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_ AME‘NDED IN BOARD ‘
FILE NO. 120899 3/19/13  ORDINANCE NO.

[Municipal Elections Code - Miscellaneous Amendments]

Ordinance amending the Municipal Elections Code by amending Sections 100, 110,

200, 205, 220, 230, 260, 335, 500, and 590, and adding Section 810 to: incorporate state
law provisions governing Community Coliege and Board of Education candidates;
change deadlines for withdrawal of candidacy and candidéte qualification statements;
change the public inspectidn period for candidate materials; change requireménts for
petition circulator badges; delete the requirement that a disclaimer appbear before
Board 6f Supervisors’ arguments in the Voter Information Pamphlet; incorpdrate state
law provisions governing signatures in lieu of filing fees; reinstate candidate filing fee

provisions; and make other technical amendments.

NOTE: Additions are single- underline italics Times New Roman;
deletions are strikethrough-italics Times New -Ronc.
Board amendment additions are double-underlined;

Board amendment deletions are stﬁkethﬁeugh—nepmalf

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:

Section 1. The San Francisco Municipal Elections Code is hereby amended by
amending Sections 100, 110, 200, 205, 220, 230, 260, 335, 500, and 590, and adding section
810, to read as follows: | ' | ' |

' SEC. 100. CHARTER AUTHORIZATION; INCORPORATION OF STATE AND
FEDERAL LAW. | |

This San Francisco Municipal Elections Code is adopted consistent with San Francisco

Charter Section 13.100. Where not othérwise provid'ed for by the Charter or by this Municipal

Elections Code, applicable provisions of State and federal law shall apply._All references in this

Superviéor Kim :
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Code to sections or divisions of the California Elections Code shall also be construed to refer to any

successor provisions of those sections. or divisions.

SEC. 110. DEFINITIONS.

Whenever the folldwing terms are used in this Municipal Elections Code, these

definitions shall apply:

(a) “City elective officer” shall mean the offices of Mayor, Membef of the Board of .

Supervisors, City Attorney, District Attorney, Treasurer, Sheriff, Assessor, Public Defender, Member of

the Board of Education of the San F' rancisco Unified School District and Member of the G_over‘nin,g7 :

Board of the San Francisco Community College District.

(@b) "Measure" means an ordinance, charter amendment, referendum, recall,
declaration of policy, or bond measure that will be voted on only in the City and County of San

Francisco.

(bc)  "Signed and sworn statement" means a statement signed under penalty of

-' perjury under the laws of the State of California, that includes the original signature of the

signer. Facsimile or electronically produced or reproduced signatures are not original

signatures for purposes of this Article.

(ed) "Voter" means an individual who is registered to vote in the City and County

of San Francisco.

Supervisor Kim , ,
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SEC. 200. NOMINATION AND RECALL OF ELECTIVE OFFICERS;
INCORPORATION OF STATE LAW.
Except as otherwise provided by the Charter or this Municipal Elections Code,

nomination of elective officers for the Board of Education of the San Francisco Unified School

District or z‘he‘GoverniM Board of the San Francisco Community College District shall be made

pursuant to California Elections Code Section 1 0602 et seqg. and nomination of all other City elective

officers shall be made pursuant to California Elections Code Section 10220 et seq.;_-and#Ihe |

recall of elective officers shall be made pursuant to California Elections Code Section 11000
et seq. If the official proposed to be removed at a recall election is recalled, the vacancy shall

be filled pursuant to Charter Sections 3.100(15) and 13.101.5.

SEC. 205. NOMINATION DEADLINES.

’ 30602 ¢ S @
Candidates for Mayor and the Board of Supervisors for-all-other Gity-elective-offices-must file -

nomination papers no later than the +46th147th day before a municipal election during normal

office'hours, as posted._Not earlier than the +71st172nd day nor later fhan the +46th147th day

before the election. the voters may nominate these candidates for election by signing a
nomination paper. ‘ | v

(b) Candidates for all other City elective offices shall follow the nomination deadlines |
established by California Elections Code Section 10220 et seq. R | :

SEC. 220. CANDIDATE QUALIFICATION STATEMENTS.

Supervisor Kim
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(a) Content and Form of Statement. Candidates may file a candldate
quallflcatlon statement including the name, age and occupation of the candidate and a

description of no more than 200 words of the candidate's education and qualifications as

|| expressed by the candidate. To ensure that all statements are filed in a uniform format, the

statement shall be in a manner specified and on a form provided‘by thé Director of Elections

for this purpose.

(b) Deadline for SubmiSéion of Statement. Candidates who choose to submita
candidate qualification statement shall file the statement with the Department of Elections
when the candidate returns his or her nomination papers for filing. -

(c) Inclusion of Nominators and Supportérs. The ca_ndidaté qualification
statement may but need not ihclude the names of some or all of the candidate's nominatdrs.‘
The statement may also include the names of individuals and entities which support the |
candidate but which did not serve as nominators. Howevet, the names of such supporters -
shall not be published as part of the candidate's qualification statement unless the candidate
provides the supporter's written authqrization at the timé thé staterment is submitted to the
Director of Elections. The authorization .shall be'in a form prescribed by the Director bf :
Elections. If the candidate chooses to include the names of nominators or other supporters in
the candidate qualification statement, these names shall be counted toward the 200-word

limit.

(d) Limitations. The candidate qualification statement shall not include the party

affiliation of the candidate, nor membership or activity in partisan political organizatiohs.

Supervisor Kim
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(e) Withdrawal of Statement. A-candidateforthe-Board-of Education-ef-the-San

5:00-p-m-—of the-sixty-seventh-day-prior-to-the-election: A candidate for Mayor or the Board of
Supervisors any-other City-elective-office—may withdraw, but not change, his or her candidate -

qualification statement by filing with the Director of Elections a signed and sworn statement of

withdrawal no later than 5:00 p.m. of the 1027#123rd126th day prior to the election._A candidate
mr.anv other City elective office_may withdraw, but not change. his or her candidate
gualification étatement by filing with the Director of Elections a signed and sworn statement of
withdrawal no later than 5:00 p.m. of the sixty-seventh day prior to the election.‘

SEC. 230. FILING FEES; SIGNATURES IN LIEU OF FILING FEES.

