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To: BOS Legislation, (BOS); Calvillo, Angela (BOS); Somera, Alisa (BOS)
Cc: Ronen, Hillary (BOS); Gee, Natalie (BOS); Angulo, Sunny (BOS); Carrillo, Lila (BOS); Hsieh, Frances (BOS)
Subject: Re: Resolution Supporting California State Assembly Bill No. 1975 (Bonta) - Medi-Cal: medically supportive food

and nutrition interventions.
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Hi Lisa,

There is a letter of support from CA Association of Counties (see attached), but not one from the
League of California Cities. 

I am also confirming this is a routine matter, not contentious in any way, and is of no special
interest.

Thank you!

Take care,

Jen

…………………………………………………
Jennifer Ferrigno, Legislative Aide
San Francisco District 9 | Supervisor Hillary Ronen
jennifer.ferrigno@sfgov.org | c. 415.307.0232
(she/her/ella)

From: BOS Legislation, (BOS) <bos.legislation@sfgov.org>
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2024 2:14 PM
To: Ferrigno, Jennifer (BOS) <jennifer.ferrigno@sfgov.org>; Calvillo, Angela (BOS)
<angela.calvillo@sfgov.org>; Somera, Alisa (BOS) <alisa.somera@sfgov.org>
Cc: Ronen, Hillary (BOS) <hillary.ronen@sfgov.org>; BOS Legislation, (BOS)
<bos.legislation@sfgov.org>; Gee, Natalie (BOS) <natalie.gee@sfgov.org>; Angulo, Sunny (BOS)
<sunny.angulo@sfgov.org>; Carrillo, Lila (BOS) <lila.carrillo@sfgov.org>; Hsieh, Frances (BOS)
<frances.hsieh@sfgov.org>
Subject: RE: Resolution Supporting California State Assembly Bill No. 1975 (Bonta) - Medi-Cal:
medically supportive food and nutrition interventions.
 
Hi Jennifer,
 
Thank you for the legislation submission. Pursuant to Board Rule 2.8.2, please provide the following
to complete this submission:

 
confirm that organizations such as the California State Association of Counties and
League of California Cities have not taken a position on these bills. If they have, please
provide a copy of their statement for completeness of the file
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May 8, 2024 
 
The Honorable Buffy Wicks 


Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee  


1021 O Street, Suite 8220 


Sacramento, CA 95814 


 
Re:  AB 1975 (Bonta): Medi-Cal: medically supportive food and nutrition interventions. 
 As Introduced – SUPPORT  


    
Dear Assembly Member Wicks,  
 
On behalf of the California State Association of Counties (CSAC), representing all 58 counties in 
the state, I am writing in support of Assembly Bill 1975 by Assembly Member Mia Bonta. This 
measure would, subject to federal approval, make medically supportive food and nutrition 
interventions a covered benefit under Medi-Cal fee-for-service and managed care delivery 
systems.  
 
Adequate food and nutrition are key to preventing and treating many health conditions, 
including preventable chronic conditions that disproportionately affect low-income 
communities and people of color. Healthy nutrition can significantly improve an individual’s 
quality of life and reduce lifelong health care costs. Recognizing the important connection 
between nutrition and health outcomes, medically tailored meals and supportive food are 
included as one of 14 pre-approved Community Supports available through CalAIM. Over a 12-
month reporting period between 2023-2024, medically tailored meals and supportive food was 
the most utilized Community Support, with nearly 40,450 Medi-Cal Managed Care Plan (MCP) 
members receiving this benefit. Despite the high utilization, not all MCPs offer medically tailored 
meals and supportive food as a Community Support and the federal approval to offer this 
benefit is currently only effective through December 31, 2026.  
 
AB 1975 would permanently expand this benefit by adding medically supportive food and 
nutrition interventions as a covered Medi-Cal benefit if determined to be medically necessary by 
a health care provider or health plan. In addition, this measure requires the Department of 
Health Care Services (DHCS) to establish a stakeholder group to advise DHCS on the qualifying 
medical conditions for this benefit, rate setting, and other guidance on benefit design.  


