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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

In 2018, the original 450 O’Farrell luxury housing project was approved by the San Francisco Planning 
Commission. Since then, Fifth Church of Christ, Scientist has partnered with Forge Development Partners 
to redesign the project to better meet the needs of the local community. The redesigned project better 
fits the area by replacing all luxury housing with essential housing for teachers, firefighters, police, and 
other essential workers; increasing the number of units from 176 to 316; and increasing affordable units 
from 28 to 45. 

The report summarizes outreach conducted by The Fifth Church of Christ Scientist, Forge Development 
Partners and Craig Communications (the project team) in support of the 450 O’Farrell Street redesigned 
Essential Housing project.  
 

2.0 COMMUNICATION MATERIALS 

Contact List 

A list of key contacts was prepared to notify stakeholders about the redesigned project, solicit feedback 
and share project updates. The key contact list includes important individuals from the City and County of 
San Francisco, representatives of local social, housing, faith-based, and business organizations, adjacent 
property owners and tenants, attendees of project community meetings, and other individuals that have 
requested to receive information on the project. At a minimum, we review this list weekly to ensure they 
are current. The contact list is located in Appendix A. 
 
Calls and Emails 

To date, there have been over 400 calls and emails placed to reach stakeholders and offer project 
meetings and/or briefings and respond to requests for more information.  A project contact log is provided 
in Appendix B.   
 
Communications Materials 

Project communications materials were prepared to provide up-to-date information on the project and 
include a project fact sheet, three community meeting flyers, and a community meeting presentation.  
Copies are included in Appendix C. 
 
Electronic Information 

The project team used Forge’s website (https://www.forgedevelopmentpartners.com/tl-450), a project 
specific Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/450OFarrellProject/), and a YouTube channel 
(https://tinyurl.com/450-OFarrelll) to provide a ready source of up to date information. Electronic sites 
are updated on a weekly basis. 

 
 

https://www.forgedevelopmentpartners.com/tl-450
https://www.facebook.com/450OFarrellProject/
https://tinyurl.com/450-OFarrelll
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Project Meetings and Briefings 
 
Provided below is a summary of project meetings and briefings. Of note, meetings were offered, accepted, 
and declined by a variety of key Tenderloin businesses and organizations. A project contact list 
documenting these interactions is provided in Section 3. 
 

3.0 OUTREACH SUMMARY 

Between November 2020 to June 22, 2021,  the project team conducted community outreach for the re-
envisioned 450 O’Farrell project with the purpose of sharing changes made to the project, soliciting 
feedback, and responding to questions and concerns.  Outreach included virtual meetings with 
stakeholders representing business, residential and social services; providing information electronically 
via Forge’s website, a Facebook page, and YouTube channel; hosting a series of virtual community 
meetings via Zoom; and door-to-door canvassing. 

 
4.0 CITY AND COUNTY 

This project team worked with the County and City of San Francisco to receive input and keep them 
updated on community interactions and salient issues. A summary of these interactions is presented 
below.  The project team remains in regular contact with the City and County.  

San Francisco Police Commission, Tenderloin Station – 12/15/20 
Met with Police Commission, Tenderloin station Captain Carl Fabbri, to discuss project, area and street 
safety, and how the project would increase eyes on the street.  
 
San Francisco Planning Commission – 12/22/20, 01/04/21, 01/19/21, 01/20/21, 01/25/21 and 04/02/21  
The Forge project team met with the following Planning Commissioners to provide project updates and 
gather feedback: 
 

● December 22, 2020 - Commissioner Theresa Imperial  
● January 4, 2021 - Commissioner Joel Koppel 
● January 19, 2021 - Commissioner Rachael Tanner 
● January 20, 2021 - Commissioner Deland Chan  
● April 2, 2021 - Commissioner Rachael Tanner  

 
Board of Supervisors, District 6 – 03/10/21 
Met with Supervisor Matt Haney and Chief of staff Abigail Rivamonte Mesa to provide updates on current 
project status, gather feedback, answer questions, and share research and white papers to provide 
accurate project details.  
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5.0 LOCAL BUSINESSES, COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS AND RESIDENTS 

The project team has conducted outreach to local businesses, community organizations and residents to 
provide information on the redesigned project. 
 
Community Members – 01/19/21 and 4/6/21 
The project team met with the following community members to provide project updates, answer 
questions, and listen to feedback: 

● January 19, 2021 – Eric Rodenbeck, community activist and organizer 
● January 19, 2021 – Nikki Gunn, who neighbors the Site 

April 6, 2021 – Cliff Waldeck, who serves on the Bay Area Council Project Endorsement Committee 
and expressed “450 O’Farrell is beautiful in its simplicity and efficiency.” 
 
 

Red Chilli Halal – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Shalimar Restaurant – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Paradise Spa – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Taqueria El Sol – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Geary Wine & Spirits – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
La Vie Nail Spa – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
620 Jones – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Salama Halal Meat – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Milan Pizza – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
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The Original Perfect Hamburger – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Kinara Fusion Kitchen – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Halal Wings Plus – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
King Liquor & Deli – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Osha Thai Noodle Cafe – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Resolute – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Addys Hair Salon – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Public Barber Salon – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Chutney Restaurant – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Jasper's Corner Tap and Kitchen – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Machete Barber Shop – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback.  
 
Marrakech Restaurant, Bar & Hookah Lounge – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
O'Farrell Liquors – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Million Thai Restaurant – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
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Starlight Market – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Cafecito – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Phở Tân Hòa | Vietnamese & Chinese Cuisine – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
The Zombie Village – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Pakwan Restaurant - Tenderloin – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
The TL Cafe and Laundromat – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Gazebo Smoke Shop – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback.  
 
Starlight Spa – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Herb N Kitchen – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Redwood Room – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Chandran Gallery – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Pinecrest Diner – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Honey Honey Cafe & Crepery – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
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AREA CANVASSING 

Project team members conducted area canvassing on March 3 and April 2, 2021 and provided a copy of 
the project fact sheet, invited individuals to community meetings or to call the project team with 
questions at a convenient time, and added interested individuals to the key contact list. Overall, local 
businesses, community organizations and residents expressed varying levels of interest in the project, and 
many were supportive. The following provides a summary of canvassing efforts. 
 