(a)  Except where the Charter or this Code provides otherwise, the applicable provisions

of Division 8, Part 1, Chapter 1 of the California Elections Code shall govern the collection,

submission, and processing of signatures in lieu of filing fees.

(b) Each candidate shall pay to the Director of Elections at the time of filing the

candidate's declaration of candidacy and nomination certificates the fee specified in Section

810 of this Code.

(bc) Inlieu of part or all of the filing fee, a candidate may submit to the Director of
Elections signatures of voters registered in San Francisco. Each signature submitted shall

reduce the fee by the amount specified in Section 840 of this Code. Each in-lieu petition shall

Supervisor Kim
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include spaces for the voter's signature, printed name and residence address. The residence
address shall include street and number within the City-and County, or other adequate
designation of residence so that the location may be readily ascertained. Across the top of
each printed page there shall be printed in 12-point boldface type the following: "Petition in

Lieu of Candidate Filing Fee."

(ed) A candidate may submit a greater number of signaturés than required to
reduce fh'é filing fee to zero. The Director of Elections shall not be required to determine the
validity of a greater number of signatureé than that reduired to reduce the filing'fee to zero. If
the number of s_igjnatures affixed to an in-lieu petition is 100 or more, the Director of Elections
may use a random sampling technique for verification of the signatures. The random sampling
shall inc‘Iude' an examination of 100 signatures, or three percent of the totalinumber of
signatures submitted, whichever is greatér. Upon completion of the verification of signatures

in the -samp'le, the percentage of signatures which are valid shall be applied and projected to

" the total number of signatures submitted.

SEC. 260. WITHDRAWAL OF CANDIDACY. |
- The name of every caadidate who has been duly and regularly nominated sHall b'e
placed on the ballot under the title of the office for which he or she is a candidate, provided
that a candidate whose nomination has been completed may withdraw as a candidate by filing
a signed and sworn statement of withdrawal with the Director of Elections. Statements of

withdrawal by candidates for Mayor or the Board of Supervisors must be filed no fewer-than-67

deys-later than 5:00 p.m. on the 302°4123¢d126th day before the election. Statements of

withdrawal bx.candidates‘ for all other City elective offices must be filed no later than 5:00 p.m.

Supervisor Kim . . . , _ :
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on the 67th day before the election. No candidate may Withdrew after these deadlines. Ne

SEC. 335. CIRCULATOR IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS.

(a) UpowreguestofadAny person eirenlating-as-a-principal-or-agent-or having charge
or control of the circulation of, or obtaining signatures to, any City initiative, referendum or

recall pefition, shall request czrculator identification badge templates from the Department of -

Elections. Upon request, the Department of Elections shall provide badge&—ﬁe—t-h&t—peﬁen—te-be

werrraf—eleeeﬁbed—m—ﬁhb&eeﬂeﬂ—éb)—ag&ek—b&dge—skaﬁ—one badge template Contaln_g_ either the

- words "VOLUNTEER CIRCULATOR" e#and a second badge template contaznzn,g7 the words "PAID

CIRCULATOR." Eack The badge templates shalil be—pﬁnfed—mgp_e_c_lfy a font and size that iswill be
clearly legible to the intended public. When the Department of Elections provides badges
templates t0 any person pursuant to this subsection, the Department of Elections also shall
provide written notice 1o #hethat person reguesting-the-badges-describing the requirements set

forth in subsection (b).

(b) Every person is guilty of an infraction, punishable by the maxihwum fine

allowed under state law, who, CIrculatlng, asa pnncxpal or agent e,ukawﬁg-eherge—eeeeﬁ#el—ef _
ﬁheeﬁea%eeen—ef— or obtaining signatures to any Clty initiative, referendum or recall petition,

}inter_ttionally fails to display an identification badge prov1ded by the Department of Electlons

Supervisor Kim
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pursuant to subsection (a) on his or her outermost piece of clothing that includes the words
"VOLUNTEER CIRCULATOR" if the person is not being paid to circ'ulate the petition or "PAID
CIRCULATOR" if the person is being paid to circulate the petition. '

(c)  The person having charge or control of the circulation of._or obtaining signatures to,

any petition shall provide évery person circulating the petition with a badge stating whether that

‘person is a paid or volunteer circulator. Each badge shall be printed in the font and size specified in

the badge template provided by the Depcirlmem‘ of Elections. The person hdving charge or control of _

.the circulation of, or obtaining signatures to, any petition

subsection{e) shall also provide an exact copy‘of the written notice described in subsection (b) 10

every person to whom the person distributes a badge-reeeived fromthe-Departmentof Elections.

- Any person who fails to provide an exact copy of the written notice as required under this

subsection shall be guilty of an infraction, punishable by the maximum fine allowed under

State law.

(d)  Upon request by any person, a person ci'rculating, as-a principal or agent, or.
having charge or control of the circulation df, or obtaining signaturés to, any City initiative,
referendum or recall lpetition shall disclose the name(s) of the proponents of the petition. Any
person who intentionally fails to make such disclosure shall be guilty of an infraction,

punishable by the maximum fine allowed under State law. _

- SEC. 500. VOTER_INFORMATION PAMPHLET; CONTENTS; FORMAT.

