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FILE NO. 260291 RESOLUTION NO.

[Honoring the Life and Legacy of Basalle Wong]

Resolution honoring the remarkable life and legacy of Mrs. Basalle Wong, a true San
Franciscan who embodied the spirit of hard work and the opportunities of home
ownership as a cornerstone of a prosperous family life; and extending condolences to

her family and loved ones.

WHEREAS, Mrs. Basalle Wong, a longtime San Franciscan and pillar of the Chinese
American community, the mother of four, a grandmother of ten and the great grandmother of
seven, passed away on March 13, 2026 at the age of 96; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Wong and her husband, Harlin Wong, a WW Il veteran, immigrated
from China and began their family in San Francisco in 1947, putting down roots in the
Richmond District; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Wong became the proprietor and operator of the “27th Avenue
Market”, a corner grocery store in the Richmond District in San Francisco in 1959, while her
husband served as an agent with the U.S. Treasury Department who later became the first
U.S. Customs Inspector of Chinese descent in the U.S. Mainland; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Wong raised four children, proud products of the San Francisco
public school system and graduates of UC Berkeley, who later established respectable
careers in law, medicine, and real estate; and

WHEREAS, Despite limited formal education in the United States, Mrs. Wong launched
a trailblazing career as one of the first Chinese American women realtors in San Francisco in

1965; and
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WHEREAS, With her keen business acumen and social and bilingual skills, she
became a legendary real estate agent who helped enabled scores of emerging middle-class
Chinese Americans to realize their dream as first time homeowners; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Wong maintained an uninterrupted active real estate licensure for 60
years and founded her own real estate and management brokerage, Basalle Wong Realty,
Inc., with offices in the Richmond District, serving San Franciscans for over 50 years; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Wong’s professionalism and dedication to service was acknowledged
by her peers as a past president of the Chinese American Real Estate Association, a founding
member of the Gateway Savings and Loan Bank, and other business ventures; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Wong was one of the founders of the Chinese Grace Baptist Church
in San Francisco’s Richmond District, providing bilingual faith-based services for multiple
generations; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Wong, who never retired, always preferring a good hard day’s work to
unstructured leisurely days, has continued her uninterrupted career through age 96 when a
brief illness in January 2026 resulted in her precipitous but peaceful passing; and

WHEREAS, On March 13, 2026, Mrs. Wong was surrounded by her proud and loving
family, marking the end of a remarkable life of contribution in making San Francisco a thriving
place for diverse communities; and now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors recognizes the life and legacy of Mrs.
Basalle Wong, a true San Franciscan who embodied the spirit of hard work and the
opportunities of home ownership as a cornerstone of a prosperous family life and expresses

its gratitude and condolences to her family and loved ones.
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Introduction Form
(by a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor)

[ hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one):

l:l 1. For reference to Committee (Ordinance, Resolution, Motion or Charter Amendment)
E 2. Request for next printed agenda (For Adoption Without Committee Reference)
(Routine, non-controversial and/or commendatory matters only)
D 3 Request for Hearing on a subject matter at Committee
D 4. Request for Letter beginning with “Supervisor r inquires...”
D 5 City Attorney Request
[l s  callFileNo. { from Committee.
D 7. Budget and Legislative Analyst Request (attached written Motion)
[[1] 8  substitute Legislation File No. |
D 9. Reactivate File No. I

10.  Topic submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the Board on I

The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following (please check all appropriate boxes):
[] Small Business Commission ] Youth Commission [1 Ethics Commission

L] Planning Commission  [J Building Inspection Commission [ Human Resources Department

General Plan Referral sent to the Planning Department (proposed legislation subject to Charter 4.105 & Admin 2A.53):
L1 Yes LI No

(Note: For Imperative Agenda items (a Resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Agenda Form.)

Sponsor(s):

Chan

Subject:

In Memory of Basalle Wong

Long Title or text listed:

Resolution honoring the remarkable life and legacy of Mrs. Basalle Wong, and extending condolences
to her family and loved ones.

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: / (/'———"
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