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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST

[Environment Code - Municipal Green Building Requirements]

[bookmark: Text2][bookmark: Text15]Ordinance amending the Environment Code to update and strengthen the Green Building Requirements for New Construction, Major Renovation, and Tenant Improvement of City Buildings; and affirming the Planning Department’s determination under the California Environmental Quality Act.

Existing Law

Chapter 7 of the Environment Code sets heightened energy, resource, and emissions efficiency standards for construction, renovation, and operation of City-owned buildings (“Municipal Green Building Requirements”).  

Amendments to Current Law

The Proposed Legislation updates and strengthens the Municipal Green Building Requirements to incorporate advancements in green building technology and the City’s commitment to building electrification.  Specifically, the Ordinance requires new construction meet LEED version 5, instead of version 4.1, for projects commencing on or after July 1, 2027; removes references to the Municipal Green Building Task Force (decommissioned by  Ordinance No. 99-26); and includes additional compliance options for air quality monitoring,  resource conservation, and waste reduction.  

Background Information

The Municipal Green Building Requirements hold City buildings to a higher standard than private projects, reflecting the City’s commitment to energy and resource conservation, reducing carbon emissions, and adapting to a changing climate.  The Proposed Legislation implements advancements in Green Building technology and regulation made since Ordinance No. 38-23 last updated Chapter 7 in 2023.   
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