Supervisor Kim . : _
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With respect to any election to be held in the City and County, the Director of
Elections shall prepare a voter information pamphlet. The voter information pamphlet shalil |
_contain, in addition to any other material required by the Charter or by general law, the

following materials:'
(a) General contents:
(1) | A table of contents;
(2) | An index of candiélates and measures; -
(3) A brief explanétion of the purpose and use of the pamphlet;

(4) A summary of voters' rights, including a déscription of the right provided to
every electdr by California Elections Code sections 9295 and 13314 to seek a writ of mandate
or an injunction prior to the publication of the Voter Information Pamphlet, requiring any or all

of the materials submitted for publication in the Pamphlet to be amended or deleted;

(56) A brief description of the rules and prd(;edures that govern the submission,
selection and publication of ballot arguments in the pamphlet, including a statement explaining
that each person entitled to submit a “Pro'ponent's" or "Opponent's" argument is chosen

pursuant to the priority list stated in Section 545 of this Code;

®) A disclaimer that neither the Director of Elections nor any other City

agency, official or employee verifies the accuracy of information contained in the ballot

Supervisor Kim
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-arguments or candidate qualification statements appearing in the pamphlet and an

explanation that any person submitting a ballot argument or qualifications statement bears the

sole responsibility for claims made therein;

(7) Artwork, graphics and other material which the Director of Elections

determines will make the pamphlet easier to understand or more nseful to th'e voter;
(8). Definitions of terms appearing in the pamphlet; and
(9) A sample haltot.
(b) Contents as to c_andidates:

(1) The candidate quallfrcatron statement of each candidate for ax-C ity elective

office of the-City-and-County;

(2) A brief statement of the term, compensation, and duties of each Ciry |

elective office ofthe-City-and-County appearing in the pamphlet; and

(3) . Any notice required by the Campaign Finance Reform Ordinance or the
Political Reform Act, Government Code Section 85600, informing voters whether the

candidate has ado_pted the applicable voluntary expenditure ceiling.

(c) Contents as to measures:

Supervisor Kim - ‘
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- submission of the measure,

- signatures of registered San Francisco voters that were required to qualify the measure for

(1) The identification of each measure by letter and title;
(2) The City Attorney's statement or question for each measure;

(3) The digest of each measure prepared by the Ballot Simplification

Committee;
>(4) The Controller's financial analysis of each measure;

(5)  An explanation of how the measure qualified for submission to the voters;

|

(A) - If the measure was submitted to the voters by the Board of Supervisors, :
the explanation required by Subsection (c)(5) of this Section sha.ll identify those Supervisors

who voted for submission of the measure and those Supervisors who voted against

(B) If the measure was submitted to the voters by four or more members of
the Board of Super\}isors-, the explanation required by Subsection (c)(5) of this Section shall

identify those Supervisors who submitted the measure,

(C) It the measure was submitted to the voters by' initiative petition, the

explanation requir.ed by Subsection (c)(5) of this Section shall include the number of valid

the ballot, and the dafe on which the Director of Elections certified that the measure qualified

for the ballot;

Supervisor Kim . . : :
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(6) The full text of each measure to be voted updn at the election;

(7) The -opponent', proponent, rebuttal and paid argumehts, if any, for or

against each measure;-and

Measures, and the material specified in this Section relating to said measures, shall

be printed in the voter information pamphlet in the same order in which designated upon the

ballot.

Supervisor Kim : . o
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If space allows, the items speéified in Subsection (c)(1) to (c)(5) of this Section shall
be printed together' on the same page of the voter information pamphlet. This page shall be
known as the "ballot measure title page."‘ The ballot measure title page shall also indicate: the
page number at which the full text of the measure is printed; the page number at which the
arguments for or agaihst the measure are printed; and, if applicable the page number at which

the definitions of terms appearing on ballot measure title page are printed.

~ The format of the voter information pamphlet shall be determined by the Director of |

Elections, subject to the approval of the Ballot Simplification Committee.

- SEC. 590. VOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLET; PUBLIC EXAMINATION.

California Elections Code Sections 9295 and 13313 require that éertain materials

submitted for publicétion in the voter information pamphlet shall be subject to a 10-day public

examination period. The public examination period for each category of rhaterial is speciﬁed

below-and

Eleeneﬂs—aﬁd-ezcbds—teﬁ—alays—lafer Following the close of the public e.xaminatioh period for each

category of material, the Department of Elections may proceed with publication of that

material.

(a) Candidate Materials.

Candidate legal names submitted under Section 210 of this Article, candidate qualification

statements submitted under Section 220 of this Article, ballot designations submitted under Section 225

of this Article, and translated or transliterated Chinese names submitted under Section 401 of this

Article shall be available for public examination for a péﬁod of ten days immediatelv following the

filing deadline for submission of those materials.

Supervisor Kim
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(b) Ballot Measure Materials.

(1) Ballot Digests. Statements prepared by the Ballot Simplification
Committee pursuant to Section 610 of this Article shall be available for public examination
starting no later than noon on the eighty-fourth day prior to the election. The examination

period-shall end at noon on the seventy-fourth dey‘ prior to the election.

(2 Controller Statements. Statements prepared by the Controller pursuant to
Section 520 of this Article shall be available for public examination starting no later than noon
on the eighty-fourth day prior to the election. The public examination period shall end at noon

on the seventy-fourth day prior to the election.

3) City Attorney Statements or Questions. Statements or questions
prepared by the City Attorney pursuant to Section 510 of this Article shall be available for

publlc examination starting no later than noon on the elghty -fourth day prior to the election.

Supervisor Kim o
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS , ' : Page 14

3/19/2013
397




—

OO AW N =S O O N AN =

The public examination perio'd shall end at noon on the seventy-fourth day prior to the

- election.

(4) Proponent and Opponent Arguments. Proponent and opponent
arguments submitted pursuant to Section 535(a) of this Article shalf be available for public
examihation starting no later than noon on the eighty-first day prior to the election. The public

examination period shall end at noon on the seventy-first day prior to the election.

(5) Rebuttal Arguments. Rebuttal arguments submitted pursuant to Section
535(b) of this Article shall be available for public examination starting no later than noon on
the seventy-seventh day prior to the election. The public examination period shall end at noon

on the sixty-seventh day prior to the election.

(6) Paid Arguments. Paid arguments submitted pursuaht to Section 535(c) of
this Article shall be available for public examination starting no later than noon on the sevehty-
seventh day prior to the election. The public examination period shall end at noon on the sixty-

seventh day prior to the election. -

(c) Other Materials. For all o’ther materials submitted for publication in the voter
information pamphlet that are subject to a 10-day public examination period pursuant to
California Elections Code Sections 9295 and 13313, but for which an examination period is
not 'specified by this Section, the examination period shall commence no later than noon on
the seventy-seventh day prior to the election and shall end at noon on the Sixtyfseventh day

prior to the election.

Supervisor Kimi ) - ,
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SEC. 810. CANDIDATE FILING FEES.

