
 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Zach Georgopoulos
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS); ChanStaff (BOS); SherrillStaff; SauterStaff; MahmoodStaff; DorseyStaff (BOS);

MelgarStaff (BOS); MandelmanStaff (BOS); FielderStaff; Walton, Shamann (BOS); ChenStaff; Polselli, Angelina
(MYR); Sweet, Alexandra (MTA); Thongsavat, Adam (MYR); Lurie, Daniel (MYR)

Subject: Hayes Valley Entertainment Zone
Date: Monday, June 16, 2025 10:53:31 AM

 

Dear Supervisors,
I’m writing as a deeply concerned San Francisco resident — not just about what’s happening
in Hayes Valley, but about what it says about how our city governs. On June 2, Supervisor
Bilal Mahmood quietly introduced a sweeping amendment to reclassify over 20 blocks of
Hayes Valley as an Entertainment Zone -the largest in San Francisco. There was no public
notice, no formal outreach, no management plan, and no transparency. Not even a line item on
the agenda. It was a political maneuver and now it’s headed for a full vote. This is not how
policy should be made.The very people most impacted: residents, retailers, service workers,
and families were never asked. There was no hearing, no study, no justification beyond “wine
walks” and political loyalty. Meanwhile, the reality on the ground is far more serious: Hayes
Valley is a dense, overstressed neighborhood already coping with safety breakdowns,
encampments, struggling businesses, and uneven city response. And now, we’re being told
that more alcohol, more noise, and less oversight is somehow the answer? This isn’t progress.
It’s deflection and it’s coming for all of us. Hayes Valley is just the first neighborhood being
sacrificed under this new framework. If it can happen there quietly, quickly, without consent
— it can happen anywhere. That’s why I’m asking you to speak up.
Please:
- Vote to remove Hayes Valley from the ordinance
- Demand proper oversight and public engagement before expanding Entertainment Zones
- Refuse to let one district’s political agenda reshape the entire city

This city belongs to all of us not just those with access or influence. Please show that
leadership still matters at City Hall.
Sincerely,
Zach Georgopoulos
zachgeo@mindspring.com
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Reza Musavi
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS); ChanStaff (BOS); SherrillStaff; SauterStaff; MahmoodStaff; DorseyStaff (BOS);

MelgarStaff (BOS); MandelmanStaff (BOS); FielderStaff; Walton, Shamann (BOS); ChenStaff; Polselli, Angelina
(MYR); Sweet, Alexandra (MTA); Thongsavat, Adam (MYR); Lurie, Daniel (MYR)

Subject: Hayes Valley Entertainment Zone
Date: Monday, June 16, 2025 11:03:55 AM

 

Dear Supervisors,
I’m writing as a resident of Hayes Valley — someone who walks these sidewalks every day,
shops at our local stores, and supports the small businesses that make this place feel like a true
neighborhood. What’s being advanced right now under the Entertainment Zone ordinance
threatens that balance and I’m asking you to stop it. Without public notice, community
outreach, or departmental oversight, Supervisor Mahmood introduced an amendment on June
2 that would reclassify over 20 blocks of Hayes Valley as an Entertainment Zone - the largest
in San Francisco. There was no warning to neighbors. No management plan. No mention of
Hayes Valley on the committee agenda. Just a backroom maneuver apparently coordinated
with a neighborhood nonprofit whose views do not reflect the full diversity of our community.
I appreciate HVSafe for keeping neighbors informed and giving us a way to speak up
especially as this process has played out behind closed doors to accommodate the agendas of a
select few.