March 3, 2021  

Cyril Magnin St.: 28, 101, 138, 115, 155 

Eddy St.: 83, 141, 144, 160, 216, 230, 265, 289, 308, 380, 399 

● 128: Superette Grocery owner appreciated the information and will share it with staff and 
customers. She will also post the flyer in her window. 

● 166: Southeast Asian Development Center (formerly VYDC - Vietnamese Youth Development 
Center) Housing Specialist, Uyen appreciated the information and will share it with her clients and 
staff. She asked if there would be Vietnamese translation of the community meeting. We 
followed-up confirming that there would be translation. 

● 186: The Dalda’s Community Market owner appreciated the information and will share it with 
staff and customers. He is excited about the project and will attend the community meeting. 

● 265: Staff at both Fix Auto and Auto Dynamik, Inc. appreciated the information and will post it in 
their offices. 

● 235: The Drake Hotel manager appreciated the information and will share it with staff and 
residents. We attached the flyer to their bulletin board, per his request. 

● 339: Owner of Battambang Market appreciated the information and will post it in her window. 
 

Ellis St.: 127, 160, 174, 201, 237, 357, 373, 387, 406, 415, 425, 433, 441, 468, 473, 666 

● 251: Imperial Liquor owner declined flyer; he is aware of the project. 
● 330: GLIDE Memorial Church worker was excited about the project and will share the flyer with 

management. 
● 472: The Central City SRO Collaborative manager, Kelly Ecker, appreciated the information and 

will share it with staff and residents. 
● 465: Ellis Hotel Manager appreciated the information and will share it with staff and residences. 
● 456: La Voz Latina worker Christine appreciated the information and asked if there would be 

Spanish translation of the community meeting. We followed-up confirming that there would be 
translation. 
 

Geary Blvd.: 351, 400, 401, 420, 422, 440, 442, 480, 486, 490, 500, 516, 516, 524, 531, 575, 580, 595, 599, 
601, 603, 604, 606, 608, 610, 631, 669, 679, 683, 687, 689 
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● 580: Staypineapple Hotel clerk appreciated the proposal for more affordable housing. She 
supports the project and will likely attend the meeting. 

● 531: Marsha Quintara, at Addy’s Salon appreciated the information. She was happy to hear about 
the addition of more affordable housing and will attend the meeting to get more information.  

● 450 and 466: Residences were inaccessible except to residents. 
● Owner of Mazesoba, a new restaurant opening in the area, declined a fact sheet. 

 

Hallidie Plaza: 1 

Jones St.: 402, 420, 431, 439, 511, 520, 522, 533, 540, 545, 545, 555, 556 

Leavenworth St.: 316, 317, 536, 540 

● 335: Hotel Western manager appreciated the information, will share it with staff and residents, 
and post it in their front window. 

 

Mason St.: 111, 125, 147, 140, 149, 222, 349, 401, 420 

O’Farrell St.: 170, 200, 240, 243, 260, 272, 320, 330, 336, 364, 405, 415, 419, 428, 436, 439, 441, 449, 491, 
499, 501, 517, 540, 545, 550, 561, 570, 593, 596, 599 

● 411: Orange Village Hostel front desk worker appreciated the information and will share it with 
management and the residents. 

● 438: Gateway Inn owner, Shay, is very excited about the project and will likely attend the meeting. 
He will share the flyer with residents and staff. 

● 445: Hotel Winton manager, Monique, appreciated the information and will share it with 
residents and staff. 

● 453: Paradise Coffee and Donuts owner, Mohammed, appreciated the information. 
● 480: Golden Blaze worker, Robert, appreciated the information. 
● 430: Residences were inaccessible. 

 
Post St: 501, 589, 599, 611, 629, 643, 701, 711, 731, 761 

Powell St.: 1, 33, 35, 45, 49, 80, 111, 135, 151, 161, 167, 207, 247 

● 1: Flyers provided to AT&T and Bank of America; Bank of America staff will post in their 
breakroom. 

 
Taylor St.: 256, 385, 401, 405, 518, 520, 555 

● 222: Manager of Eddy and Taylor Family Apartments will post the flyers in their common spaces 
and appreciated the good news that more affordable housing is potentially coming to the area. 
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April 2, 2021  

Cyril Magnin St.: 101, 115, 138, 155 

Eddy St.: 83, 128, 123, 160, 186, 289, 308, 310, 330, 339, 398, 399 

● 128: Owner of Superette Grocery owner appreciated the information and will share it with staff 
and customers.  

● 144: Sharon, property manager of the Empress Hotel, appreciated the information and will share 
it with staff and guests.  

● 186: The Dalda’s Community Market owner appreciated the information and will share it with 
staff and customers. He is excited about the project. 

● 310: Officer at the SF Tenderloin Police Station took several flyers to put in the attached 
community center.  

● 339: Owner of Battambang Market appreciated the information and will post it in his window. He 
was excited to hear about the update of more below-market-rate units. 

● 399: Owner of Empire Market asked for several flyers to leave for his customers.  
 

Ellis St.: 127, 140, 174, 222, 299, 398, 400, 406, 415, 425, 433, 434, 468, 472 

● 127: Manager of Abris Hotel said he would share the information with staff. 
● 330: GLIDE Memorial Church worker Chaprese was excited about the project and will share the 

flyers with management. 
● 401: Employee at Starlight Market posted the flyer and thanked us for the information. 
● 433: Employee of Artmar Hotel declined the flyer, but a nearby resident said they would take one. 

 

Geary Blvd.: 295, 301, 351, 400, 401, 418, 420, 440, 500, 516, 524, 580, 550, 571, 599, 603, 604, 610, 639, 
650, 683, 687, 689, 696 

● 351: Employee of Handlery Union Square Hotel said he would post the flyer in the employee break 
room.  

● 580: Staypineapple Hotel clerk appreciated the proposal for more affordable housing and said she 
wants to continue to receive updates. She supports the project and will likely attend the meeting. 

● 604: Owner of Salami Halal Meat is already on the 450 O’Farrell mailing list and will likely attend 
the meeting. 

● 639: Manager of Geary Court Apartments said she will send an email to residents informing them 
of the meeting. 

● 650: Owner of the Alcazar Theatre, which also contains housing, said he will distribute the flyer 
to tenants.  

● 683: Employee of Bandit Coffee Shop asked for several flyers to give customers. 
● 689: Owner of Star Market declined flyer, but said she supported the project.  
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Jones St.: 500, 511, 515, 525, 540, 601 

● 540: Manager of the Pierre Hotel said she was familiar with the project, but “in general does not 
trust developers.” She said she will not attend but will inform tenants.  
 