(a) Except as provided in Subsection (b), at the time a candidate files his or her declaration of

candidacy and nomination certificates the candidate shall pay to the Department of Elections a sum

equal to $2,000 or two percent of the current annital salary for the office to which the candidate seeks

election, whichever is greater.

(b) At the time a candidate for the Board of Supervisors, Board of Education of the San

Francisco Unified School District, or the Governing Board of the San Francisco Community College

District files his or her declaration of candidacy the candidate shall pay $500 i‘é the Department of
Elections. |

Section 2. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days from the

date of passage.

Section_34. This section is uncodified. In enacting this Ordinance, the Board intends

|| to amend only those words, phrases, paragraphs, subsections, sections, articles, numbers,

punctuation, charts, dlagrams or any other constituent part of the MunICIpal Elections Code
that are explicitly shown in this leglslatlon as additions, deletions, Board amendment
additions, and Board amendment deletions in accordance with the "Note" that appears under

the official title of the legislation.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS J HERRERA Clty Attorney
( N (og——

Jor-Givner
Deputy City Attomey

By:.

n:\ethics\as201 3\0900453\00_83521 1.docx
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AMENDED IN COMMITTEE
3/7/13

ORDINANCE NO.

pMunicipaI Elections Code - Miscellaneous Amendments]

Drdinance amending the Municipal Elections Code by amending Sections 100, 110,

200, 205, 220, 230, 260, 335, 500, and 590, and adding Section 810 to: 'inéorporate state

1[aw provisions governing Community College and Board of Educafion candidates;

hange deadlines for withdrawal of candidacy and candidate qualification statements;

hange the public inspection period for candidate materials; change requirements for

etition circulator badges; delete the requirement that g‘aisclaimer appear before
oard of Supervisors" arguments in the Voter Information Pamphlet; incorporate state
law provisions governing signatures in lieu of filing fees; reinstate candidate filing fee
rovisions; and make other technical amendme”r#;ts

NOTE: Additions araszngle underlme ztalzcs Times New Roman;
deletions are
Board amendment additions are double-underlined underllned

Board amendment deletions are stnkethreugh—ne#ma\l

Be it ordained by the Peop,lé‘lof the City and County of San Francisco:

Section 1. The San Fr‘aﬁ‘cisco Municipal Elections Code is hereby amended by

arnending Sections 100, 1j0 200, 205, 220, 230, 260, 335, 500, and 590, and adding section

810, to read as follows; ’

/

SEC. 100. C,HARTER AUTHORIZATION; INCORPORATION OF STATE AND
v /
HEDERAL LAW,,./
This Saﬁ Francisco Municipal Elections Code is adopted consistent with San Francisco

/
Gharter S_/e't:tion 13.100. Where not otherwise provided for by the Charter or by this Municipal

Electi9h§ Code, applicable provisions of State and federal law shall apply._All references in this
/

3/7/13
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Code to sections or divisions of the California Elections Code shall also be construed to refer to any 7

S1iccessor provisions of those sections or divisions.

SEC. 110. DEFINITIONS.

Whenever the followrng terms are used in this Municipal Elections Code these

:teﬂnltrons shall appty

(a) ”Ct'fy elective officer” shall mean the offices of Mayor, Member of the Boardj'

~

' Eupervzsors C'zz‘y Az‘z‘orney District Attorney, Treasurer, Sheriff, Assessor Publzc Defender, Member of

Jhe Board of Educarzon of the San Franczsco Unified School Dzstrzct and Member. oﬁhe Governmg

. 5“0ara of the San Francisco Communlty College District.

T,

(eb) "Measure" means an ordmance charter amendment, referendum recall

£

eolaratlon of policy, or bond. measure that will be voted on only in the City and County of San

rancisco.

(bc). "Signed and sworn statement" means a statement signed under penalty of

perjury under the Iaws of the-'State of California, that includes the original signature of the

{0

gner FaCSlmrle or electronlcally produced or reproduced SIgnatures are not orrglnal

N

gnatures for purposes of this Article.

(egj "Voter" means an individual who s registered to vote in the City and County

af San Francisco.

Supervisor Kim - - - : )
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_ SEC. 200. NOMlNATION AND RECALL OF ELECTIVE OFFICERS;.
INCORPORATION OF STATE LAW,

Except as otherwise provided by the Charter or this MumClpal Elections Code

nomination of elective officers for the Board of Education ofrhe San Francisco Unzfed School |

District or the Go_ve}’ni@g Board of the San Francisco Community College District shall be made .

pursuant to California Elections Code Section 10602 et Seq. and nomination of all other City elective

officers shall be made pursuant to California Flections Code Section 10220 ét'seq;_-amndilhe
recall of elective officers shall be made pursuant to California Elections Code Section 11000
et 'seq‘. If the official proposed to be removed a’,ﬁ a recall election is recalled, the vacancy shall

be filled pursuant to Charter Sections 3.100(15) and 13.101.5.

SEC. 205. NOMINATION DEADLINES.

‘[Candidates for Mavor and the Board of Supervisors ﬁepaﬂe#mp@ﬁ%eleeweueﬁﬁee&must file -

nomination papers no I_aterthan the'446ih-’l47th day before a municipal election during normal

bffice hours, as posted. Not earlier than the 474st172nd day nor later than the 146th147th day

before the election. the voters may nominate these candidates for election by Sidninq'a :

nomination paper.

" (b) Candidates for all other City elective offices shéll follow the nomination deadlines

3s’tablished by Califomia Elections Code Section 1'02'20 et seq.

' SEC. 220. CANDIDATE QUALIFICATION STATEMENTS.

Supervisor Kim
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(a) Content and Form of Statement. Candidates may file a candidate

: qualiﬂoation statement including the name, age and.oc'cupat_io.n of the candidate and a

description of no more than 200 words of the candidate's education and qualif'cations as
expressed by the candidate. To ensure that all statements are ﬂled in a uniform format, the
statement shall be in a manner specnﬂed and on a form prov1ded by the Director of Elections

for this purpose.

(b) Deadline for Submission of Statement. Candidates who choose to submit a |

|lcandidate qualtﬁ,cation statement shall file the statement with the Department of Elections

when the candidate returns his or her-nominatien papers for filing.

