections 

-320, et seq., has been issued within 180 days after tlie effective date of this Article. 

(3) All development projects, except solely residential projects, for which a site permit, 

-buildingpermit, orproject authorization pursuant to City Planning Code Sections 320, et seq., is issued 

more than 180 days after the effective date of this Article shall be in.full compliance with this Article. 

(4) All developmentpr&jects, including residential projects, for which a site permit, 

buildingpermit, or project authorization pursuant to City Planning Code Sections 320, et seq., is issued 

subsequent to Jamtary 1, 2000, shall be infull compliance with this Article. 

SEC. 1205. MATERL4L AZVD C01VSTRUCTIONSPECIFICATI01VS. 

Within six months of the enactment of this Aniele, the Department of Public W-0rks, in 

cooperation with, tlie Public Utilities Commission, the Department of Public Health, and the San 

Francisco Fire Department, shallprepare and issue material and construction specifications for 
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reclaimed ·water irrigation systems, reclaimed v;ater distribution systems and reclaimed water systems. 

Specifications shall include, but not be limited to, pipe identification, quick coupling valves, use of 

distribution systenis, rvaslidown hydrants and oth.erpoints of public access, warning labels, control and 

regulating valves, strainers, reclaimed ,vaterpiping, potable waterpiping, conversion r~uirtHnents, 

design criteria, backjlo·w and cross connection pre'Vention designs and devices, and facilities for 

temporary potable water use ifreclaimed water is not available. Specifications shall be based on the 

final draft "Guidelines for Distribution ofNonpotable W{J;ter, "issued by the Association of Water 

Works Agencies, California }le'Vada Section, W15lter Reclamation Committee (as amendedfrom time to 

time), unless the Department of Public Works determines that sowid engineeringjudgment relating to 

local conditions andpractices requires de'Viationfrom such specifications. 

SEC. 1206. PEIVALTIES. 

(a) Any person who 'Violates any pro'Vision of this Article is guilty ofan infraction punishable 

by afine in an amount not in excess o.f$500. Each day each 'Violation is committed orpermitted to 

continue sh.all constitute a separate offense. 

(b) Any person who intentionally or negligently violates any provision of this Article shall be 

liable to the City in an amount 1'iot to exceed $1,000 per day for each 'Violation that occurs. 

(c) Use of potable water in violation of this Article may result in the termination of potable 

·water service by the General },{an ager of the Water Department. 

(d) The enforcement actions authorized in Subsections (a), (b) and (c) are in addition to, and 

do not supersede, any other remedies available under City, State or iTi'cderal construction codes and 

health codes applicable to acti'Vities subject to this Article and any other remedies a'Vailable under law. 

SEC. 1207. RULESAND REGULATI01VS. 

The Public Utilities Commission, the Department o.f Public Works, the Health Department and 

the Fire Department are authorized to promulgate rules and regulations for the implementation of this 

Article. 
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SEC.1208. GOVERIV1W:EIVTFACILITIES. 

The provisions o.f this Article shall apply, to the extent consistent wit,1i applicable la,vs, to any 

government operated irrigation systems scning 10,000 square feet or more o.flandscapedpropert;y and 

ne,~· construction and operation of 40, 000 square feet, or more ofgovernment mvned and operated 

buildings and structures. 

SEC.1209. RECLALlfED WATER USE1,fAPDESIG_,_VATI0IV. 

The following areas are designated for t,1ie use o.freclaimed ,'vater in accordance with t,1iis 

Article: 

(a) w~stside. The W~tside area includes seven sub areas: Lake }/[creed, Great Highway, 

Golden Gate Park, 39th Avenue, Lincoln Park, Richmond Tunnel and Presidio. Each of these sub areas 

is described as follmvs: 

Lake }Pierced. The Lake }Pierced sub area is bound by the Pacific Ocean on t,1ie west and by 

the San Francisco City and County Boundary on the south. On the east, the Lake },{creed sub area is 

bound by Junipero Serra Boulcvardfrom the City and County Boundary north to Sloat Boulevard, by 

¥Vest Portal Avenue from Sloat Boulevard northeast to 15th Avenue, and by 15t,1i Avenuefrom Wt!Bt 

Portal Avenue nort,1i to Vicente Street. On the north, the Lake }Pierced sub area is bound by Vicente 

Street extending in a linefrom 15th Avenue west to the Pacific Ocean. 