Leavenworth St.: 445, 317 

Mason St.: 56, 111, 140, 149, 222, 300, 301, 325, 349, 399, 401, 420 

● 56: Bristol Hotel manager will share the information with tenants. 
● 140: FOUND Hotel front desk worker appreciated the information and will share it with 

management and the residents. 
● 222: Hotel Nikko front desk worker said he has been following updates around 450 O’Farrell and 

supports the project.  
  

O’Farrell St.: 77, 123, 165, 170, 180, 184, 300, 320, 333, 336, 340, 364, 388, 405, 411, 438, 441, 445, 453, 
480, 481-485, 491, 499, 501, 517, 550, 593, 596, 599, 600 

● 165: Employee of Episcopal Community Services will distribute information to staff and 
customers.  

● 411: Orange Village Hostel front desk worker is excited about the project and stated it would help 
improve the entire community.  

● 438: Gateway Inn owner, Shaidia, is very excited about the project and will likely attend the Zoom 
meeting. She will share the flyer with residents and staff. 

● 481-485: The owner of the O’Farrell Towers and conjoining Senior Center, Alexandra, is very 
excited about the project. However, she is worried about construction noise and the placement 
of portable toilets outside of her business. She or her husband will likely join the meeting.  

● 517: When telling an employee of TL Café and Laundromat about the meeting, a customer asked 
for more information and a flyer. He will likely attend the meeting.  

● 596: Owner of Mi Reyna Market will distribute information to staff and customers.  
 

Post St: 470, 488, 498, 501, 589, 599, 600, 611, 643, 675, 700, 708, 720, 728, 750, 766,  

● 589: Manager of Post Hotel appreciated the update and will share the information with staff. 
 

Powell St.: 207, 211, 236, 245, 246, 295, 335 

● 211: Ugg employee will post flyer in window.  
● 335: Westin front desk worker will share information with staff. 

 

Taylor St.: 222, 256, 258, 299, 333, 375, 401, 405,  
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● 222: The apartment manager at 222 Taylor Street was very interested in the project and asked 
several questions about the proposed affordable units. He will likely join the meeting.  

● 333: Manager of Glide Community Housing will post the flyers in their common spaces and 
appreciated the good news that more affordable housing is potentially coming to the area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outreach to Golden Blaze at the corner of Jones and O’Farrell streets 

 
 

6.0 PROPERTY OWNERS AND HOTELS 

The project team met with property and hotel owners below.  The project contact log, included in 
Appendix B, provides more detail on individual interactions with these individuals and organizations’ staff. 
 
San Francisco Hotel Council – 12/14/20 and 01/05/21 
Met with SF Hotel Council members on December 14, 2020 to provide updates on current project status 
and answer questions/listen to feedback. On January 5, 2021, met with SF Hotel Council representatives 
Kevin Carroll, Executive Director and Kelly Powers, Director. They are very supportive of the project noting 
that the price point for rentals would allow many of their hospitality workers to live in the city instead of 
commuting in from the suburbs. 
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Hilton Hotel – 12/15/20 
Met with Hilton Hotel staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to 
feedback. 
 
Pacific Bay Inn – 12/18/20 
Met with Pacific Bay Inn members to provide updates on current project status and answer 
questions/listen to feedback. 
 
The Crosby Hotel – 01/10/21 
Met with Charles “Chuck” Custer, owner of The Crosby Hotel.  He expressed his support of the project and 
was emailed a fact sheet to hand out to Crosby tenants. 
 
Tenderloin Merchants and Property Owners Association – 02/03/21 
Met with Tenderloin Merchants and Property Association.  Questions were asked about number of units, 
tenant base, ground floor retail uses, parking, and timeline. They expressed support for the project. 
 
Pacific Bay Inn – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Pierre Hotel – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Nazareth Hotel – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Staypineapple Hotel – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Hotel Adagio – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Geary Courtyard Apartments – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Ansonia Hotel – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Beresford Arms Hotel – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Warrington Apartments – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
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Adante Hotel – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
The Crosby – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
O'Farrell Towers – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Gateway Inn – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Winton Hotel – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Tilden Hotel – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Riviera Hotel – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Hilton San Francisco Union Square – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Trinity Towers – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
The Clift Royal Sonesta Hotel – 08/17/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Glide Community Housing – 08/23/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Riviera Hotel – 08/23/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Ellis Hotel – 08/23/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Arlington Residences – 08/23/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
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Garland Hotel – 08/23/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Aldrich Hotel – 08/23/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Columbia Hotel – 08/23/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Nazareth Hotel – 08/23/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
The Coast Hotel – 08/23/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Sheldon Hotel – 08/23/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 

7.0 COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 

The project team has met with the following community organizations.  Meetings were offered, accepted, 
and declined by various Tenderloin organizations. Detailed meeting information is referenced in the 
contact log in Appendix B. 

San Francisco Housing Action Coalition (SFHAC) – 12/2/20 
Met with SFHAC members to present project and to go through formal review process.  SFHAC has 
endorsed the project citing the need for affordable, transit friendly housing options in downtown San 
Francisco.  
 
Central City SRO Collaborative (CCSROC) / Tenderloin Housing Clinic (THC) – 12/16/20  
Met with Pratibha Tekkey to discuss the project.  Provided an overview of the project and Pratibha stated 
she was concerned that the development was not “family-friendly” and would increase area congestion. 
Pratibha also noted that community outreach should have been conducted over the past two years and 
that beginning in December 2020 with a planning commission hearing in January 2021 was too late (Note:  
in response to this Forge requested a delay in the hearing date). 
 
Delivering Innovative and Supporting Housing (DISH) – 12/18/20 
Met with DISH Jason Pellegrini to provide an update on the project and answer questions.  Jason continues 
to support the project.  He wanted confirmation that previous agreements to preserve light in the 
hallways will be honored.  Project fact sheet was sent to Jason via email with an agreement it would be 
shared with Pacific Bay Inn tenants. 
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Tenderloin Community Benefit District (TCBD) – 12/21/20, 03/05/21 and 3/23/21 
Met with Simon Bertrang, TCBD Executive Director and Fernando Pujals, TCBD Director of 
Communications on December 21, 2020. They had questions about the layout of the units, access to the 
building, shared amenity spaces and number of affordable units. They expressed strong support for the 
project noting that the Fifth Church of Christ Scientist has been in the area for nearly a century and that 
the land is underutilized.  Fact sheet provided via email to share with their members. On March 5, 2021, 
met with Simon Bertrang, TCBD Executive Director to provide updates on current project status and 
answer questions/listen to feedback. On March 23, 2021, met and provided updates on current project 
status, answered questions, and listened to feedback. 
 
