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' [Supporting Filipino Veterans Fairness Act]

FILE NO. 110601 RES,OLUTIO-N NO.

Resolution suppo‘r_tin'g Filipino Veterans Fairness Act of 2011, House of Reprensentives -

Bill 210.

WHEREAS A S|gnlf|cant number of Filipino nationals, estimated at over 250,000,
served in support of United States combat operatlons in the Pacific Theatre durlng World War.
II; and _ |

WHEREAS, Such service has been universally recognized as an important contribution
to éur eventual victory over Axis forces in the Pacific dUring that conflict, and many promises-
were made to both soldiers and'civilians, in 7return for their support of war efforts at the time;
and | | h

v WHEREAS, Such promises included recognition of the military service of Filibinos,(
including but not limited to the “Philippine Scouts” and the F’hilippine: Commonwealth Arrﬁy ‘
under direct cbmmand of the US military, as_fdlly eligible for benefits identical to members of
the US military at the time; and |

_ WHEREAS In 1946, in contradiction to the granting of benefi ts to veterans of the 66
countries who allied with our World War | mllltary efforts the US Congress passed the
Rescission Act, which effectively reneged on prewous promlses and stripped only Filipino
veterans of their benefits; and | ‘ ;

WHEREAS Government tracking figures lndlcate that there are currently Iess than

50,000 surviving Flhplno veterans of World War |I service, and of the 10,000 who currently

- lreside in the U. S., most of whom have long since attalned U.S. citizenship; and

WHEREAS, Desplte the fact that the US Government has as part of the American

Recovery and Relnvestment Act of 2009, initiated payment of some beneflts to qualifying
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Filipin‘o veterans, a significant number of such veterans have been denied benefits simply
because they are not in possession of Ofﬁcial. Discharge do,cdments f_rom tne US military; and

WHEREAS Congresswoman Jackie Speier‘has recently introduced a b'liII H.R. 210,
that goes a Iong way toward brrnglng Justrce to this S|tuat|on and desplte the fact that time is
running out for those affected there are still a number of Frllplno veterans who currently
reside in San Franmsco,_and who could potentially benefit from passage of this legislation;
and | _ ‘ | |
| WHEREAS, Congresswoman Speier's legislatio_n,'titled the Filipino Veterans F'airness‘

Act of 20_11, is unique in that it does not introduce a new schedule of benefits for Filipino"

-'veterans, but rather simply offers an amendment to the existing VA sohedule of benefits to

direct the Secretary of the Veterans Administration to "take into accoUntany alter\native

relevant documents regarding the service (of Filipino veterans)"; now, therefore‘, be it
RESOLVED That the San Francisco Board of Supervisors fully supports and urges the

passage of said legislation, in an effort to bring some- measure of justlce to the Flhplno

veterans who fought vallantly W|th US military in World War II; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED That the Board of Supervrsors directs the Clerk of the Board

to send a copy of this resolution to Mlnorlty Leader Nancy Pelosi and Congresswoman Jackie

" ISpeier of the United States House of Representatlves

Supervisor David Chiu .
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INTRODUCTION FORM 1 oy

By a member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor ' .=

Time Stamp or
Meeting Date

~ Thereby submit the following item for introduction:

Ul

1. For reference to Committee:
An ordinance, resolution, motion, or charter amendment

. Request for next printed agenda without reference to Commlttee
3. Request for Committee hearlng on a subject matter
. Request for letter beginning “Supervisor __ . _ inquires...”

2

3

4

5. City Attorney request

6. Call file from Committee
7. Budget Analyst request (attach written motlon)
8. Substitute Legislation File Nos.

9.

Request for Closed Session
10. Board to Sit as A Committee of the Whole
11. Question(s) subm1tted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOSon _ ~

DDDDDDDDDH

Please check the approprlate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the _
followmg :

D Small Business Commrsswn O Youth Commission ,
(] Ethics Commission _ [ Planning Commission
[] Building Inspection Commission '

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not’on the printed agenda), use a different form.|

‘Sponsor(s): Supervisor David Chiu

SUBJECT: Filipino Veterans Fairness Act of %Ol 1

The text is hsted below or attached:

Resolutlon supportmg Filipino Veterans F airness Act of 201 1 H.R. 210.

