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FILE NO. 240509 RESOLUTION NO.

[Condemning Racist Threats and Intimidation of the Williams Family]

Resolution condemning racist threats and intimidation of the Williams Family and

urging Departments to prioritize investigation and support for the family.

WHEREAS, San Francisco prides itself on its diversity and commitment to racial equity;
and

WHEREAS, All San Franciscans deserve to exist free of racist harassment, threats,
and intimidation; and

WHEREAS, In 2020, the San Francisco Health Commission declared anti-Black racism
as a human rights and public health crisis; and

WHEREAS, In 2023, the San Francisco African American Reparations Advisory
Committee wrote in its Reparations Plan, “San Francisco’s international reputation as a liberal
destination for free thought and uninhibited opportunities is undermined by its legacy of
mistreatment, violence towards, and targeted racism against Black Americans”; and

WHEREAS, The Fillmore and Western Addition neighborhoods have been targeted by
redevelopment policies, evictions, gentrification, and other racist policies and practices for
decades that have displaced thousands of Black residents from their homes and community;
and

WHEREAS, On April 26, 2024, Alamo Square resident Terry Williams found a package
addressed to him left at his home, and the package contained a Black doll with a noose
around its neck, racist written slurs, and a toy grenade; and

WHEREAS, On May 5, 2024, Williams found a second package addressed to him at
his home, and the package contained images of the Ku Klux Klan, written racial slurs, and
threats; and
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WHEREAS, On May 10, 2024, Williams received two pieces of mail addressed to him
which contained blatantly racist slurs and symbols; and

WHEREAS, The San Francisco Police Department has stated that it is investigating the
incidents as hate crimes; and

WHEREAS, Neighbors and community leaders have shown their support for Williams
and his family, collecting video surveillance from neighbors, fundraising for a security system
at the residence, contacting City leaders, and staging a rally calling for this case to be solved
and the family protected from further harassment; and

WHEREAS, Over two weeks after the first incident, and notwithstanding the pattern of
racial terror threats against Williams and his family, no arrests have been made; and

WHEREAS, These incidents have caused extreme distress to Williams and his family,
as well as other Black community members and neighbors; and

WHEREAS, Finding the perpetrator or perpetrators of these racist threats must be
prioritized to ensure the safety of the Williams family and the broader community; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Board of Supervisors condemns the ongoing
racist intimidation and threats against Terry Williams and his family; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Board of Supervisors urges the
Mayor, San Francisco Police Department, and the Office of Victim Services to prioritize
identifying and apprehending the perpetrator or perpetrators of these hate crimes, and
supporting Mr. Williams and his family through these traumatic events; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Board of Supervisors urges the

Federal Bureau of Investigations to investigate the threats delivered to Mr. Williams by mail.
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Introduction Form

(by a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor)

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one):

1. For reference to Committee (Ordinance, Resolution, Motion or Charter Amendment)
[ ] 2. Request for next printed agenda (For Adoption Without Committee Reference)
(Routine, non-controversial and/or commendatory matters only)
3. Request for Hearing on a subject matter at Committee
4. Request for Letter beginning with “Supervisor | inquires...”

5. City Attorney Request

6. Call File No. | from Committee.

7. Budget and Legislative Analyst Request (attached written Motion)
8. Substitute Legislation File No.
9. Reactivate File No. |

10. Topic submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the Board on |

The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following (please check all appropriate boxes):
[J Small Business Commission [J Youth Commission [J Ethics Commission

[ Planning Commission  [] Building Inspection Commission [ Human Resources Department

General Plan Referral sent to the Planning Department (proposed legislation subject to Charter 4.105 & Admin 2A.53):
[J Yes [J No

(Note: For Imperative Agenda items (a Resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Agenda Form.)

Sponsor(s):

Preston, Walton, Ronen, Mandelman, Chan, Dorsey, Peskin, Safai, Stefani
Subject:

Condemning Racist Threats and Intimidation

Long Title or text listed:

Resolution Condemning Racist Threats and Intimidation of Williams Family and Urging Departments
to Prioritize Investigation and Support for Family.

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: |/s/ Dean Preston
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