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December 5, 2018 
 
 
Planning Commission  
Attn:  Jonas Ionin 
1650 Mission Street, Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA  94103 
 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
On November 27, 2018, Supervisor Kim introduced the following legislation: 
 

File No.  181153 
 

Ordinance amending the Planning Code to allow Arts Activities and Nighttime 
Entertainment as Principally Permitted Uses in historic buildings in the RCD (Regional 
Commercial District) district; affirming the Planning Department’s determination 
under the California Environmental Quality Act; making findings of consistency with 
the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1; and 
adopting findings of public necessity, convenience, and general welfare under 
Planning Code, Section 302. 

 
The proposed ordinance is being transmitted pursuant to Planning Code, Section 302(b), for public 
hearing and recommendation.  The ordinance is pending before the Land Use and Transportation 
Committee and will be scheduled for hearing upon receipt of your response. 

 
 Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

        
 By:  Erica Major, Assistant Clerk 
        Land Use and Transportation Committee 
 
 
c: John Rahaim, Director of Planning 
 Dan Sider, Director of Executive Programs 
 Aaron Starr, Manager of Legislative Affairs 
 AnMarie Rodgers, Director of Citywide Planning 
 Scott Sanchez, Zoning Administrator 
 Lisa Gibson, Environmental Review Officer 
 Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning 
 Laura Lynch, Environmental Planning 
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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 
 

[Planning Code - Arts Activities and Nighttime Entertainment Uses in Historic Buildings] 
 
Ordinance amending the Planning Code to allow Arts Activities and Nighttime 
Entertainment as Principally Permitted Uses in historic buildings in the RCD (Regional 
Commercial District) district; affirming the Planning Department’s determination under 
the California Environmental Quality Act; making findings of consistency with the 
General Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1; and 
adopting findings of public necessity, convenience, and general welfare under 
Planning Code, Section 302. 
 

Existing Law 
 
Planning Code Section 703.9 allows specified uses to be permitted as of right in historic 
buildings that are located within the Folsom Street Neighborhood Commercial Transit District 
and the Regional Commercial District. Prior to the issuance of any necessary permits, the 
Zoning Administrator, with the advice of the Historic Preservation Commission, must 
determine that allowing the use will enhance the feasibility of preserving the building. The 
Historic Preservation Commission reviews the proposed project for compliance with the 
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. 
 

Amendments to Current Law 
 
The proposed ordinance will authorize two additional uses permitted as of right – Arts 
Activities and Nighttime Entertainment – in the Regional Commercial District.  
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