Signature of Sponsoring Supervfsor :

ForiClerk’s USelOnly: 2

L~

Common/Supervisors Form ' ‘ Revised 4/2/09
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US, GOVERNMENT
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 112TH CONGRESS T
S22 HLR. 210

To amend title '38, United States Code, to deem certain service in the

Ms

orgamzed military forces of the Government of the Commonwealth of
the Philippines and the Philippine Scouts to have been active service
for purposes of benefits under programs administered by the Secreta.ry
of Veterans Affairs.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JANUARY 6, 2011

SPEIER mtrodueed the following bill; which was referred to the Commlttee‘
on Veterans’ Affairs -

A BILL

To amend title 38, United States Code, to deem certain

service in the organized military forces of the Govern-

" ment of the Commonwealth of the Philippines and the

T, N U SR O

- Philippine Scouts to have been active service for purposes

of benefits under programs administered by the Sec-

- retary of Veterans Affairs.

~ Beuat enacted by the Senate cmd House of Representa-
tives of the United States of Amemca wn Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Flhpmo Veterans Fair-

‘ness Act of 2011”
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1 SEC. 2. CERTAIN SERVICE IN THE ORGANIZED MILITARY

10
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FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES AND THE PHIL-
IPPINE SCOUTS DEEIV[ED TO BE ACTIVE

SERVICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 107 of title 38 United

States Code is amended——- _ |

14 _'

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
3
24
25

2%

lows:

(1) in subsection (a)— :

| (A) by stljiking “not”’ after “Army of the
United States, shall”’; and

(B) bjr'striking “ except benefits under—

7 and all that follows in that subsection and in-
serting a period; o
(2) in' subsection (b)—

- (A) by étriking ‘“‘not” after “Arme‘d Foreces
Vbluntary' Recruitment Act of 1945 sha ’_’; and

- (B) by striking “except—"" and all that fol- 7’
lows in that sﬁbsection_ and. inserting a period,;

(3) by amending subsection (¢) to read as fol-

-~ ““e) DETERMINATION OF FLIGIBILITY. —

“(1) IN GENERAL —In determining ‘the ehg'l-

bility of the service of an individual under thls sec-

tion,

the Secretary shall take into aceountvany alter-

native documentation regarding such service, includ-

ing

that

documentation other than the Missouri List,

the Secretary determines relevant.

*HR 210 IH
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“(2) REPORT.—Not later than March 1 of each

year, the Secretary shall submit to the Committees
on Veterans’ Affairs',, of the Senate and House of
Representatives a report that includes— |
“(A) the number of individuals applying
for benefits pursuant to this section during the
previous year; and
“(B) the number of such individuals that
the Secretary approved for benefits.”; and
(4) by amendmg subsectlon (d) to read as fol—
lows: '

“(d) RELATION TO FILIPINO VETERANS EqQuity

' COMPENSATION FuND.—Section 1002(h) of the American

Recovery and ‘RemvestmentAct‘,of 2009 (title X of divi-
sion A of Public Law 111-5; 123 Stat. 200; 38 U.S.C. |
107 note) shall not apply to an individual described in sub-
sectmn (a) or (b) of thls section.” _

(b).CONFORMING AMENDMENTS..—(I) The heading

of such section is amended to read as follows:

*HR 210 IH
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“§107. Certain service deemed to be active sei'vice:
service in organized ﬁiilitary forces of the
Philipp_ines- and in the Phjlippihe
Scouts”.
(2) The item relating to such section in the table of
sections at the beginning of ‘chapter 1 of such title is

amended to read as follows:

%107, Certain service deemed to be active service: service in organized military
forces of the Philippines and in the Philippine Scouts.”.

SEC. 3. EFFECTIVE DATE.

" (a) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by this
Act shall take effect on the date that is 90 days after the;
date of the enactment of this Act. |

(b) APPLICABILITY.—No benefits shall acerue to any
person for. any period before the _effeetix're date of this Act

by reason of the amendments made by this Act.
o .

HR 210 IH
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