{c) Inclusion of Nomlnators and Supporters The candidate qualn‘"catlon
statement may but need not lnclude the names of some or all of the candldate s nomlnators
The statement may also include the names of individuals and entities Wthh support the
candldate but which dld not serve as nominators. However, the names of such supporters

shall not be publlshed as partofthe candidate's quallfcatlon statement unless the candldate

| 3rov1des the supporters written authorization at the tlme the statement is submitted to the

Director of Elections. The authonzatlon shall be in a form prescribed by the Director of
~lections. If the candidate chooses to include the names of nominators or other supporters in
the candidate qualification statement, these names shall be counted toward the 200-word

imit.

- (d) -Limitations. The candidate qualification statement shall not include the party’

affiliation of the candidate, nor membership or activity in p'artis.an political organizati‘ons.

bupervisor Kim . _ : : 7 '
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(e) Withdrawal of Statement. A-candidateferthe Board-ofEducation-of-theSan

| %M%W%%MM@GH@H—A candidate for Mavor or the Board of
\Supervisors a—n%e%he};@%y—eleemlee#{ee—may withdraw, but not change, hzs or her candidate

qualzf cation statement by filing with the Dzrecfor of. Elecz‘zons asi aned and sworn statement of

wzz‘hdmwal no later than 5 00 p.m. of L‘he 4@2%[4—2341@1 26th day prior to rhe election. A Candldate ’

for any other City elective office may Wrt.hdrawL but not chanqe. h;s or her Candldate

aqualification statement by filing Wfth the Director of Elections a signed 'and_swom statement of

Iwithdrawal no later than 5:00 p.m. of\the sixty-seventh day prior to the election.

SEC. 230. FILING FEES; SIGN'ATURES IN LIEU OF FILING FEES.

(@) - Except where the Charter or this Code provides otherwise, the applicable provisions

<LfDivfsion 8,.Part'] . Chapter 1 of the California Elections Code shall govern the collection,

submission, and processing of signatures in lieu of filing fees.

2 Each candldate shall pay to the Director of Elections at the time of ﬂllng the

- :,andldate S deolaratlon of Candldacy and nomination certificates the fee speoxﬂed in Sectlon

810 of this Code.

(bc) Inlieu of parf or all of the filing fee, a candidate-may submit to the Director of

Elections signatures of voters registered in San Francisco. Each signatufe submitted shall

eduee the-fee by-the-ameunt- speolﬂed—lﬂ—SeC’uen 840-of this- Ced(,Lanh in- lleu petltlen shall

ESupéNisor Kim . : v :
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| include. spaces for the voter's signature, printed name and residence address. The residence

address shall include street and number within the City and County, or_other adequate
designation of residence so that the location may be readily aseertained. Across the top of

each printed page there sbail be printed in 12-point boldface type the following: "Petition in

“i|Lieu of Candidate Filing Fee."

(ed) A candidate may submit a greater number of signatures than'required to
reduce the ﬁling fee to zero. The Director of Eiections shall not be required to determine the
validity of a greater number of srgnatures than that required to reduce the filing fee to zero. It

the number of SIQnatures afoed to an in-lieu petition is 100 or'more, the Director of Elections

' may use a random sampling technique for verification of the signatures. The random sampiing'

shall include an examination of 100 signatures, or three percent of the total number of

signatures submitted, whichever is greater. Upon completion of the vernr Cation of srgnatures

n the _sa-mple, the percentage of signatures which are valid sha | be appned and projected to
the total number of signatures submitted."

" SEC. 260. WITHDRAWAL OF CANDIDACY.

B The name of every candidate who has been duly and regularly nb.minated shalil be

placed on the ballot under the title of the office for which he or she is a candidate, provided

Yhat a candidate whose nomination has been completed may withdraw as a candidate by filing

Li signed and sworn statement of withdrawal With the Director of Electi-o'ns. Statements of

withdrawal by candidates for Mayor or the Board of Supervisors must be filed no feJr';LeiLEh-a-H—é—Z

LLmL’afer than 5:00 p.m. on z‘he 4@2“‘44—231@1 26th day before the election. Statements of

withdrawal by candidates for all other City elective ofﬂces must be filed no later than 5:00 p.m.

bn the 67thidai/ before ther election. No Candidate may withdraw afterthese' deadiines-. No

o i it s pmsnsithde i odcandidatofierS5-00-om_onthe 67th dap-beforethe-date-of-the-election
Gt GurC Iy TV UL tEA -G FY — D=6 LT 1{1:/-1« V 1. -y I-I»D_LI. LIIAY JT/._\/_.]_UI. LN TR R v m A 7 g U:]_‘-_I_Llc_D_I—_DL/_LUI [
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SEC. 335. C[RCULATOR»lDENT[F[CAT[ON REQU[REMENTS.

(a) éﬁeeﬂ—}eqﬁeeﬁejiaény person m%%ﬁ%sipeée%ageﬁf—% having charge

llor control of the circulation of, or obtaining sigrratures to, any City initiative, referendum or

recall petition, shall request circulator identification badee.templates from the Department of

Elections.Upon request, the Department of Elections shall provide é&dges—ﬁe—éha{ﬁerfveﬁ%e—be

worn-as-deseribed-in-subsection{b)j—Each-badge-shatlone badge L‘emplaz‘e Contarn_g either the
words "VOLUNTEER CIRCULATOR" erand a second badge template conrazmng the Words "PAID

ICIRCULATOR." Ezek The badge templates shall ée—pfﬁéed—msgecz@ a fonL and size that #swill be

clearly legible to the intended public. When the Department of Elections provides badges

templates to any person pursuant to this subsection, the Department of Elections also shall

provide wrrtten notice to #ethat person ;-eqaueﬁmg—ﬁhe—bedgefrdescrlbmg the requirements set

forth in'subsection (b).

