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FILE NO. 100

887 RESOLUTION NO.

[Support Assembly Bill 1652 Regarding the Ski Resort Safety Act]

Resolution supporting Assembly Bill 1652 regarding the Ski Resort Safety Act.

WHEREAS, The City and County of San Francisco is committed to promoﬁng

increased safaty for skiers and snowboarders; and

WHEREAS, Better signage at ski resorts, accident and injury reports and heimet use

for children and resort employees are needed to help prevent fatalities and injuries to skiers

and snowboargers; and,

WHERKEAS, Assembly Bill 1652, introduced by Assembly Member Dave Jones, is

- known as the

under age 18

BSki Resort Saféty Act and protects children by requiring skiers or snowboarders

{o wear a helmet; and

WHEREAS, The Ski Resort Safety Act requires each resort employee on the slopes {o

wear a helmet

and

WHERIEAS, The Ski Resort Safety Act requires ski resorts to maintain and make

available injury and fatality reports; and

WHEREAS, The Ski Resort Safety Act requires ski resorts to establish standard

signage for boundaries and hazards; and

WHEREAS, Assembly Bill 1652 is on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in

File No.

. which is hereby declared to be a part of this resolution as if set forth fully herein;

now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco

supports AB 1

552, the Ski Resort Safety Act, which would promote increased safety for skiers

and snowboarders; and, be it

SUPERVISOR MIGHELA ALIOTO-PIER

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
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FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San \

Francisco directs the Clerk to send a copy of this resolution to-members of the State Senate

and State Assembly representing San Francisco.

SUPERVISOR MICHELA ALIOTO-PIER

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 2
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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 17, 2010
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 6, 2010
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 12, 2010
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY FEBRUARY 25, 2010 .

CALIPORNIA LEGESLA’E‘UREWZOOQWiO REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1652

Introduced by Assembly Member Jones

January 14, 2010

. An act to add Article 4 (commencing with Section 115815) to Chapter
4 of Part 10 of Division 104 of the Health and Safety Code, relating to
public safety.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1652, as amended, Jones. Public safety: ski resorts.

Existing law requires a person under 18 years of age to wear a properly
fitted and fastened bicycle helmet while operating a bicycle or riding
" upon a bicycle as a passenger upon the streets or any other public bicycle
path. Existing law also regulates certain behavior related to recreational
activities and public safety, including among other activities,
skateboarding and recreational water use.

This bill would require a person under 18 years of age or a person
employed by a ski resort, as defined, to wear a properly fitted and
fastened snow sport helret while operating snow skis or a showboard.
The bill would require resorts to inform all patrons at the time of ticket
or pass purchase of the helmet requirement. The bill would requize 2
resort to revoke the ticket or pass of a patron who violates the helmet
requirement if during the resort’s usual and customary enforcement of
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AB 1652 —2—

resort rules the resort identifies a patron who has violated the
Tequirement.

The bill would also require a ski resort to prepare an annual safety
plan, as specified, that conforms with the requirements of federal
regulations applicable to ski resorts operating on federal property, as
well as other specified requirements. The bill would also require a ski
resort to create a monthly summary report for each calendar month of
operation stating the number of deaths and injuries at the resort of which
mountain operational personnel are aware. The bill would specify the
‘ type of mfoxmation that would be mcluded in the report-&sweﬂ—as—t—he

The bﬂl would also requlre a sk1 resort to prowde the annuai safety
plan— or the monthly summary repozt—af—the—seuree—deeﬁmeﬂtﬂﬁeﬁ

wzthm 14 days chargmg no more than $0 25 per page The hill would
also provide that if a ski resort fails to comply with those provisions,
the requesting individual is authorized to use that failure as the basis to
initiate a civil cause of action to compel the production of the requested
iterns. The bill would allow a prevailing plaintiff in that action to obtain
costs and fees.

The bill would specify that nothing in those measures shall be
constried to change the existing assumption of the risk doctrine as it
applies to ski resorts.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Article 4 (commencing with Section 115815) is
added to Chapter 4 of Part 10 of Division 104 of the Health and
Safety Code, to read:

Article 4. Ski Resorts

115815. For the purposes of this article, the following
definitions shall apply:

(a) “Ski resort” means any ski resort that operates in California.

(b) “Skier day” refers to a ski industry term used to denote one
visit to a ski resort by a guest who skis or snowboards. The term
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—3— AB 1652

is used to compute and state attendance figures over the course of
a ski and snowboard season.

115816. (a) The skiresort shall prepare an annual safety plan
that conforms with the requirements of federal regulations
applicable to ski resorts operating on federal property. In addition
to meeting federal requirements, the plan shall include the
following:

(1) A description of standardized signage and signage placement
marking ski area boundaries and both natural and manmade
hazards, and a description of how that signage and its placement
also facilitate the safe flow of skiers and snowboarders.

(2) A key to all signage to be included on all trail maps and
made available upon request at ticket sales locations and other
conspicuous-peint-efeale point-of-sale locations.

(3) The types of manmade and natural hazards or obstacles that
will be marked by signage, be subject to protection, or both, and
if subject to protection by fencing, padding, or other impact
mitigation or diversion, the plan shall include the specific methods
and materials to be used.

(b) The ski resort shall post the annual safety plan at a location
in the ski resort where it can be viewed by the public, make the
plan available to any person who requests it at the ski resort, and
make the plan available on the ski resort’s Internet Web site, if
one is maintained.

115817. (a) The ski resort shall create a monthly summary
report for each calendar month of operation stating the number of
deaths and injuries at the resort of which employees of the ski
resort are aware. Injuries shall be reported in the following
categories, if known:

(1) Evacuated to a medical care facility by air or ground
emergency medical transport vehicle.

(2) Treated and released at a mountain medical care facility.

(3) Not treated but advised to seek followup medical care.

(b) The monthly summary report shali also include the total
number of skier days for that month.

(¢) The ski resort shall provide the monthly summnary report to
any person who requests it in person or in writing. The monthly
summary report shall be provided within three business days of a
request.

95

1465



AB 1652 —

(d) The monthly summary report for any month shall be made
available-by no later than the 15th day of the following month.

(A )
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—5— AB 1652

1145819

115818. 1If a resort fails to comply with subdivision (¢} of
Section 11581 7-er-Section-+15818, the requesting individual may
use that failure as the basis fo initiate a civil cause of action fo
compel the production of the requested items. If the individual
prevails in & civil action to compel the production of these reports
or documents, the resort shall also pay the cost of the individual’s
attorney’s fees and court costs.

H5826-

115819, (a) A person under 18 years of age shall not operate
snow skis or a snowboard unless that person is wearing a properly
fitted and fastened snow sport helmet that meets the standards of
the ASTM International or the Snell Memorial Foundation, or
standards subsequently established by those entities.

(b) A person employed by a ski resort shall not operate snow
skis or a snowboard unless that person is wearing a properly fitted
and fastened snow sport helmet that meets the standards of the
ASTM International or the Snell Memorial Foundation, or

" standards subsequently established by those entfities.

(c) Resorts shall inform all patrons at the time of ticket or pass
purchase of the helmet requirement described in subdivision (a).
If a resort during its usual and customary enforcement of resort
rules identifies a patron who violates the requirerent in subdivision
(a), the resort shall revoke the ticket or pass of the patron.

115820. Nothing in this article shall be construed to change
the existing assumption of the risk doctrine as it applies to ski
¥esorts,
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