Great Highway. The Great Highway sub area is bound by the Pacific Ocean on the west and 

a line extendingfrom t,1ie Pacific Ocean east to Vicente Street and 47th Avenue on the south. On t,1ic 

east, t,1ic Great Highway sub area is bound by 47th Avenuefrom Vicente Street to Lincoln Way, by 

Lincoln Wi],yfrom 47thAvcnuc 1vest to the Great Highway, and by t,1ie GreatHighwayfrom Lincoln 

W{.ly north to Sutro Height Park. On the north, the Great Highway sub area is bound by the southerly 

boundary of'thc Sutro Heights Park. 

Golden Gate Park. The Golden Gate Park sub area is bound by the Great Highway on t,1ic 

,,vest. On Nie south, the Golden Gate Park sub area is bound by Lincoln W{.lyfrom the Great Highway 
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east to Frederick Street, and by Frederick Streetfrom Lincoln W.iy east to Stanyan Street. On the east, 

the Golden Gate Park sub area is bound by Stanyan Streetfrom Frederick Street north to Fulton Street . . 

On the north, the Golden Gate Park sub area is bound by Fulton Streetfrom Stanyan Street vr1est to the 

Great Higfnvay. 

39th Arenue. The 39th Arenue sub area is bound by 40th Avenue on the v.rest, Fulton Street on 

the south,, 38th Arenue on the east, and Clement Street on the north. 

Lincoln Park. The Lincoln Park sub area is bound by the Pacific Ocean on the north and 

',vest. On the south, the Lincoln Park sub area is bound by the southerly boundary ofSutro Heights 

Parle extending eastfrom the Pacific Ocean to ¢8th Arenue, by 48th Avcnuefrom the southerly 

boundary o.fSutro Heights Park north, to Point Lobos Avenue, by El Camino Del }.1arfrom Point Lobos 

Avenue north to Seal RockDriYe, by Seal RockDrivefrom El Camino Del }Jar east to Clement Street, 

and by Clement Streetfrom Seal Rock Drive east to the easterly boundary ofLincoln Park. On the east, 

the Lincoln Park sub area is bound by the easterly boundary o.f'Lincoln Park extending in a linefrom 

Clement Street north to the .Pacific Ocean. 

Richmond Tunnel. The Richmond Tunnel sub area extends 400 feet each side o.f a line 

described as follows: Beginning at the intersection of.l?ulton Street and 35th Avenue the line extends 

north 150 feet in 35th Avenue, then northeast in a straight line to the intersection ofLake Street and 

26th A,,,enue, then east in Lake Street to the intersection ofLake Street and 2 ¢th Avenue, then north in a 

line extendin~from the intersection ofLake Street and 24th Arenue to the southerly boundary of the 

Presidio MBitary Reservation: 

Presidio. The Presidio sub area is bound by the Pacific Ocean on the north and vr1est. On tlie 

· south, the Presidio sub area is bound by the southerly boundary of the Presidio },{ilitary Reservation 

from the Pacific Ocean east to .ParkPresidio BeuleYard, by the southerly and easterly boundaries of · 

},1ountain Lake Parlvfrom Park Presidio Boulevard to W~t Pacific Avenue, by W~t Pacific A11enue 

extending in a linefrom the easterly boundary of },{ountain Lake Park east to Lyon Street. On the east, 
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1 the Presidio sub area is bound by Lyon Street extending in a linefrom Wt!st Pacific Avenue north to the 

2 Pacific Ocean. 

3 (b) Eastside. The Eastside area is bound by San Francisco Bay on tlie east and north. On the 

4 west, the Eastside area is bound by Grant Street extendingfrom San Francisco Bay south to its 

5 intersection ·with Francisco Street, by Francisco Street east to its intersection with Kearny Street, by 

6 Kearny Street south to its intersection ·with Chestnut Street, by Chestnut Street east to its intersection 

·7 ',vith },fontgomery Street, by Afontgomery Street south to its intersection ·with Lombard Street, by 