Let’s be clear: this isn’t revitalization. It’s destabilization.
Hayes Valley already bears the brunt of citywide issues from public safety lapses to
encampments, drug activity, and vandalism. We’ve learned to live with these challenges while
doing our best to stay connected, informed, and supportive of one another. But this
amendment does nothing to solve those problems. It only adds more chaos — late night noise,
sidewalk drinking, and even more strain on our already stretched public services. We’re
especially alarmed that this ordinance appears designed to codify the ongoing weekend closure
of Hayes Street, which has already caused hardship for local residents and businesses. That
closure needs to end — not be embedded into law through a broader zoning change. This feels
like an end-run around community input on a closure that remains deeply contested. What’s
more troubling is the City’s fixation on turning Hayes Valley into yet another “activation
zone,” when we are already blessed with numerous open spaces nearby. The obsession with
Hayes Street and the push to create a party atmosphere doesn’t serve us as residents. We’ve
seen what happens when destination zones are rushed: they’re underutilized, poorly managed,
and often lead to unintended consequences. If revitalization is the goal, focus on areas that
actually need it - like downtown. Don’t uproot a dense, mixed-use neighborhood under the
guise of “activation.” As residents, we have every right to expect livability and sanity in front
of our homes.
Please:
- Vote to remove Hayes Valley from this ordinance
- Demand real public process and community input before changing any neighborhood’s
future
- Stop this now before it becomes precedent for how we govern

If this can happen in Hayes Valley without warning, without input, and without a plan — it
can happen in any neighborhood. We ask you to stand with us and show the rest of the city
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that policy doesn’t have to come at the expense of people.
Sincerely,

Reza Musavi
rmusavi@yahoo.com



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Eddy Sapiro
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS); ChanStaff (BOS); SherrillStaff; SauterStaff; MahmoodStaff; DorseyStaff (BOS);

MelgarStaff (BOS); MandelmanStaff (BOS); FielderStaff; Walton, Shamann (BOS); ChenStaff; Polselli, Angelina
(MYR); Sweet, Alexandra (MTA); Thongsavat, Adam (MYR); Lurie, Daniel (MYR)

Subject: Hayes Valley Entertainment Zone
Date: Monday, June 16, 2025 11:14:06 AM

 

Dear Supervisors,
I’m writing as a deeply concerned San Francisco resident — not just about what’s happening
in Hayes Valley, but about what it says about how our city governs. On June 2, Supervisor
Bilal Mahmood quietly introduced a sweeping amendment to reclassify over 20 blocks of
Hayes Valley as an Entertainment Zone -the largest in San Francisco. There was no public
notice, no formal outreach, no management plan, and no transparency. Not even a line item on
the agenda. It was a political maneuver and now it’s headed for a full vote. This is not how
policy should be made.The very people most impacted: residents, retailers, service workers,
and families were never asked. There was no hearing, no study, no justification beyond “wine
walks” and political loyalty. Meanwhile, the reality on the ground is far more serious: Hayes
Valley is a dense, overstressed neighborhood already coping with safety breakdowns,
encampments, struggling businesses, and uneven city response. And now, we’re being told
that more alcohol, more noise, and less oversight is somehow the answer? This isn’t progress.
It’s deflection and it’s coming for all of us. Hayes Valley is just the first neighborhood being
sacrificed under this new framework. If it can happen there quietly, quickly, without consent
— it can happen anywhere. That’s why I’m asking you to speak up.
Please:
- Vote to remove Hayes Valley from the ordinance
- Demand proper oversight and public engagement before expanding Entertainment Zones
- Refuse to let one district’s political agenda reshape the entire city

This city belongs to all of us not just those with access or influence. Please show that
leadership still matters at City Hall.
Sincerely,
Eddy Sapiro
eddysapiro@yahoo.com
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: David Driver
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS); ChanStaff (BOS); SherrillStaff; SauterStaff; MahmoodStaff; DorseyStaff (BOS);

MelgarStaff (BOS); MandelmanStaff (BOS); FielderStaff; Walton, Shamann (BOS); ChenStaff; Polselli, Angelina
(MYR); Sweet, Alexandra (MTA); Thongsavat, Adam (MYR); Lurie, Daniel (MYR)

Subject: Hayes Valley Entertainment Zone
Date: Monday, June 16, 2025 12:07:54 PM

 

