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FILE NO. 200226 RESOLUTION NO.

[Supporting Unlted States House Resolution No. 40 (Jackson Lee) - Commlssmn to Study and

Develop Reparatlon Proposals for Afncan—Amencans Act]

Resolution supporting United States House Resolution No. 40, introduced by United'
States Representative Sheila Jackson Lee, Commission to Study and Develop

Reparation Proposals for African-Americans Act.

4 WHEREAS, House Resolutien No. 40, Commission to Study and Develop Reparaﬁo_ns
Proposals for _Afrioan‘-Amerioans Act,:introduced by United‘ States Representative Sheila
Jackson Lee, calls for the establishment of a federal commission to study the impéct of |
slavery and discrimination agai:nst African Americans and to make recommendations for
Congress for reparations; and | ‘ | |

WHEREAS, House Resolution No. 40 has been mtroduced at every Congress since
1989 by United States Representatives John Conyers (1929-2019) and Sheila Jackson Lee;
and

WHEREAS, Fer the first time in this nistory of Congress, a hearing Wes finally held in-

' 2019 at the House Committee on the Judiciary on the concept of reparations for African

Americans; and
WHEREAS, House Resolution No. 40 will address the fundamental injustice, 'Cruelty,

brutality, and inhumanity of slavew in the United States and the thlr’ceen American colonies

~between 1619 and 1865; and

WHEREAS, House Resolution No. 40 will establish a commission to study and |
consider a national apology and proposal for reparations for the institution of slavery, its

subsequent de jure and de facto racial and economic discrimination against African

Americans, and the irnp'act of these forces on living African Americans,‘and to make

recommendations to the Congress on appropria’[e remedies; and

Superwsors Walton; Safai, Preston, Fewer, Mandelman, Haney Peskin, Ronen, Yee
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~ WHEREAS, Approximately 4,000,000 Africans and their descendants 'w:ere enslaved in

4 the‘U.nited States and colon'ies that became the Untted States from 1619 to 1865; and

WHEREAS, The institution of slavery was Constltutlonally and statutorily sanctioned. by
the Govemment of the United States until 1865; and |
- WHEREAS, The slavery that ﬂouris_hed in the Uvoited States constituted an immoral and
inhuman deorivation of Africans’ life, liberty, African oitizenshi‘p rights, and oultUr_al heritage,
and denied them the fruits of their own labor; and ‘ |

WHEREAS, A preponderahce of ‘s'cholarly,-legat; community evidentiary documentation

and popular culture makers constitute the basis for inquiry into the on-going effects of the

institution of slavery and its legacy of persistent syetemic structures of disoriminatiort on living
African Americans and society in theAUnitedi States; and | |

VWHEREAS, Following the abolition of slavery the United States Government, at the
Federal, State, and local level, continued to perpetuate, condone and often profit from
practices that continued to brutalize and disedvantage Afrioan—Amerioane, including share
cropping, Cont/ict leasing, Jim Crow, redlining, unequal eduoati.oh-, and disproportionete
treatment at the hands of the orimin'ét_j'ustioe system; and

WHEREAS, As a result of the historic and cootihued discrimination, Afrioan—AmeriCane |
continue to suffer debilitating economic, educational, a'nd health hardships including but not
limited to having nearly 1,000,000 black peopleinoaroerated; an unemployment rate more
than twice the current white unemployment rate; and an average of less than 116 of the.
wealth of white families, a dispéri’ty which has worsened, not improved over time; and
therefore be it | . | » |

RESOLVED, The San Francisco Board of Superwsors reatﬁrms its endorsement for
House Resolution No. 40 as stated in Board Resolution No. 199-03, passed in 2003, on file
Wittt the Clerk of the Board as File No. 030437; and, be it

Supervisors Walton; Safai, Preston, Fewer, Mandelman, Haney, Peskin, Ronen, Yee
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" FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City and County of San Francisco urges the United
States Congress to pass House Resolution No. 40 and lmplement a federal commission to
study and develop reparatrons proposals for the African Amerloan Act; and, be it

' FUTHER RESOLVED,' That the City and County of Sari Francisco will be creating an
advisory oommittee on reparations for African Americans hoosed onder thersan Francisco
Human Rights Commission that can be an example of a commission for Congress for House
Resotutron No. 40; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the Board of Supervrsors no later than 30

~days after the' passage of this Resolutron shalltransmrt copies of this Resolution to the

President and Vice President of the United States, to the Speaker of the House of -

| Representatives, to the Majority Leader of the Senate, to the U.S. Senators for the State of )