8 Lombard Street east to its intersection ,vitli Sansome Street, by Sansome Street south to its intersection 

9 1,vith },1arket Street, by }&arket Street southwest to its intersection ,vith 2nd Street, by 2nd Street 

1 0 southeastfrfHn its intersection ·with }4ark~t Street to the intersection of 2nd Street and },fission Street, 

11 by Mission Street southwestfrom 2nd Street to the intersection of}&ission Street and 7th Street, by 7th 

12 Streetfrom },fission Street southeast to 16th Street, by Interstate 280from the intersection of· 7th Street 

13 and 16th Street south to Army Street, by Army Streetfrom Interstate 280 west to Bayshore Boulevard, 

14 by Bayshore Boulevardfrom Army Street south to Jerrold Avenue, by Jerrold Avenue from Bayshore 

15 Boulevard southeast to Interstate 280, and by Interstate 280from JerroldAvenue southwest to 

16 Ne,vcomb Avenue. On the south, the Eastside area _is bound by lvewcomb Avenuefrom Interstate 280 

17 southeast to Third Street, by Third Streetfrom ,71kwcornb Avenue northef!St to Evans Avenue, by Evans 

18 Avenue from Third Street southeast to A1iddlepoint, by Middlepoint southwest to Ingalls Avenue, by 

19 Ingalls Avenue southwest to W11:llace Avenue, and by a line extending southeast along W-allace Avenue 

20 to San Francisco Bay, including the Hunters Point }lava! Shipyard. 

21 Treasure Island. The Treasure Island sub area shall include all of Treasure Island and Yerba 

22 Buena Island. 

23 - SEC. 1210. SEVERABIUTY. 

24 Jfany section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this Article or any part thereo.f is for 

25 any reason held unconstitutional, invalid or ineffective by any court ofeompetentjurisdiction, said 
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decision shall not affect the '.'€1,lidity or effecti,;eness of the rtfl'lwining portions of this Article, or any 

part thereof. The Board of Supervisors hereby declares that. it would have passed each section, 

subsection, subdi--P1ision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase herein, irrespecti-ve o.f the fact that any 

one or more sections, subsections, subdivisions, paragraphs, sentences, c!auses or phrases be declared 

unccnstitittisnal, invalid er ineffecti})e. 

Section 4. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after 

enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the 

ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board 

of Supervisors overrrdes the Mayor's veto of the ordinance. 

Section 5. Effect of Repeal of Article 22. Upon the effective date of this ordinance, 

Article 22 of the Public Works Code will be repealed. Accordingly, as of that date, Article 22 

will. not apply to development projects that are in any stage of planning, permit approval, or 

construction. 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DENNIS J. HERflERA, City Attorney 

By: C:off;.,uj,,J/&ltir--
CATHERINE MALINA 
Deputy City Attorney 

n:\legana\as2018\1800612\01278043.docx 
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FILE NO. 180558 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 

[Public Works Code - Repeal of Reclaimed Water Use Ordinance] 

Ordinance amending the Public Works Code to repeal the Reclaimed Water Use 
Ordinance; and affirming the Planning Department's determination under the California 
Environmental Quality Act. 

Existing Law 

Article 22 of the Public Works Code, titled the Reclaimed Water Use Ordinance, requires 
property owners within certain designated areas on the west side and east side of San 
Francisco to install separate plumbing systems for the transmission and use of recycled water 
in (1) new, remodeled, or converted buildings of 40,000 square feet or more, (2) new 
developments subject to subdivision map requirements, and (3) new and existing irrigated 
areas of 10,000 square feet or more. These plumbing systems would be connected to, and 
dependent upon, larger external distribution systems to be built by the City to produce and 
deliver recycled water to individual property owners. 

Amendments to Current Law 

This ordinance would repeal Article 22 of the Public Works Code (consisting of Sections 1200-
1210) in its entirety. Accordingly, upon the effective date of this ordinance, Article 22 would 
not apply to development projects that are in any stage of planning, permit approval, or 
construction. 

