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FILE NO. 251087 RESOLUTION NO.

[Reaffirming the City and County of San Francisco’s Commitment to the WATCH Act]

Resolution reaffirming the City and County of San Francisco’s commitment to the
WATCH Act (Administrative Code, Article IV) and the protection of individual privacy,
civil liberties, and constitutional rights in response to state or federal information

requests.

WHEREAS, San Francisco has a long and proud history of defending civil rights,
privacy, and constitutional protections for all residents; and

WHEREAS, In 2004, San Francisco voters approved a charter amendment, authorizing
the Board of Supervisors to designate as a “watch law” any state or federal law or regulation
that calls for or requires the production of City-held information or records where disclosure
could violate the rights of individuals under the State or Federal Constitutions; and

WHEREAS, Pursuant to this authority, the Board enacted Ordinance No. 51-05 of the
San Francisco Administrative Code, known as the WATCH Act, which authorizes the Board of
Supervisors to respond on behalf of City departments to any orders made under designated
“‘watch laws” and to review such orders to ensure compliance with constitutional protections;
and

WHEREAS, The WATCH Act ensures that any order or request for City records made
under these designated “watch laws” is reviewed by the Board of Supervisors, in consultation
with the City Attorney, before any disclosure is made to safeguard against violations of
constitutional rights and to preserve due process; and

WHEREAS, This process provides a vital layer of local oversight to protect residents,
workers, and communities from unlawful surveillance, discriminatory enforcement, or other
actions that could infringe upon privacy, equal protection, or civil liberties; and
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WHEREAS, Reaffirming the WATCH Act is a necessary step to ensure that San
Francisco remains a city that upholds transparency and accountability while protecting the
rights of all people, regardless of status or background; and

WHEREAS, The Board of Supervisors recognizes the importance of coordinating with
City departments, commissions, and community partners to ensure proper implementation of
the WATCH Act and to maintain vigilance against any orders that could compromise
residents’ constitutional protections; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco
reaffirms its full commitment to the WATCH Act as codified in Section 2.20 of the San
Francisco Administrative Code; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors urges all City departments,
agencies, and offices to continue following the procedures established under the WATCH Act,
ensuring that any orders for information or records made under designated “watch laws” are
referred to the Board and City Attorney for review before any response is made; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That San Francisco remains committed to protecting the
constitutional rights of all residents and reaffirming its role as a national leader in defending

privacy, due process, and the rule of law.
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