Cahfornra and to the representatlves of San Franolsoo on the Cahfornla State Leglslature

urging that they pass similar resolutlons

Supervisors Walton; Safai, Preston, Fewer, Mandelman, Haney, Peskin, Ronen, Yee
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To address the fundamental 1113ust1ce cruelty, blutahty and nhumanity of

Ms.

slcmery in the United States and the 13 American colonies between
1619 and 1865 and to establish a commission to study and consider
a national apology and proposal for reparations for the institution of
slavery, its subsequent de jure and de facto racial and economic diserimi-
nation against African-Ameri¢ans, and the impact of these forces on
living African-Americans, to make recommendations to the Congress on
appropriate remedies, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JANUARY 3, 2019

JACKSON LEg (for herself, Mr. SERRANO, Mr. COHEN, Mr. KHANNA, Mr.
MeEKS, Ms. MOORE, Ms. JAYAPAL,” Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr.
PAYNE, Ms. CraRKE of New York, Ms. JOHNSON of Texas, Mrs.
BeATTY, Ms. SCHAROWSKY, Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, Ms. LEE of
California, Mr. GREEN of Texas, Ms. Norron, Mr. RusH, Mr. NADLER,
Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. RICHMOND, Ms. Bass,
and Mr. EvANS) introduced the following b111 which was referred to the
Commlttee on the Judiciary

address the fundamental injustice, cruelty, brutality, and
inhumanity of slavery in the United States and the 13

. American eolonies between 1619 and 1865 and to estab-

lish a commission to study. and consider a national apol-.

ogy and proposal for reparations for the institution of
slavery, its subsequent de jure and de facto racial and
economic disecrimination against African-Americans, and

the impact of these forces on living Afriéan-Ainerieans,
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puate remedies, and for other purposes.

Be 1t enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

. twwes of the Uniited Stotes of America in Congress assefmbled :

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE: -
This Act may be cited as the “Gommlssmn to Study

and Develop Reparatlon Proposals for Afrlcan Amencans

Act”

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE.

(a) FINDINGS.———The Congress finds that—

(1) approximately 4,000,000 Africans and their
‘descendants were enslaved in the United States .a‘nd

~ colonies that became the United States from 1619 to

1865; o

(2)- the instifu,tion of glavery was conétitu—
tionally and statutorily sanctioned by the Govern.—
Inenﬁoftheljnﬁﬁd.Stauﬁfﬁ0n11789 ﬂu0ugh_1865;

(3) the slavery that flourished in the United
States constituted an immoral and inhumane ‘depﬁ—
vation -of ‘Africans’ v]ife, liberty, African citizenship .
‘rights, and cultural heritage, and denied them the
fmits of their own labor;

(4) a preponderance of scholarly, legal, commu-
niﬁy evidentiary dbcumentatikm and popular culture
*m’arkérs constitute the basis for mquiry into the on-

- going effects of the institution of slavery and its leg-

sHR 40 IH
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aéy of persistent systemic étruetures of diserimina-
tion on living African—Ameriéans and society in the
United States; and |

(5) foﬂowing the abolition of slavery the United
States Government, at the Federal, State, and local
level, continued to perpétuaﬁe, condone and often
profit from practices that continued to brutalize and
disadvantage Afrie'an—Amerieaﬁs, inchiding share
cropping, conviet leasing, J 1m Crow, redlining, un-
equal education, and disproportion‘ate‘ freatmeﬂt at
the hands of the criminal jusﬁce system; and

(6) as a result, of the historie and continued dis-

crimination, African-Americans continue to suffer

debilitating economic, educational, and health hard-

ships including but not limited to havirig nearly
1,000,000 black people incarcerated; an unemploy-

ment rate more than twice the current white unem-

ployment rate; and an a{rerage of less than Yis of |
the wealth of white families, a disparity which has

worsened, not improved over time.