Tenderloin People’s Congress – 12/28/20 
Met with various representatives of groups that comprise the Tenderloin People’s Congress.  In 
attendance were:  Code Tenderloin, Tenderloin Neighborhood Development Corporation, Larkin Street 
Youth, Alliance for a Better D-6, Veteran’s Alley, Glide Memorial, Tenderloin Community Benefit District.   
Multiple questions were asked about the size and layout of units, percentage of affordable, amenities in 
apartments, furniture in apartments, parking, shared spaces, definition of an essential worker, entrances 
to/from building, allotment of BMR units, social service provider for the building and scoped services, 
status of entitlement, and the community benefit package associated with the project.  The community 
benefit listing was sent after the meeting.  

Virtual meeting with Tenderloin People’s Congress and member groups 
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Central City SRO Collaborative (CCSROC) / Tenderloin Housing Clinic (THC) – 01/12/21 and 03/23/21 
Met with the Land Use Development Board for the CCSROC.  Various questions were asked about the size 
of the units, location of bathrooms, size and function of shared amenity spaces, and parking. On March 
23, 2021, met and provided updates on current project status, answered questions, and listened to 
feedback. 
 
Code Tenderloin – 01/22/21 
Met with Del Seymour.  He noted that the project takes an underutilized piece of land and provides much 
needed housing, and he is very supportive of the project and the Church remaining in the Tenderloin 
neighborhood. 
 
Faithful Fools Ministry – 02/23/21 
Met with Sam Dennison, Carmen Barsody, and Leah Laxamana to provide an overview of the project.  
Questions were asked about the size of the units, number of units to support families, amenity space, 
interface with the larger community, community benefit packages, past outreach, plans for future 
outreach.  It was noted that while they are not opposed to the project, they cannot endorse the project 
because they stand in solidarity with community partners. 
 
Project Access – 05/24/21 
Met with Teresa Ichsan from Project Access and provided updates on current project status, answered 
questions/listened to feedback, and requested project slides to be added to the updated 450 O’Farrell 
project presentation. 
 
Veteran’s Alley – 06/22/21 
Met with Amos Gregory from Veteran’s Alley to provide updates on current project status and answer 
questions/listen to feedback. 
 
YIMBY – 08/01/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Amberleaf – 08/01/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Gensler – 08/01/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
SPUR – 08/01/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
UC Berkeley DCRP – 08/01/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
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SFHAC – 08/01/21 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 

8.0 CHURCHES 

The project team has conducted outreach to churches located within the project area and throughout 
District Six.  Additionally, we have established a key relationship with the San Francisco Interfaith Council, 
which is strongly supportive of the project. Provided below is a list of organizations/churches we have met 
with and provided project information. The team continues to provide updated information as the project 
progresses. 

Glide Memorial – 01/15/21 
Met with Miguel Bustos and Erick Arguello.  They asked questions about the size of units, shared spaces, 
price points for rent, area median income, affordable units.  They noted that they are generally supportive 
of the project but cannot provide a letter of support without approval of their Board. 
 
San Francisco Interfaith Council – 02/26/21 
Met with councilmembers to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to 
feedback. 
 
Buddhist Church of San Francisco – 08/12/2021 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
First A.M.E. Zion Church – 08/12/2021 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
St. Boniface Church – 08/12/2021 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
St. John of God – 08/12/2021 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
St. John's Presbyterian Church – 08/12/2021 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
St. Mark's Lutheran Church – 08/12/2021 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
The Cathedral of Saint Mary of the Assumption – 08/12/2021 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
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St. Vincent de Paul Society of San Francisco – 08/12/2021 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
St. Mary the Virgin Episcopal Church – 08/12/2021 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
First Church of Christ Scientist – 08/12/2021 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
First Unitarian Universalist Society of San Francisco – 08/12/2021 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Lutheran Social Services – 08/12/2021 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
San Francisco Interfaith Council – 08/12/2021 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 
Glide Memorial – 08/17/2021 
Contacted staff to provide updates on current project status and answer questions/listen to feedback. 
 

9.0 COMMUNITY MEETINGS 

A series of community meetings were hosted in March and April 2021.  Interpretation services were 
provided in Vietnamese and Spanish.  The meetings were designed to provide information to interested 
stakeholders, answer questions, and accept input. A high-level summary of each meeting is included 
below with more detailed notes included in Appendix D.   
 
Community Meeting No. 1 – Monday, March 8, 2021 
Held a community meeting to inform interested individuals about the project, correct misinformation, 
answer questions, and accept feedback. Eight community members attended the meeting, and a 
recording of the meeting was uploaded to the 450 O’Farrell Facebook page and YouTube.  
 
Community Meeting No. 2 – Saturday, March 20, 2021  
Hosted second community meeting to inform interested individuals about the project, correct 
misinformation, answer questions, and accept feedback.  Interpretation services were provided in 
Vietnamese and Spanish. Seven community members attended the meeting, and a recording of the 
meeting was uploaded to the 450 O’Farrell Facebook page and YouTube. 
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Community Meeting No. 3 – Tuesday, April 6, 2021 
Hosted a third community meeting to inform interested individuals about the project, correct 
misinformation, answer questions, and accept feedback. Twelve community members attended the 
meeting, and a recording of the meeting was uploaded to the 450 O’Farrell Facebook page and YouTube. 
 
Community Meeting No. 4 – Tuesday, June 22, 2021 
Hosted a fourth community meeting to inform interested individuals about the project, correct 
misinformation, answer questions, and accept feedback. 25 community members attended the meeting. 
 

 
 

10.0 PROJECT SUPPORT LETTERS TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

To date, 74 letters of support and 124 signatures have been obtained from community organizations or 
via an online petition (https://oneclickpolitics.global.ssl.fastly.net/promo/2fm).  Support letters are 
provided in Appendix E. 

