
 

August 9, 2023 
 

Ms. Angela Calvillo, Clerk  
Honorable Supervisor Engardio 
Board of Supervisors 
City and County of San Francisco 
City Hall, Room 244 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
Re: Transmittal of Planning Department Case Number 2022-001407MAP/PCA:  
 2700 45th Avenue 
 Board File No. 230505 

Planning Commission Recommendation: Approval  

  
 
Dear Ms. Calvillo and Supervisor Engardio, 
 
On July 27, 2023, the Planning Commission conducted a duly noticed public hearing at a regularly scheduled 
meeting to consider the proposed Ordinance, introduced by Supervisor Joel Engardio that would amend the 
Planning Code and amend Zoning Map No. SU13 to create the Wawona Street and 45th Avenue Cultural Center 
Special Use District at 2700 45th Avenue, Assessor’s Parcel Block No. 2513, Lot No. 026.  At the hearing the Planning 
Commission recommended approval. 
 
The proposed Ordinance and associated Project has been determined is exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) as an Infill Exemption per CEQA Guidelines Section 15183.3. 
  
Please find attached documents relating to the actions of the Commission. If you have any questions or require 
further information please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Daniel A. Sider 
Chief of Staff 
 

Digitally signed by Daniel 
A. Sider 
Date: 2023.08.09 14:08:43 
-07'00'
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cc: Giulia Gualco-Nelson, Deputy City Attorney  
 Jonathan Goldberg, Aide to Supervisor Joel Engardio 
 Erica Major, Office of the Clerk of the Board 
 
 
AAttachments : 
Planning Commission Resolution  
Planning Department Executive Summary  
 



 

Planning Commission Resolution NO. 21377 
HEARING DATE: JULY 27, 2023 

Project Name:  2700 45th Avenue 
Case Number:  2022-001407MAP/PCA [Board File No. 230505] 
Initiated by: Supervisor Joel Engardio / Introduced on May 2, 2023 
Staff Contact:  Gabriela Pantoja, Senior Planner 
 Gabriela.Pantoja@sfgov.org, (628) 652-7380 
Reviewed by: Natalia Fossi, District 4 Manager 
 Natalia.Fossi@sfgov.org, (628) 652-7306 
  
RESOLUTION APPROVING A PROPOSED ORDINANCE THAT WOULD AMEND PLANNING CODE TO CREATE 
THE WAWONA STREET AND 45TH AVENUE CULTURAL CENTER SPECIAL USE DISTRICT AT 2700 45TH 
AVENUE, ASSESSOR’S PARCEL BLOCK NO. 2513, LOT NO. 026, AND AMEND ZONING MAP NO. SU13 TO 
ILLUSTRATE THE WAWONA STREET AND 45TH AVENUE CULTURAL CENTER SPECIAL USE DISTRICT; 
ADOPTING FINDINGS, INCLUDING ENVIRONMENTAL FINDINGS, PLANNING CODE SECTION 302 FINDINGS, 
AND FINDINGS OF CONSISTENCY WITH THE GENERAL PLAN AND PLANNING CODE SECTION 101.1. 
 
WHEREAS, on May 2, 2023 Supervisor Engardio introduced a proposed Ordinance under Board of Supervisors 
(hereinafter “Board”) File Number 230505, which would create Planning Code Section 249.96 for the Wawona 
Street and 45th Avenue Cultural Center Special Use District (SUD) and amend the Zoning Map SU13 to illustrate 
the Wawona Street and 45th Avenue Cultural Center SUD for Assessor’s Parcel Block No. 2513, Lot No.026; 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed Ordinance and associated Project has been determined is exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) as an Infill Exemption per CEQA Guidelines Section 15183.3; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission (hereinafter “Commission”) conducted a duly noticed public hearing at a 
regularly scheduled meeting to consider the proposed Ordinance on July 27, 2023; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has heard and considered the testimony presented to it at the public 
hearing and has further considered written materials and oral testimony presented on behalf of 
Department staff and other interested parties; and 
 
WHEREAS, all pertinent documents may be found in the files of the Department, as the Custodian of Records, 
at 49 South Van Ness Avenue, Suite 1400, San Francisco; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has reviewed the proposed Ordinance; and 
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WHEREAS, the Planning Commission finds from the facts presented that the public necessity, convenience, 
and general welfare require the proposed amendment; and 
 
MOVED, that the Planning Commission hereby approves the proposed ordinance. The Commission’s proposed 
recommendation(s) is/are as follows: 
 
Findings 
Having reviewed the materials identified in the preamble above, and having heard all testimony and 
arguments, this Commission finds, concludes, and determines as follows: 
 
The Commission finds that the proposed Ordinance will support social, recreational, athletic, and cultural 
needs of the San Francisco and greater Bay Area Irish community and the redevelopment of a distinctive 
building that reflects the Irish heritage helps maintain a sense-of-place for the community. 
 

General Plan Compliance 

The proposed Ordinance is consistent with the following Objectives and Policies of the General Plan: 

HOUSING ELEMENT 

GGoals, Objectives, and Policies 
 

GOAL 5. PROMOTE NEIGHBORHOODS THAT ARE WELL-CONNECTED, HEALTHY, AND RICH WITH 
COMMUNITY CULTURE. 

 
OBJECTIVE 5.C 
ELEVATE EXPRESSION OF CULTURAL IDENTITIES THROUGH THE DESIGN OF ACTIVE AND 
ENGAGING NEIGHBORHOOD BUILDINGS AND SPACES. 