Background Information 

The City enacted the Reclaimed Water Use Ordinance ("RWO") in 1991 to support the 
City's then-existing water supply planning approach. That approach included the City's 
possible construction of centralized non-potable recycled water facilities and distribution 
systems on both the west side and east side of San Francisco that would produce and deliver 
recycled water to property owners that installed recycled water plumbing systems. 

Since the RWO's enactment, recycled water planning and use in San Francisco has 
evolved significantly. In 2012, the City enacted Article 12C of the Health Code, commonly 
known as the Non-Potable Water Ordinance ("NPO"). The NPO, as amended, requires the 
installation of on-site, non-potable water systems to treat and re-use available alternate water 
sources in all large development projects of 250,000 square feet or more in the City. Unlike 
the systems required under the RWO, these systems produce their own water on-site and do 
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not need to be connected to larger external distribution systems in the City. In light of the 
NPO, maintaining the requirements set forth in the RWO is no longer necessary for 
implementing the City's water supply strategies. · 

n:\legana\as2018\ 1800612\01273902.docx 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

Lisa Gibson 
Environmental Review Officer 
Planning Department 
1650 Mission Street, Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Ms. Gibson: 

June 13, 2018 

City Hall 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/fTY No. 554-5227 

File No. 180558 

On June 5, 2018, the Public Utilities Commission introduced the following proposed 
legislation: 

File No. 180558 

Ordinance amending the Public Works Code to repeal the Reclaimed Water 
Use Ordinance; and affirming the Planning Department's determination 
under the California Environmental Quality Act. 

This legislation is being transmitted to you for environmental review. 