Dear Supervisors,
I’m writing as a deeply concerned San Francisco resident — not just about what’s happening
in Hayes Valley, but about what it says about how our city governs. On June 2, Supervisor
Bilal Mahmood quietly introduced a sweeping amendment to reclassify over 20 blocks of
Hayes Valley as an Entertainment Zone -the largest in San Francisco. There was no public
notice, no formal outreach, no management plan, and no transparency. Not even a line item on
the agenda. It was a political maneuver and now it’s headed for a full vote. This is not how
policy should be made.The very people most impacted: residents, retailers, service workers,
and families were never asked. There was no hearing, no study, no justification beyond “wine
walks” and political loyalty. Meanwhile, the reality on the ground is far more serious: Hayes
Valley is a dense, overstressed neighborhood already coping with safety breakdowns,
encampments, struggling businesses, and uneven city response. And now, we’re being told
that more alcohol, more noise, and less oversight is somehow the answer? This isn’t progress.
It’s deflection and it’s coming for all of us. Hayes Valley is just the first neighborhood being
sacrificed under this new framework. If it can happen there quietly, quickly, without consent
— it can happen anywhere. That’s why I’m asking you to speak up.
Please:
- Vote to remove Hayes Valley from the ordinance
- Demand proper oversight and public engagement before expanding Entertainment Zones
- Refuse to let one district’s political agenda reshape the entire city

This city belongs to all of us not just those with access or influence. Please show that
leadership still matters at City Hall.
Sincerely,
David Driver
davidrandolphdriver@gmail.com
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Augusta Talbot
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS); ChanStaff (BOS); SherrillStaff; SauterStaff; MahmoodStaff; DorseyStaff (BOS);

MelgarStaff (BOS); MandelmanStaff (BOS); FielderStaff; Walton, Shamann (BOS); ChenStaff; Polselli, Angelina
(MYR); Sweet, Alexandra (MTA); Thongsavat, Adam (MYR); Lurie, Daniel (MYR)

Subject: Hayes Valley Entertainment Zone
Date: Monday, June 16, 2025 3:44:40 PM

 

Dear Supervisors,
I’m writing as a deeply concerned San Francisco resident — not just about what’s happening
in Hayes Valley, but about what it says about how our city governs. On June 2, Supervisor
Bilal Mahmood quietly introduced a sweeping amendment to reclassify over 20 blocks of
Hayes Valley as an Entertainment Zone -the largest in San Francisco. There was no public
notice, no formal outreach, no management plan, and no transparency. Not even a line item on
the agenda. It was a political maneuver and now it’s headed for a full vote. This is not how
policy should be made.The very people most impacted: residents, retailers, service workers,
and families were never asked. There was no hearing, no study, no justification beyond “wine
walks” and political loyalty. Meanwhile, the reality on the ground is far more serious: Hayes
Valley is a dense, overstressed neighborhood already coping with safety breakdowns,
encampments, struggling businesses, and uneven city response. And now, we’re being told
that more alcohol, more noise, and less oversight is somehow the answer? This isn’t progress.
It’s deflection and it’s coming for all of us. Hayes Valley is just the first neighborhood being
sacrificed under this new framework. If it can happen there quietly, quickly, without consent
— it can happen anywhere. That’s why I’m asking you to speak up.
Please:
- Vote to remove Hayes Valley from the ordinance
- Demand proper oversight and public engagement before expanding Entertainment Zones
- Refuse to let one district’s political agenda reshape the entire city

This city belongs to all of us not just those with access or influence. Please show that
leadership still matters at City Hall.
Sincerely,
Augusta Talbot
augusta@alligatorplanet.com
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Alyse Ceirante
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS); ChanStaff (BOS); SherrillStaff; SauterStaff; MahmoodStaff; DorseyStaff (BOS);

MelgarStaff (BOS); MandelmanStaff (BOS); FielderStaff; Walton, Shamann (BOS); ChenStaff; Polselli, Angelina
(MYR); Sweet, Alexandra (MTA); Thongsavat, Adam (MYR); Lurie, Daniel (MYR)

Subject: Hayes Valley Entertainment Zone
Date: Tuesday, June 17, 2025 6:47:00 AM

 

