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[Administrative Code - Firearm and Ammunition Procurement Revision]

Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to modify the minimum qualifications for firearm and ammunition suppliers to the City and to remove exceptions and modify bases for a waiver from the procurement provisions for firearms and ammunition.

Existing Law
[bookmark: Text9]
Chapter 21H requires that the City procure firearms and ammunition only from suppliers that adhere to public safety policies regarding firearms. To determine adherence, suppliers must conform to minimum qualifications relating to compliance with laws, established public safety policies, and historical conduct. The Chapter does not apply in the event of emergency, where no supplier meets the listed qualifications, or where the supplier is a sole source. 

Amendments to Current Law

The proposed amendments to Chapter 21H would change the minimum requirements and expand the waivers and exemptions available. The minimum qualification relating to Bureau of Alcohol, Firearms, Tobacco and Explosives (“ATF”) violations would be updated to fit the ATF Federal Firearms Licensee inspection standards. The five trace request per year over five year restriction would be replaced by a clean record of California Department of Justice fines. The waivers and exemptions language would be amended to match language found in other ordinances that affect contracting. 

Background Information
Application of Chapter 21H has led to some unexpected challenges in implementation, and a limited supplier pool. To ameliorate the purchasing challenges, as well as provide clearer minimum qualifications tied to an established administrative scheme, the minimum qualifications have been modified. The proposed changes were made with input from public safety subject matter experts and gun violence prevention groups. The amendments relating to waivers and exemptions were made as part of a larger effort of the Government Operations Recovery Project to standardize language for waivers and exemptions across City contracting statutes to produce consistent and clear application and interpretation.  
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