 (b) PurPOSE.—The purpose of this Aect is to estab-

22 lish a commission to study and develop 'Re'paration pro-

23
24
25

posals for African-Americans as a result of—

(1) the institation of slavery, including both the

Trans—Atlahtie and the domestic “trade’” which ex-

sHR 40 IH
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" isted from 1565 in colonial Florida and from 1619

through 1865 within the other colonies that became

‘the United States, arid which included the Federal

and State goverhments which constitdtiqnally and
statutorily supported the institution of slavery;

(2) ‘the de jure and de facto discrimination ‘

~ against freed slaves and their descendants from the

end of the Civil War to the present, including eco-
ﬁdmie, political, edueational, and social .diseri‘mirna—
tion; | |

(3) the 1mge;«111g negative effects of the iﬁstitu—
tion of élavery and the discrimination described in
parag;raphs (1) and (2) on’ lij}ing African-Americans
and on society in the United Sfates;

(4) the manner in which textual and digital n-

" structional resources and technologies are being used

to deny the irﬂmmanity of slavei'y and the crime
égaiﬁst humém_ity of people of Afriean descent in the '
Uhited StatesA;

(5) the role of Northern complicity in the
Southern based institution of slavery;

(6) the direct benefits to societal institutions,
public and private, ingludiﬁg high.er education, cor-

porations, religious and associational;

2010
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(7) and thus, recommend appropriate ways ,to‘

~ educate the American public of the Commission’s

“findings;

- (8) and thus, recémmend ~app1"0priate }remedies
in consideration of the Commission’s findings on the
matters deseribed in pai*agl“aphs 1), (2), (3), (4),
(5), and (6); and | |

(9) submit to the Congress the results of such

examination, together with such recommendations.

SEC. 3. ESTABLISHMENT AND DUTIES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established the Com:

mission to Study and Develop Reparation Proposalé for

African-Americans (hereinafter.in this Act referred to as

the “Commission’).

(b) Dutres.—The Commission shall perform the fol-

lowing duties:

sHR 40 TH

(1) Tdentify, compile and synthesize the relevant

corpus of évidentiary documentation of the institu-

"~ tion of slavery which existed within the United

States and the colonies that became the United

“States from 1619 through 1865. The Commission’s

documentation and examination shall inelude but not
be limited to the facts related to—
(A) the capture and procurement of Afri-

cans;

2011
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(B) the transport of Africans to the United
State's and the colonies that became the United
States for the purpose of enslavement, including
their treatment during transport; |
(C) the sale and acqui_sition of Africans as :
chattel ‘property n infnerstaﬁe and intrastate
commerce;
(D) the treatment of Afrie‘ém slaves in the
"colonies and the Uhitéd States, inelﬁdmg the -
deprivation of Lheif freedom, exploitation of
' ﬁh_eir labor, and destruction. of their cultufe,
~ language, religion, and families; and
() f_he‘ extensive dénia.l of humanity, sex-
- ﬁal abuse and the chatellization of persons.u
(2) The'role which the Federal and State gov-
ernments of the United States éﬁpport'ed the insti"m—
tion. of s'lavgry n eqnstitutional and statutory provi-
sions, including the extent to which such govern-
ments pfevehted, bpi)oséd, or | 1"es£ricted -efforts of
formerly eﬁslaved Africans and their deseendants t0
repatriate to their homelé,nd.
(3) The Fedéral and State laws that diserimi-
- nated against formerly enslaved Africans and their
descéndants who were deemed United States éitizens

from 1868 to the present.

“HR 40 TH
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(4) The other forms of diserimination in the

public and private sectors against freed African

slaves and their ‘descendants Who were deemed
Unitéd States citizens from 1868 to the'present, in-
Gluding redlining, ‘educational funding discrepancies, |
and predatory financial practices. |

(5) The lingering negative effects of the institu-
tion of slavery and the matters described in para-
graphs (1), (2), (3), (4), (5), and (6) on living Afri-
can-Americans and on sociéty i the United States.

(6) Recommend appropriate Ways. to edueate'
the American public of the Clommi.ss,iOn’s findings.

(7) Recommend a.pprbpriaté remedies in consid-
eration of the Commission’s ﬁndings on the matters
described in. paragraphs (1), (2), (3), (4), (5), and
(6): In making such reeonﬁnéndaﬁoné, Athe Commis-
sion ‘shall address among other iséués,‘ the following
questions: -
| (A) How such recommendations éomport

with international standards of remedy for

wrongs and injuries caused by the State, that
include full Areparation‘s ‘and special measurés,'
as ﬁnderstood by various relevant international

protocols, laws, and findings.

2013
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(B) How the Government of fhe United,

States will offer a formal apology oﬁ behalf of

the people of thev United States for the per-

petration of gross human rights violations land_

erimes against humanity on African slaves and
their descendants.