Dear Supervisors,
I’m writing as a deeply concerned San Francisco resident — not just about what’s happening
in Hayes Valley, but about what it says about how our city governs. On June 2, Supervisor
Bilal Mahmood quietly introduced a sweeping amendment to reclassify over 20 blocks of
Hayes Valley as an Entertainment Zone -the largest in San Francisco. There was no public
notice, no formal outreach, no management plan, and no transparency. Not even a line item on
the agenda. It was a political maneuver and now it’s headed for a full vote. This is not how
policy should be made.The very people most impacted: residents, retailers, service workers,
and families were never asked. There was no hearing, no study, no justification beyond “wine
walks” and political loyalty. Meanwhile, the reality on the ground is far more serious: Hayes
Valley is a dense, overstressed neighborhood already coping with safety breakdowns,
encampments, struggling businesses, and uneven city response. And now, we’re being told
that more alcohol, more noise, and less oversight is somehow the answer? This isn’t progress.
It’s deflection and it’s coming for all of us. Hayes Valley is just the first neighborhood being
sacrificed under this new framework. If it can happen there quietly, quickly, without consent
— it can happen anywhere. That’s why I’m asking you to speak up.
Please:
- Vote to remove Hayes Valley from the ordinance
- Demand proper oversight and public engagement before expanding Entertainment Zones
- Refuse to let one district’s political agenda reshape the entire city

This city belongs to all of us not just those with access or influence. Please show that
leadership still matters at City Hall.

Sincerely,
Alyse Ceirante
honorlabor@hotmail.com
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Michael Winder
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS); ChanStaff (BOS); SherrillStaff; SauterStaff; MahmoodStaff; DorseyStaff (BOS);

MelgarStaff (BOS); MandelmanStaff (BOS); FielderStaff; Walton, Shamann (BOS); ChenStaff; Polselli, Angelina
(MYR); Sweet, Alexandra (MTA); Thongsavat, Adam (MYR); Lurie, Daniel (MYR)

Subject: Hayes Valley Entertainment Zone
Date: Tuesday, June 17, 2025 6:52:24 AM

 

Dear Supervisors,
I’m writing as a deeply concerned San Francisco resident — not just about what’s happening
in Hayes Valley, but about what it says about how our city governs. On June 2, Supervisor
Bilal Mahmood quietly introduced a sweeping amendment to reclassify over 20 blocks of
Hayes Valley as an Entertainment Zone -the largest in San Francisco. There was no public
notice, no formal outreach, no management plan, and no transparency. Not even a line item on
the agenda. It was a political maneuver and now it’s headed for a full vote. This is not how
policy should be made.The very people most impacted: residents, retailers, service workers,
and families were never asked. There was no hearing, no study, no justification beyond “wine
walks” and political loyalty. Meanwhile, the reality on the ground is far more serious: Hayes
Valley is a dense, overstressed neighborhood already coping with safety breakdowns,
encampments, struggling businesses, and uneven city response. And now, we’re being told
that more alcohol, more noise, and less oversight is somehow the answer? This isn’t progress.
It’s deflection and it’s coming for all of us. Hayes Valley is just the first neighborhood being
sacrificed under this new framework. If it can happen there quietly, quickly, without consent
— it can happen anywhere. That’s why I’m asking you to speak up.
Please:
- Vote to remove Hayes Valley from the ordinance
- Demand proper oversight and public engagement before expanding Entertainment Zones
- Refuse to let one district’s political agenda reshape the entire city

This city belongs to all of us not just those with access or influence. Please show that
leadership still matters at City Hall.

