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Updates on COVID-19 
Prevention in SROs



https://data.sfgov.org/stories/s/j28y-d6d4

https://data.sfgov.org/stories/s/j28y-d6d4




Community Engagement

• Met with Chinatown community leaders 
• Met with Chinese Hospital leadership to plan collaborative response 

to COVID-19 cases in SROs in Chinatown
• Setting up recurring meetings with SRO collaboratives

• Hear concerns
• Provide information and updates
• Strategize together how to optimize COVID-19 prevention for SRO residents 

and others disproportionately impacted by COVID-19



Testing as part of outbreak prevention and 
response
• Request to re-evaluate provision in the legislation that requires 

SFDPH to test all residents in an SRO within 48 hours of a single case 
(section 3.g.1)

• SRO Response Team will continue to deploy on-site testing to a 
building when there is concern for intrabuilding transmission



Testing as part of outbreak prevention and 
response
• Testing is important as it enables us to identify individuals who have 

COVID when they are still in their infectious period
• Support them in isolating, which decreases the number of people to whom 

they transmit COVID
• Identify their close contacts, who are connected to testing and quarantine

• Mass testing at a single point in time does not, in and of itself, 
prevent COVID-19



Testing as part of outbreak prevention and 
response
• Mass building-wide testing after a single case in an SRO is not 

grounded in evidence:

• Not in line with our citywide testing strategy, or with CDPH or CDC guidance 
on cluster and outbreak response

• Not a strategic or efficient use of limited testing resources
• Our investigative tools can help us predict where and when to test

• Primary prevention approaches, including masking, social distancing, 
and hand washing are critical for mitigating spread in all settings
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