 

 

https://oneclickpolitics.global.ssl.fastly.net/promo/2fm
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450 O'Farrell Project: Letters of Support List 

Contact Name Organization and Info Title or 
Function 

Outcome 

Business Support       

1. Ali Baalouach 

Salama Halal Meat  
604 Geary St. 
San Francisco, CA 94102  
salama_halal@yahoo.com Manager Signed LOS 

2. Mohamed Patel 

Salama Halal Meat  
604 Geary St. 
San Francisco, CA 94102  
salama_halal@yahoo.com  Owner Signed LOS 

3. Atique Rehman 

Naan N Curry Restaurant 
642 Irving St. 
San Francisco, CA 94122  Signed LOS 

4. Eric Rodenbeck 

Stamen Design 
2017 Mission St., Suite 300 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
erode@stamen.com 

CEO & 
Creative 
Director Signed LOS 

5. Charles Custer  

Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani, LLP 
Crosby Hotel  
1728 Ocean Ave. #149 
San Francisco, CA 94112  Signed LOS 

6. Susana Razo 

Contigo Communications 
109 Knollview Way 
San Francisco, CA 94131 Principal Signed LOS 

7. Cliff Waldeck Cliff's Happy Healthy Office 
Sales 
Partner Signed LOS 

Church Support 

8. Reverend Arturo Albano
  

Cathedral of Saint Mary 
1111 Gough St. 
San Francisco, CA 94109 Father Signed LOS 

9. Martha Arbouex 
821 Laguna Street, 4 
San Francisco, CA 94102  Signed LOS 

10. Rita Semel 

San Francisco Interfaith Council  
2190 Washington St. #907 
San Francisco, CA 94109 

Co-
founder 
and 
former 
Chair Signed LOS 

11. Michael Pappas, M.Div  

San Francisco Interfaith Council  
P.O. Box 29055 
130 Fisher Loop 
San Francisco , CA 94129 

Executive 
Director Signed LOS 

12. Pastor Elizabeth Ekdale 
St. Mark's Lutheran Church 
1031 Franklin Street Pastor Signed LOS 
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San Francisco, CA 94109 
ekdale@stmarks-sf.org 

13. First Church of Christ 
Scientist  

1700 Franklin Street 
San Francisco, CA 94109  
firstchurchofcs@sbcglobal.net  Signed LOS 

14. Theresa  Cho  
25 Lake St. 
San Francisco, CA 94118 Pastor Signed LOS 

15. Dan Barnard  

First Unitarian Universalist Church and 
Center 
1187 Franklin St. 
San Francisco, CA 94109  
dbarnard@uusf.org  Signed LOS 

Organizations       

16. Deleano (Del) Seymour  

Code Tenderloin  
1960 Howard St.  
San Francisco, CA 94103  
tlwalkingtours@gmail.com Founder Signed LOS 

17. John Paul (JP) Soto  

LSS of Northern California 
191 Golden Gate Ave. 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
jpsoto@lssnorcal.org 

Deputy 
Director Signed LOS 

18. Kristin Byrne 

Project Access 
2100 W. Orangewood Avenue Ste. 230 
Orange CA 92868 
kristinb@project-access.org 
949-253-6200 ext. 303 

CEO/Presi
dent Signed LOS 

19. Rhiannon Bailard 
UC Hastings Law 
bailardrhiannon@uchastings.edu 

Chief 
Operating 
Officer Signed LOS 

20. Sonja Trauss 

YIMBY Law  
1260 Mission St 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
hello@yimbylaw.org 

Executive 
Director Signed LOS 

Individual Support 

21. Rachel McClintick 
2568 Nordell Avenue 
Castro Valley, CA 94546 

Christian 
Science 
Nurse Signed LOS 

22. Pam Spitler  
445 Wawona Street 
San Francisco, CA 94116  Signed LOS 

23. Linda Knox  
1 Arbor St. 
San Francisco, CA 94131  Signed LOS 

24. Larry Sullender  
1745, Franklin St Apt 203 
San Francisco, CA 94109  Signed LOS 

25. Robert Sokol 
631 OFarrell Street, #714 
San Francisco, CA 94109  Signed LOS 
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26. Christine Cordaro  
73 Florentine St. 
San Francisco, CA 94112  Signed LOS 

27. Victoria Corcel  
1295 E Main Avenue 
Morgan Hill, CA 95037  Signed LOS 

28. Prudence Carr  
445, Wawona St, Apt., 326 
San Francisco, CA 94116  Signed LOS 

29. Erin Plum  
1553 Foxfire Lane 
Bedford, VA 24523  Signed LOS 

30. Paul Sedan  
695 Wawona Street 
San Francisco, CA 94116  Signed LOS 

31. Wylie Greig 
1969 Barbara Drive 
Palo Alto, CA 94303  Signed LOS 

32. Justin Barker  
631 OFarrell Street 
San Francisco, CA 94109  Signed LOS 

33. Susan Touchstone  
1808 Pacific Avenue, Apt. 704 
San Francisco, CA 94109  Signed LOS 

34. Eric Garrett  
680 Mission St. 
San Francisco, CA 94105  Signed LOS 

35. Laura Timmons  
88 Rheem Blvd. 
Orinda, CA 94563  Signed LOS 

36. Charles Brigham 
531 Main Street, Apt. 1411  
New York, NY 10044  Signed LOS 

37. Kathryn L Wood  
631 OFarrell St., 416 
San Francisco, CA 94109  Signed LOS 

38. Kathryn  Shockency  
2031 Victoria Drive 
Fullerton, CA 92831  Signed LOS 

39. Luther Patenge  
635 Ellis Street, Apt 401  
San Francisco, CA 94109  Signed LOS 

40. Ann Elise Emerson  
24509 Portola Avenue 
Carmel, CA 93923  Signed LOS 

41. Kristin Messer  
1478 32nd Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94122  Signed LOS 

42. Floyd Martinez  
515 OFarrell Street, #72 
San Francisco, CA 94102  Signed LOS 

43. Peter Fletcher  
112 Centre Court 
Alameda, CA 94502  Signed LOS 

44. Thomas  Vavrina-Flores  
631 Ofarrell St. 
San Francisco, CA 94109  Signed LOS 

45. Antje Dollny  
99 Robinhood Dr. 
San Francisco, CA 94127  Signed LOS 

46. Nancy Sedan  
695 Wawona St. 
San Francisco, CA 94116  Signed LOS 
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47. Jorge Perez 
195 Lunado Way 
San Francisco, CA 94127  Signed LOS 