 
Policy 37 
Facilitate neighborhoods where proximity to daily needs and high-quality community services and amenities 
promotes social connections, supports caregivers, reduces the need for private auto travel, and advances 
healthy activities 
 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES ELEMENT 

Objectives and Policies 
OBJECTIVE 3  
ASSURE THAT NEIGHBORHOOD RESIDENTS HAVE ACCESS TO NEEDED SERVICES AND A FOCUS FOR 
NEIGHBORHOOD ACTIVITIES. 
 
Policy 3.1 
Provide neighborhood centers in areas lacking adequate community facilities. 
 
Policy 3.3 
Develop centers to serve an identifiable neighborhood. 
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Policy 3.4 
Locate neighborhood centers so they are easily accessible and near the natural center of activity. 
 
Policy 3.5 
Develop neighborhood centers that are multipurpose in character, attractive in design, secure and 
comfortable, and inherently flexible in meeting the current and changing needs of the neighborhood served. 
 
Policy 3.6 
Base priority for the development of neighborhood centers on relative need. 
 
Policy 3.8 
Provide neighborhood centers with a network of links to other neighborhood and citywide services. 

 
COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY ELEMENT 

OObjectives and Policies 
 
OBJECTIVE 1  
MANAGE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND CHANGE TO ENSURE ENHANCEMENT OF THE TOTAL CITY 
LIVING AND WORKING ENVIRONMENT. 
 
Policy 1.1  
Encourage development which provides substantial net benefits and minimizes undesirable consequences. 
Discourage development which has substantial undesirable consequences that cannot be mitigated. 
 
OBJECTIVE 2 
MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE A SOUND AND DIVERSE ECONOMIC BASE AND FISCAL STRUCTURE FOR 
THE CITY. 
 
Policy 2.1  
Seek to retain existing commercial and industrial activity and to attract new such activity to the city. 
 
Policy 2.3  
Maintain a favorable social and cultural climate in the city in order to enhance its attractiveness as a firm 
location. 
 
OBJECTIVE 3 
PROVIDE EXPANDED EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR CITY RESIDENTS, PARTICULARLY THE 
UNEMPLOYED AND ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED. 
 
Policy 3.1 
Promote the attraction, retention and expansion of commercial and industrial firms which provide 
employment improvement opportunities for unskilled and semi-skilled workers. 
 
Policy 3.2 
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Promote measures designed to increase the number of San Francisco jobs held by San Francisco residents. 
 
WESTERN SHORELINE AREA PLAN 

RICHMOND AND SUNSET RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOODS 

OObjectives and Policies 
 
OBJECTIVE 11 
PRESERVE THE SCALE OF RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT ALONG THE COASTAL 
ZONE AREA. 
 
Policy 11.7 
Maintain a community business district along Sloat Boulevard within the Coastal Zone to provide goods and 
services to residents of the outer Sunset and visitors to the Zoo and Ocean Beach. 
 
The Ordinance will facilitate the development of an expanded community facility for the United Irish Cultural 
Center, a longtime community member of the Outer Sunset neighborhood, within proximity to public 
transportation. The Ordinance will foster the development of a high-quality design and prominent mixed-use 
building that better meets the needs of an established community facility that provides recreational, educational, 
and civic opportunities for the residents of the Outer Sunset neighborhood. The Ordinance will also preserve an 
important part of San Francisco and its Irish community’s history. 
 
Planning Code Section 101 Findings 

The proposed amendments to the Planning Code are consistent with the eight Priority Policies set forth in 
Section 101.1(b) of the Planning Code in that: 
 

1. That existing neighborhood-serving retail uses be preserved and enhanced and future opportunities 
for resident employment in and ownership of such businesses enhanced; 
 
The proposed Ordinance would not have a negative effect on neighborhood serving retail uses and will 
not have a negative effect on opportunities for resident employment in and ownership of 
neighborhood-serving retail. 

2. That existing housing and neighborhood character be conserved and protected in order to preserve 
the cultural and economic diversity of our neighborhoods; 

The proposed Ordinance would not have a negative effect on housing or neighborhood character. 

3. That the City’s supply of affordable housing be preserved and enhanced; 

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on the City’s supply of affordable housing. 

4. That commuter traffic not impede MUNI transit service or overburden our streets or neighborhood 
parking; 
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The proposed Ordinance would not result in commuter traffic impeding MUNI transit service or 
overburdening the streets or neighborhood parking.

5. That a diverse economic base be maintained by protecting our industrial and service sectors from 
displacement due to commercial office development, and that future opportunities for resident 
employment and ownership in these sectors be enhanced;

The proposed Ordinance would not cause displacement of the industrial or service sectors due to office 
development, and future opportunities for resident employment or ownership in these sectors would not 
be impaired.

6. That the City achieve the greatest possible preparedness to protect against injury and loss of life in an 
earthquake;

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on City’s preparedness against injury and loss 
of life in an earthquake.

7. That the landmarks and historic buildings be preserved;

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on the City’s Landmarks and historic buildings.

8. That our parks and open space and their access to sunlight and vistas be protected from development;

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on the City’s parks and open space and their 
access to sunlight and vistas.

Planning Code Section 302 Findings.

The Planning Commission finds from the facts presented that the public necessity, convenience and general 
welfare require the proposed amendments to the Planning Code as set forth in Section 302.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Commission hereby APPROVES the proposed Ordinance as
described in this Resolution.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Commission at its meeting on July 27, 2023. 

Laura Lynch
Acting Commission Secretary

AYES:   Braun, Ruiz, Diamond, Imperial, Koppel, Tanner
NOES:  None
ABSENT: Moore
ADOPTED: July 27, 2023

Laura Lynch

Laura C 
Lynch

Digitally signed 
by Laura C 
Lynch 
Date: 2023.08.09 
09:05:04 -07'00'


