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FILE NO. 101227 ' RESOLUTION NO.

[Street Artist Sbaces - 17" Street at Castro and Market Streets]

Resolution approving continued designation of eight (8) former temporary selling
spaces in “mini-plaza” on 17" Street at Castro and Market Streets for street artists
certified by the Arts Commission, City and County of San Francisc‘o; exempting said
spaces from the regulation of Police Code Secﬁon 2405(c)(11) relating fo distance

between streef artists.

WHEREAS, The Street Artists Ordinance adopted by the voters of San Francisco as
Proposition “L.” at the election held on November 4, 1975, authorizes the Board of
Supewiéors, by resolution, to designate sales areas where any street artist or craftsperson
pre\}iously ceriified may sell art or craft items; and

WHEREAS, The creation of a temporary “mini-plaza” on 17““ Street at Castro and
Market Streets was initiated by the Castro Upper Market Benefit Community District and was
officially opened to the pubfic:- on May 13, 2009, by Mayor Gavin Newsom and Supervisor
Bevan Dufty; and .

WHEREAS, The pian for the “mini-plaza” on 17" Street at Castro and Market Streets
provides for the participation of street artists certified by the Arts Commiésion to seli their
wares; and |

WHEREAS, The Arts Commission, on June 1, 2009, unanimously voted to request the
Board of Supervisors to designate temporary street artist spaces in the “‘mini-plaza”; and

WHEREAS, The Board of Supervisors in Resolution No. 302-09 designated for six (6)
months eight (8) temporary selling spaces in the “mini-plaza” on 17" Street at Cast.ro and
Market Streets for street artists certified by the Arts Commission with said spacesrsu-bject to
Board of Supervisors review after six (6) months in order to determine whether or not the
Arts Commission
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spaces endanger the public or result in congested pedestrian traffic and to consider whether
the spaces shall be made permanent; and

WHEREAS, The Arts Commission, on September 13, 2010, unanimously voted to
request the Board of Supervisors for a continuation of designation of the “mini-plaza” on 17"
Street at Cast‘ro and Market Streets for street artists cettified by the Arts Commission with the
exception of certain days in which the plaza shall be used exclusively for a street fair such as
the Castro Street Fair or Castro CBD-sponsored events; and

WHEREAS, The Board of Supervisors has reviewed its previous designation of the
eight (8) terﬁporary spaces in the “mini-plaza” and has determined that the spaces do not
endanger the public or result in congested pedestrian traffic; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the following selling spaces are hereby designated for street arlists
certified by the Arts Commission with the exception of certain days in which the spaces shall -
be used exclusively for a street fair such as the CastrOVStreet Fair or Castro CBD-sponsored
events:

Spaces:

| 8 — “Mini-Plaza” on 17" Street at Castro Street and Market Street; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the eight (8) spéces hereby designated in the “mini-
plaza” on 17" Street at Castro Street and Market Street are exempt from the provision of
Police Code Section 2405(c)(11) which prohibits street artists from selling within five (5) feet

of each other.

Arts Commission ‘
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ARTS COMMISSICN GALLERY
401 VAN NESS AVENUE

temporary selling spaces in “mini-plaza” on 17t Strbet at

Castro and Market Streets for street artists certified by Arts
Commission :

415.554.6080

WWW.STARTSCOMMISSION.OQRG
ARTSCOMMISSION@SEGOV.ORG

Dear Ms. Calvillo:

On behalf of the Arts Cominission and its licensed street artists, we
are respectfully requesting that you please submit to the Board the
enclosed resolution approving continued designation of eight (8) street
artist spaces in the “mini-plaza” located at 17t Street at Castro and
Market Streets for street artists certified by the Arts Commission with the
exception of certain days in which the spaces shall be used exclusively for
a street fair such as the Castro Street Fair of Castro CBD-sponsored
events.

W’L%}f '

This resolution reflects the unanimous approval of the full Arts

Commission on September 13, 2010 to request the Board of Supervisors
for continued designation of the spaces.

On May 13, 2009 Mayor Gavin Newsom and Supervisor Bevan
Dufty opened the “mini-plaza” for a six-month trial period. The proposal
for the plaza was initiated by the Castro Upper Market Benefit

Community District and was in keeping with the Mayor’s longtime plans
to create pedestrian-friendly areas of the city. The proposal’s inclusion of

spaces for street artists was not only endorsed by the Mayor and by
_ . Supervisor Dufty but it also received the approval of the Merchants of
CITY AR COUNTY OF -

SAN FRANGESCO Upper Market & Castro.
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September 24, 2010
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On June 9, 2009, the Arts Commission unanimously voted to
request the Board of Supervisors to designate temporary street artist
spaces in the “mini-plaza”. The Board of Supervisors, in Resolution No.
302-09, designated eight (8) temporary spaces for six (6) months subject to
the Board’s review after six months in order to determine whether or not
the spaces endanger the public or result in congested pedestrian traffic
and to consider whether the spaces shall be made permanent.

The staff of the Arts Commission’s Street Artists Program has
neither heard of nor observed any incident in which the eight spaces
. endangered the public or caused a congestion of ped_estrian traffic.

Therefore, after conducting a public hearing, the full Arts
Commission, on September 13, 2010, voted unanimously to request the
 Board of Supervisors for a continuation of designation of the spaces of the
“mini-plaza” for street artists with the exception of certain days in which
the plaza shall be used exclusively for a street fair such as the Castro
Street Fair or Castro CBD-sponsored events.

“We would greatly appreciate your submitting the enclosed
resolution for a committee hearing.

An electronic version of this legislation is also being sent to you.
If you have questions,' please call me: 252-2583.

Sincerely,

i d_Fgon—

Howard Lazar
Street Artists Program Director

Enclosures: (a) Original resolution draft and 4 copies

Ce: Arts Commissioners Greg Chew, John Calloway, Amy Chuang,
' Sherene Melania, Jessica Silverman — Street Artists Program
Committee _ _
Director of Cultural Affairs Luis R. Cancel
Ms. Andrea Aiello, Executive Director, Castro CBD
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