48. Mary Ann Cahill  
445 Wawona Street, #305 
San Francisco, CA 94116  Signed LOS 

49. Donna Fletcher 

 
112 Centre Court 
Alameda, CA  Signed LOS 

50. Richard Kaplan  
62A Divisadero St.  
San Francisco, CA 94117  Signed LOS 

51. Cheryl Kerzman 
6016 Tamarac Avenue 
Edina, MN 55436  Signed LOS 

52. Laura Ramirez-Gonzalez  
1151 Harbor Bay Parkway, Suite 139 
Alameda, CA 94502  Signed LOS 

53. Nancy Anderson 
3255 Sacramento St. 
San Francisco, CA 94115  Signed LOS 

54. Mary Forte 
3261 Blandon Rd. 
Oakland, CA 94605  Signed LOS 

55. Allison Kephart  
1162 Barcelona Dr. 
Pacifica, CA 94044  Signed LOS 

56. Mary Clarke  
3999 Auburn Dr . 
Minnetonka, MN 55305  Signed LOS 

57. Susan Parsons  
8300 SW Shenandoah Way 
Tualatin, OR 97062  Signed LOS 

58. Patricia Kephart  
1162 Barcelona Dr 
Pacifica, CA 94044  Signed LOS 

59. Gretchen Barley  
2373 California St. 
San Francisco, CA 94115  Signed LOS 

60. Sergio Gonzalez 
201 Rome St. 
San Francisco, CA 94112  Signed LOS 

61. Carol Chamberlin 
22 Sandpiper Pl. 
Alameda, CA 94502  Signed LOS 

62. Luis Pine  
1322 47th Ave. 
San Francisco, CA 94122  Signed LOS 

63. Christie Naranjo 
1306 Ridgeview Terrace 
Fullerton, CA 92831  Signed LOS 

64. Joanna Katz  
4024 Loma Vista Ave. 
Oakland, CA 94619  Signed LOS 

65. Kristy Holch  
855 El Camino Real 13a, Suite 13a-350 
Palo Alto, CA 94301  Signed LOS 
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66. Julia Eunice King  
3835 Granite Way 
Wellington, NV 89444  Signed LOS 

67. Nicholas Warwick  
1188 Union St., Apt. 1 
San Francisco, CA 94109  Signed LOS 

68. Christopher Ketcham  
1604A Grove St. 
San Francisco, CA 94117  Signed LOS 

69. Sherry Ketcham 
1604A Grove St. 
San Francisco, CA 94117  Signed LOS 

70. Raymond Barbour 
PO Box 590311 
San Francisco, CA 94159  Signed LOS 

71. Julie Hansen 
1395 Golden Gate Ave., 507 
San Francisco, CA 94115  Signed LOS 

72. Dana Laird 
354 West Kinnear Place  
Seattle, WA 98119  Signed LOS 

73. Carl Vanos  
1604A Grove St. 
San Francisco, CA 94117  Signed LOS 

74. Edwin Laird  
354 West Kinnear Place 
Seattle, WA 98119   Signed LOS 

75. Lynda Howard lyndahoward@icloud.com  Signed LOS 

76. Kristin Brigham 
531 Main Street #1411 
New York, NY 10044   Signed LOS 

77. Steve Pepple 
1541 Sacramento Street, Apt 4 
San Francisco, CA 94109  Signed LOS 

78. Sally Richardson 
1464 Wessyngton Road NE
 Atlanta, GA 30306  Signed LOS 

79. William Bruegmann 
2255 Contra Costa Blvd. #305
 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523  Signed LOS 

80. Marthe Murray 
2909 Adams Street 
Alameda, CA 94501  Signed LOS 

San Francisco Housing Action Coalition Support 

81. Corey Smith 

San Francisco Housing Action 
95 Brady St. 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
corey@sfhac.org 

Deputy 
Director Signed LOS 

82. Brittany O'Donnell   Signed LOS 
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83. David Ivan   Signed LOS 

84. Amelie Crowe   Signed LOS 

85. Shoshana Raphael   Signed LOS 

86. Townsend Walker   Signed LOS 

87. Aaron Beitch   Signed LOS 

88. Roan Kattouw   Signed LOS 

89. Jorge Silva   Signed LOS 

90. Andrew  Morcos   Signed LOS 

91. Judy Hao   Signed LOS 

92. Patrick Gaarder   Signed LOS 

93. Krista Raines   Signed LOS 

94. Kristen Berman   Signed LOS 

95. Scott Ward   Signed LOS 

96. Temperance DuKayne   Signed LOS 

97. Andrew Haven   Signed LOS 

98. DJ Capobianco   Signed LOS 

99. Jiwoo Song   Signed LOS 

100. Nishant Kheterpal   Signed LOS 

101. Christina Salehi   Signed LOS 

102. Pamela Dubier   Signed LOS 

103. Kasey Wooten   Signed LOS 

104. Andrew Seigner   Signed LOS 

105. Brian Stone   Signed LOS 

106. Lizzie Siegle   Signed LOS 

107. Laimonas Turauskas   Signed LOS 

108. Matthew Stachler   Signed LOS 

109. Anthony Fox   Signed LOS 

110. Brett Byron   Signed LOS 

111. Claire Shoun   Signed LOS 
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112. Mike Skalnik   Signed LOS 

113. Spencer Sherwin   Signed LOS 

114. Yekaterina Oliner   Signed LOS 

115. Drew Oliner   Signed LOS 

116. Joey Isaacson   Signed LOS 
117. Christopher

 Makarsky   Signed LOS 

118. Robyn Leslie   Signed LOS 

119. Zachary Everett   Signed LOS 

120. Neoshi Chhadva   Signed LOS 

121. Alexander Best   Signed LOS 

122. David Broockman   Signed LOS 

123. My Tran   Signed LOS 

124. Philip Levin   Signed LOS 
 

11.0 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPEAL OUTREACH 

In response to the project appeal to the Board of Supervisors, the project team conducted additional 
outreach requesting project support from past supporters, local businesses and SROs from August 
through October 2021. A log detailing outreach activities is included in Appendix B.  

Email and Phone Updates 

To date, the project team has emailed supporters seven times to keep them abreast of changing Board 
of Supervisor Hearing Dates and other key information. These updates included a call to action for 
supporters to submit a letter of support or call their Supervisor to voice their support. We also provided 
directions on how to testify during Board of Supervisor hearings. On September 15, the project team 
also distributed a flyer correcting some misinformation that was being distributed in the community on 
the project. Copies of email updates and the flyer are included in Appendix F.  