(b) Every persorl is guilty of an infraction pUnishable by the maximum fine,

Bl]owed under state law, who, Crrculatmg, as a principal or agent, e%kaym—gelzﬁgeer—eeﬁﬁeéef

i or obtaining signatures to, any City initiative, referendum or recall petition,

o ofgemn Lo s
L oy ¥ l/l/bb'\lll—ullv L/J,

‘ntentronally fails to display an identification badge provrded by the Department of Elections

' _3ursuant to subsection (a) on his or her outermost piece of clothing that includes the words

Bupervisor Kim
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"/OLUNTEER CIRCULATOR" if the berson is not being paid to circulate the petition or "PAID
CIRCULATOR" if the person is being paid-to circulate the petition. |

(c)  Theperson having charge or control of the circulation of.or obta’inings;gnafures fo,

any petition shall provide every person circulating the petition with a badge stating whether that

person is a paid or volunteer circulator. Each badge shall be printed in the font and size Speciﬁed in

the badee template provided by the Department of Elections. The person having charge or control of

the circulation of. or obtaining signatures to, any petition

: sﬂésee&eﬁ—{a} shall also prowde an exact copy.of the wrltten notice described in Subsectzon (b) to
every person to whom the person dlstnbutes a badge%dj@s%%&@ep%@%eeﬂ%.

‘ Any person who fails'to prov;de an exact copy of the written notice as required under this

subs-e(':tio-h shall be guifty of an infraction, punisha'ble by the maximum fine allowed under

State law.

(d)” Upon request by any.person, a person cirou.lating, as a principal or agevnt, or -
1a\}ing charge or control of the circulation of, or obtaining signatures to, any City initiative,

referendum 6r recall petition shall disclose the name(s) of the proponents of the petition. Any

~ berson who intentionally fails to make such disclo_éu‘ré shall be guilty of an infraction,

bunishable by the maximum fine _alléwed under State law.
SEC. 500. VOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLET; CONTENTS; FORMAT.

With resbect to any election to be held in the City and County, the Director of

- - [Elections shall prepare a \/-@-tér-irnfo»rm-atien. pamphlet. The voter .i_nfo.r.mat.i.on.,p.amp,h.[ie.t.s.ha.l.l- ce

Supervisor Kim
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contain, in addition to any other material required by the Charter or by general law, the

follOwing ma—terials:
(a)b General cé’ﬁtents:
(1) ' ‘A table of contents;
(2) An in_déx. o.f candidaﬁes and measures;
3) A briéf explanation of the purpose and use of the pamphlet;

(4) A summary of voters' rights, including. a desoription- of the right provided to

|levery elector by California Elections Code sections 9295 and 13314 to seek a writ of mandate

or an i'njunc'tio.n prior to the publication of the Voter Information Pamphlet, requiring any or all

of the materials submitted for publication in the Pamphlet to be amended or deleted;

(5) A brief description of the rules and ‘proce"dures that govern the_submission,
selection and pub‘libétion of ballot arguments in the pamphlet, _ihcluding a statement explaining
that each person entitled to submit a "Proponent's" or"'Opponent’s’f argument’is chosen .

pursdant to the priority list stated in Section 545 of this Code; -

(6) A disclaimer that neither the Director of Elections norany other City

agency, official or employee verifies the accuracy of information containeéd in the ballot

~ larguments or candidate qualification statements»appearing in the pamphlet, and an

Bupervisor Kim
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explanation that any person submitting a ballot argument or qualifications statement bears the

sole responsibility for claims made therein;

- (7) Artwork, graphics and other material which the Director of Elections _

determin_es will make the pamphlet easief to underefahd or more useful to-the Voter; :
(8) Deﬁnlitions of terms appearing in the pamphlet; and |
(9‘) -A'samp[e_ballot. .

~(b) : Contents as to candid_ates:

(1)  The candidate qualification statement of each Candldate for en-City electlve |

Ofﬁce ej{t-ka—elﬁ—&ﬁd—ée%zy

.(2)  Abrief statement of the term, compensation, and duties of each City-

elective office of the-City-and-County appearing in the pamphle’c; and

(3) Any notice reqUIred by the- Campalgn Flnance Reform Ordlnance or the
Pohtlcal Reform Act, Govemment Code Section 85600, informing voters whether the

,andldate has adopted the applicable voluntary expenditure ceiling. -

(c) Contents as to measures:

) _ﬁ--T-_he~id-e-h-tiﬁ-ea-t-i@-n--ef-ea-eh- measure-by-letter-anditle;-— - — - - ——7 -

Supervisor Kim
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(2) The City Aftorney's statement or question for each measure,

(3) " The digest of each measure pre_pared by the Ballot Simplification

Committee;
(4)  The Controller's financial analysis of each measure;
(5) An explana’[ibn of how the measure qualiﬁed for submission to the voters;

(A) If the measure was submitted to the voters by the Board of Supervisors,
the éxplanation réqui'red by Subsection (c)(5) of this Section shall idéhtify those Supetrvisors
who voted for submission of the measure and those Su'pervisors who voted against

submission of the measure,

» (B) I the measure was submltted to the voters by four or more members of
he Board of Supervnsors the explanation reqUIred by Subsection (c)(5) of this Section shall

dentn‘y those Supervisors who submitted the measure,

(C) Ifthe medsure was submit.ted'to. the voters by ihitiative petitioh, the
explanation required by Subsection (c)(5) of this Section shall include the number of valid
:signaturés of registered San Francisco voters that were required to qualify the measure for

the ballot, and the date on which the Director of Elections certified that the measure qualified

tor t_he ballot;

Bupervisor Kim
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The fuvll text of each measure to be thed upon at the electioh;

The opponent, proponent,' rebuttal and _paid érguments, if any, foror
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Measures, and the material speciﬁed. in this Section relating to said measures, shall

be printed in the voter information pamphlet in the same order in which designéted upon the
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If space allows, the items specified in Subsection (c)(1) to (c)(b) of this Section shall

be printed together on the same page of the voter information pamphlet. Thls .page shall be

'known as the "ballot measure title page." The ballot measure tl-tle page shall also indicate: the

page number at which the full text of the measure is pnnted the page number at which the

| arguments for or against the measure are pnnted and if applicable the page number at which

the definitions of terms appearing on ballot measure title page are printed.