Sincerely,
Michael Winder
radamacue5@hotmail.com
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Colton Weeks
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS); ChanStaff (BOS); SherrillStaff; SauterStaff; MahmoodStaff; DorseyStaff (BOS);

MelgarStaff (BOS); MandelmanStaff (BOS); FielderStaff; Walton, Shamann (BOS); ChenStaff; Polselli, Angelina
(MYR); Sweet, Alexandra (MTA); Thongsavat, Adam (MYR); Lurie, Daniel (MYR)

Subject: Hayes Valley Entertainment Zone
Date: Tuesday, June 17, 2025 6:55:22 AM

 

Dear Supervisors,
I’m writing as a resident of Hayes Valley — someone who walks these sidewalks every day,
shops at our local stores, and supports the small businesses that make this place feel like a true
neighborhood. What’s being advanced right now under the Entertainment Zone ordinance
threatens that balance and I’m asking you to stop it. Without public notice, community
outreach, or departmental oversight, Supervisor Mahmood introduced an amendment on June
2 that would reclassify over 20 blocks of Hayes Valley as an Entertainment Zone - the largest
in San Francisco. There was no warning to neighbors. No management plan. No mention of
Hayes Valley on the committee agenda. Just a backroom maneuver apparently coordinated
with a neighborhood nonprofit whose views do not reflect the full diversity of our community.
I appreciate HVSafe for keeping neighbors informed and giving us a way to speak up
especially as this process has played out behind closed doors to accommodate the agendas of a
select few.

Let’s be clear: this isn’t revitalization. It’s destabilization.
Hayes Valley already bears the brunt of citywide issues from public safety lapses to
encampments, drug activity, and vandalism. We’ve learned to live with these challenges while
doing our best to stay connected, informed, and supportive of one another. But this
amendment does nothing to solve those problems. It only adds more chaos — late night noise,
sidewalk drinking, and even more strain on our already stretched public services. We’re
especially alarmed that this ordinance appears designed to codify the ongoing weekend closure
of Hayes Street, which has already caused hardship for local residents and businesses. That
closure needs to end — not be embedded into law through a broader zoning change. This feels
like an end-run around community input on a closure that remains deeply contested. What’s
more troubling is the City’s fixation on turning Hayes Valley into yet another “activation
zone,” when we are already blessed with numerous open spaces nearby. The obsession with
Hayes Street and the push to create a party atmosphere doesn’t serve us as residents. We’ve
seen what happens when destination zones are rushed: they’re underutilized, poorly managed,
and often lead to unintended consequences. If revitalization is the goal, focus on areas that
actually need it - like downtown. Don’t uproot a dense, mixed-use neighborhood under the
guise of “activation.” As residents, we have every right to expect livability and sanity in front
of our homes.
Please:
- Vote to remove Hayes Valley from this ordinance
- Demand real public process and community input before changing any neighborhood’s
future
- Stop this now before it becomes precedent for how we govern

If this can happen in Hayes Valley without warning, without input, and without a plan — it
can happen in any neighborhood. We ask you to stand with us and show the rest of the city
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that policy doesn’t have to come at the expense of people.
Sincerely,

Colton Weeks
coltonw@msn.com



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Michael Regan
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS); ChanStaff (BOS); SherrillStaff; SauterStaff; MahmoodStaff; DorseyStaff (BOS);

MelgarStaff (BOS); MandelmanStaff (BOS); FielderStaff; Walton, Shamann (BOS); ChenStaff; Polselli, Angelina
(MYR); Sweet, Alexandra (MTA); Thongsavat, Adam (MYR); Lurie, Daniel (MYR)

Subject: Hayes Valley Entertainment Zone
Date: Tuesday, June 17, 2025 7:00:07 AM

 

Dear Supervisors,
I’m writing as a deeply concerned San Francisco resident — not just about what’s happening
in Hayes Valley, but about what it says about how our city governs. On June 2, Supervisor
Bilal Mahmood quietly introduced a sweeping amendment to reclassify over 20 blocks of
Hayes Valley as an Entertainment Zone -the largest in San Francisco. There was no public
notice, no formal outreach, no management plan, and no transparency. Not even a line item on
the agenda. It was a political maneuver and now it’s headed for a full vote. This is not how
policy should be made.The very people most impacted: residents, retailers, service workers,
and families were never asked. There was no hearing, no study, no justification beyond “wine
walks” and political loyalty. Meanwhile, the reality on the ground is far more serious: Hayes
Valley is a dense, overstressed neighborhood already coping with safety breakdowns,
encampments, struggling businesses, and uneven city response. And now, we’re being told
that more alcohol, more noise, and less oversight is somehow the answer? This isn’t progress.
It’s deflection and it’s coming for all of us. Hayes Valley is just the first neighborhood being
sacrificed under this new framework. If it can happen there quietly, quickly, without consent
— it can happen anywhere. That’s why I’m asking you to speak up.
Please:
- Vote to remove Hayes Valley from the ordinance
- Demand proper oversight and public engagement before expanding Entertainment Zones
- Refuse to let one district’s political agenda reshape the entire city