 
Counties are deeply invested in improving health outcomes and health equity for Californians. 
Counties also support preventative health interventions that reduce avoidable healthcare costs. 
AB 1975 will expand a highly utilized and cost-effective health benefit to all Medi-Cal recipients, 
reduce long-term healthcare spending, and advance health equity. It is for these reasons that 
CSAC supports AB 1975. Should you have any questions about our position, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at (916) 591-5308 or jonodera@counties.org.  
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Sincerely, 
 


 
Jolie Onodera 
Senior Legislative Advocate 
 
cc: The Honorable Mia Bonta, California State Assembly 
 Members and Consultants, Assembly Appropriations Committee  
 Joe Shinstock, Fiscal Director, Assembly Republican Caucus  
  
  







since the item is requested to be placed on the For Adoption Without Committee
Reference of the agenda, pursuant to Board Rule 2.1.2, please confirm that these
matters are routine, not contentious in nature, and of no special interest

 
Lisa Lew
San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, CA 94102
T 415-554-7718 | F 415-554-5163
lisa.lew@sfgov.org | www.sfbos.org

 
(VIRTUAL APPOINTMENTS) To schedule a “virtual” meeting with me (on Microsoft Teams), please ask and I can answer your
questions in real time.

    Click here to complete a Board of Supervisors Customer Service Satisfaction form

The Legislative Research Center provides 24-hour access to Board of Supervisors legislation, and archived matters since August 1998.

 
Disclosures: Personal information that is provided in communications to the Board of Supervisors is subject to disclosure under the
California Public Records Act and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. Personal information provided will not be redacted.  Members of
the public are not required to provide personal identifying information when they communicate with the Board of Supervisors and its
committees. All written or oral communications that members of the public submit to the Clerk's Office regarding pending legislation or
hearings will be made available to all members of the public for inspection and copying. The Clerk's Office does not redact any information
from these submissions. This means that personal information—including names, phone numbers, addresses and similar information that
a member of the public elects to submit to the Board and its committees—may appear on the Board of Supervisors' website or in other
public documents that members of the public may inspect or copy.

 
From: Ferrigno, Jennifer (BOS) <jennifer.ferrigno@sfgov.org>
Sent: Tuesday, May 21, 2024 2:02 PM
To: Calvillo, Angela (BOS) <angela.calvillo@sfgov.org>; Somera, Alisa (BOS)
<alisa.somera@sfgov.org>
Cc: Ronen, Hillary (BOS) <hillary.ronen@sfgov.org>; BOS Legislation, (BOS)
<bos.legislation@sfgov.org>; Gee, Natalie (BOS) <natalie.gee@sfgov.org>; Angulo, Sunny (BOS)
<sunny.angulo@sfgov.org>; Carrillo, Lila (BOS) <lila.carrillo@sfgov.org>; Hsieh, Frances (BOS)
<frances.hsieh@sfgov.org>
Subject: Resolution Supporting California State Assembly Bill No. 1975 (Bonta) - Medi-Cal: medically
supportive food and nutrition interventions.

 
 
Dear Clerks,
 
Supervisor Ronen is introducing legislation today:  [Resolution - Supporting California State
Assembly Bill No. 1975 (Bonta) - Medi-Cal: medically supportive food and nutrition interventions.]
 
I have attached the introduction form, resolution, and supporting documentation. Supervisor
Ronen’s digital signature serves in place of a wet signature. 
 
Staff from the offices of Supervisor Walton, Supervisor Peskin, Supervisor Safai and Supervisor
Chan are included to confirm co-sponsorship.
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Let me know if you need anything else from our office.

Thank you!
 
 
Jen
 
…………………………………………………
Jennifer Ferrigno, Legislative Aide
San Francisco District 9 | Supervisor Hillary Ronen
jennifer.ferrigno@sfgov.org | c. 415.307.0232
(she/her/ella)
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