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3

IResplutiPl1tqJnitiate the Desigl1(ition qf2151 Van Ness Avenue, St. Brigid Church,as a
l..andrnark]

4 Resolution initiating the designation of 2151Van Ness Avenue, St. Brlgid Church,

5 Block 0575, Lot 015, as a landmark pursuant to Section 1004.1of the Planning Code.

6

7 WHEREAS, 2151 Van Ness Avenue, also known ..asSt. BrigidChurch, is a large,

8 cross ..plan church bulldinglocated at the corner of Van Ness Avenue and Broadway; and

9 WHEREAS, The building has stood at this intersection since 1900; and,

10 WHEREAS, The building is a cultural and architectural anchor for the Marina, Pacific

11 Heights and Russian Hill neighborhoods; and,

12 WHEREAS, The building has survived both the 1906 and t989 earthquakes; and,

13 WHEREAS, The building is a repository for numerous treasures in.cluding an

14 exc¢ptionalpipeorganconstructed speelflcallyfor the church by the ltallanflrm of Fratelli

15 Ruffatti, stained glass from Harrv.ClarkeSjudios.in Dublin, and statuary by the noted Irish

16 scplptor Seamus Murphy; and,

................·········WHER·EAS,fl1ebUildjngwasdeterr11ir1ea~fi~iibref6FtheNatiol1aIR~gi$t~tofHistbtiC·····

18 as part of a Section 106 review Which took place in October 1995; and,

19 WHEREAS, The building is listedln the Van Ness area plan of the general plan for the

20 city ofSan Francisco as an irnportent cornerstone church designed in the Romanesque style;

21 and,
22 WHER~AS, The bqildingW(3sincludedin the Here Today survey of historic properties,

23 adopted by the Board of Supervisors in 1970; and,

24

25
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1 WHEREAS,.The bllilqingispp~rf~GtlypreservecJexclfnpJe .of Ricnardsonian

2 Romanesque archltecturedeslqned by Shea (Frank T.) &Shep (Will D.) and Henry A. Minton

3 (Natlcna] Regi$tercriteripnC);anq,

4 WHEREAS, the buildingjs an example of unique methods of construction having used

5 San Francisco curbstones and crossing stones in the construction of its facade (National

6 Register criterlon C); and,

7 WHEREAS, because of the bUilding's importance to San Francisco's Irish community,

8 it is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the patterns of San

9 Francisco history (National Register criterion A); and,

10 WHEREAS, because the btJildingreopened only seven months after the great

t1earthquakeandfire of 1906 and served the community as a refuge and place of solace in one

t2ofthecitY'$010st dauntingperiods,ltisassociated wlthevents that havemade a significant

13 contriputiontothe patterns of San Francisco history (National Register criterion A); and,

14 WHEREAS, because-San.FranclscoM(3.yOr(3eorgeMOScOhereceived the sacraments

15 in the bLiilding,attended St Brigi(jiSchopl,ah(j w(3.salife-longparishiol1er, the building is

16 associated with thelivesofperson8 significant in our past (NationalRegister criterion 8); now,
·1'7···' 1If+~g"~~fA~,bh.dit·'···
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18 RESOLVED, That the San FraucisccBoard of Supervisors does hereby initiate the

19 designation of Sll3rigi(j Church, 2151 Van Ness Avenue, Block 0575, Lot 015 as a landmark,

20 and so directs the Lal1drnarl<.SPre~erv(3.tionAdVisory 8o(3.rdto place the propertyit1

21 consideration asa landlllarkpufsuant to Article 10 of-the PI(3.nningCode and other

22 appropriate provisions ofl(3.vv.
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