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As amended in committee
February 9, 2005.

FILE NO. 041745 ORDINANCE NO.

[Regulating Skateboard Riding.]

Ordinance amending the San Francisco Traffic Code by amending section 100 (Ord.
No. 300-98) so that it no longer applies to skateboard riders; repealing a second
section 100 (Ord. No. 385-98); repealing sections 100.1 through 100.6, which
established a pilot program regulating roller and in-line skaters that has now expired;

and adding a new section 100.1, regulating the riding of skateboards in San Francisco.

Note: Additions are single-underline italics Times New Roman;
Deletions are stri itahi i )
Board amendment additions are double underlined.

Board amendment deletions are strikethrough-nermal.

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:

Section 1. The San Francisco Traffic Code is hereby amended by amending Section
100 (Ord. No. 300-98), to read as follows:

SEC. 100. (AS AMENDED BY ORD. 300-98) COASTERS, SKATEBOARDS AND
SIMILAR DEVICES, USE OF, RESTRICTIONS.

@) It shall be unlawful for any person upon roller skates or riding in or by means of

any coaster, skatebeard, toy vehicle, or other similar device other than a skateboard, to travel

upon any sidewalk in any business district or upon any roadway within the City and County of
San Francisco.
(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or ride in or upon a roller skate or

skates, coaster, skatebeard, toy vehicle or other similar device other than a skateboard, upon any

roadway or sidewalk within the City and County between the period commencing 1/2-hour
after sunset and 1/2-hour before sunrise.

(©) Any person upon roller skates or riding in or by means of any coaster;-skatebeard,

toy vehicle or other similar device other than a skateboard, upon any roadway or sidewalk shall
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yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian crossing the roadway within any marked crosswalk or
within any unmarked crosswalk at an intersection and shall also yield the right-of-way to any
pedestrian approaching on any sidewalk.

(d)  Any person upon roller skates or riding in or by means of any coaster, skatebeard;

toy vehicle or other similar device other than a skateboard, upon any roadway shall yield the

right-of-way to any vehicle approaching upon the roadway.

(e) Penalties. Any person who violates any provision of this ordinance shall be quilty of an

infraction, and, upon the conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding $50.

(f)(&) This section shall not apply to skateboards reHerskates-orin-Hne-skates as defined

in and under the conditions prescribed in Section 100.1.

Section 2. The San Francisco Traffic Code is hereby amended by repealing Sections

100 (Ord. No. 385-98) through 100.6, to read as follows:
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Section 3. The San Francisco Traffic Code is hereby amended by adding Section 100.1

to read as follows:

Section 4042 100.1 Skateboards, Use of, Restrictions.

(a) Definitions. The following definitions shall apply to the provisions of this section.

(1) “Skateboard” shall mean a self-propelled means of conveyance consisting of a board or

platform, on which a person may ride, mounted on a set of wheels in contact with the ground, but not a

bicycle, electric personal assistive mobility device, motorized skateboard, scooter, or in-line or roller

skates.

(2) “Business district” shall mean any commercial, partly commercial or neighborhood

commercial district enumerated in San Francisco Planning Code section 201.

(3) “Business hours” shall mean from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.

(4) “Protective nightgear’’ shall mean the following lighting equipment.

(A) A lighting device that shows a white light visible from a distance of at least 500 feet from the

front of the device and

(B) A red reflector or other lighting device or material of such size or characteristic and so

mounted, carried or worn as to be visible from all distances up to 600 feet from the rear when directly

in front of lawful lower beams of headlights on a motor vehicle.

(b) Prohibitions and Restrictions.

(1) It shall be unlawful for a person to ride a skateboard upon any roadway in the City and

County of San Francisco, except while crossing a street in a legal crosswalk. When crossing a street,

the person riding the skateboard shall vield the right-of-way to any pedestrian or vehicle crossing or

otherwise approaching upon the roadway.

(2) It shall be unlawful for a person to ride a skateboard upon any sidewalk in any business

district during business hours. This subsection shall not apply to a person who rides a skateboard due

to a disability.
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(3) It shall be unlawful for a person to ride a skateboard upon any sidewalk where permitted by

this ordinance after dark without wearing protective nightgear.

(4) It shall be unlawful for a person to ride while seated or lying down on a skateboard. This

subsection shall not apply to a person who rides a skateboard due to a disability.

(5) A person who rides a skateboard upon a sidewalk in an area where such riding is not

prohibited by this ordinance shall have due regard for pedestrian safety and public property, vield the

right-of-way to any pedestrian approaching on any sidewalk, and shall travel at a speed that does not

endanger the safety of persons or property.

(6) A person who rides a skateboard upon a sidewalk in an area where such riding is not

prohibited by this ordinance shall comply with all applicable provisions of State law.

(c) Penalties. Any person who violates any provision of this ordinance shall be guilty of an

infraction, and, upon the conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding $50.

(d) Education and Compliance. In order to encourage and assist compliance with this section,

and subject to availability of funds, the City shall coordinate informational activities to notify and

educate persons who ride skateboards and the public of this section, including, but not limited to, the

following:

(1) Publication of this section in local newspapers and

(2) Publication and distribution of materials explaining this section to skateboard retailers and

their employees, local schools, local recreation centers and members of the public.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney

By:

Amy S. Ackerman
Deputy City Attorney
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