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FILE NO. 150897 ~ RESOLUTION NO.

[Artistic Free Speech Day - August 7, 2015]

Resolution declaring August 7, 2015, as Artistic Free Speech Day in the City and

County of San Francisco.

WHEREAS, Freedom of speech is a cere value in the United States of America: end

WHEREAS, Arﬁstic expression is a form of free speech that has been pursued and
challenged, yet ultimately supported and admired in San Francisco for many years: and

WHEREAS, The following San Francisco artists and/or their representatives were
arrested or threatened with arrest fo:r expressing themselves through their art; and

WHEREAS, Writer and publisher Lawrence Ferlinghetti and City Lights Bookstore
manager Shig Murao, were arrested by the SFPD in 1957 for selling “HOWL" and other
poems by Allen Ginsberg; and ’

WHEREAS, Comedian Lenny Bruce, was arrested by the SFPD in 1961 for performing
a stand-up comedy act that expressed his social critique; and | -

WHEREAS, Vorpal Gallery owner Muldoon Elder, was arrested in 1964 by the SFPD
for displaying “Themes from the Kama Sutra” sculpturee by Ron Boice; and .

WHEREAS, Journalist and filmmaker Saul Landau, was threatened with arrest in 1964
by the Berkeley Police Department for attempting to screen Jean Genet's film "Chant
d’Amour;” and , |

WHEREAS, Actors Billy Dixon and Richard Bright, were arrested by the SFPD in 1966
for performing in Michael McCIure‘s play "The Beard;” and

WHEREAS, R.G. Davis, founder/director of the San Francisco Mime Troupe, was .
arrested by the SFPD on August 7, 1965, for attempting to perform Giordan.o Br.uno’\s classic

comedy “ll Candelaio” without a permit in Lafayette Park; and

|| Supervisor Farrell
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WHEREAS, These past infringements upon the free speéch rights of all of these San
Francisco artists should now be acknowledged and rejected in the light of the progress we
have made as a city and a society that ful_lyl respects‘artistic freedom of expression; and

WHEREAS, Artistic free speech by San Franciscans has a major and beneficial cultural
and economic impact on San Francisco, known around the world for our artists' breativity;
now, therefofe, be it

RESOLVED, Therefore, do we now decla}re that the annual date of the arrest of R. G.
Davis in San Francisco's Lafayetté Park on August 7, shall be known,'r'ecognized and
celebrated each year as Artistic Free Speech Day; and, be it - . | »

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supérvisors declares August 7, 2015,
Artistic Free Speech Day in the City and County of San Francisco.

Supervisor Farrell
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Introduction Form

By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor

Time stamp
I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): or meeting date

O 1. For reference to Committee. (An Ordinance, Resolution, Motion, or Charter Amendment)

X

2. Requesf for next printed agenda Without Reference to Committee.

3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee.

4. Request for letter beginning "Supervisor inquires"

5. City Attorney request.

6. Call File No. { . from Committee.

7. Budget Analyst request (attach written motion).

8. Substitute Legislation File No.

9. Reactivate File No.

O O 0O0o00dao o

10. Question(s) submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded td the following:
[1 Small Business Commission [l Youth Commission [1 Ethics Commission

[1 Planning Commission [[1 Building Inspection Commission
Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use a Imperative Form.

Sponsor(s):

- |Supervisor Mark Farrell

Subject:

Declaring August 7, 2015 Artistic Free Speech Day .

The text is listed below or attached:

See attached.

| A |
Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor:

For Clerk's Use Only:
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