The format of the voter information pamphlet shall be determined by the Dlrector of -

Electlons subjeot to the approval of the Ballot Simplification Commlttee

SEC. 590. VOTER INFORMATION PAMPHLET; PUBLIC EXAMINATION.
Callfornia Elections Code Sections 9295 and 13313 require that certain materlals

submltted for publication in the voter information pamphlet shall be subject to a 10-day public

-exa'nlnatlon period. The pUbllC examination period for each category of matenal is specified

E%%%en—day% Followmg the close of the public examlnatlon period for each

category of material, the Department of Electlons may proceed with publication of that

material. -

(@) Candidate Materials.

Candidate legal names submitted under Section 210 of this Article, candidate qualtﬁcaz‘ion

statements submitted under Section 220 of this Article, ballot dési;znatz’ons Sizbmiﬁed under Sectz’dn 225

9f this An‘zcle and rranslal‘ed or transiiterated Chinese names Submlz‘ted under Section 401 of this

Mrticle shall be avazlable for publzc examination for a perzod of ten days lmmedzatelz following the

-zlzng-deadl_t~ne—f@%&ubmlss-z-eﬁ@ﬁtk@Se—ma—teﬁza—lse~»——'---—— S
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(b) Ballot Measure Materials.

(1) Ballot Digests. Statements prepared by the Ballot Si'mp[iﬁcatioh

| _,ommrttee pursuant to Section 610 of this Article shall be aval!able for publlc exammatron

. >tamng no Iater than noon on the elghty fourth day prior to the election. The examination

gerlod shall end at noon on the seventy—fourth day prlorto the election.

(2) Controller Statements. Statements prepared by the Controller pursuant to
‘Sectipn 520 of this Article shall be available for public examination starting np fater than noon
bn the eighty—foprth day prior to the election. The public examination period shall end at noon

on the seventy—fourth day prior to the election.

(3) City Attorney Statements or Questlons Statements or questlons

‘prepared by the City Attorney pursuant to Sectlon 510 of this Artlcle shall be available for

\ubl.1.c_exar_:mn.a.t.r.on_s.tartmg nolater. than noon on the eig h.ty—to_urth day prior tQ_th,epe.tactl_on_.__ ,

Supervisor Kim , . . : . : ‘
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The public examination period shall end at noon on the séventy—fourth day prior to the

-election.

(4) Prdponent and Opponent Arguments. Proponent and opponent
arguments submitted pursuant to Section 535(a) of this Article shall be available for public
examination starting no later than noon on the eighty-first day prior to the election. The public

examination period shall end at noon on the seventy-first day prior to the election.

(5) Rebuttal Arguments. Rebuttal arguments submitted pursuant to Section |
535(b) of this Article shall be available for public examination starting no later than noon on

the seventy-seventh day prior to the election. The publlio examination period shall end at noo_n.

|lon the sixty-seventh d-éy prior to- ’;he election.

(6) Paid Arguments Pald arguments submltted pursuant to Section 535(0) of
this Ar’[lcle shall be avallable for publlc examination startlng no later than noon on the seventy-

seventh day prior to ‘che election. The public examlnatlon perlod shall end at noon on the sixty- '

seventh day prior fo the election.

(c) Other Materials. For all other materials submitted for publication in the voter

_ nformatlon pamphlet that are subject to a 10-day public examination period pursuant to

California Electlons Code Sectlons 9295 and 13313, but for which an examlnatlon penod IS
not specified by this Sectlon the examination period shall Commence no later than noon on

the seventy—seventh day prior to the election and shall end at noon on the SIX’[y—seventh day

prior to the election.

SupavkorKkn
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SEC. 810. CANDIDATE FILING FEES.

(a) Except as provided in Subsection (b), at the time a candidate files his or her declaration of

candidacy and nomination certificates the candidate shall pay fo the Department of Elections a sum

equal to $2,000 or two percent of the current annual salary for the office to which the candidate seeks

election, whichever is greater.

(b) At the time a candidate for the Board of Supervisors, ‘Board of Education bf the San

\Francisco Unified School District, or the Governing Board of the San Francisco Comntunz'ty College

| 3y:

District files his or her declaration of candidacy the candidate .S'h(lﬂ | pay 3500 to the Department of
E'Zections.l |

_ - Section 2. Effective Date. This ordinance shall beceme effective 30 days from the
date of passage. | |

Section 3. Operatlve Date Sec’flon 1 of this ordlnance shall become operative -

January 1, 2013.

Sectiori4. This sectio'_n is uncodified. In enacting this Ordinance, the Board intends to

amend only those words , phrases, pa‘ra.graphs subsections, sections, articles, numbers,

_ vpunctuatlon charts, dlagrams or any other constltuent part of the Munlolpal Elections Code

that are eprlCltly shown in this leglslatlon as addltlons deletions, Board amendment
addltlons and Board amendment deletions in accordance with the "Note" that appears. under

the ofﬁcxal title of the legislation. -

IAPPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS J: HERRERA, City Attorney

Andféw Shen
Deputy City Attorney

1:\ethics\as2013\0200453100828607 .docx
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FILE NO. 120899 | - THIRD DRAFT

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST

[Municipal Elections Code — Miscellaneous Amendments]

Ordinance amending the Municipal Elections Code by amending Sections 100, 110,

~200,-205, 220, 230, 260, 335, 500, and 590, and adding Section 810 to: .incorporate state
law provisions governing Community College and Board of Education candidates;

change deadlines for withdrawal of candidacy and candidate qualification statements;

change the public inspection period for candidate materials; change requirements for

petition circulator badges; delete the requirement that a disclaimer appear before

. Board of Supervisors’ arguments in the Voter Information Pamphlet; incorporate state
‘law provisions governing signatures.in lieu of filing fees; reinstate candidate filing fee

provisions; and make other technical amendments. - '

‘Existing Law

Incorporation of State law _ o _
The Municipal Elections Code sets deadlines and nomination procedures for candidates for
City elective office. Unless stated otherwise, State law provisions for municipal elections
govern the nomination of City elective officers, including City College and Board of Education

candidates.

