From: Devin Carraway

To: Carroll, John (BOS)
Subject: Comment re: File #260359 (Uncertified Lithium-Ion Battery Ban)
Date: Thursday, April 9, 2026 9:33:36 PM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

I submit the following comment regarding file 260359 ("Uncertified Lithium-Ion Battery
Ban"), introduced by Supervisor Mahmood to the Land Use and Transportation Committee:

The risk and consequences of fires from damaged and faulty batteries of all types is a real
engineering and structural challenge driven by an even more complex economic and social
inequality problem. I don't dispute the validity of Supervisor Mahmood's concerns. However, |
object to trying to solve complex problems by banning the effect without examining the entire
system, or by imposing the cost of a solution on the most vulnerable people involved in a
problem. Delivery workers are poorly paid and after the gig companies bought Prop 22, SF is
constrained in its abilities to compel them to fix that. UL certification will raise the price of
their bikes and batteries, which penalizes the gig workers for a problem they did not create. It
will displace even more of them from zero-carbon ebikes onto gas-burning mopeds, which
worsen street level hazards (more serious injuries, conflicts between mopeds and bikes). If you
intend to regulate the batteries, you should look to offset the costs and encourage more
sustainable structures. Useful examples are happening now in New York City, which has the
same problem but approached it by providing safer on-curb charging, "Deliverista Hubs" with
charging lockers, battery swaps and other services.
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From: Carroll, John (BOS)

To: "Devin Carraway"; Melgar, Myrna (BOS); Low, Jen (BOS); Chen, Chyanne (BOS); Sciammas, Charlie (BOS);
Mahmood, Bilal (BOS); Cooper, Raynell (BOS)

Subject: RE: Comment re: File #260359 (Uncertified Lithium-Ion Battery Ban)

Date: Friday, April 10, 2026 11:08:00 AM

Attachments: image001.png

Thank you for your comment letter.

I am forwarding your comments to the members of the Land Use and Transportation
committee, and | will include your comments in the file for this ordinance matter.

| invite you to review the entire matter on our Legislative Research Center by following
the link below:

Board of Supervisors File No. 260359

John Carroll

Assistant Clerk

Board of Supervisors

San Francisco City Hall, Room 244
San Francisco, CA 94102
(415)554-4445

5 Click here to complete a Board of Supervisors Customer Service Satisfaction form.
The Legislative Research Center provides 24-hour access to Board of Supervisors legislation and archived matters since August 1998.

Disclosures: Personal information that is provided in communications to the Board of Supervisors is subject to disclosure under the
California Public Records Act and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. Personal information provided will not be redacted. Members of
the public are not required to provide personal identifying information when they communicate with the Board of Supervisors and its

committees. All written or oral communications that members of the public submit to the Clerk's Office regarding pending legislation or

hearings will be made available to all members of the public for inspection and copying. The Clerk's Office does not redact any information

from these submissions. This means that personal information—including names, phone numbers, addresses and similar information that
a member of the public elects to submit to the Board and its committees—may appear on the Board of Supervisors website or in other
public documents that members of the public may inspect or copy.
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| submit the following comment regarding file 260359 ("Uncertified Lithium~lon Battery
Ban"), introduced by Supervisor Mahmood to the Land Use and Transportation
Committee:

The risk and consequences of fires from damaged and faulty batteries of all typesis a
real engineering and structural challenge driven by an even more complex economic
and social inequality problem. | don't dispute the validity of Supervisor Mahmood's
concerns. However, | object to trying to solve complex problems by banning the effect
without examining the entire system, or by imposing the cost of a solution on the most
vulnerable people involved in a problem. Delivery workers are poorly paid and after the
gig companies bought Prop 22, SF is constrained in its abilities to compel them to fix
that. UL certification will raise the price of their bikes and batteries, which penalizes the
gig workers for a problem they did not create. It will displace even more of them from
zero-carbon ebikes onto gas-burning mopeds, which worsen street level hazards (more
serious injuries, conflicts between mopeds and bikes). If you intend to regulate the
batteries, you should look to offset the costs and encourage more sustainable
structures. Useful examples are happening now in New York City, which has the same
problem but approached it by providing safer on-curb charging, "Deliverista Hubs" with
charging lockers, battery swaps and other services.
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