Letters of Support 

To date, 37 signatures have been obtained from community organizations or via an online petition 
(https://oneclickpolitics.global.ssl.fastly.net/promo/3ZY) in response to the appeal. In addition, 43 
individuals provided personalized letters of support to the Board of Supervisors. Supporters who 
submitted letters are listed below and copies of the letters are included in Appendix G. 

 

https://oneclickpolitics.global.ssl.fastly.net/promo/3ZY


450 O’Farrell Outreach Report 
October 2021 

26 
 

450 O'Farrell Project: Letters of Support List 

Contact Name Organization and Info Title or Function Outcome 

1. Sutton Murray   Signed LOS 

2. Paul Sedan   Signed LOS 

3. Floyd Martinez   Signed LOS 

4. Charles Brigham   Signed LOS 

5. Kristen Berman   Signed LOS 

6. Margaret Shekell   Signed LOS 

7. Gwen Putnam   Signed LOS 

8. Kiran Pande   Signed LOS 

9. Thomas  Vavrina-Flores   Signed LOS 

10. Prudence Carr   Signed LOS 

11. Steve Pepple   Signed LOS 

12. Marianne Tassone   Signed LOS 

13. Eric Gunn Rodenbeck   Signed LOS 

14. Christopher Ketcham   Signed LOS 

15. Pam Spitler   Signed LOS 

16. Richard Kaplan   Signed LOS 

17. Kathryn  Shockency   Signed LOS 

18. Nancy Stiner   Signed LOS 

19. Antje Dollny   Signed LOS 

20. Marilyn Schumacher   Signed LOS 

21. Townsend Walker    Signed two 
LOS 

22. Cheryl Kerzman   Signed two 
LOS 

23. Kristin Brigham 

Project Access 
531 Main Street #1144 
New York, NY  10044 
415-770-2979 
krisbrigham@gmail.com 

CEO Signed LOS 

24. Sally Richardson   Signed LOS 

25. Delano (Del) Seymour 
Code Tenderloin  
1960 Howard St.  
San Francisco, CA 94103  

Founder Signed LOS 
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450 O'Farrell Project: Letters of Support List 

Contact Name Organization and Info Title or Function Outcome 

tlwalkingtours@gmail.com 

26. Usua Amanam   Signed LOS 

27. Eric Garrett   Signed LOS 

28. Christie Naranjo   Signed LOS 

29. William Bruegmann   Signed LOS 

30. Carl Vanos   Signed LOS 

31. Linda Knox   Signed LOS 

32. Aaron Beitch   Signed LOS 

33. Marthe Murray   Signed LOS 

34. Elizabeth Schwartz   Signed LOS 

35. Lynda Howard   Signed LOS 

36. Kristin Messer   Signed LOS 
37. Sarah D’Evelyn 

Grossman   Signed LOS 

38. John Mitchell 

Arden Wood 
445 Wawona Street 
San Francisco, CA 94116 
415-379-2200 
jmitchell@ardenwood.org 

Executive Director/ 
CEO Signed LOS 

39. Mary Ann Cahill   Signed LOS 

40. Mary Forte   Signed LOS 

41. Vicki Corcel   Signed LOS 

42. Kristy Holch   Signed LOS 

43. Donna Fletcher   Signed LOS 
 

12.0 EMAIL UPDATES 

A database of interested parties is maintained and up-to-date project information is provided on an 
ongoing basis.  

13.0 SOCIAL MEDIA COVERAGE 

The project team created a Facebook page and YouTube channel to share project updates and community 
meeting recordings. From June 10 through June 22, the project team posted four Facebook ads 
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announcing the June 22nd virtual community meeting for the 450 O'Farrell project. The ads received a 
total of 337 link clicks and 10,316 impressions, making our average engagement rate about 3.25%. This is 
higher than the average engagement rate of Facebook ads which generally hovers around 1-2%. As a 
result, the project team saw an increase in the number of attendees at our June 22nd community meeting 
with 25 people in attendance, which is the highest number of attendees out of the community meetings 
held on the project this year.  

14.0 MEDIA COVERAGE 

There have been multiple articles in local media outlets on the proposed project. Copies of the new 
coverage are provided in Appendix H. 



450 O’Farrell Outreach Report 
October 2021 

29 
 

Appendix A – Project Contact List 

A list of key contacts was prepared to notify stakeholders about the redesigned project, solicit feedback and share project updates. Personal 
contact information was removed for privacy. 
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Appendix B – Project Contact Log 
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Appendix C – Communications Materials
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Tell the San Francisco Planning Commission that 
Essential Housing is a priority! 
San Francisco urgently needs more developments that allow our essential workers to 
live in the City. 

The Fifth Church of Christ Scientist has partnered with Forge Development Partners 
(Forge) to meet this need and have redesigned the 450 O’Farrell project from a luxury 
housing project to an essential housing project that offers the following: 

● 316 essential housing apartments, which provide well-designed housing for small 
families, in place of 176 luxury apartment 

● Increasing the number of below market rate apartments from 28 to 45 and lowering their 
qualifying income from 55% AMI to 40% AMI 

● Adding roughly 7,000 square feet of community serving retail space 

● Providing a new Church facility and Reading Room for Fifth Church of Christ, Scientist to 
better serve the community 

● Directly addressing the middle-income housing demand in the City 

We urgently need this development because it allows San Francisco’s essential workers 
to live in San Francisco – an income sector that has to date been largely ignored by the 
market, and also provides below market rate housing for our most economically 
vulnerable populations. 

Please sign before April 15, 2021 to let the San Francisco Planning Commission know 
that approval of essential housing projects such as this one is a priority! 
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Appendix D – Community Meeting Notes 
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Appendix E – Planning Commission Project Support Letters  
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April 13, 2021 

Dear San Francisco Planning Commission: 

 

 I am writing to share my wholehearted support for the proposed project at 450 
O’Farrell Street. 

As the former President of the San Francisco Small Business Network, I am 
pleased to see a development that focuses on the housing needs of the variety of 
people who work in and own local small businesses: many of whom currently 
commute hours each way to their jobs.   

 Also, I serve on the Bay Area Council Project Endorsement Committee where we 
analyze and provide input to novel residential and commercial developments 
throughout our region.    