This city belongs to all of us not just those with access or influence. Please show that
leadership still matters at City Hall.

Sincerely,
Michael Regan
myoldgoat@yahoo.com
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Ira Schneiderman
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS); ChanStaff (BOS); SherrillStaff; SauterStaff; MahmoodStaff; DorseyStaff (BOS);

MelgarStaff (BOS); MandelmanStaff (BOS); FielderStaff; Walton, Shamann (BOS); ChenStaff; Polselli, Angelina
(MYR); Sweet, Alexandra (MTA); Thongsavat, Adam (MYR); Lurie, Daniel (MYR)

Subject: Hayes Valley Entertainment Zone
Date: Tuesday, June 17, 2025 7:15:20 AM

 

Dear Supervisors,
I’m writing as a deeply concerned San Francisco resident — not just about what’s happening
in Hayes Valley, but about what it says about how our city governs. On June 2, Supervisor
Bilal Mahmood quietly introduced a sweeping amendment to reclassify over 20 blocks of
Hayes Valley as an Entertainment Zone -the largest in San Francisco. There was no public
notice, no formal outreach, no management plan, and no transparency. Not even a line item on
the agenda. It was a political maneuver and now it’s headed for a full vote. This is not how
policy should be made.The very people most impacted: residents, retailers, service workers,
and families were never asked. There was no hearing, no study, no justification beyond “wine
walks” and political loyalty. Meanwhile, the reality on the ground is far more serious: Hayes
Valley is a dense, overstressed neighborhood already coping with safety breakdowns,
encampments, struggling businesses, and uneven city response. And now, we’re being told
that more alcohol, more noise, and less oversight is somehow the answer? This isn’t progress.
It’s deflection and it’s coming for all of us. Hayes Valley is just the first neighborhood being
sacrificed under this new framework. If it can happen there quietly, quickly, without consent
— it can happen anywhere. That’s why I’m asking you to speak up.
Please:
- Vote to remove Hayes Valley from the ordinance
- Demand proper oversight and public engagement before expanding Entertainment Zones
- Refuse to let one district’s political agenda reshape the entire city

This city belongs to all of us not just those with access or influence. Please show that
leadership still matters at City Hall.

Sincerely,
Ira Schneiderman
schneido@yahoo.com
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Ignacio Orellana-Garcia
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS); ChanStaff (BOS); SherrillStaff; SauterStaff; MahmoodStaff; DorseyStaff (BOS);

MelgarStaff (BOS); MandelmanStaff (BOS); FielderStaff; Walton, Shamann (BOS); ChenStaff; Polselli, Angelina
(MYR); Sweet, Alexandra (MTA); Thongsavat, Adam (MYR); Lurie, Daniel (MYR)

Subject: Hayes Valley Entertainment Zone
Date: Tuesday, June 17, 2025 7:20:54 AM

 

Dear Supervisors,
I’m a small business owner in San Francisco. I work hard every day to keep my doors open,
serve my community, and provide jobs. So you can imagine how it felt to learn that 20 blocks
of Hayes Valley — encompassing one of San Francisco’s most vital neighborhood business
corridors — are about to be reclassified as an 'Entertainment Zone'. Not to support small
businesses like mine, but to benefit a handful of nightlife venues. No public process. No
engagement. No plan. Hayes Valley is full of people like me: grocers, shopkeepers, service
providers — all trying to survive a tough economy. And yet this legislation excludes us
completely. No thought to how street closures affect deliveries. No plan for late-night
disturbances. No protections for businesses that don’t serve alcohol. It’s a slap in the face to
every merchant who isn’t a bar.
I’m asking you to:
- Vote to remove Hayes Valley from the ordinance
- Insist on a real process before designating any neighborhood for this kind of programming
- Respect the voices of residents and retailers — not just nightlife operators

If this can happen in Hayes Valley, it can happen anywhere. Please don’t let that become San
Francisco’s new normal.