(G HQW Federal laws and policies that
continue to disproportionately and negatively
affect Africazi—Ameriedns as a group, and those
that perpetuate the lingering effects, ‘materially
and psycho-gsocial, can be~' eliminated. |

(D) How the injuries resulting from mat-

ters deseribed in paragraphs (1), (2), ('3)7 (4),

(5), and (6) can be reversed and provide appro-
priaté' ‘poliei.es,. prdg'rams, | projects and rec-
ommeﬁdations for the purpose of reversing the
njuries. | |

(E) How, in consideration of the Commis-
sion’s findings," any form of compensation to the
descendants of enslaved African is dalculated.‘

(F) What form of eorﬁpensation should be

awarded, through what instrumentalities and

- who should be eligible for such qompénsation.

(G) How, in consideration of the -Commis-

sion’s findings, any other forms of rehabilita-

2014
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9
tion or restifution to African descendants 18 |
warranted and what the form' and scope of
those measures should take. .

(¢) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Commission shall
submit a written report of its findiﬂg‘s and reeoimne_nda—
tions to the Congress not later tha)n~ the date Whi@h 18 one
year after the date of the first meeting of the Commissioﬁ
held pursuant to section 4(c). | |
SEC. 4. MEMBERSHIP.

| (a) N UMBER AND APPOINTMENT.—(1) The Cdmrzis—
sion shall be composed of 13 members, who shall be ap-
pointed, within 90 days after the date of enactment of this
Act, as follows: - . o

(A) Three memb:ers shéll be appointed by the
President.

(B) Thl;ee membérs .shall be appointed by the
Speaker of the Touse of Representatives.

(Gv) One member shall be appointed;by the

~ President pro témpore of the Senate.

(D) Six members shall be selectéd from the
major civil society and reparations organizations
that héve historically championed the cause of
reparatory justice. |

- (2) All members of the Comnﬁssion shall be persons

who are especially qualified to serve on the Commission

-HR 40 IH
2015
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by virtue of fheir education, training, activism or experi-
ence, barticularly in the ﬁeld.of African-American studies
and reparatory Justice. |
(b) TERMS.—Thé term of office fof _members shall -
be for the life of the Commission. A Vaéaney in the Com-
mission shall not affect the powers of the Commission and

shéll be filled in the same manner in which the original

“appointment was made.

(¢) FIRST MEETING.—The President shall call the -
first meeting of the Commission within 120 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act or within 30 days after

the date on which legjslatibn 18 enacted making appropria-

tions to carry out this Act, whichever date is later.

(d) QuoruM.—Seven members of the Commission
shaﬂ constitute a quorum, but a lesser mumber may hold
hearings.

:(é) CﬁAIR AND VICE CHAIR.—The Gommissioﬁ shall
elect a: Chair aﬁd Vice Chaii" frorﬁ among 1ts ‘members.
The term of office of each shall be for the life of the Cdﬁl—
mission. ‘ | |

(f) COMPENSATION.—(1) Except as provided in pafa—
oraph (2), each member of the Commission shall receive
compensation at the daily equivalent of the amm‘ai rate
of basie i)ay payable for GS—18 of the General Sehedﬁle
under seetion 5332 of title 5, United States Code, for e‘ach'

“HR 40 IH
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day, including travel time, dufing which he or she is én—
gaged n the actual perforinance"of duties vested ih the
COminission.' |

_(2-) A member of the Commission who is a full-time
officer or employee of the United States or a Member of

Congress shall receive no additional pay, allowances, or

benefits by reason of his or her service to the Commission.

(3) All members of the Commission shall be reim-
bﬁrsed for travel, subsisténee, and other n‘eeessary' ex-
penses imeurred by them in the performé,nee' of their duties
to the extentl ‘émthorized by chapter 57 of title 5, U’xﬁted
States Code. |
SEC. 5. POWERS OF THE COMMISSION. "

() HEARINGS AND SESSIONS—The Commission
may, for thé purpose of,carrying out the provisions of this
Act, hold such hearings and sit and act at such ﬁ1nes and
at sﬁdh places in the United States, and request the at- .
tendance and testimony of such witnesses and the produc-
tion of such books,‘ records, correspondence, memoranda,
papers, and documents, as the COmmission.conSiders ap-
propriate. The ‘Commission may invoke fhe- ald of an ap-
propriate United States distriet court to fequire, by sub- .
poena or othérwise, such 'attendance, “testimony, or plO

duction. .

*HR 40 IH
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(b) POWERS OF SUBCOMMITTEES AND MEMBERS.—

Any subcommittee or member of the Commission may, if

authorized by the Commigsion, take any action which the ‘
Commission is authorized to take by this section.