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

~~~ 
By: Erica Major, Assistant Clerk 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 

Attachment 

c: Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning 
Laura Lynch, Environmental Planning 

Not defined as a project under C?QA Guidelines 

Sections 15378 and 15060(c) (2) because it does 

not result in a direct or reasonably foreseeable 

physical change in the environment. 

Digitally signed by Joy Navarrete 

J N 
DN: cn=Joy Navarrete, o=P!anning, oy avarrete ou=EnvlronmentalPlanning. 

.. emai\=joy.navarrete@sfgov.org, c=US 
Date: 2018.07.03 17:43:02 ~07'00' 
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• Driven by ge_qg·raphical differences: 
. . . . . 

• Westside has large_ parks and. g(?lf cours~3s; more 
opportunity for outdoor :i.rrigatiqn with. non-potable _water · 

~ • Eastside has newer and more dense· urban 
CX) . . ' 

developm.ent; more opportunity for indoor non-potable 
uses· 

• Tradition.al water supply· planning approach included 
. centralized recycled water fac-ilities on both the westside 
and eastside to produce recycled water for non-potable 
purposes 
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• Centralized recycled water 
facility under constru·ction at 
Oceanside Plant 

~ • SFPUC to serve recycled 
water for irrigation of Golden 
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• Potential future use· at ·other 
locations with high demands 
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Sevver 

Meeting San Francisco's Non-potable Demands 

lll1Fff'fflli:IPW'.715i rrrwr r m mtP'T r :mrer:mm t t rums n w TZE :mwr:mwmr:m111 EE5Z?Pif:TI' mm: r r rn:rn:sr ,11wwva,,, 

• Indoor non-potable 
water demands exist 
largely on the eastside 

• Onsite· non--potable 
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d d 
• 'lho dcsignotc-d JilGyclcd . 

· walC!ruson~11'l!own·. systems are a ress1ng i, l~pUrploln<hNIO,but 
· : ' · oro notllm11:t?d to: . 

the majority of these W~tslda: · · 

demands envisioned for ~::t::;::y 
· . · : . a~td~I\ Gato P 

the -eastside centralized ;. ~,::::: 
· ·. ··Oichmond/Tun.11~1.· 

recycled_ water plant 

• SFPUC will deliver 
recycled water on the 
westsrde for irrigation of 
parks and golf courses 
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Rescinding the Recy·cled .Water 
Ordinance 
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• Due to the requirements for large developments 
to incorporate onsite water systems, there is 
limited value to: 

~· • Maintaining ·the dual-plumbing requirem1ents set 
· forth by the RWO 

• Continue planning for ari eastside centralized 
· recycled water plant 

• Therefore, SFPUC recommends to resc~ind the 
Recycled Water Ordinance 
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Non-potable Grant Program 
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• Bui.ldings with existing dual­
plumbi·ng can apply for a grant 
to install an onsite water 
system and Utilize existing . 
. plumbing . 

• -$1 OOk available to projects 
that replace at .least 450,000 
gallons of potable water· use 
per year 
• $250k to projects that replace at 

least 1 million gallons per year 

• $500k to projects that replace at · 
. least 3 million gaHons per. year 

E.g.- Salesforce Tower · 
received ~rant to install an 
onsite. bllackwater system. 
Utilized existing dual­
plumbing to meet non­
potable deman~s. 
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Additional Opportun.ities for Reuse 
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,, SFP1uc·turning focus to study 
potable reuse to produce purified 
water 

• Pur"ified water is produced from 
· . recycled water using advanced· 

purification treatment processes 

• Many utilities in CAare 
9onsidering purified water 
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, Sevvet 
Pnot Decentralized Purified Water : 
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• . PureWaterSF research project at 
525 Gol·den Gate 

I • · Data collection to understand the 
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potential for purifiE~d water at a 
building scale· 

Using additional a.dvanced 
treatment on the. existing 

. black~ater systen1 and returning. 
treated wate.r for toilet flu.shing 
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San Francisco 

Water 
Povter· 
Se~NEH' 

• Bay Area Partnershi.ps 
with water and 
wastewater _agencies 

• Assess feasibility of 
surface water 
augmentation in· 

· Crystal Springs 
Reservoir 

• · Additional feasibility 
studies with SCVWD 
and ACWD 

Examining. !Feasibility of 
Centralized P1urified·water 
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Pending Action to Rescind. RWO 
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July: 

Land Use. 
Committee hearing 

September: 

Pending appr9val ·by 
SOS and Mayor 

~)~~ 

October: . 

Legislation takes 
effect after 30 days 

E·limination of dual-plumbing require,ment 'Will apply to 
development projects in any stage of plan11ing, permit 
approval, or construction. · · 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

Lisa Gibson 
Environmental Review Officer 
Planning Department 
1650 Mission Street, Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Ms. Gibson: 

June 13, 2018 

City Hall· 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

File No. 180558 

On June 5, 2018, the Public Utilities Commission introduced the following proposed 
legislation: 

File No. 180558 

Ordinance amending the Public Works Code to repeal the Reclaimed Water 
Use Ordinance; and affirming the Planning Department's determination 
under the California Environmental Quality Act. 

This legislation is being transmitted to you for environmental review. 

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

~~~ 
By: Erica Major, Assistant Clerk 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 

Attachment 

c: Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning 
Laura Lynch, Environmental Planning 
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San Francisco 
V'Jater 

525 Golden Gate Avenue, 13th Floor 

San Francisco, CA 94102 

T 415.554.3155 

F 415.554.3161 
Services of the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission TTY 415.554.3488 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of tH~ B-oard- ~--·-···· 

John Scarpulla, SFPUC Policy and G.overnment Affairs 

May 25, 2018 

Public Works Code - Repeal of Reclaimed Water Use Ordinance 

Attached please find an original and one copy of a proposed ordinance amending the 

Public Works Code to repeal the Reclaimed Water Use Ordinance; and affirming the 

Planning Department's determination under the California Environmental Quality Act. 

The following is a list of accompanying documents (2 sets): 

1. Board of Supervisors Ordinance 

2. Legislative Digest 

Please contact John Scarpulla at 415-934-5782 if you need any additional information 

on these items. 

OUR MISSION: To provide our customers with high-quality, efficient and reliable water, power and sewer 
services in a manner that values environmental and community interests and sustains the resources entrusted 
to our care. 1 6 Q 3 

Mark Farrell 
Mayor 

Ike Kwon 
President 

Vince Courtney 
Vice President 

Ann Moller Caen 
Commissioner 

Francesca Vietor 
Commissioner 

Anson Moran 
· Commissioner 

Harlan L Kelly, Jr. 
General Manager 
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