Sincerely,

Ignacio Orellana-Garcia
Volare232@hotmail.com
Overland Lighting
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Hayes Valley Safe Team
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS); ChanStaff (BOS); SherrillStaff; SauterStaff; DorseyStaff (BOS); MelgarStaff (BOS);

MandelmanStaff (BOS); FielderStaff; Walton, Shamann (BOS); ChenStaff; Polselli, Angelina (MYR); Sweet,
Alexandra (MTA); Thongsavat, Adam (MYR); MahmoodStaff; Lurie, Daniel (MYR)

Subject: June 18 BOS Meeting Item 20: 250421 - Hayes Valley Entertainment Zone
Date: Tuesday, June 17, 2025 12:11:07 PM

 

Dear Supervisors:
We write on behalf of a broad coalition of residents, small businesses, and policy advocates to
express our strong opposition to the proposed designation of Hayes Valley as an Entertainment
Zone. This amendment was introduced without public notice, without a management plan, and
without proper departmental review. The people most impacted — the residents and storefront
operators of Hayes Valley who were not consulted. Instead, a small nonprofit claiming to
represent the broader community was allowed to help draft the policy behind closed doors when
in fact, it reflects the interests of a select few who are actively trying to reshape the neighborhood
to serve their own agenda. This is not how citywide legislation should be made. And it is certainly
not how equitable, accountable governance is practiced.

What’s at Stake
The proposed Entertainment Zone would reclassify over 20 blocks of Hayes Valley — the majority
of them within a high-density residential core. This neighborhood is already grappling with:

Drug spillover from Civic Center and Market
Inconsistent and delayed police response
Sidewalk encampments and ongoing vandalism
Shrinking retail foot traffic and post-pandemic business fragility

This amendment does nothing to address these problems. Instead, it codifies contested weekend
street closures (which many of us have long opposed), expands open-container alcohol access,
and promotes amplified entertainment all without meaningful oversight, transparency, or
community support.

Who Benefits & Who’s Left Behind
The only parties promoting this plan are those who profit from nightlife and closure events.
Markets, retailers, and service providers were excluded from the conversation. Many have already
opted out of local events due to noise, disorder, and declining sales. Let’s be honest: this
ordinance pits hospitality against retail and risks destabilizing a neighborhood economy that’s
already stretched thin.

Our Requests
Remove Hayes Valley from this ordinance
Reject policy crafted behind closed doors

Let’s also be clear about enforcement: the current 400 block permit holder has failed to meet
basic compliance, from unmonitored barricades and unauthorized advertising to event
programming that directly competes with neighboring leaseholders. These actions have caused
documented financial harm. Despite formal complaints and documented patterns of
noncompliance, the City has failed to enforce its own permit conditions. To codify this legislation
under such circumstances would not only reward ongoing violations, it would erode regulatory
integrity and set a dangerous precedent for future policymaking. That is indefensible.
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This is not revitalization. It’s political expediency — at the community’s expense.

Hayes Valley is not a blank slate. It’s a lived-in, interdependent neighborhood with a thriving retail
corridor that deserves restoration, not removal. We already have underutilized open spaces
nearby. There's no justification for closing a key business artery simply to promote drinking and
entertainment. Reopen Hayes Street. Don’t sacrifice it to a nightlife agenda that disregards those
who live and work here.

We urge you to vote NO on this ordinance. Listen to those who have called this place home, who
have invested in its storefronts, and who believe in a livable, local-serving future — not a party
zone model better suited for Union Square or other commercial districts.

Respectfully,
HVSafe
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