Nomination and withdrawal deadlines
The Municipal Elections Code includes the following deadlines for all City candidates:
« Nomination papers must be filed by the 146" day before an election. -
o Withdrawals of candidacy must be filed no later than the 67" day before an election.
s Candidate qualification statements may be withdrawn no later than the 67™ day before
an election. ' ' :

Public Inspection Period : . ‘

The Municipal Elections Code requires that ballot designations and candidate qualification
statements be available for public inspection from noon on the eighty-seventh day before an
~ election until noon on the seventy-seventh day. o o '

Petition Circulator Badges o 4
Circulators of initiative, referendum, or recall petitions must wear badges stating whether they

are paid or working as volunteers. The Municipal Elections Code requires the Department of
Elections to provide these badges to all petition circulators, upon request. -

. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS . L ) ' ‘Pags 1
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FILE NO. 120899 o THIRD DRAFT

Signatures in lieu of frlrnq fees
Candidates may submit srgnatures in lleu of filing fees r:ach signature reduces the filing fee

by $0.50.

Drsclarmer before Board of Supervrsors ballot arguments

The Board of Supervisors may authorize ballot arguments for publication in the Voter
Information Pamphlet. The Municipal Elections Code requires disclaimers stating whether
each Board member endorses, opposes, or takes no position on each measure for which the
Board submitted ballot arguments. :

.Frllng Fees .
The Municipal Elections Code does not establish candidate filing fees

'Amendments to Current Law
The ‘propoSal wo_uld amend the Munioipal Elections Code (MEC) as follows.
lncorporatron of State Law (MEC § 200)
Nomination procedures for City College and Board of Education Candrdates would be

governed by State law provisions for school district and community college district e[ectione,
rather than State law provrsmns for municipal elections.

Nomination and withdrawal deadlines (MEC §§ 205 220, 260)

The new, earlier nomination deadline (the 147th day before an electlon) would apply only to
candidates for Mayor and the Board of Supervisors. For these candidates, withdrawals of
candidacy and withdrawals of candidate qualification statements for would be due no later
than the 126th day before an election.’

All other candidates for City elective office would follow the. nomination deadline establrshed
by state law (the 88th day before an election). For these candidates, withdrawals of
candidacy and withdrawals of candidate qualrfroatlon statements for Would be due no later
fhan the 67th day before an election.

Publlc Inspection Period (MEC § 590) : :

The public inspection period for candidate materials Would be a ten-day period immediately
following the filing deadline for submission of those materials. The proposed amendments -
would specify that candidate legal names and translated or transhterated Chinese names are
subject to this inspection perlod

Petrtlon Circulator Badqes (MEC § 335) -
Persons in charge of circulating initiative, referendum, or recall petrtrons would be responsrble

for preparing their own crrculator badges based on a template provrded by the Department of -
Elections. : :

B'OARD OF SUPERVISQRS ’ S Page 2
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Slqnatures in lieu of filing fees (MEC § 230) :
Except where stated otherwise, signatures in lieu would be governed by Division 8 of the
California Elections Code The per-signature reduction would remain $0 50.

' Dlsolalmer before Board of Supervisors ballot arguments (MEC § 500)
The proposed amendment would delete the requirement to publish a disclaimer before Board

of Supervrsors arguments.

Filing Fees (MEC § 810)
The proposed amendment would add a provision setting filing fees at their current levels:
e For most City offices, the filing fee would be $2,000 or fwo percent of the current
annual salary for the office'to which the candidate seeks election, whichever is greater.
e Forthe Board of Supervisors, Board of Education of the San Francisco Unified School
. District, and the Governing Board of the San Francisco Community College District,
filing fees would be $500. . ' '

The proposal would add a definition of “Clty elective offlce and make other technical
changes. (MEC §§ 100, 110, 500.)

Bacquound lnformatron

- ‘Recent amendments to the City’ S publio financing program included changes to candidate
nomination deadlines and procedures. This proposal makes additional conforming changes
to candidate nomination deadlines, withdrawal deadlines, and the public inspection period for
candidate materials. The first draft specrfled that the new, earlier deadlines would apply to all

“candidates for City elective office except for City College and Board of Education candidates.
The second draft states that the new, earlier deadlines apply only to candidates for the Mayor
and the Board, of Supervisors. :

The Department of Elections recommended amendments to provisions govemning signature-
in-lieu provisions, petition circulator badges, and the disclaimer before Board arguments.

This proposal reinstates the candidate filing fee provision at Section 810 of the Muncipal
Elections Code, which was inadvertently deleted in prior amendments.

Second Draft

This draft amends MEC Section 205 to push back the nomination deadllne for all oandrdates
except those for Mayor and the Board of Supervisors. It also specifies the period during
which candidates for Mayor and the Board of Supervisors may circulate nomination papers.
The draft amends sections 220 (candidate quahflca’uons) and 260 (wrthdrawal of candldacy)
track the amended nomination deadlines. -
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FILENO. 120899 .. S THIRD DRAFT

" Third Draft

This draft amends section 205 to modify the nomination period for mayoral and supervisorial

candidates from 171-146 days before the election to 172-147 days before the election, so

that the first day of the nomination period does not fall on a Saturday. Correspondmgly, this
- draft also amends sections 220(e) and 260 to change the withdrawal deadlme for these,
_candidates to the 126th day before the election. '
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| Intreducﬁon Form

By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor.

Time stamp
or meeting date

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one):

X 1. For reference to Committee: Rules Committee

An ordlnance resolu’uon motlon or charter amendment

2. Request for next printed agenda without reference to Committee.

3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee:

nquires”

. Request for letter beginning "Supervisor

. City Attorney reques’_t.

. Call File No. from Committee.

e I @ ) S V) AN

. Budget Analyst request (attach written motion).

o0

. Substitute Legislation File No.

9. Request for Closed Sessiori (attach written motion).

10. Board to Sit as A Committee of the Whole.

o000 OO0 oD oo

11. Question(s) submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following:
1 Small Business Commission 1 Youth Commission - [] Ethlos Commission

[ Planning Commission O Buﬂdmg In_spectlon Commission .

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolu_ﬁon pot on the printed agenda), use a different form.

Sponser(s):

Supervisor Kim

Subject:

Municipal Elections Code — Miscellaneous Amendments

The text is listed below or attached:

See Attached
Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: ./ 2 /ﬁg/%j
For Clerk's Use Only: ‘
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