(¢) OBTAINING OFFICIAL DATA.—The Commissioﬁ
may acquire‘ directly from the head .of any depai"tment,
agency, or instrumentality of ﬂie executive branch of the
Government, available informa’tion which the Commission
considers useful in the discharge of its duties. All depart-
ments, ag'eilcies, Aa‘nd instrumentalities of
branéh of the Government shall coope_raté with the Com-
mission with respect to such information and shall furnish -
all inform&‘giOn re(iuested by the Commission to the exteint
perinitted by law. |
SEC. 6. ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS.

(a) STAFF.—The Commission may, without regard to .

section 5311(]0) of title 5, United States Code, appoint and

fix the compensation of such persohnel as the Commission
éonsiders ai)propriate. |

(b) APPLIGABILITY OF OERTAIN CIvin  SERVICE
LAWS._The staff of the Commission may be appointed
'\Vifh(;ut regard to the provisioné of title 5, "Unitéd States |
Code, governing appoiﬁtménts m the competitive service,
and without regard to the provﬁions of chapter 51 and

subchapter IIT of chapter 53 of such title relating to classi-

HR 40 IH
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fication-and Generai Schedule pay rates, e)icepf that the
compensation of any employee of the Cofnmission may not
exceed a rate equal to the amquél rate of basic pay payable -
for GS—IIS-' of the General Schedule under section 5332
of title 5, United States Code.

4 ('c) ExPERTS AND CONSULTANTS.—The Commission :
may procure the services of experts and consultants in ac-
cordance with the provisions of section 3109(b) of tit1e> b,
United States Code, but at rates for individuals not to
exceed the daily equivalent of the highest rate paya‘bié-
under section 5332 of such title.

(d) ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT _SERViCES.Q—The :
Commission may enter into agreements with the Adxﬁinis—
trator of Gleneral Sérvides for procurement, of financial
and administrative services necessary for the diéeharge olf

the duties of the Commission. Payment for such services

shall be made byvreimbursement from funds of the Com-

mission in such amounts as may be agreed upon by the

" Chairman of the Commission and the Administrator.

..(e) C’ONTRACTS.——The Goin’mission may—

(1) procure supplies, servieés, and property by
contract in a.ecordénee with applicable laws and reg-
ulations and to the extent or in such amounts as are

provided in appropriations Acts; and

<HR 40 TH
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(2) enter into contracts 'With departmehts,
agencies, and instrumentalities of the Federal Gov-
ernmerit, State agencies, and privéte. firms, institu-
tions, and agencies, for the conduct of research or
‘surveys, the .preparation of reports, and other activi-

ties necessary for the discharge of the dutiés of the
Commission, to the extent or in such amounts as are
provided in appropriations Acts.
SEC. 7. TERMINATION. |
The Commission shall terminate 90 days after the
date on -which, the Commission submits its report to the
Cdngress under section 3(e).
SEC. 8. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.
To carry out the provisions of this Act, theré are au-
thorized to be appropria,téd $12,000,000.
O

sHR 40 TH
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Print Form
Introduction Form orhEIVED
| “E ﬁmmvxscaz
By a Member of the Board of Superyisors or Mayor B 0 ":‘é? B ?? o3 é ;{ cisc 0] '
I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): Zﬂ;_g fE megmg ate

BY e

=
[ ] 1.For reference to _Committe_e. (An Ordinance, Resolution, Motioﬂ or Chafcer Amendment).

2. Request for next printed agenda Without Reference to Committee.

[ ] 3.Request for hearirig on a subject matter at Committee.

[ ] 4. Request for letter beginning :"Supervisor ' inquiries"

[ ] 5. City Attornéy Request.

[ ] 6. Call File No. from Committee.

| [:] 7. Budget Analyst request (attached written motion).

[ ] 8. Substitute Legislation File No

[ 19 Reactivate File No.

1 10, Topic submitted for Mayoral Appearanée before the BOS on

ease check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following:

[]Small Business Commission - Youth Commission ‘ [ ]Ethics Commission
[ |Planning Commissiori ' DBuﬂdmg Inspectmn Commission
Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Form.

Sponsor(s)

/ i £

Walton, Safai Pf&ST[)N Fewe/fe mo\nde)\man Hme\; F&SHN poy\wl :

Subject:

|Supporting United States House Resolution No. 40 (J ackson Lee) — Comm1ss1on to Study and Develop Reparation
Proposals for African-Americans Act : :

!

The text is listed:

Reésolution supporting United States House Resolution No. 40, introduced by United States Representative Sheila
Jackson Lee, Commission to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals for African-Americans Act.

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: ‘ W :

By 'Clerk‘s.Use Only ’ A o /
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