 450 O’Farrell is beautiful in its simplicity and efficiency.  Each unit maximizes its 
space to best serve the needs of the resident(s) along with state of the art sound 
proofing, air.  It appears to fit well in the neighborhood and am glad that the 
development team has built other successful projects nearby. 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of 450 O’Farrell Street. 

Sincerely, 

Clifford Waldeck 
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Appendix F – Email Updates on Board of Supervisors Appeal  
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Appendix G – Project Support Letters to the Board of Supervisors
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Appendix H – Project Media 

A Tenderloin church wants to 
add more housing to the area. 
Critics say it isn't the right type 
of housing 

 
J.K. Dineen 
Sep. 29, 2021Updated: Sep. 29, 2021 11:22 p.m. 
Comments 

3 

1of3 
Richard Hannum, founder of Forge Development Partners, left, and Ela Strong, president of the 
executive board at Fifth Church of Christ, Scientist, stand for a portrait together in San Francisco, in 
February. The church, in partnership with Forge, is looking to develop its nearly century-old and 
underutilized historical building into a 13-story mixed-use facility. 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/author/j-k-dineen/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/sf/articleComments/A-Tenderloin-church-wants-to-add-more-housing-to-16497650.php
https://www.sfchronicle.com/author/j-k-dineen/
https://www.sfchronicle.com/author/j-k-dineen/
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Stephen Lam/The Chronicle
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Christian Science officials warned the San Francisco Board of Supervisors that it 
would be violating the religious institution’s civil rights if it fails to approve a 
Tenderloin development that would include a new church as well as a 
contentious market-rate group housing development. 

At a Tuesday board meeting, Ela Strong, president of the board of the Fifth 
Church of Christ, Scientist, said that upholding an appeal of a proposed 
development at 450 O’Farrell St. would “violate our civil rights under the 
Constitution.” 

“Our right to be able to engage in religious exercise is at stake here,” Strong said. 
“We cannot meet our religious needs in our current building. The proposed new 
church facility is essential for us.” 

The comments came during an appeal of approved plans to construct a 13-story 
group housing complex, which would include 316 new dwelling units, a new 
church and ground-level space for a Christian Science reading room. The builder, 
Forge Development Partners, took the project over from a previous developer, 
who had won approvals to build 176 conventional apartments. Forge is 
partnering with the church on the development. The Planning Commission 
approved the project in June. 

The project would produce 316 space-efficient studio units for households 
earning between $26,000 to $115,000 per year. The group home units would not 
have full kitchens, instead offering two-burner stoves, a microwave and mini-
fridge. There would be a communal kitchen for residents wishing to use an oven. 

The Board of Supervisors didn’t vote on the appeal, instead continuing it until its 
Oct. 5 meeting. 

The project is being appealed by Tenderloin Housing Clinic, which argues that 
the neighborhood, which has the largest concentration of residential hotel units 
in the United States, does not need more 350-square-foot micro-units, but 
instead is badly in need of larger apartments for low-income families currently 
jammed into tiny spaces. 
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Critics say the group housing developers are exploiting a loophole in the 
planning code that allows what likely will be temporary corporate housing — 
micro-units lacking full kitchens — to be classified as permanent housing. The 
building will have 632 beds, with units ranging from 320 to 850 square feet. 

Pratibha Tekkey, director of community organizing for the Tenderloin Housing 
Clinic, said the previous approval would have brought “much-needed family 
housing” to the neighborhood. Tenderloin resident David Elliot Lewis said the 
idea of micro-units and shared kitchens might have made sense prior to the 
pandemic, but no longer. 

“We live in the age of respiratory illness,” he said. “It’s the wrong design for our 
era.” 

Longtime Tenderloin resident Karen Taylor called the proposed building “a 
warehouse for people” and said that the switch from larger units to group 
housing was “a bait and switch.” 

“The last thing the Tenderloin neighborhood needs right now is market-rate 
group housing,” said Sara Shortt, director of Public Policy & Community 
Organizing for HomeRise, an affordable housing group. “We need permanent 
housing in the neighborhood to allow families to build roots and create 
community.” 

Forge contends that the current calculus of construction costs and rents makes a 
conventional building there impossible and that the previous builder, Trammell 
Crow, abandoned the project because the economics didn’t work. 

A 1,200-square-foot unit would cost $1.2 million to build and would have to 
bring in about $7,500 a month in rent in order to make money— about double 
what a two-bedroom unit in the Tenderloin currently rents for, said Forge 
founding partner Richard Hannum. In contrast, the average unit at the Forge 
project would be $3,500 a month. 

“In the end our goal is to create housing that people can afford to live in, and to 
build the church,” said Hannum. 
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While Tuesday’s appeal hearing was focused on whether the planning 
commission had acted properly in approving the project, the discussion veered 
into a debate on the condition of the O’Farrell Street block in question, between 
Taylor and Jones. 

Strong said the addition of as many as 632 residents in the new building would 
bring positive activity to a block that has been plagued by drug dealing and other 
illegal activity, which she said has “resulted in a significant reduction in church 
attendance.” 

“Regularly there is drug use and violence in front of the church. Tent 
encampments often block the front and side entrances. This limits access to the 
church by those wishing to enter it,” she said. “Garbage, human excrement and 
hypodermic needles must be cleaned up by the church daily. Sometimes several 
times a day.” 

Supervisor Matt Haney, who represents the Tenderloin, took issue with the way 
Strong characterized the street. 

“You might want to think about how people experience those words, and how 
you can create love and respect,” he said, adding that the church should aspire to 
bring “healing and compassion for everyone in the neighborhood, including 
people who may be on your block and who may need your help.” 

Proponents of the O’Farrell project point out that the property is one of dozens of 
underutilized church-owned lots that could be redeveloped for housing, and that 
other religious institutions may be put off if the Board of Supervisors upholds the 
appeal, torpedoing the project. 

In a letter to the board, Michael Pappas, who heads the San Francisco Interfaith 
Council, said “the religious community will be watching” what happens with the 
vote and that the result will give “a clear indication of the sincerity of the city’s 
goal of re-purposing religious properties.” 

Corey Smith of the Housing Action Coalition said that rejecting the project would 
send the wrong message to other religious institutions. 
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“I worry the city is going to lose out on the ability to build housing of all types on 
congregation land,” he said. 

J.K. Dineen is a San Francisco Chronicle staff writer. 
Email: jdineen@sfchronicle.com Twitter: @sfjkdineen 
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